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ADVERTISEMENT. 

AT  the  Requeft  of  many  Gentlemen,  a  Colleftion  is  here 
prefented  to  the  Public,  of  the.  principal  Fafts  and 
Papers  refpefting  the  Difpute  between  Great  Britain  and 
America  before  the  Commencement  of  Hoftilities.  The  Re- 
MEMQRANciR  beginning  with  the  lirft  Hoftilities,  this  CoI-> 
leftion  of  Prior  Documents  has  been  defired,  as  ne* 
ceflary  to  accompany  that  Work. 
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is  here 
b  and 
in  and 
he  Re- 
Is  CoU 
as  ne-* 

i.  :■  ■ 


THE  difpute  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and' America  commenced 
in  the  year  1764,  with  an  attempt 
10  prevent  fmuggling  in  America. 
There  are  fome  perfons  who  appre- 
hend the  feeds  of  it  were  Town  much 
earlier.*  They  maybe  right. — Butit 
is  not  the  defign  of  this  compilation 
to  exp'.ain  motives,  or  explore  latent 
caufes.  The  obje^  here  is,  to  pre- 
fent  an  impartial  colleftion  of  au- 
thentic Documents ;  with  fuch  ad- 
ditions only,  as  are  abfblutely  ne- 
ceflary  to  conneft  the  narrative. 

I  n^' 1764,  theBritifli  miniftry  hav- 
ing come  to  a  refolution,  to  pre^ 
vent,  as  much  as  poiTiblc,  the  prac- 
tice of  fmuggling,  not  only  the 
commanders  of  the  armed  cutters 
Rationed  on  the  Brittfh  coafts,  but 
of  the.lhips  fent  to  America,  were 
ordered  to  a£lin  the  capacity  of  re- 
venue officers,  to  take  the  ufual  Cuf- 
tom-houfe  oaths,  and  obferve  the 
Cuilom-houfe  regulations ;  by  which 
that  enterprifing  fpirit  of  theirs, 
which  had  been  lately,  with  great 
fuccefs,  exerted  againft  the  common 
enemy,  was  now  directed  and  en- 
couraged againil  the  fubjeft.  Trade 
was  injured  by  this  meafure.  The 
gentlemen  of  the  navy  were  not  ac- 
quainted with  Cultom-houfe  laws, 
and  therefore  many  illegal  feizures 
were  made.  The  fubjeft  in  Ame- 
rica could  get  no  redrefs  but  from 
England,  which  was  tedious  and 
difficult  to  obtain. 


*   See 
page  24. 


Remembrancer,    vol.    i. 


A  trade  had  foit  msLXiy  years  beish' 
Carried  on  between  the  Britiih  and 
Spanifti  colonies,  cotafiftiog  of  the 
manufaAurtfs  of  Great  Britiain,  iiii- 
ported  by  the  Britilh  colonies  for 
their  own  confumptibn,  and  bdiight 
with  their  owti  produce  j  for  wbich 
they  were  paid  by  the  Spaniards  in 
gold  andiilver,  fometimes  in  ballion 
and  fometimes  in  coin,  and  with  co< 
chineal,  &;c.  oCcallonally.  This  trade 
was  not  literally  and  ftrlAly  accord- 
ing to  1«#,  yet  the  advantage  of  it 
beirtg  obVioafly  on  the  fide  of  Great 
Britain  and  her  colonies,  it  had  been 
connived  at.     But  the  armed  ihips, 
under  the  new  regulations,  feized 
the  vefiels;  and  this  beneficial  traf- 
fic was  fuddelily  almoft  deftroyed. 
Another  trade  had  been  carried  on 
between  the  North  American  colo- 
nies and  the   French  Weit  India 
iflands,  to  the  great  difadvantage  of 
both,  as  well  as  to  the  mother  coan.> 
try.  Thefe  matters  had  been  winked 
at  many  years,  in  confideratioii  of 
the  quantity  of  manufa^lures  our* 
North  American  colonies  were  there- 
by enabled  to  take  from  us.     This 
advantageous  commerce  not  only 
prevented  the  Britifli  colonies  being 
drained  of  their  current  fpecie  by 
the  calls  of  the  mother  country,  but 
added  to  their  common  circulation 
of  ca(h ;  which  encreafed  in  propor- 
tion with  the  trade.     But  this  trade 
being  alfo  cut  off,  by  the  cruizers, 
all  America  became  uneafy. 

On  the  loth  of  March,  1764,  the 
Houfe  of  Commons   agreed  to  a 
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number  of  refolutioiu  rtfpeAing  the 
American  trade ;  uipon  a  number  of 
#hlcli,  a  bill  wai  Drought  in,  and 
paflfcd  into  a  law,  luyii^g  heavy  du- 
ties on  the  articles  imported  into  the 
colonies  from  the  French  and  other 
iflands  in,tb«..>ye^  In.dies. }  .and  or- 
dering ^tb  duties  to  be  paid,  in 
ibecie,  into  the  Exchequer  of  Great 
Britain.  As  to  the  Spaniih  trade, 
the  Court  of  Madrid  had  always 
been  againft  it ;  and  in  complaifance 
to  that  Court,  as  well  as  in  compli- 
an  '•  with  the  old  law,  and  treaties 
with  Spain,  it  continued  to  be  pre- 
vented, as  much  as  poffible. 
.  The  Americans  complained  much 
of  this  new  law ;  and  of  the  unex- 
ampled hardihip,  of  firft  beine 
deprived  of  obtaining  fpecie,  and 
next  being  ordered  to  pay  thenew 
duties,  in  fpecie,  into  the  Trea- 
fury  at  London }  which  they  faid 
mult  fpeedily  drain  them  of  all  the 
fpecie  thev  nad.  But  what  feemed 
more  particularly  hard  upon  them, 
was,  a  bill  broujght  in  the  fame  fe{- 
fipn,  and  paflecT  into  a  law,  "  To 
reftrain  the  currency  of'paper  money 
in  the  colonies." 

At  the  end  of  the  feilion,  the  King 
thanked  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for 
the  "  wife  regulations  which  had 
been  eftablilhed  to  augment  the  pub- 
lic revenues,  to  unite  the  interefts  of 
the  mod  diilant  poiTeffions  of  his 
crown,  and  to  encourage  and  fecure 
their  commerce  with  Great  Britain." 
Extra^  of  a  letter  from  Penfacola, 
Weft  Florida^  dated  Dec,  13,  1764. 

*•  E\ery  thing  here  is  put  into  a 
dull  ftate,  by  the  men  of  war  ob- 
firuAing  the  Spaniards  from  trading 
with  us.  We  had  four  veiTeis  here 
lately,  but  they  were  not  permitted 
to  trade,  which  is  the  greateft  mis- 
fortune that  could  have  befallen  us 
in  this  young  fettlement,  and  which 
I  think  at  the  fame  time  will  be  no 
YtiiaU  loft  to. our  mother  country. 


being  thereby  prevented  from  vend- 
ing a  very  confiderable  quantity  of 
its  manufaAures. " 

Letters  to  the  fame  purport  came 
from  all  the  colonies. 

Extras  of  a  Utter  from  King  ft  on,  in 
Jmmaica,  dated  Jan.  Z"],  1765. 
"  Kingfton,  which  ufed  to  be  a 
olace  of  great  trade  and  hurry,  is 
become  as  ftill  as  a  defart,  fince  we 
were  fo  wife  to  banifti  our  beft  friends 
the  Spaniards,  and  now  the  current 
of  that  valuable  commerce  is  turned 
in  favour  of  the  French  and  Dutch* 
who  have  made  their  ports  free,  and 
taking  the  advantage  of  our  mifcon- 
duft,  have  promiled  them  fafety, 
and  fo  deal  with  them  for  all  the  Eu- 
ropean goods,  upon  the  fame  terms 
the  Engli/h  did.  Were  I  to  depend 
on  the  Tale  of  goods  I  had  from  yon, 
I  Ihould  not  oe  able  to  remit  the 
money  thefe  two  or  three  years." 

Part  of  a  letter  from  Jamaica  to  a 
friend  in  London^  dated  May  iz, 

I77S- 

"  We  are  in  the  moft  deplorabl* 
ftate  ever  known  in  this  ifland :  thai 
channel  through  which  all  the  money 
we  had  came  among  us,  is  entirely 
ftopped  up  ;  and,  what  is  moft  afto- 
nifhing,  is,  that  this  meafure  Ihould 
be  taken  with  you,  who  receive  fo 
much  benefit  from  the  encourage* 
mentofit." 

The  Continental  Colonies  were 
exceedingly  oftended.  In  feveral 
places  the  inhabitants  had  meetings, 
and  they  refolved,  in  refentment, 
not  to  buy  any  cloathing  they  could 
polTibly  do  without,  that  was  not  of 
their  own  manufafturing.  Several 
aflbciations  were  formed,  and  it  was 
refolved,  every  where,  to  confume 
as  few  Britilh  manufadlures  as  poffi- 
ble ;  and  to  fet  about  manufadluring 
feme  articles  themfelves,  the  mate- 
rials of  which  tliey  iiad  in  great 
plenty  qf  their  owa  prodaftion. 

Bofton^ 
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.  SoftcHt  (in  New-Englatid)  March 
40,  1765.  Funerali  without  mourn- 
me,  or  the  giving  of  Engiiih  gloves, 
i«  become  io  fafluonable7  that  there 
has  been  but  one  burial  for  many 
months  paft  in  the  old  faihion  way. 
We  are  much  indebted  to  thofe  pa- 
triots who  firft  fet  this  example  of 
frugality,  by  which  this  town  only 
has  made  a  faving  laft  year  of  near 
io,oool.  fterling.  Other  towns  and 
provinces  have  copied  the  example, 
and  experience  its  utility.  It  is  a 
pleafure  to  behold  what  other  favings 
are  made  by  laying  afide  a  multitude 
of  fuperfluous  arucles  of  Britiih  ma- 
nufaaures  and  Britiih  produce. 

At  the  fame  time  (March  10, 
1764)  the  Houfe  of  Commons  re- 
folved,  that  it  was  proper  to  charge 
certain  ftamp  duties  in  the  colonies 
and  plantations. 

This  refolution  was  not  this  year 
followed  by  any  bill,  being  only  to 
be  Jield  out  as  an  intention,  for  next 
year.  It  was  propofed,  and  agreed 
to,  in  a  thin  Houfe,  late  at  night, 
aijid  jult  at  the  riiing,  without  any 
debate. 

The  aflemblies  of  MaAachufetts- 
Bay  and  New- York,  were  alarmed 
at  thi^  refolution.  They  came  to 
fome  refolutions  upon  it;  which, 
with  a  petition  from  each,  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  againft  it,  were 
tranfmitted  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
in  England.  They  were  laid  before 
the  Privy  Council  on  the  nth  of 
December,  1764.  The  Privy  Coun- 
cil advifed  the  King  to  lay  them  be- 
fore Parliament.  They  were  never 
laid  before  Parliament — they  were 
fupprefled. 

In  the  fpring  of  1765,  the  Ame- 
rican agents  in  London  were  in- 
formed by  adminiftration.  That  if 
the  colonies  would  propofe  any 
other  mode  of  raifing  the  fum  in- 
tended to  be  raifcd  by  ftamp  duties, 
tkiw  propofal  would  be  accepted. 


and  the  ftamp  duty  laid  afide.  (Set 
ttirJ  velumt  o/Kememhnncer,  page 
253}.  The  agents  faid  they  were 
not  authorized  to  give  any  anfwer, 
but  that  they  were  ordered  to  op- 
pofe  the  bill  when  it  fliould  b<5 
brought  into  the  Houfe,  by  petitions 
queftioning  the  right  claimed  hy 
parliament  of  taxing  the  colonies. 

The  bill  laying  a  ftamp  duty  ia 
America,  pafted  in  March  1765. 

The  following  was  printed  at  the 
time  as  part  of  the  Debates  on  tlie 
bill : 

Mr.  Grenville,  after  fpeaking  long; 
in  favour  of  the  bill,  concluded  with 
faying,  '*  Thefe  children  of  our  own 
planting  (fpeaking  of  the  Ameri- 
cans) nouriftied  by  our  indulgence, 
until  they  are  grown  to  a  good  de- 
gree of  ftrength  and  opulence,  anii 
prote£led  by  our  arms,  will  they 
-grudge  to  contribute  their  mite  to 
relieve  us  from  the  heavy  load  of 
national  expence,  which  we  lie  un- 
der ?•' 

Colonel  Barri  replied,  "  ChiUren 
planted  by  your  care  !  No  \  your  op- 
prefHon  planted  them  in  America  ; 
they  fled  from  your  tyranny,  into 
a  then  uncultivated  land,  where 
they  were  cxpofed  to  almoft  all  the 
hardfliips  to  which  human  nature  are 
liable,  and  among  others,  to  the 
favage  cruelty  of  the  enemy  of  the 
country,  a  people  the  moft  fubtle, 
and  I  take  upon  me  to  fay,  the  raoft 
truly  terrible,  of  any  peosle  that 
ever  inhabited  any  part  of  God's 
EARTH  i  and  yet,  a^uated  by  prin- 
ciples of  true  Englifti  liberty,  thejr 
met  all  thefe  hardihips  with  pleafure, 
compared  with  thofe  they  fufFered  in 
their  own  country,  from  the  hands 
of  thofe  that  Ihould  have  been  theit 
friends. 

"  They  nourijhed  up  hy  yeur  indul- 
gence ?  They  grew  by  your  neglect 
of  them  :  as  foon  as  you  began  to 
care  about  them,  that  care  was  ex- 
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erciftd  in  lending  perfbns  to  rule 
overtheiB,  in  one  department  and 
another,  who  were,  perhaps,  the 
deputies  of  feme  deputy,  fent  to  fpy 
'out  tjieir  liberty,  to  mifreprefcnt 
their  a^ona^,  and  to  prey  upon 
them ;  men ,  whofe  behaviour,  on 
many  occaftons,  has  caufed  the 
blood  of  thofe  fons  of  liberty  to  re- 
coil within  them  ;  men  promoted' to 
the  highell  feats  of  juftice,  fome,  to 
my,  IgiOYvledge,  were  glad,  by  go- 
ii^g.  to  foreign  countries,  to  efcape 
being  brought  to  a  bar  of  jullice  in 
their  own. 

'•  They  froteSltd  by  yiur  arms  ? 
TjJiey  have  nobly  taken  up  arms  in 
ypur  defence,'  have  exerted  their  va- 
lour amidil  their  conllant  and  labo- 
rious, induilry,  for  the  defence  of 
aj  country,  whofe  frontiers,  while 
drenched  in  blood,  its.  interior  parts 
hayc  yielded  all  its  little  favjngs  to 
yo^r  enlai'gcment ;  RndJ/elifve  me, 
renf^ier  I  this  day  told  you  fo^  That 
the  fame  fpirit  which  adluated  that 
people ,  a.t  firftj  will  continue  with 
tfrerrt  jtill ;  but  prudence  forbids  me 
to  exj)l«iin  jnyfelf  any  further.  God 
kaovvs,  i  do  not  at  this  time  fpeaic 
from  .motives  of  party  heat.  How- 
ever fupjcrior  to  me,  in  general 
knowledj^e  and  experience,  any  one 
here  may  be,  yet  1  claim  to  know 
mo^e  of  America,  having  feen  and 
been  more  cpnverfant  in  that  coun- 
try. The  people  there  are  as  truly 
loyal,  I  believe,  as  any  fubjefts  the 
King  has  ;  but  a  people  jealous  of 
their  liberties,  and  who  will  vindi- 
cate them  if  they  Ihould  be  violated ; 
—but  the  fubjeft  is  delicate.  1  will 
fay  no  more." 

At  the  end  of  the  feflion,  the  King 
faid  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
"  I  have  feen,  with  the  moft  per- 
feft  approbation,  that  you  have  em- 
ployed this  feafon  of  tranquility  in 
promoting  thofe  objects  which  I  have 
recommended  to  your  attention,  and 


in  framing  fuch  regulations  as  m)iy 
beft  inibrce  the  juft  authority  of  the 
legiflature,'  aiid,  at  the  fame  time, 
fecure  and  extend  the  commerce, 
and' unite  the  interefts  of  every  part 
of  my  dominion?."  ''     , 

The  objeftion's  of  the  peoptte  of 
America  to  the  ftamp  aft,  were  of 
three  kinds. 

Firff,  The  powers  given  by  thcatSk 
to  Vice- Admiralty  courts  in  Ame- 
rica, they  faid,  would  prove  ex- 
ceedingly grievous  to  the  fubjeft, 
by  the  diftance  of  them  ;  and  more ' 
fo,  by  depriving  the  fubjeft  of  hir 
trial  by  Jury,  which  was  allowed  in 
England. 

Secondly,  Decaufe  the  ilan^p  duty 
would  entirely  drain  the  colonics  of 
their  fpecie. 

Thirdly,  Not  being  reprefentcd 
in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain, ' 
that  Parliament,  they  affirmed,  had 
no  right  to  tax  them.     Themfelves . 
only  were    the    proper,    and  beft;  ' 
judges  of  their  ability ;  they  claimed 
a  right  to  the  exercife  of  this  judg- 
ment, and  to  the  fole  and  e^fclu- 
five  right  of  iropofing  taxes  upon  ' 
themfelves. 

As  foon  as  they  were  informed 
the  ftamp  aft  had  paHed,  the  whole 
continent  of  America  was  thrown" 
into  a  flame. 

The  province  of  Virginia  took  ' 
the   lead.     On   the  29th  of  May, ' 
1765,  the  Houfe  of  Biirgefles   of'* 
Virginia,  came  to  the  following  re- 
folutions : 

Whereas  the  Honourable  Houfe 
of  Commons  in  England,  have  of 
late  drawn  into  luiciHon,  hmv  far 
the  General  Affemnly  of  this  colony 
hath  power  to  enaft  laws  for  laying  ♦ 
taxes  and  impoling  duties,  payable 
by  the  people  of  this,  his  Majefty'*  '" 
moft  ancient  colony;  for  fettling 
and  afcertaining  the  fame  to  all  fu- 
ture times,  the  Houfe  of  BurgefTe* 
of  this  prefent  General  Aflembly 

have'" 
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Juivf  come  to  the  feveral  following 
refoliukws : 

Ri/ohtd,  That  the  firft  Julven- 
turers  and  fettlen  of  thi*  his  Ma- 
jeAy's  colony  and  dominion  of  Vir- 
ginia,  brought  with  them,  and 
cran£nitted  to  their  pollerity,  and 
nil  other  his  Majeftv's  fubjedU  fince 
inhabiting  in  this  his  Majefty's  co- 
lony, all  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities that  have  at  any  time  been 
held,  enjoyed,  and  poflefled  by  the 
people  of  Great  Britain. 

Re/ohued,  That  by  the  two  royal 
charters  granted  by  King  James  the 
Firft,  the  colonics  aforesaid  are  de- 
clared entitled  to  all  privileges  of 
faithful  lieg-e  and  natural  born  fub- 
jedls,  to  aU  intents  and  purpofes, 
as  if  they  had  been  abiding  and 
born  within  the  realm  of  England. 

Re/olvtd,  That  his  M^efty's  liege 

teople  of  this  his  moft  ancient  co- 
ony,  have  enjoyed  the  right  of  be- 
ing thus  governed  by  their  own  af- 
fembly,  in  the  article  of  taxes  and 
internal  police,  and  that  the  fame 
have  never  been  forfeited,  or  any 
other  way  yielded   up,   bat  have 
been  conftantly  recognized  by  the 
King  and  people  of  Great  Britain. 
Re/olved,    Therefore,     that    the 
General  AlTemby  of  this  colony, 
together  with  his  Majefty  or  his  fub- 
ilitute,  have,  in  their  reprefentative 
capacity,   the  only  exclufive  right 
and  power  to  lay  taxes  and  impo- 
iitions  upon  the  inhabitants  of  this 
colony ;  and  that  every  attempt  to 
reft  fuch  a  power  in  any  perfon  or 
perfons  whatfoever,  other  than  the 
General  AiTembly  aforefaid,  is  ille- 
gal,   uncooftitutional,  and  unjuft, 
and  has  a  manifelt  tendency  to  de- 
ftroy  Britilh,  as  well  as  American 
freedom. 

The  folltyiving  Re/ol'ves  luere  not 
paj/id,  only  drawn  up  by  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Re/ohed,  That  his  Majefty's  liege 
people,  the  inhabitants  of  this  co> 


lony,  are  not  bound  to  yield  obe- 
dience to  any  law  or  ordinance 
whatfoever,  deligned  to  impoft:  any 
taxation  whaifoever  upon  them, 
other  than  the  laws  and  ordiaances 
of  the  General  AiTembly  aforefaid. 
Re/elvid,  That  any  perfon  Vh6 
Ihali,  by  fpeaking  or  writing,  main- 
tain that  any  perfon  or  perfohs, 
other  than  the  General  Afltmbly 
of  this  Colony,  have  any  right  or 
power  to  impofe  or  lay  any  taxa- 
tion whatfoever  on  the  people  here^ 
Ihall  be  deemed  an  enemf  to  thik 
his  Majefty's  colony. 

The  ftamp  aft  was  printed  and 
cried  about  the  ftreets  at  New  York 
by  the  title  of  The  Folly  of  England, 
and  Ruin  of  America.     On  the  14th 
of  April,  the  guns  at  .Philadelphia 
were  difcovered  to  be  ail  fpiked  up, 
and  on  looking  at  thofe  of  the  bar- 
racks, they  were  found  to  be  ferved 
in  the  fame  manner,  to  the  great 
furprize  and  uneafinefs  of  the  inha- 
bitants.  Letters  arrived  in  London, 
frpm  Bofton,    in    New   England, 
dated  the  ift  and  6th  of  April,  ex- 
prefEng  the  alarm  that  the  news  of 
the  ftamp  aft  had  thrown  the  people 
into,    the  heart-burnings  encreafed 
during  the  fummer,  and  the  New 
York  paper,  in  the  beginning  of 
June,  1765,  gave  fufficient  proofs 
of  the  temper  with  which  the  colo- 
nifts  beheld  the  approach  of  the  ift 
of  November,   on  which  day  the 
aft  was  to  take  place.     Letters  of 
the  fame  tenor  came  from  Virginia, 
dated  in  June,  and  from  Philadel- 
phia, of  the  fame  date. 

It  was  not  the  populace  alono 
who  were  difcontented,  iJien  of  pro- 
perty took  the  alarm.  The  Gene- 
ral Affembly  of  Virginia  having- 
debated  on  the  ftamp  aft,  come  to 
the  preceding  refolutions ;  the  Go- 
vernor thought  fit  to  diflblve  them. 
But  when  a  neweleftion  took  place, 
it  did  not  fcem  to  be  compofed  of 
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men  of  more  paflive  principles, 
ioce  the  elcAori  excluded  all  thol^ 
members  who  did  not  aflent  to  thofe 
/efolvet,  while  thofe  who  did  were 
all  re-eleAed. 

At  Boflon,  in  New  England, 
npon  the  meeting  of  the  Aflembly, 
Sir  Francis  Bernard,  the  Governor, 
delivered  the  following  fpeech  to 
them: 

"  Soon  after  my  arrival  to  this 
government,  I  formed  in  my  mind 
an  idea  of  three  improvements 
which  this  country  was  capable  of 
making,  profitable  to  itlelf  and 
copvement  to  Great  Britain :  I 
m^an  pot-afli,  hemp,  and  the  carry- 
ing lumber  to  the  Britifli  markets. 
They  are  all  proper  ftaples  for  New 
England,  and  muil  be  very  accept- 
able to  Great  Britain,  as  (he  is  at 
J>rerent  fupplied  with  them  from 
breigners,  by  a  lofing  trade. 

**l  have  already  had  the  pleafure 
to  fee  the  firft  of  thefe  eftablifhed 
with  cfFcA,  and  wanting  now  no- 
thing be:  care  to  preferve  its  cre- 
dit, aiid  prevent  the  general  quality 
of  the  goods,  which  is  of  a  fuperior 
kind,  being  rendered  doubtful  and 
fuipiciotts,,  oy  the  fraudulent  prac- 
tices of  (ttfticulars.  This  is  a  ne- 
ceflary  caution  at  the  commence- 
ment of  a  new  trade ;  for  upon  its 
£rll  reputation  depends  its  future 
fuccefs.  There  is  already  a  law  for 
the  regulation  of  this  trade,  but  it 
wants  to  be  carried  into  execution  ; 
this  I  muft  deAre  may  be  done  this 
feffion,  as  it  is  now  becoming  im- 
mediately wanting. 

♦'  You  have  lately  given  a  public 
teltimony  of  your  defire  to  promote 
the  produAion  of  hemp ;  I  am 
equally  perfuaded  of  your  good  in- 
tentions to  the  improvement  of  the 
lumber  trade  ;  as  you  mufl  be  fen- 
fible  of  the  infulHciency  of  the  pre- 
fent  markets  for  the  reception  of  tho 
great  quantity  of  lumber  which  h 


now  produced,  and  which  will  be 
continually  encreaiing.  The  Par- 
liament of  Great  Britain  hu  already 
given  encouragement  to  the  one  ( 
and  it  is  hopea  that  it  will  alfo  ex- 
tend its  bounty  to  the  other. 

"  Thefe  are  proper  objeAs  of 
your  concern ;  works,  which  natu- 
rally arife  in  your  own  country, 
ftrengthen  your  connexion  with 
Great  Britain,, may  eafily  be  con'- 
iined  within  yonrfelves,  and  will 
foon  be  fuperior  to  thofe  of  foreign 
rivals.  When  thefe  are  added  to 
your  own  refources,  they  will  form 
a  fund,  which,  with  the  bleifing  of 
God,  upon  your  induftry  and  fru- 
gality, will  be  adequate  to  the  ex- 
pence  of  all  neceflary  imports ;  and 
you  will  have  no  occaflon,  as  you 
have  hitherto  Ihewn  no  difpofition, 
vainly  to  attempt  to  transfer  manu- 
faftories  from  their  fettled  abode  ; 
an  undertaking  at  all  times  difficult, 
but,  undtr  the  difadvantage  of  high- 
priced  labour,  imprafticable. 

*<  The  general  fettlement  of  the 
American  provinces,  which  has  been 
long  ago  propofed,  and  now  proba- 
bly will  be  profecnted  to  its  utmoft 
completion,  muft  neceflarily  pro- 
duce fome  regulations,  which,  from 
their  novelty  only,  will  appear  dif- 
agreeable.  But  I  am  convinced, 
and  doubt  not  but  experience  will 
confirm  it,  that  they  will  operate 
as  they  are  defigned,  for  the  benefit 
and  advantage  of  the  colonies.  In 
the  mean  time  a  refpeAful  fubmif- 
fion  to  the  decrees  of  the  Parlia- 
ment, is  their  intereft,  as  well  as 
their  duty. 

"  In  an  empire,  extended  and 
diverfified  as  that  of  Great  Britain, 
there  muft  be  a  fupreme  legillature, 
to  which  all  other  powers  muft  be 
fubordinate.  It  is  our  happinefs 
that  the  fupreme  legiilature,  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain,  is  the 
fup£tuary  of  liberty  and  juftice ;  and 

that 
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that  the  jtrincer  who  prefides  over 
it,  realizes  the  idea  of  a  patriot 
King.  Surely  then,  we  (hould  fub* 
mit  our  opiniuns  to  the  determina- 
t  ons  of  fo  auguH  a  body  {  aild  ac> 
quiefce  in  a  pcrfed  conhdeiice,  that 
the  rights  of  the  members  of  the 
Britiflt  empire  will  ever  be  fafe  in 
the  hands  of  the  confervators  of  the 
liberty  of  the  whole." 
Extrail  of  a  Utter  from  Bojion,  in 

Ntvj  England,  Auguli  5,  1765. 

"  As  to  public  a^airs,  it  would 
lake  me  up  a  week's  time  to  write 
all  I  could  fay :  as  to  the  impoft- 
tion  of  the  ftamp  aft,  (which  takes 

f  lace  the  ift  of  November)  it  will, 
believe,  be  of  fliort  continuance  ; 
for  it  is  univerfally  efteemed  here  as 
arbitrary  and  unconftitutional,  and 
as  a  breach  of  charter  and  compaft 

between  K ^  and  fubjcft  5    and 

we  think  we  have  a  right  to  refufe 
jTubmiflion  to  it. — However,  I  be- 
lieve moft  of  the  ftamp  nlafters  will 
be  afraid  to  aA  in  fuch  ftation  as 
will  ftab  their  country. 

"  We  have  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  inhabitants  in  this  province, 
and  the  others  in  proportion ;  fo 
that  it  is  eomputed  there  are  about 
two  millions  in  the  whole:  from 
hence  you  will  think  it  is  too  late 
in  the  day  to  be  dragoon'd  out  of 
our  rights. 

"  1  have  bfcen  here  above  fixtcen 
years,  and  I  don't  know  of  one  fm- 
gle  man  but  would  rifque  his  life 
and  property  to  ferve  King  George 
the  Third  j  and  would  do  the  fame 
to  maintain  his  rights,  liberty,  and 
property. — Touch  our  Birth-right, 
and  our  body  politick,  like  thehu-- 
man  body,  fenfibly  feels  it,  and 
would  do  its  utmoft  to  fliake  it  off, 

"  The  Cuftom-houfe  books  will 
Aiew,  that  3000I.  lefs  is  collefted 
lince  the  duty  of  molaffes  has  been 
three-pence,  than  when  one  penny : 
your  finall  men  of  w«i-  have  eat  the 


King's  provifioni  in  guarding  the 
coalU ;  out  have  brought  neither 
profit  nor  credit  to  their  employeri." 

'I'hefe  difcontents  were  general  \ 
and  they  were  encreafcd  b/  what 
they  ftiled  an  utter  inability  to  pay 
the  tax  in  fpecie. 

About  the  beginning  of  Aiguftf 
t  ie  colonilts  b?gan  ferioufly  to  think 
of  the  fteps  they  were  to  take.  A 
General  Congrefs  of  reprefentativta 
of  all  the  Cuionies,  was  agreed 
on,  to  meet  at  New  York.  Th« 
freemen  of  Providence,  in  Rhode 
Idand,  were  called  together,  "  to 
confer  on  fuch  mratureii  "  as 
"  Ihould  appear  to  them  necef- 
"  fary,  relativj  to  x\\ft  ftamf  aSi 
'•  whereby  the  liberties,  the  darling 
"  boalt  of  the  Englifli  North  Ame- 
"  rican  fubjefts,  which  were  once 
"  deemed  indefeafible,  mull  be 
"  greatly  abridged,  if  not  totally 
*'  annihilated."  And  accordingly 
they  met,  and  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  prepa/e  iuitable  inftruffiont 
to  be  given  their  reprefentaiives,  for 
their  conduft  in  the  General  Con- 
grefs, on  that  occafion.  Thefe  in- 
itru^lions  were  prepared,  and  the 
freemen  being  again  convened  tha^ 
next  day,  were  laid  before  them,  and 
approved  of.  The  fame  fteps  were 
alio  taken  by  the  province  of  South 
Carolina. 

The  houfe  of  reprefentatives  ac 
Bofton,  refolved.  That  the  honour- 
able James  Otis,  Thomas  Rugglea, 
and  Oliver  Partridge,  iifqrs.  be  a 
committe,  to  meet  the  committees 
of  the  AJemhlies  of  the  %uicle  centi- 
.■yent,  at  New  York,  Oftober  i,  to 
unite  in  a  pecicion  to  his  Majeftv 
and  the  Britifh  parliament,  for  ri- 
lief  under  the  infupportable  griev- 
ance of  the  ftamp  act.— This  was 
the  Firft  Cong  eft  of  the  American 
Continent. 

On  tiie  loth  of  September,  the 
aflembly  of  Philadelphia,    having 
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appointed  a  committee  to  attend  at 
th'  general  congrefs  at  New  York, 
a  ictter  from  the  fpeaker  of  the  Maf- 
fachufett's  aAembly  was  read,  and 
the  houfe  came  to  the  following  re- 
iblution)  on  the  queftions  : 

Firll,  Whether  the  houfe  are  of 
opinion,  that,  in  duty  to  their  con- 
Itituents,  they  ought  to  remonftrate 
to  the  crown  againft  the  ftamp  a£t, 
and  other  late  a£ts  of  parliament, 
by  which  heavy  burdens  have  been 
laid  on  the  colonies. 

Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Secondly,  Whether  this  houfe 
will  appoint  a  committee  of  three, 
or  more  of  their  members,  to  attend 
th«  congrefs  propofed  in  the  forego- 
ing letter,  to  be  held  at  New  York 
on  the  firft  of  Oftober  next,  for,  the 
purpoAis  therein  mentioned. 

Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Extras  of  a  letter  from  Boften,  in 
Ntw  England,  ./iuguji  26. 

**  Very  early  on  Wednefday 
morning,  tl^  14th  infiant,  were 
difcovered  hanging,  on  a  limb  of  the 
great  trees,  fo  called,  at  the  South 
■part  of  this  town,  two  effigies,  one 
of  which,  by  the  labels,  appeared 
to  be  defigned  to  reprefent  a  ftamp 
officer,  the  other  a  jack  boot  with  a 
jiead  and  horns  peeping  out  of  the 
top.  The  report  of  the  images  foon 
-fpi^ad  through  the  town,  brought 
d  vaft  number  of  fpedtators,  and 
had  fuch  an  eft'edt  on  them,  that 
they  were  immediately  infpired  with 
a  fpiritofenthufiafm,  which  diifufed 
•itfelf  through  the  whole  concourfe  ; 
fo  much  were  they  afte^ed  with  a 
fenfe  of  liberty,  that  fcarce  any 
could  attend  to  the  talk  of  day-la- 
bour. About  duflc  the  images 
were  taken  down,  placed  on  a  bier 
(not  covered  with  a  flieet,  except  a 
fheet  of  paper  which  bore  the  in- 
fcription)  fupp<5!-ted  in  pr»ceflion  by 
fix  men,  lollowed  by  a  great  con- 


courfe of  people,  and  in  the  greatefl; 
order,  echoing  forth.  Liberty  and 
Property  !  No  Stamp,  &c.— Having 
pafled  through  the  town-houfe,  they 
proceeded  with  their  pageantry  down 
King-ftreet,  and  thro'  Kilby-ilreet, 
where  an  edifice  had  been  lately 
erefted,  which  was  fuppofed  to  be 
defigned  for  a  ftamp-ofiice.  Here 
they  halted,  and  went  to  work  to 
demolifh  that  building,  which  they 
foon  elFe£ted,  without  receiving  any 
hurt,  excepting  one  of  the  fpefta- 
tors,  who  happened  to  be  rather  too 
nigh  the  brick  wall  when  it  fell. 
This  being  finiftied,  many  of  them 
them  loaded  themfelves  with  the 
wooden  tropJ  ies,  and  proceeded 
(bearing  the  tv.o  effigies)  to  the  top 
of  Fort-hillj  where  a  fire  was  foon 
kindled,  in  which  one  of  them  was 
burnt.  The  populace  after  this  went 
to  work  on  the  barn,  fence,  garden, 
&c.  and  here  it  would  have  ended, 
had  not  fome  indifcretions,  to  fay 
the  lealt,  been  committed  by  his 
friends  within,  which  fo  enraged  the 
people  they  were  not  to  be  reftrained, 
though  hitherto  no  violence  had 
been  offered  to  any  one.  But  it  is 
very  remarkable,  though  they  en- 
tered the  lower  part  of  the  houfe  in 
multitudes,  yet  the  damage  done  to 
it  was  not  fo  great  as  might  have 
been  expefted. 

"  The  next  day  the  honourable 
gentleman),  who>had  been  appointed 
to  the  duty  of  diflributor  of  the 
ftamps  when  they  (hould  arrive,  fup- 
pofing  himfelf  to  be  the  objeft  of 
their  derifton,  informed  the  prin- 
cipal gentlemen  of  the  town,  that  a? 
it  appeared  fo  difagreeable  to  the 
people,  he  fhould  requeft  the  liberty 
oi  being  excufed  from  that  office ; 
and  in  the  evening  the  populace 
re-aflembled,  erefted  a  pyramid, 
intending  a  fecond  bonfire ;  but 
upon  hearing  of  the  refignation, 
they  deiilted,  and  repaired  to  the 

gentleman's 
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gentleman's  gate,  gave  three  cheers, 
and  took  their  departure  without 
damage  ;  but  having  heard  it  pro- 
pagated that  an  honourable  gentle- 
man, at  the  north  part  of  the  town, 
had  been  acceflaf^  in  laying  on  the 
ftamp  duties,  &c.  they  repaired  to 
his  houfe,  where,  upon  being  in- 
formed byfome  gentlemen  of  integ- 
rity and  reputation,  that  he  had  not 
only  fpoke,  but  wrote  to  the  con- 
trary, they  retired,  and  having  pa- 
troled  the  llreets,  returned  to  their 
refpedlive  habitations,  as  quietly  as 
they  had  done  the  night  before." 

Extra£i  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman 
in  Philadelphia,  to  hii  friend  in 
Brijiol,  Sept.  7,   1765. 

"  I  make  no  doubt  you  have  been 
informed,  by  letters  from  your 
friends,  as  well  as  by  our  public 
news-papers,  of  the  great  commo- 
tions throughout  our  colonies  in  ge- 
neral, which  daily  increafe  on  ac- 
count of  the  late  (lamp  aft  for  raifing 
money  amongft  us:  What  adds  to 
our  uneafmefs  is,  that  we  hear  our 
brethren  in  England  ccnfure  us  fe- 
verely,  from  a  miftaken  opinion  that 
we  are  unwilling  to  pay  our  propor- 
tion towards  relieving  the  nation 
from  the  heavy  burden  of  debt  it 
now  groans  under.  This  is  by  no 
means  the  cafe:  We  are,  and  a.U 
ways  have  been,  ready  and  willing 
to  pay  our  yearly  proportion  of  that 
debt.  What  occaftons  this  general 
uneafinefs  and  commotion  is,— >i  ft. 
That  we  are  to  be  taxed  by  this  aft, 
without  being  rcprefented  on  your 
fide  of  the  water,  or  being  firft  heard 
for  ourfelves, — zd.  That  all  the  mo- 
nies to  be  r^lfed  by  this  aft  are  to  be 
lemitted  hi,:ne  to  the  King's  Ex- 
chequer in  >pecie,  and  not  by  bills 
of  exchange,  or  any  other  remit- 
tance.— jd.  That  if  any  offence  is 
committed  againft  the  .ift,  the  of- 
fender, if  tli«  profecutor  cliufes  it. 


II 

is  to  be  tried  by  a  Court  of  Admi- 
ralty. 

"  The  ift,  the  colonifts  fay,  is 
an  infringement  on  the  rights  andf 
privileges  they  have  ever  been  en- 
titled to,  and  enjoyed  by  their 
Royal  Charter.  Had  fhe  govern- 
ment at  home  fixed  on  any  particu- 
lar fum  to  be  yearly  raifed  and  paid 
by  them,  and  adjulled  their  feveral 
proportions,  which  they  well  know 
how  to  do,  and  left  it  to  their  feve- 
ral aflemblies  to  raife  the  money  by 
fuch  ways  and  means  as  they  lliould 
think  moft  eafy,  it  might  have  beeni 
readily  complied  with. — To  the  ad, 
it  is  impoffible  for  the  colonies  to 
raife  one  fourth  part  of  fo  much  fpe- 
cie  as  their  tax  would  amount  to,  as 
they  do  not  from  all  their  trade  im- 
port it.  Were  the  remittance  to  b«  , 
made  in  bills  of  exchange,  they 
might  poflibly  make  it  by  them.-— 
This  third  article  is  fo  great  a  ftrid* 
to  arbitrary  power,  and  fo  great  a 
violation  and  infringement  on  Eng- 
lilh  liberty,  that  no  Englilhman  can 
fubmit  tamely  to  it.  Why  ftibuld  the 
King's  fubjefts  on  this  fide  of  the 
water  be  deprived  of  the  liberty  of 
being  tried  by  civil  authority  and 
twelve  honeft  jurymen  more  than  in 
England?  Were  an  attempt  to  be 
made  of  this  kind  with  you,  every 
Englilhman  who  has  the  leaft  fenfe 
of  his  right  of  liberty  would  rife  iii 
oppofuion  J  and  you  may  depend 
upon  it,  that  unlefs  thefe  three  pari> 
ticulars  are  altered,  the  colonifts 
will  grow  more  and  more  nneafy  J* 

In  the  midll  of  thefe  heats,  Go- 
vernoj  Fauquieur  prorogued  the  Ge- 
neral Affemljly  otVirginia,  till  the 
17th  of  Oftober;  and  Governor 
Wentworth  prorogued  that  of  Nev^ 
Hampfhire  to  the  19th  of  No- 
vember (eighteen  days  after  the 
ftamp  aft  was  to  be  in  force). 

Mi.  Mefferve,  the  ftamp-officer 
forNewHamprtjire,  was  furrounded 

c  2  fey 
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by  above  three  hundred  perfons  (fe- 
veral  of  whom  wefc  men  of  pro- 
perty) and  obliged  to  Qf^gage  not  to 
aft  in  his  office. 

At  Providence,  a  Gazette  Extra- 
ordinary was  publifhcd,  on  the  24th 
of  Augufl:,  with  vox  populi,  vox 
DEI,  in  large  letters,  for  the  fronr 
tifpiece ;  and  underneath.  Where 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is,  there  is  Li- 
berty. St.  PauJ. — It  congratulated 
them  on  the  fpirlt  of  oppofition  that 
had  already  been  ihewn  In  divers  parts 
of  North  America;  and  went  on  in 
thefe  words :  "  We  have  glorious  ac- 
counts from  all  parts,  of  the  noble 
fpiritof  the  people  in  the  caufe  of  li- 
berty," and  concluded  an  addrefs  to 
the  people  of  New  England,  thus : 
"  Let  mp  draw  towards  a  conclufion, 
by  obferving  the  univerfal  fpirit 
which  now  prevails  thro'  the  colonies, 
to  take  all  lawful  meafures  to  prcr 
vent  the  execution  of  the  (lamp  aft 
here.  This  laudable  zeal  hath  burfl 
into  ajlame  in  Bollon,  and  the  ex.- 
f  rtions  of  the  people  in  that  ancient 
town,  who  have  heretcffore  been 
pbliged  to  ftruggle  fcir  their  liberties, 
when  infamoufly  attacked,  as  their 
their  Wftory  fliews,  plainly  indicate 
that  the  fpirit  of  their  fathers  reft 
upon  them,  and  that  they  preferve 
}n  their  breads  the  noble  fehfations 
offreedom." 

The  flame  now  ran  from  province 
to  province,  and  the  fpirit  of  oppo- 
fition  was  almoft  univerfal ;  Mr.  In- 
gerfoU,  ftamp  officer  of  Connefticut, 
had  font  to  Wyndham  to  a  perfon 
whom  he  had  appointed  to  be  his 
deputy,  to  come  to  him  at  New  Ha- 
ven, to  receive  his  commiffion  ;  but 
the  inhabitants  at  Wyndham,  having 
knowledge  of  the  letter  he  had  rcr 
ceived,  uirrounded  his  houfe,  de^ 
ihanded  the  letter  from  him,  and 
warned  him  not  to  accept  the  office, 
which  fo  terrified  him,  that  the  very 
fame  poft  he  fent  back  an  abfolute 


refufal  of  taking  the  charge  upon 
him. 

The  fame  fate  awaited  his  princi- 
pal at  New  Haven,  whofe  refigna-. 
tion  of  the  place  of  (lamp  officer  was 
printed  in  the  Bofton  Poft  Boy  of 
Aug.  24,  in  the  following  words : 

To  the geo4 People  o/"Coi*  NECTipuT, 
"  When  I  undertook  the  office  of 
diftributpr  of  ftamps  for  this  colony, 
I  meant  a  lervice  to  you,  and  really 
thought  ycq  would  have  viewed  it 
in  that  light,  when  you  came  to  un-r 
derftand  the  nature  of  the  ftamp  aft, 
and  that  of  the  office ;  but  fince  it 
gives  you  fo  much  uneafinefs,  you 
may  be  affured,  if  I  find  (after  the 
aft  takes  place,  which  is  the  firft  of 
November)  that  you  (hall  not  incline 
to  purchafe  or  make  ufe  of  any 
ftampt  paper,  I  (hall  not  force  it 
upon  you,  nor  think  it  worth  my 
whije  to  trouble  you  or  myfelf  with 
any  exercifeof  my  office  j  but  if  by 
that  time  I  ftiall  find  you  generally 
in  much  need  of  the  ftampt  paper, 
and  very  anxious  to  obtain  it,  I  (hall 
hope  you  will  be  willing  to  receive 
it  of  me  (if  I  ftiall  happen  to  have 
any)  at  leaft  until  another  perfon 
more  agreeable  to  you  can  be  ap- 
pointed in  my  room. 

**  I  cannot  but  wifh  you  would 
think  more  how  to  get  rid  of  the 
j^amp  aSi,  than  of  the  officers  who 
are  to  fupply  you  with  paper,  and 
that  you  had  learnt  more  of  the  na- 
ture of  my  office  before  you  had  uut 
dertaken  to  be  fo  very  angry  at  it." 

Aug.  1765.        •' 


This  refignation  was  much  ap- 
plauded, but  fiems  rather  to  have 
been  the  eftt^'l  of  fear,  ^han  a  hearty 
defire  of  complying  with  the  temper 
of  the  times ;  for,  when  the  people 
aflembled  round  his  houfe,  and  de- 
manded, whether  he  intended  to  aft 
in  that  office,  or  re(ign,  he  an- 
...  _  fwered. 
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(Wered,  that  as  he  had  accepted  the 
office  in  perfon,  he  did  not  think  he 
had  power  to  refign .  They  next  de- 
manded whether,  when  the  ftampt 
paper  arrived,  he  would  deliver  it  to 
them,  to  m^ke  a  bonfire?  Or — 
have  his  houfe  pulled  down.  To 
this  quellion  he  ftrove  to  evade  giv- 
ing an  anfwer,  by  defiring  them  to 
wait  the  meeting  of  the  aflembly, 
and  feveral  other  pretences ;  but 
)vhen  he  found  all  unavailing,  he 
|hen  promifed,  "  that  when  they 
arrived,  he  would  either  re-ftiip 
them  to  be  fent  ba<;k  {  or,  when 
they  were  in  his  houfe,  he  would 
leave  his  doors  open,  that  they  might 
then  aft  as  they  thought  proper  ;  this 
fatisfied  them,  and  they  difperfed ; 
and  the  above  advertif^ment  appear >- 
ed  in  the  paper. 

On  the  26th  of  Auguft,  about 
twilight,  a  fmall  bonfire  was  kindled 
in  King-ftreet,  Bofton,  and  fur- 
rounded  only  by  a  few  boys  and 
children ;  but  when  the  fireward 
endeavoured  to  extinguilh  it,  he 
was  whifpered,  by  an  unknown 
perfon,  to  defiil ;  which  he  not  re- 
garding, received  a  blow  on  his 
9rm,  and  fuch  other  marks  of  dif- 
pleafure,  as  obliged  him  to  with- 
draw. But  prefently  after  a  parti- 
cular whilHe  and  whoop  was  heard 
from  feveral  quarters,  which  in- 
Aantly  drew  together  a  great  num- 
ber of  perfons,  difguifed,  and  armed 
with  clubs,  (licks,  &c.  who  afl'aulted 
the  houfe  of  William  Story,  Efq; 
deputy  regifter  of  the  Vice-Admi- 
ralty, oppofite  tlie  north  fide  of  the 
CourtrHoufe,  the  lower  part  of 
which,  being  his  office,  was  broke 
open,  the  files  and  public  records 
of  that  court  were  feized,  ^nd  con- 
demned  to  the  flames. 

This  did  not  take  up  half  an 
hour,  when  they  ruihed  -onwards 
(pncr^^ing  in  tlieir  numbers)  to  t^e 


new-built  houfe  of  Benjamin  Hallo* 
well,  jun.  Efa;  the  fttrnitace  ol 
which  :hey  deltroyed.  About  ten 
o'clock,  they  attacked  the  houfe  of 
the  Lieut.  Governor,  which,  in'  a 
few  hours,  they  fhipt  of  its  furni- 
ture ;  and  even  his  apparel,  books, 
&c,  were  deftroycd.  After  which 
they  difperfed. 

The  next  morning  was  the  dmo 
for  holding  the  afnze  and  the  fu- 
preme  court  of  judicature,  when  the 
chief  juftice  was  obliged  to  attend 
in  his  only  fuit,  while  the  gentle-  ■ 
men  of  the  bench  and  bar  were  in 
their  refpeftive  robes.  But  the  chief 
inhabitants  were  very  ftrenuous  to 
diltinguiih  *'  that  tumultuous  and 
outrageous  behaviour,  from  a  truly 
noble  oppo^tion  to  the  impofition  of 
internal  taxes,  without  the  inter- 
vention of  the  refpeftive  legiflaturea 
of  the  colonies."  The  peace  and 
good  order  of  the  town  was  reftored, 
and  preferved  by  a  nightly  military 
watch,  and  feveral  perfons  were 
apprehended  and  committed  to  goal, 
on  fufpicion  of  being  concernra  in 
the  late  riots. 

It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  the 
outrages  on  the  26th  were- not  only 
difavowed  by  the  reputable  part  of 
the  inhabitants,  but,  on  a  fhort 
notice,  they  met  at  Fanueil-hall  in 
great  numbers,  and  teilified  their 
utter  deteilation  of  the  extraordinary 
and  violent  proceedings  of  the  un- 
known perfons  the  preceding  night; 
and  they  unanimoully  voted  "  THat 
the  feleft  men,  and  magiftrates  of 
the  town,  be  defired  to  ufe  their 
utmoll  endeavours,  agreeable  to  law, 
to  fupprefs  fuch  dilbrders  for  the 
future;  and  that  the  freeholders, 
and  other  inhabitants,  will  do  every 
thiiig  in  their  power  t«  affift  them 
therein."  The  next  day  a  procla- 
mation was  publiflied  by  the  gover- 
nor, offering  a  reward  of  300!.  for 
the  ^fcovery  of  any  pf  (he  ring* 

leadersj, 
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UiAtrk,  and.  lool.  for  any  of  the 
•ther  perfoiis  concerned  in  that  riot. 

On  Tuefday  the  27th  of  Auguft 
(for,  as  if  it  had  been  previoufly 
concerted,  the  commotions  through- 
out the  provinces  all  happened  with- 
in a/ew  davs  of  each  other)  about 
iiihe  o'cIock  in  the  morning,  the 

feople  of  Newport,  in  Rhode  Illand, 
roUght  forth  the  effigies  of  three 
^erfons,  in  a  cart,  with  halters 
about  their  necks,  to  a  gallows, 
i)venty  feet  high,  placed  near  the 
Town-houfe,  where  they  were  hung 
io  public  view  till  near  night,  when 
they  were  cut  down,  and  burnt  un- 
der the  gal!ows,  amidft  the  accla- 
mations of  thoufands. 

The  next  evening  they  aflembled 
again,  and  befet  the  houfe  of  Mar- 
tin Howard,  jun.  Efq;  the  furni- 
ture, &c.  thereof  they  burnt  and 
4el{royed,  as  they  did  next  that  of 
Pr.  Thomas  Moffat,  leaving  tlie 
houfesmefe  fhells.  They  then  pro- 
ceeded towards  the  houfe  of  Auguf- 
itts  Johnlloh,  Efq;  who  had  been 
ap^inted  ftamp-mafter  for  Rhode 
Ifland,  but  were  met  and  parleyed 
ixath  by  a  gentleman,  who,  telling 
ihem  the  houfe  was  not  Mr.  John- 
fibn's  property,  they  defifled  from 
any  farther  attempts,  hat  infifled 
ihat  Mr.  Johnfton's  efFe£ts  fliould 
be  delivered  to  them  next  day, 
niilefs  he  would  refign  his  place, 
which  he  did  on  his  coming  to  town 
next  day,  in  the  following  terms, 
aiid  then  they  difperfed  : 

37  the  Inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Neiuport, 

Gentlemen, 
*•  As  I  find  my  being  appointed 
the  ftamp-officer  of  this  colony  has 
irritated  the  people  of  this  town 
aigainft  me,  thottgh  the  office  was 
bellowed  on  me  unafked  and  un- 
th'ought  of;  and  being  willing,  as 
fltr  as  it  is  in  my  powei*,  to  rellore 


tranqnilitv  to  the  town,  do  engagd, 
upon  my  honour,  that  I  will  not  ac- 
cept of  the  faid  office,  upon  any 
terms,  unleft  I  have  your  confent 
for  the  fame. 

Augustine  Johnston." 
Auguft  29,  1765. 

On  thefe  outrages,  Mr.  Howard 
and  Mr.  Moffat,  finding  the  refent- 
ment  of  the  people  was  very  high 
againll  them,  and  fearing  their  per- 
fons  would  not  be  fafe  in  Newport, 
took  fhelter  in  the  Signet  man  of 
war,  and  foon  after  departed  for 
Great  Britain. 

On  the  10th  of  September,  the 
fiamp  papers  for  the  ufe  of  the  New 
England  Government,  arrived  at 
Bofton  i  of  which  the  Governor  in- 
formed the  AfTembly  in  the  followr 
ing  fpeech : 

Geiitlemin  of  the  Council  and  Gentle- 
men of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentativeit 

"  A  fhip  is  arrived  in  the  har- 
bour with  namped  papers  on  board 
for  the  King's  ufe  in  this  province, 
and  alfo  with  Other  ftamped  papers 
for  the  like  ufe  for  the  province  of 
NewHanipfhireand  colony  of  Rhode 
Ifland  ;  as  Mr.  Oliver  has  declined 
the  office  of  diftributor  of  ftamped 
papers,  and  cannot  fafely  meddle 
with  what  are  arrived,  the'  care  of 
them  devolves  to  this  government, 
as  having  a  general  c  arge  of  the 
King's  intereft  within  it.  I  have 
already  laid  this  matter  before  the 
Council,  and  they  refer  it  to  a  Ge- 
neral Court ;  I  therefore  now  apply 
to  yow  jointly  to  defire  your  advice 
and  affirtance,  in  order  to  preferve 
the  ftamped  papers  defigned  for  thii 
government,  being  the  King's  pro- 
perty, of  very  confiderable  value, 
fafe  and  fecure  for  his  Majefty's  fur- 
ther orders.  I  muft  alfo  defire  you 
at  the  fame  time  to  coniider  of  the 
like  prefervative  of  the  ftamped  pa- 
pers defigned  for  New  Hampftiire 
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kni  Rhode  Ifland,  if  the  diftributors 
appointed  for  thofe  governments 
ihould  decline  to  have  the  charge  of 
them,  and  in  fuch  cafe  the  care  of 
them  will  devolve  to  this  govern- 
ment, equally  with  others." 

To  which  the  Aflfembly  replied. 
May  it  plea/tyour  Excelltncy, 
*'  The  Houfe  havine  given  all 
4ue  attention  to  your  Excellency's 
mefla^e  of  this  day,  beg  leave  to 
acquaint  your  Excellency,  that  the 
ilamped  papers  mentioned  in  vour 
aieflage  are  brought  here  without 
any  direAions  to  this  government : 
it  is  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  that  it 
may  prove  of  ill  confequence  for 
them  any  ways  to  intereft  themfelves 
in  this  matter ;  we  hope  therefore 
your  Excellency  will  excufe  us,  if 
we  cannot  fee  our  way  clear  enough 
to  give  you  any  advice  or  affiance 
therein." 

The  General  Aflembly  having 
thus  declined  to  interfere  m  the  di- 
reftion  of  the  ilamp  paper,  the  Go- 
vernor again  applied  to  the  Council, 
Who  advifed  him  to  lodge  the  Ilamp 
paj>ers  in  the  Caftle ;  but  various  re- 
ports having  been  fpread  concerning 
this  meafure,  his  Excellency  on  the 
firft  of  Oftober  made  the  following 
fpeech  to  the  Council : 

Gentlemen, 
"  I  have  been  inr/med  that  it  is 
reported  about  the  town,  tiiat  the 
ftamped  papers  are  to  be  lodged  in 
the  Caftle,  there  to  be  unpacked 
and  diftributed.  I  h^ve  frequently 
^n  converfation  fliewn  the  abfurdity 
ui  fuch  a  fuppofition  ;  but  as  what 
I  have  faid  is  perhaps  not  much 
known,  I  make  tliis  declaration  to 
you  :  That  I  have  no  warrant,  or- 
der, or  authority  whatfoever,  to  dif- 
tribute  the  fcamped  papers,  or  to  un- 
pack the  bales,  or  I'eparate  the  par- 
eels,  or  order  any  perfon  whaKfoevsr 


fo  to  do ;  that  it  cannot  be  conceived 
that  I  fhould  be  fo  imprudent  as  to 
undertake  a  bufinefs  to  which  I  havo 
no  appointment,  and  make  myfelf 
anfwerable  for  large  fums  of  money« 
the  receipt  of  which  I  cannot  attend 
to,  and  liave  no  power  to  direfl  or 
order  :  What  I  have  done  in  purfu- 
ance  of  your  advice,  in  ordering  tht 
ftamped  papers  to  be  depofited  in 
the  Caftle,  and  there  to  be  defended 
with  all  the  force  of  that  fortrefs, 
was  to  preferve  them  entire  and  un- 
packed for  his  Majefty's  ufe.     In 
this  I  have  had  two  things  in  view, 
to  prevent  imprudent  people  com- 
mitting an  high  infult  upon  the 
King,  an  indignity  which  would  be 
fure  to  meet  with  particular  refent- 
ment ;  and  to  fave  the  town  or  pro- 
vince, as  it  may  happen,  from  be- 
ing made  anfwrrable  for  fo  great  a 
fum  as  the  value  of  the  ftamped  pa* 
pers  will  amount  to ;  as  they  cer- 
tainly will  be,  if  the  ftamped  papera 
ftiould  be  taken  away.    In  provid- 
ing againft  thefe  two  evils,  furely 
we  are  endeavouring  to  do  the  town 
and  province  real  and  important  fer- 
vice,  whatever  people,  in  their  pre» 
fent  temper,  may  think." 

•"  His  Excellency  having  made 
the  foregoing  declaration  to  the 
Board,  they  ligniiied  their  unani- 
mous defire  to  his  Excellency,  that 
he  would  permit  the  fame  to  be  pub- 
lifhed;  and  his  Excellency  there- 
upon gave  permiiliQn  for  publilhing 
the  fame  accordingly." 

A.  Oliver,  Sec. 

About  this  time  the  following 
advcrdfement  appeared  in  the  New 
York  Gazette  : 

fo  Mtjfrs.  Green  andRiNO* 

Gentlemen, 
*'  I  am  informed  that  the  ftamp- 
law  takes  place  the  firft  day  of  No- 
vember next ;    I   therefore   hereby 
give  notice  to  all  oiBceis  whatfoever 
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that  may  be  appointed  by  virtue  of 
that  moft  grievous  and  unconftitu- 
tional  aft  (to  prevent  them  trouble) 
that  I  will  pay  no  tax  whatever^  but 
what  is  laid  upon  me  by  my  repre> 
fentatives.  I  am,  gentlemen, 
Your  humble  fervant, 

Benjamin  Welsh. " 

While  the  colonies  fliewed  the 
ftfongeft  marks  of  diilike  to  thofe 
whom  they  fuppofed  to  be  the  pro- 
moters of  the  ftamp-aft,  they  were 
as  ftrong  in  their  marks  of  approba- 
tion of  thofe  who  had  nppofed  its 
palling.  On  the  i8th  of  Septem- 
ber, at  a  meeting  of  the  freeholders 
and  inhabitants  of  Bolton,  a  com- 
mittee of  feven  gentlemen  was  chofen 
*'  to  draw  up  and  tranfinit  to  Mr. 
Secretary  Conway  and  Colonel  Ifaac 
Barre,  feveral  addrelTes  of  thanks 
for  their  patriotic  fpeeches  in  parlia- 
ment, in  favour  of  the  rights  and 
Srivileges  of  the  colonilb ;  and  to 
eiire  correA  copies  thereof  to  be 
placed  among  their  moft  precious 
archives."  And  they  voted  the  pic- 
tures of  thofe  gentlemen  to  be  placed 
in  their  Town-hall. 

On  Saturday,  Sept.  21,  there  was 
publilhed  a  new  news-paper  in  Ame- 
rica, under  the  following  title, 
"  The  Constitutional  Cou- 
KANT,  containing  matters  intereft- 
ing  to  Liierty,  and  no  ways  repug- 
nant to  Loyalty  :"  It  had  an  emble- 
matical head-piece,  of  a  fnake  cut 
into  feveral  pieces,  on  each  of  which 
were  the  initial  letters  of  the  names 
of  the  feveral  colonies,  and  over  it, 
"  Join  or  die"  in  large  letters, 
and  the  imprint  was,  "  Printed  by 
Andrt'w  Mar'vel,  at  the  fign  of  the 
Bribe  refujed,  on  ConjUtution-bill, 
North  America." 

The  25th  of  September  the  Ge- 
neral Alfembly  of  the  province  at 
Maffachufett's-Bay,   iii  New  Eng- 


land, metatBofton,  when  his  £>^< 
cellency  Francis  Bernard,  Efq;  Go- 
vernor of  the  faid  province,  made 
the  following  fpeech  to  them  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Couricily  and  Gent li- 
tnen  of  the  Houfe  ofRepre/entixtives,  ' 

"  I  have  called  you  together  at 
this  unufual  time,  in  purluance  of 
the  unanimous  advice  of  a  very  full 
Council,  that  you  may  take  into 
conlideration  the  prefent  rtate  of  thd 
province,  and  determine  what  is  td 
be  done  at  this  difficult  and  danger- 
ous conjuncture.  I  need  not  recount 
to  you  the  violences  which  have 
been  committed  in  this  town,  hoi^ 
the  declarations  which  have  been 
made  and  Hill  fubfilt,  that  the  itx. 
of  parliament  for  granting  Itamp- 
duties  in  the  Britiih  colonies  Ihall 
not  be  executed  within  this  province. 
TI .  ordinary  executive  authority  of 
this  government  is  much  too  weak 
to  contradift  fuch  declarations,  ot 
oppofe  the  force  by  which  they  ar6 
fupported :  It  has  therefore  been 
found  neceflary  to  call  the  whole  le- 
gillative  power  in  aid  of  the  execu- 
tive government.  From  this  time 
this  arduous  bulinefs  will  be  put  int9 
your  hands,  and  it  will  become  a 
provincial  concern. 

"  Upon  this  occalion  it  is  my  duty 
to  ftate  to  you  what  will  probably  be 
the  confequences,  ifyoulhouldfufFcr 
a  confirnved  difobedience  of  this  adl 
of  parliament  to  take  place.  lam' 
fenftble  how  dangerous  it  is  to  fpeak 
out  at  this  time,  and  upon  this  fub- 
je£l ;  but  my  Itation  will  not  aljow 
me  to  be  awed  or  rertrained  in  what 
I  have  to  fay  to  the  General  Court  { 
not  only  my  duty  to  the  King,  but 
my  duty  to  the  Province,  my  love 
to  it,  my  concern  for  it,  oblige  me 
to  be  plain  and  explicit  upon  this 
occafion.  And  I  hope  no  advocatet 
for  liberty  will  violate  that  eflential 
conllitutional  right,  freedom  of 
Ipeech  in  the  General    Affembly. 

"  As 


t  I 


\ 


PRIok       bOCUMENTiJ. 


»^ 


**'  As  I  deftre  not  to  dlAate  to  you, 
and  would  avoid  all  appearance  of  it, 
I  (hall  refolve  what  I  have  to  recom- 
mend to  your  confideration  into  mere 
queftions,  ai.d  avoid  adertions  of  my 
own  in  matters  which  are  doubtful. 
I  ihall  not  enter  into  any  difquiiition 
of  the  policy  of  the  a£t :  it  has  never 
been  a  part  of  my  bufinefs  to  enter 
into  any  judgment  of  it ;  and  as  I 
have  not  hitherto  had  any  opportu- 
nity to  exprefs  any  fentiments  of  it, 
I  fhall  not  do  it  now.  I  have  only 
to  fay,  that  it  is  an  a£l  of  the  parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  and  as  fuch 
ought  to  be  obeyed  by  the  fubjedls  of 
Great  Britain.  And  1  trutt  that  the 
fupremacy  of  that  parliament,  over 
all  the  members  of  their  wide  and 
diiFufed  empire,  never  was,  and  never 
will  be  denied  within  thefe  walls. 

"  The  Right  of  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britian  to  make  laws  for  the 
American  colonies,  however  it  has 
been  controverted  in  America,  re- 
mains indifputableat  Weftmififter.  If 
it  is  yet  to  oe  madeaqueftion,  who 
fhall  determine  it  but  the  parliament  ? 
If  the  parliament  declares  that  this 
right  is  inherent  in  them,  are  they 
like  to  acquiefce  in  an  open  and 
forcible  oppofition  to  the  exercife  of 
it?  Wih  they  not  more  probably 
maintain  fuch  right,  and  fupport 
their  own  authority  ?  Is  it  in  the  will 
or  in  the  power,  or  for  the  intereft 
of  this  province  to  oppofe  fuch  au- 
thority I  If  fuch  oppofition  ihould 
be  made,  may  it  not  bring  on  a  con- 
tcft,  which  may  prove  the  moft  de- 
trimental and  ruinous  event  which 
could  happen  to  this  people  ? 

"  It  IS  faid,  that  the  gentleman 
who  oppofed  this  a&  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  did  not  difpute  the 
authority  of  parliament  to  make 
fuch  a  law,  but  argued  upon  the 
inexpediency  of  it  at  this  time,  and 
the  inability  of  the  colonies  to  bear 
fuch  an  impofition.    Thefe  are  two 


diilindl  queftions,  which  may  receive 
difterent  anfwers.  The  power  of 
the  parliament  to  tax  the  colonies 
may  be  admitted,  and  yet  the  expe- 
diency of  exercifing  that  power  at 
frch  a  time,  and  in  fuch  a  manner^ 
may  be  denied.  Butifthequeftions 
are  blended  together,  fo  as  to  admit 
ofbutoneanfwer,  the  affirmative  of 
the  right  of  parliament  will  conclude 
for  the  expediency  of  the  a£t.  Con* 
fider  therefore,  gentlemen,  if  yoa 
found  yoiir  application  for  relief 
upon  denying  the  parliament's  right 
to  make  fuch  a  lawj  whether  you 
will  not  take  from  your  friends  and 
advocates  the  ufe  of  thofe  arguments* 
which  are  moil  like  to  procure  the 
relief  you  deiire  i 

"  You,  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives,  have  propofed  a 
congrefs  of  committees  from  the  re- 
prefentatives of  feveral  colonies,  to 
confider  of  a  general,  united,  duti- 
ful, loyal  and  humble  reprefentation 
which  you  have  propofed  ?  Will  the 
denying  the  power  and  authority  of 
the  King  and  Parlianient,  be  the 
proper  means  to  obtain  their  favour  ? 
If  the  parliament  fhould  be  difpofed 
to  repeal  this  a6l,  wilfthey  probably 
do  it  whiift  there  fubfifls  a  forcible 
oppofition  to  the  execution  of  it  ?  Is 
it  not  more  probable,  that  they  will 
require  a  fubmiffion  to  their  authority 
as  a  preliminary  to  their  granting 
you  any  relief?  Confider  then, 
whether  the  oppofition  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  SL&.  has  not  a  direA  ten- 
dency to  defeat  the  meafures  you 
have  taken  to  procure  a  repeal  of  it, 
if  you  do  not  interpofe  to  prevent  it. 

"  By  this  a£l,  all  papers  which 
are  not  duly  flamped  are  to  be  null 
and  void  ;  and  all  perfons  who  fhall 
fign,  engrofs,  or  write  any  fuch  pa- 
pers, will  forfeit,  for  each  faQ,  ten 
pounds.  If  therefore  llamps  are  not 
to  be  ufed,  all  public  offices  muft  be 
fliut  up :  for  it  cannot  be  expefted, 
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that  any  officer  ftould  incur  penal- 
ties much  beyond  all  he  is  worth, 
for  the  fake  of  doing  what  muft  be 
null  and  void  when  it  is  done.  I 
would  therefore  defire  you  to  confider 
what  effedls  the  flopping  two  kinds 
of  offices  only,  the  Courts  of  JuHice 
and  the  Cullom-houfes,  will  have 
upon  the  generality  of  the  people. 
When  the  Courts  of  Juilice  are  ihut 
up,  no  one  will  be  able  to  fue  for 
a  debt  due  to  him.  Muft  not  then 
all  credit  and  mutual  faith  ceafe  of 
courfe,  and  fraud  and  rapine  take 
their  place  ?  Will  any  one's  perfon 
or  property  be  fafe,  when  their  fole 
proteftor,  the  law,  is  debafed  to 
aft  ?  Muft  not  the  hand  of  violence 
be  then  let  loofe,  and  force  of  arms 
become  the  only  governing  power  ? 
It  is  eafy  to  form  an  adequate  idea 
of  a  ftate  of  general  outlawry :  And 
may  not  the  reality  exceed  the  worft 
idea  you  can  form  of  it  ? 

"  If  trade  and  navigation  ftiall  ceafe 
by  the  fhutting  up  the  ports  of  this 
province  for  want  of  legal  clearances ; 
are  you  fure  that  all  other  ports  which 
can  rival  thefe  will  be  fhut  up  alfo  i 
Can  you  depend  upon  recovering 
your  trade  again  entire  and  undi- 
miniflied,  when  you  (hall  be  pleafed 
to  refume  it?  Can  the  people  of 
this  province  fubiift  within  naviga- 
tion for  any  long  time  ?  What  will 
become  of  the  feamen  who  will  be 
put  out  of  employment  ?  What  will 
Become  of  the  tradefmen  who  imme- 
diately depend  upon  the  navigation 
for  their  daily  bread  ?  Will  thefe 
people  endure  want  quietly  without 
troubling  their  neighbours  ?  What 
will  become  of  the  numberlefs  fa- 
milies which  depend  upon  fiihery  ? 
Will  they  be  able  to  turn  the  pro- 
duce of  their  year's  work  into  the 
neceftaries  of  life  without  naviga- 
tion ?  Are  there  not  numberlefs 
other  families  who  do  not  appear 
immediately  concerned   in   trade. 


and  yet  ultimately  depend  upon  it  i 
Do  you  think  it  poflible  to  provide 
for  the  infinite  chain  of  the  depen- 
dants upon  trade,  who  will  be 
brought  to  want  by  the  flopping  of 
it  ?  ft  is  certain  that  this  provmce 
has  a  ftock  of  provifions  within  it- 
felf  fufficient  for  all  its  inhabitants, 
without  the  ufual  imports  ?  If  there 
Ihould  be  a  fufficiency  in  general, 
can  it  be  diftributed  among  all  the 
individuals  without  great  violence 
and  confufion  ?  In  ihort,  can  this 
province  bear  a  ceftation  of  law  and 
juftice,  and  of  trade  and  navigation, 
at  a  time  when  the  bufmefs  of  the 
year  is  to  be  wound  up,  and  the 
fevere  feafon  is  haftily  approaching  f 
Thefe    are    ferious   and    alarming 

Jueftions,  which  deferve  a  cool  ana 
ifpaflionate  confideration. 
"  I  would  not  willingly  aggra- 
vate the  dangers  which  are  before 
you :  I  do  not  think  it  very  eafy  to 
do  it :  This  province  feems  to  me 
to  be  upon  the  brink  of  a  precipice ; 
and  that  it  depends  upon  you  to  pre- 
vent its  falling.  Poflibly  I  may  fear 
more  for  you  than  you  do  for  your- 
felves ;  but  in  the  Atuation  you  now 
Hand,  a  fight  of  your  danger  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  your  prefervation  !  and  it- 
is  my  bufinefs  to  open  it  to  you. 
But  I  do  not  pretend  to  enumerate 
all  the  evils  which  may  poflibly  hap- 
pen; feveral,  and  fome  of  no  little 
importance,  will  occur  to  you,  the* 
they  have  been  omitted  by  me.  In 
a  word,  gentlemen,  never  were  your 
judgment  and  prudence  fo  put  to  a 
trial,  as  they  are  like  to  be  upon  the 
prefent  occafton. 

"  I  am  aware  that  endeavours 
have  been,  or  may  be  ufed,  to  lefteA 
my  credit  with  you,  which  I  hav» 
hitherto  always  ftudied  to  improve 
to  the  advantage  of  the  province. 
Violences  feldom  come  alone  :  The 
fame  fpirit  which  pulls  down  houfes 
attacks  reputations.    The  belt  men 
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in  the  province  have  been  much  in- 
jured in  this  Way ;  I  myfelf  have 
not  efcaped  this  malignity.  But  I 
fhall  not  lower  myfelf  (o  as  to  an« 
fwer  Aich  accufers :  To  you  I  fhall 
always  owe  Aich  explanations  as  (hall 
be  neoeffary  to  the  improvement  of 
a  good  underftanding  between  us. 
However,  I  will  take  this  opportu- 
nity to  declare  publicly,  that  ever 
iince  I  have  fat  in  this  chair,  I  have 
been  conftantly  attentive  to  the  true 
interefts  of  this  province,  according 
to  the  bell  of  my  underftanding,  and 
have  endeavoured  to  promote  them 
by  all  means  in  my  power.  The 
welfare  of  this  people  is  ftill  uppec 
moil  in  my  heart :  and  I  believe  no 
man  feels  more  for  them  than  I  do 
at  this  prefent  time. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefcn- 
tati'ves, 

**  I  mull  recommend  yoa  to  do 
an  a^  of  juAice,  which  at  the  fame 
time  will  refleft  credit  upon  your-, 
felves  J  I  mean  to  order  a  compen- 
fation  to  be  made  to  the  fufFerers  by 
the  late  dreadful  diflurbances.  Their 
loffes  are  too  great  for  them  to  fit 
down  with  ;  one  of  them  amounts 
to  a  very  large  fum.  You  mull  be 
fenfible  that  it  will  be  expefted  that 
thefe  damages  be  made  good ;  and 
it  will  be  better  for  you  to  do  it  of 
your  own  accord  before  any  re quifi- 
tion  is  made  to  you.  An  eftimate 
of  thefe  damages  is  made  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  council,  purfuant  to 
order,  which  will  be  laid  before  you. 

Gentlemen, 
"  I  am  fenfible  of  the  difficulty  of 
the  part  you  have  to  aft  ;  it  may  not 
be  fufficient  for  you  to  be  convinced 
of  a  fubmilTion  to  the  law  for  the  pre- 
fent, unlets  the  fame  conviftion  Ihall 
be  extended  to  the  people  in  gene- 
ral. If  this  Ihould  be  fo,  I  can  only 
dpfire  you  to  uie  all  means  to  make 


yourfclves  well  acquainted  with  the 
exigency  of  the  prefent  time ;  and  if 
you  fhall  be  perluaded  that  a  difobe- 
dience  of  the  aft  is  produftive  of 
much  more  evil  than  a  fubmiflion  to 
it  can  be,  you  mull  endeavour  to 
convince  your  conilituents  of  the 
truth  of  fuch  perfuaflon.  In  fuch 
cafe  I  fhall  readily  grant  you  a  re- 
cefs  for  a  fufficient  time  ;  and  J  fhall 
be  ready  to  concur  with  you  in  all 
other  legal  meafures  to  provide  for 
the  fafety  of  the  people  in  the  beft 
manner. 

Council  Chamber,  p 
Sept.  25,  1765. 


^ra.Bbrnarp.'* 


The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  im- 
mediately appointed  a  committee  to 
prepare  an  addrefs  in  anfwer  to  his 
Excellency's  fpeech,  and  the  draught 
was  to  have  been  reported  the  28th ; 
on  the  preceding  day,  both  the 
huul'es  of  afTembly  received  the  afto- 
nifhing,  fudden,  and  unexpefted 
mefTage  to  adjourn  to  the  23d  of 
Oftober. 

The  26th  of  September  the  hon. 
Thomas  Finch,  Efq;  governor  of 
Connefticut,  iflued  a  proclamation, 
"  requiring  all  officers,  civil  and 
military,  to  ufe  their  utmofl  endea- 
vours for  preventing  and  fuppreffing 
all  riots  and  tumultuous  aflemblies";" 
but  fo  great  was  the  dread  of  the 
peoples  refentment,  that  William 
Storey,  Efq;  refigned  his  office  of 
deputy-rcgiiter  of  the  court  of  Vice- 
Admiralty  ;  as  fome  days  before, 
William  Cox,  Efq;  had  refigned  his 
office  as  llamp-mafler  for  New-Jer- 
fey. 

About  the  fame. time,  fourteen 
boxes  more  of  flampt  paper  arrived 
at  Boflon  for  the  ufe  of  that  pro- 
vince ;  and  of  New  Hampfhire  dnd 
Rhode  Ifland;  but  the  Ihips  that 
brought  them  were  obligeci  to  be 
guarded  in  by  a  man  of  war  floop 
and  a  cutv^r,  and  brought  to  under 
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the  proteflion  of  the  guns  of  the 
caftle. 

The  inhabitants  of  Conncfticut 
not  bein^  fully  fatisfied  with  theArft 
declaration  of  Mr.  Ingerfoll,  a  great 
number  of  the  inhabitants  from  the 
eaflern  parts  of  the  province  came  on 
horfeback  to  Hartford  on  the  i8th 
of  September,  and  declared  they 
were  on  their  way  to  Newhaven,  to 
demand  of  Mr.  Ingerfoll  a  total  re- 
fignation  of  his  office,  as  were  alfo  a 
number  of  their  companions  on  the 
lower  roads,  who  were  all  to  rendez- 
vous at  Brentford  the  next  day  j  they 
then  feparated  to  get  lodgings  in 
Hartford  for  that  night.  In  tlie 
fvening  they  received  information 
that  Mr.  Ingerfoll  was  to  be  in  town 
the  next  day,  to  apply  to  the  altem- 
bly  for  proteAion ;  but  ieit  he  fhould 
come  in  the  night,  to  (hun  them, 
they  kept  a  patrole  in  the  ftreets  all 
that  night  to  prevent  his  coming 
unnoticed  ;  but  he  not  arriving  the 
next  morning,  the  whole  body  fet 
off,  and  in  about  an  hour  met  Mr. 
Ingerfoll  at  the  lower  end  of  We- 
fhersfield,  and  told  him  their  bufi- 
nefs,  when,  after  many  evafions  and 
debates,  he  read  his  refignation  to 
the  multitude,  who  defired  him  to 
cry  out  Liberty  and  Property  three 
times,  which  he  did  ;  and  they  re- 
turned three  loud  huzzas.  Mr.  In- 
gerfoll then  went  and  dined  at  the 
tavern  with  many  of  the  company, 
and  a  party  of  about  five  hundred 
^fcorted  him  to  Hartford,  where  he 
again  publicly  read  his  refignation, 
which  they  again  applauded  with 
three  huzzas,  and  then  they  all  dif- 
perfed  without  any  dUlurbance.  His 
refignation  was  as  follows : 

Wethersfield,  Sept.  9,  1765. 
**  I  do  hereby  promife,  that  I 
will  never  receive  any  llamped  pa- 
pers, which  may  arrive  from  hu- 
rope,  in  confequence  of  an  aft  lately 
paired  in  the  parliament  of  Great 


Britain,  nor  officiate  in  any  manner 
as  ffkn?p-maller,  or  dillributor  of 
ftamps,  within  this  colony  of  Con- 
nefticut,  cither  direftly  or  indireftly. 
And  I  do  hereby  notify  to  all  the  in- 
habitants of  his  Majelly's  colony  of 
Conncfticut,  (notwithilanding  the 
faid  office  or  truft  has  been  com-? 
mitted  to  me)  ^ot  to  apply  to  me, 
ever  after,  for  any  fuch  llamped  pa- 
pers, hereby  declaring,  that  I  do  re- 
fign  the  faid  office,  and  execute  thefe 
prefents  of  my  own  free  will  and  ac- 
cord, without  any  equivocation,  or 
mental  refervation. 

In  witnefs  whereof  I  have  here- 
unto fet  my  hand, 

J.  Ingersoll." 

In  Philadelphia,  the  houfe  of  af- 
fembly  met  on  the  21ft  of  Septem- 
ber, and  came  to  the  following  re- 
folutions  : 

"  The  Houfe  taking  into  confi- 
deration,  that  an  a£t  of  parliament 
has  lately  palTed  in  England,  for 
impofing  certain  ftamp  duties,  and 
other  duties  on  his  Majefty's  fubjefts 
in  Anierica,  whereby  they  conceive 
fome  of  their  moft  eiTential  and  va- 
luable rights,  as  Britilh  fubjefts,  to 
be  deeply  affcfted,  think  it  a  duty 
they  owe  to  themfelves,  and  their 
pofterity,  to  come  to  the  following 
refolutions,  viz. 

Refolved,  N.  C.  D.  That  the 
aflemblies  of  this  province  have, 
froip  time  to  time,  whenever  requi- 
fitions  have  been  made  by  his  Ma- 
jelly',  for  carrying  on  military  ope- 
rations for  the  defence  of  America, 
moll  chearfully  and  liberally  con- 
tributed their  full  proportion  of  men 
and  money  for  thofe  fervices. 

Refolved,  N.  C.  D.  That  when- 
ever his  Majelly's  fervice  fnall,  for 
the  future,  require  the  aids  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  province,  and 
they  (hall  be  called  upon  for  that 
purpofc,  in  a  constitvtional 
WAYj  it  will  be  their  indifpenfablo 

~  duty 


I'    f 


\-^ 
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duty  moil  chearfully  and  liberally  to 
grant  to  his  Majefty  their  proportion 
of  men  and  money,  for  the  defence, 
fecurity,  and  other  public  fervicei 
pf  the  firitift)  American  colonies. 

Refolved,  N.  C.  D.  That  the 
inhabitants  of  this  province  arc  in- 
titled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  his  Majefty's  fubjcfts  in  Great 
Britain,  or  elfewherc ;  and  that  the 
conflitution  of  government  in  this 
province  is  founded  on  th^  natural 
rights  of  mankind,  and  the  noble 
principles  of  Englifti  liberty,  and 
therefore  is,  or  ought  to  be,  per- 
feftly  free. 

Refolved,  N,  CD.  That  it  is 
the  inherent  birthrright,  and  indu- 
bitable privilege  of  every  Britifh  fub- 
jtft,  to  be  taxed  only  by  his  own 
confent,  or  that  of  his  legal  repre- 
fentotives,  in  (onjun£tion  with  his 
Majefty,  or  his  fubfiitutes. 

Refolved,  N.  C,  D.  That  the 
only  legal  reprefentatives  of  the  in- 
habitants of  this  province,  are  the 
perfons  they  annually  ele£l  to  ferve 
a^  members  of  aflembly. 

Refolved  therefore,  N.  C,  D. 
That  the  taxation  of  the  people  of 
this  province,  by  any  other  perfons 
whatfoever  than  fuch  their  reprefen- 
tatives  in  affembly,  is  unconsti- 
tutional, and  fubverfive  of  their 
nioft  valuable  rights, 

Refolved,  N.  CD.  That  the 
laying  taxes  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
this  province  in  any  other  manner, 
being  manifeftly  (ubveriive  of  public 
liberty,  muft,  of  neceflary  confe- 
quence,  be  utterly  dellruftive  of 
public  happinefs. 

Refolved,  N.  C  D.  That  the 
veiling  an  authority  in  the  courts  of 
admiralty  to  decide  in  fuits  relating 
to  the  ftamp  duties,  and  other  mat- 
ters, foreign  to  their  proper  jurifdic- 
tion,  is  highly  dangerous  to  the  li- 
berties of  his  Majelly's  American 
fubjecls,  contrary  to  Magna  Charta, 


#1 

the  great  charter  and  fountain  of 
Englifli  liberty,  and  de(lru£live  of 
one  of  their  mod  JarltHr  aHtl  aeknow- 
Itdgii  rightit    that  ot  trials  by' 

t  U  R I  £  S 

Refolved,  N  C  D.  That  it  is 
the  opinion  of  this  houfe,  that  the 
rellraints  impofed  by  feveral  afts  of 
parliament  on  the  trade  of  this  pro> 
vince,  at  a  time  when  the  people 
labour  under  an  enormous  load  of 
debt,  mud  of  neceffity  be  attended 
with  the  mod  fatal  confequences, 
not  only  to  this  province,  but  ia 
the  trade  of  our  mother  country. 

Refolved,  N.  C  D.  That  this 
houfe  think  it  their  duty  thus  firmly 
to  aflert,  with  modedy  and  decency, 
their  inherent  rights^  that  their  poi^ 
terity  may  learn  and  know,  that  it 
was  not  with  their  confent  and  ac- 
quiefcence,  that  any  taxes  fhould  be 
levied  on  them  by  any  perfons  but 
their  own  reprefentatives ;  and  are 
defirous  that  thefe  their  refolves 
fhould  remain  on  their  minutes,  as 
a  tcdimony  of  the  zeal  and  ardent 
defire  of  the  prefent  houfe  of  affem- 
bly to  preferve  their  ineftimabU 
rights,  which,  as  Engliflimen,  they 
have  poffe/led  ever  fince  this  province 
was  fettled,  and  to  tranfmit  them  tO 
their  lated  poderity." 

The  fame  day,  the  following  ad- 
drefs  was  p:cfented  to  the  Governor 

of  Maryland : 

To  his  Excellency  Ho  ratioSharpe. 
Ej'q;  Governor  and  Commander  in 
Chief  in  and  over  the  province  of 
Maryland. 
The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe 
of  Delegates. 
May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 
'•  We,  his  majefty's  mod  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubjeds,  the  delegates  of 
the  freemen  of  the  province  of  Ma- 
ryland, in  affembly  convened,  return 
your  excellency  our  thanks  for  your 
fpeech  at  the  opening  of  this  feffion  ; 

and 
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and  beg  leave  to  aflure  you,  that 
the  opportunity  your  excellency  has 
now  afforded  us,  of  promoting  the 
true  intcreft  of  our  country,  is  ex. 
Urmcly  agreeable  to  Us. 

As  wc  have  thought  it  our  indif- 
penfible  duty  to  oar  conltituents,  at 
this  time  to  appoint  a  committee  of 
feme  of  our  membvrs,  to  join  com- 
mittees from  the  houfe  of  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  other  colonies  on  the 
continent,  who  are  to  meet  at  the 
city  of  New  York,  on  the  firil 
Tuefday  in  Oftober  next,  in  order  to 
to  join  in  a  general  and  united  duti- 
ful, loyal  and  humble  reprefentation 
to  his  majefly,  and  the  Britiih  par- 
liament, of  the  circumllances  and 
condition  of  the  Britifh  colonics  and 
plantations,  and  to  implore  relief 
againft  fome  a£ls  of  parliaments,  we 
are  informed  have  lately  pafled  in 
England,  whereby  it  is  apprehended 
the  liberty  of  the  colonies  will  be 
greatly  abridged,  which,  with  the 
matters  neceliarily  relative  to,  and 
dependant  upon  it,  (wherein  we 
liave  met  with  fome  very  unexpedled 
ilelaya)  has  fo  wholly  engro/Ted  our 
attention,  that  we  have  not  yet  even 
iettled  any  of  our  ordinary  rules  for 
proceeding,  yre  cannot  doubt  but 
we  (hall  Hand  excufed  for  being  thus 
late  in  anfwering  your  excellency's 
fpeech ;  and  having  now  very  nearly 
completed  that  aftair,  and  as  the 
next  month  will  be  chiefly  taken 
up  in  adjovned  country  courts,  by 
which  means  feveral  of  our  mem- 
bers muft  be  taken  from  the  buflnefs 
of  the  houfe,  or  great  numbers  fufter 
much  by  their  fuits  continuing  open 
at  this  time,  we  hope  your  excel- 
lency will,  as  foon  as  the  prefcnt 
important  buiinefs  is  finifhed,  give 
us  a  fhort  recefs  of  a  few  weeks, 
that  thofe  inconveniences  may  be 
removed,  when  we  fliall  be  very 
glad  to  have  an  opportunity  of  pro- 
ceeding to  the  difpatch  of  the  intc- 


refting  matters  your  excellency  hai 
been  pleafed  to  recommfod  to  us, 
and  to  concur  with  the  other  branches 
of  the  legiHature,  in  every  meafure 
tending  to  produce  the  general  wel- 
fare ot  our  country,  which  we  are 
much  pleafed  to  be  aflured  by  your 
excellency,  on  alfo  coufider  as  your 
own  " 

RoDERT  Lloyd,  Speaker. 
Sept.  21,  176;. 

To  which  he  returned  the  following 
Anfwer,  on  Sept.  28 : 

Gtntltmin  of  the  Loivtr  Hou/e  ef 
AJfembly. 
"  As  I  perceive  by  your  addrefs, 
which  hath  been  juH  prefented  to  me, 
that  you  are  defirous  to  have  a  fliort 
recefs  of  a  few  weeks,  I  fhall  comply 
with  your  requefl ;  but  it  being  pro- 
bable that  the  ilamped  paper  def> 
tined  for  this  province,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  a£l  of  parliament  that 
was  made  laft  feflion,  by  the  Icgif- 
lature  of  Great  Britain,  will  arrive 
here  before  I  (hall  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  advifing  with  you  again, 
and  that  the  maAer  of  the  vcflel  who 
may  give  charge  thereof,  will  defire 
me  to  give  orders  for  its  being  landed, 
and  lodged  in  a  place  of  fecurity, 
efpeciclly  as  the  perfon  appointed  to 
diftribute  the  ftamps  here,  has,  I  un- 
derftand,  left  the  province,  1  Ihould 
be  glad  to  know  how  you  would  ad- 
vife  me  to  aft  on  fuch  an  occafion, 
Sept.  28.      Horatio  Sharpe." 

And  the  houfe  then  came  to  the  fol- 
lowing refolniions,  which  they  or- 
dered to  be  printed  : 

By  the  Lotver  Houfe  of  JJfemhly, 

5ept.  28,   1765. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jonas  Gj-een, 

printer,  do  publilh  in  the  M.iryland 

Gazette,  next  week,  the  following 

refolves  of  this  houfs : 

Signed  per  order. 
M.  Macnemara,  CI.  Lo.  Ho, 

I.  Re, 
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I.  Refolved  unanimoufly,  That 
the  firil  adventurers  and  iettlers  of 
this  province  of  Maryland  brought 
with  them,  and  tranfmitted  to  their 
poftcrity,  and  all  other  his  Majelly's 
iubjedls  Ance  inhabiting  in  this  pro- 
vince, all  the  liberties,  privileges, 
franchifes,  and  immunicies,  that  at 
any  time  have  been  held,  enjoyed 
and  pofleift-d,  by  the  neuple  of  Great 
Britain. 

II.  Refolved  unanimoufly.  That 
it  was  granted  by  Magna  Charta, 
andx)ther  the  good  laws  and  ftatutes 
of  England,  and  confirmed  by  the 
petition  and  Bill  of  Rights,  that  the 
fubjeft  ihould  not  be  compelled  to 
contribute  to  any  tax,  tallage,  aiil, 
or  other  like  charge,  not  fet  by 
common  confent  of  parliament. 

III.  Refolved  unanimouJIy,  That 
by  a  royal  charter,  granted  by  his 
majefty  icing  Charles  I.  in  the  eighth 
year  of  his  reign,  and  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1632,  to  Caecilius,  then 
lord  Baltimore,  it  was  for  the  en- 
couragement of  people  to  tranfport 
themielves  and  families  into  this 
province,  amongft  other  things  co- 
venanted and  granted  by  his  faid 
majedy,  for  himfelf,  his  heirs  and 
fucceflbrs,  as  followeth : 

[Here  is  recited  fuch  parts  of  their 
charter  as  m^y  be  feen  in  the  loth 
and  zoth  claufes  of  the  Maryland 
charter.]  After  which  they  proceed- 
ed thus: 

rV.  Refolved  that  it  is  the  una- 
nimous opinion  of  this  houfe.  That 
the  faid  charter  is  declaratory  of  the 
conftitutional  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  freemen  of  this  province. 

V.  Refolved  unanimoufly,  That 
trials  by  juries  is  the  grand  bulwark 
of  liberty,  the  undoubted  birthright 
of  every  Englifliman,  and  confe- 
cjently  of  every  Britiih  fubj«. -1  in 
America:  And  that  the  ercfting 
other  jurifdiAions  for  the  trial  of 
matters  of  f^£t,  is  unconftitutional, 


and  renders  the  fubjcA  infecure  in 
his  liberty  and  property. 

VI.  Refolved,  That  it  ii  the  una- 
nimous opinion  of  this  houfe,  That 
it  cannot  with  any  truth  or  propriety 
be  faid,  Th.it  the  freemen  of  thi« 
province  of  M.-iryland  arj  reprefenc- 
ed  in  the  Britiih  parliament. 

VII.  Refolved  unanimoufly.  That 
his  majelly's  liege  people  of  thia 
ancient  province,  have  always  en- 
joyed the  right  of  being  governed 
by  laws,  to  which  they  themfelvet 
have  confentcd  in  the  article  of 
taxes,  and  internal  policy ;  and 
that  the  fame  hath  never  been  for- 
feited, or  any  other  way  yielded 
up  ;  but  hath  been  condantly  recog- 
nized by  the  king  and  people  of 
Great  Britain. 

VIII.  Refolved,  That  it  is  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  this  houfe, 
that  the  reprefentatives  of  the  free- 
men of  this  province,  in  their  le- 
giflative  capacity,  together  with  the 
other  part  of  the  legiflature,  hath 
the  fole  right  to  lay  taxes  and  impo- 
fitions  on  the  inhabitants  of  this  pro- 
vince, or  their  property  and  eft'efts : 
And  that  the  laying,  impofmg,  levy- 
ing or  colleding,  any  tax  on  or  from 
the  inhabitants  of  Maryland,  under 
colour  of  any  other  authority,  is  un- 
conilitutlonal,  and  a  dircifl  violation  ' 
of  the  rights  of  the  freemen  of  thii 
province. 

On  the  5  th  of  Odlober  the  ftamps 
arrived  at  Philadelphia,  the  fliip 
which  brought  them  having  laid 
fome  time  at  NewcalUe  upon  Dela- 
ware, under  protection  of  a  man  o( 
war.  When  the  fhips  firft  appeared 
round  Gloucefter-point,  all  the  vef- 
fels  in  the  harbour  hoUled  their  co- 
lours half-ftaff  high,  the  bells  were 
muffled,  and  continued  to  toll  till 
evening,  and  every  countenance 
added  to  the  appearance  of  fincere 
mourning.  At  tour  in  the  afternoon, 
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ufe  of  the  (lamps,  and  other  quiet 
methods,  endeavour  to  obtain  a  re- 
peal of  the  law. 

Second.  Whether  it  was  their  opi- 
nion, that  (hould  the  a£t  take  place, 
the  duties  could  poflibly  be  paid  in 
gold  and  filver. 

Anfwered  by  the  whole  body.  It 
could  not  be  paid  in  gold  and  ftlver 
even  for  one  year. 

Third.  Their  opinion  was  de- 
fired,  whether,  as  the  a£l  required 
'the  Governor  and  Chief  Juftice  to 
fuperintend  the  diftributor,  he  ihould 
be  obliged  to  take  charge  of  the  diilri- 
bution  of  the  flamps,  by  order  and 
appointment  of  the  Governor,  if  he 
Hiould  think  proper  to  fix  upon  him 
for  that  office  ? 

Anfwered  and  advifed,  not  to  take 
it  upon  him,  the  Governor  not  being 
impowered  by  the  adl  to  appoint ;  or 
if  he  was,  it  was  left  to  the  Chief 
Juflice's  option,  and  that  it  would  be 
incompatible  with  his  office  as  Chief 
Juftice. 

The  lawyers  alfo  of  New  Jerfey 
met,  and  rei'olved  to  lofe  all  their 
bufmefs,  rather  than  make  ufe  of  any 
ftsmps. 

When  the  Commiflioners  from  Bof- 
ton  came  to  the  Congrefs  at  New- 
York,  they  waited  on  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Coldeii,  who  received  them 
very  coldly ;  and  told  them,  that 
"  iuch  a  Congreft  was  unconftitu- 
tional,  unprecedentej,  and  unlawful, 
.tnd  that  he  Ihould  give  them  no 
countenance." 

On  the  2ift  of  Oftober,  the  free- 
holders and  other  inhabitiints  of  the 
town  of  Plymouth  had  a  meeting, 
and  unanimoufly  agreed  on  inftruc- 
tions  to  1  homas  Forltcr,  Efq.  their 
reprefentative  in  the  General  Affem- 
bly  of  Maffachufet's  Bay.  In  which, 
aff-.  r  expreffing  the  higheft  efteem  for 
the  Eritilh  conlUtution,  iliewing  how 
far  the  peoplt  of  America  have  exert- 
ed therafclves  in  fupport  thereof,  and 
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fetting  forth  their  gi-ievances,  they 
proceed  as  follows : 

"  You,  Sir,  reprefent  a  people 
who  arc  not  only  defcended  from  tho 
firft  fettlers  of  this  country,  but  in- 
habit the  very  fpot  they  firft  poffefled. 
Here  was  firft  laid  the  foundation  of 
the  Britiih  empire  in  this  part  of 
America,  which  from  a  very  fmall 
beginning,  has  increafed  and  fpread 
in  a  manner  very  furpriflng,  and  al- 
moft  incredible  j  efpecially  when  we 
confider  that  all  this  has  been  efFeded 
without  the  aid  or  affiftance  of  an/ 
power  on  earth,  that  we  have  defend- 
ed, proteSed,  and  fecund  ourlelves 
againft  the  invalions  and  cruelty  of 
favages,  and  the  fubtilty  and  inhu- 
manity of  our  inveterate  and  naturaf 
enemies  the  French ;  and  all  this 
without  the  appropriation  of  any  tax 
by  ftamps,  or  ftamp  a£ls  laid  upon 
our  fellow  fubje^ls  in  any  part  of  the 
king's  dominions,  for  defraying  the 
expences  thereof.  This  place.  Sir, 
was  at  firft  the  afylum  of  liberty,  and 
we  hope  will  ever  be  preferved  facred 
to  it;  though  it  was  then  no  more 
than  a  forlorn  wildernefs,  inhabited 
only  by  favage  men  and  beafts.  Ta 
this  place  our  fathers  (whofe  me- 
mories be  revered)  pofleffed  of  the 
principles  of  liberty  in  their  purity, 
difdaining  flavery,  fled  to  enjoy  thofe 
privileges  which  they  had  an  un- 
doubted right  to,  but  were  deprived 
of  by  the  hands  of  violence  and  op- 
preffion  in  their  native  country.  We, 
Sir,  their  pofterity,  the  freeholders 
and  other  ir;habitants  of  this  town, 
legally  affembly  for  that  purpofe,  pof- 
fefled of  the  fame  fentiments,  and  re- 
taining the  fame  ardour  for  liberty, 
think  it  our  indifpenfable  duty,  on 
this  occafion,  to  exprefs  to  you  thefe 
our  fentiments  of  the  ftamp  aft,  and 
its  fatal  confequences  to  this  country, 
and  to  enjoin  upon  you,  as  you  regard 
not  only  the  welfare,  but  the  very  be- 
ing of  this  people,  that  you  (confiftcnt 
with  our  allegiance  to  the  king,  and  re- 
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latlon  to  the  government  of  Great- 
Britain)  difregarding  all  propofals 
for  that  purpofe,  exert  all  your  power 
and  influence  in  relation  to  the  ftamp 
aft,  at  kaft  until  we  hear  the  fucccfs 
of  our  petitions  for  relief.  We  like- 
wife,  to  avoid  difgracing  the  memo- 
ries of  our  anceftors,  as  well  as  the 
reproaches  of  our  own  confciences, 
and  the  curfes  of  poftcrity,  recom- 
mended it  to  you  to  obtain,  if  pofli- 
ble,  in  the  honourable  houfe  of  re- 
prefcntativcs  of  this  province,  a  full 
and  explicit  alTertion  of  our  rights, 
•  and  to  have  the  fame  entered  on  their 
public  records,  that  all  generations 
yet  to  come,  may  be  convinced,  that 
-we  have  not  only  a  juft  fcnfe  of  our 
rights  and  liberties,  but  that  we  ne- 
ver (with  fubmiffion  to  divine  provi- 
dence) will  be  flaves  to  any  pow?r  on 
earth  ;  and  as  we  have  at  all  time:)  an 
abhorrence  of  tumults  and  diforders, 
we  think  oorfclves  happy  in  being  at 
prefent  under  no  apprehenfions  of 
any,  and  in  having  good  and  whole- 
fome  laws  fufficient  to  preferve  the 
peace  of  the  province  in  all  future 
times,  unlefs  provoked  by  feme  im- 
■  prudent  meafure  :  fo  we  think  It  by 
no  means  advifeable  for  you  to  interelt 
yourfelf  In  the  proteftion  of  ftamp 
.papers,  or  ftamp  officers. 

"  The  only  thing  we  have  fviher 
to  recommend  to  you  at  this  time,  is 
to  obferve  on  all  occafions  a  fuitable 
frugality  and  ceconomy  in  the  public 
expences  j  and  that  you  confent  to  no 
unneceflary  or  unufual  grant  at  this 
time  of  diftrefs,  when  the  people  are 
groaning  under  tl  burthen  of  heavy 
taxes :  and  that  you  ufe  your  endea- 
vours to  enquire  into,  and  ber.r  tefti- 
mory  againft,  any  paft,  and  to  pre- 
vent any  future  unconftitutional 
draughts  on  the  public  treafury." 

Authentic  Account  of  the  Proceedings  of 
the  Congrefs  *  held  at  'New-York  in 
1765,  on  the  Suhjeii  of  the  Stamp 
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Bofton,  June  1765. 


The  houfe  of  reprefentatives  of  this 
province,  in  the  prefent  feffion  of  the 
general  court,  have  unanimoufly 
agreed  to  propofe  a  meeting,  as  foon 
as  may  be,  of  committees,  from  the 
houfes  of  reprefentatives  or  burgeffes 
of  the  feveral  Britifh  colonies  on  this 
continent,  to  confult  together  on  the 
prefent  circumftances  of  the  colonies, 
and  the  difficulties  to  which  they  are, 
and  muft  be  reduced,  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  adls  of  parliament  for  levy- 
ing duties  and  taxes  on  the  colonies ; 
and  to  confider  of  a  general,  and 
united,  dutiful,  loyal  and  humble 
reprefentation  of  «^heir  condition,  to 
his  Majefty  and  the  Parliament,  and 
to  implore  relief.  The  houfe  of  re- 
prefentatives of  this  provirtce  have 
alfo  voted  to  propofe.  That  fuch 
meeting  be  at  the  city  of  New- York, 
in  the  province  of  New- York,  on  the 
firft  Tuefday  in  Ofcober  next ;  and 
have  appointed  a  committee  of  three 
of  their  members  to  attend  that  fcr- 
vice,  witii  fuch  as  the  other  houfes  of 
reprefentatives,  or  burgeffes,  in  the 
fcvcral  colonies,  may  think  fit  to  ap- 
point to  meet  them.  And  the  com- 
mittee of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives 
of  this  province,  are  direfted  to  re- 
pair to  faid  New-York,  on  faid  firft 
Tuefday  in  Oftuber  next,  accord- 
ingly. 

if,  therefore,  your  honourable 
houfe  fhoukl  agree  to  this  propofal, 
it  would  be  acceptable,  that  as  early 
notice  of  it  as  pofiible,  might  be  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of 
reprefentatives  of  this  province. 

Samuel  White,  Speaker. 

In  confequence  of  the  foregoing 
circular  Icttei ,  the  following  gentle- 
men met  at  New- York,  in  the  pro- 
vince of  New-York,  on  Monday  the 
feventh  day  of  Odlobcr,  1765,  viz. 

From 
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of  the  MaiTa- 


From  the  province 
chufetts-bay, 

James  Otis,  7 

Oliver  Patridge,       >   Efquircs. 
Timothy  Ruggles,  j 
From  the  colony  of  Rhodc-Ifland, 
amd  Providence  plantations, 

Metcalf  Bowler,       \    j^^   . 
Henry  Ward,  }    ^'^"^'^"- 

From  the  colony  of  Connefticut, 
Eliphalet  Dyer,  1 

David  Rowland,  >Erquires. 

Wm.  Samuel  Johnfon,  J 
From  the  colony  of  New-Yprk, 
Robert  R.  Livingfton,  "> 
John  Cruger, 

Philip  Livingfton,         I.  Efquircs. 
William  Byard, 
Leonard  Lifpenard,     J 
From  the  colony  of  New-Jerfey, 
Robert  Ogden,         1 
Hendrick  Filher,      t  Efquires. 
Jofeph  Borden,         j 
From  the  province  of  Pennfylvania, 
John  Dickenfen,      1 
John  Morton,  >  Efquires. 

George  Bryan,         j 
From  the  government  of  the  coun- 
ties of  NewcalUe,  Kent,  and  Suffex, 
on  Delaware, 

Cajfar  Rodney,         }   r^r    • 
Thomas  M'Kean,     j  Efq"*--". 
From  the  province  of  Maryland, 
>  William  Murdock,  1 
Edward  Tilghman,  >  Efquires. 
'  Thomas  Ringgold,  j 
From  the  province  of  South-  Caro- 
lina, 

Thomas  Lynch,  "^ 

Chriftoph.  Gadfden,    t  Efquires. 
John  Rutledge,  3 

Then  the  faid  committees  proceed- 
ed to  chufe  a  chairman  by  ballot,  and 
Timothy  Ruggks,  Efq.  on  forting 
and  counting  the  votes,  appeared  to 
havq  a  majority,  and  thereupon  was 
placed  in  the  chair. 

Saturday,   OSl.  19,  1 765,  A.  M. 
The   Congrefs   met   according  to 
adjournment,    and  relumed,  &c.    as 
yefterday.     And,  upon  mature  deli- 
beration, -agreed  to  the  following  dc- 
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clarations  of  the  rights  and  grlerailce) 
of  the  coloaifts  in  America,  which 
were  ordered  to  be  inferted. 

The  members  of  this  Congrefs, 
fincerely  devoted,  with  the  warmeft 
fentiments  of  afFeAion  and  duty  to  his 
Majefty's  perfon  and  government, 
inviolably  attached  to  the  prefenti 
happy  eftabliflimcnt  of  the  Proteftant 
fucceillon,  and  with  minds  deeply 
impreffed  by  a  fenfe  of  the  prelent 
ana  impending  misfortunes  of  the 
Britifh  colonies  on  this  continent; 
having  confidered  as  maturely  as  time 
will  permit,  the  circumftances  of  tho 
faid  colonies,  efteem  it  our  indifpen> 
fible  duty  to  make  the  following  de. 
tlarations  of  our  humble  opinion,  re- 
fpefting  the  moft  eflential  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  colonifls,  and  of  the 
grievances  under  which  they  labour, 
by  reafon  of  feveral  late  afts  of  parlia- 
ment. 

I.  That  his  Majefty's  fubjefts  in 
thefe  colonies,  owe  the  fame  allegi^ 
ance  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain, 
that  is  owing  from  his  fubjefts  borit 
within  the  realm,  and  all  due  fubor- 
dination  to  that  auguft  body  the  par- 
liament of  Great-Britain. 

II.  That  his  Majefty's  liege  fub- 
jtdls  in  thefe  colonie,  are  entitled  to 
all  the  inherent  rights  and  liberties 
of  his  natural  born  fubjefts,  withia 
the  kingdom  of  Great-Britain. 

III.  That  it  is  infeparably  eflential 
to  the  freedom  of  a  people,  and  the 
undoubted  right  of  Engliflimen,  that 
no  taxes  be  impofed  on  them  but  with 
their  own  conlent,  given  perfonally, 
or  by  their  rcprcfentatives. 

IV.  That  the  people  of  thefe  colo-« 
nics  are  not,  and,  from  their  local 
circumftances,  cannot  be,  reprefented 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  Great- 
Britain. 

V.  That  the  only  rcprcfentatives 
of  the  people  of  thefe  colonies  are 
perfons  chofen  therein  by  themfelvcs, 
and  that  no  taxes  ever  have  been,  or 
can  be  conftitutionally  impofed  oa 
them,  but  by  their  refpeftive  legifla- 
tures.  '  £  2  Ml* 
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VI.  That  all  fupplies  to  the  crown 
being  free  gjifts  of  the  people,  it  is 
unreafonable  and  inconiiftent  with  the 
principles  and  fpirit  of  the  Bntifh 
conftitution,  for  the  people  of  Great- 
Britain  to  grant  to  his  Majefty  the 
property  of  the  colonifb. 

VII.  That  trial  by  jury,  is  the  in- 
herent and  invaluable  right  of  every 
Britiih  fubjefl  in  thefe  colonies. 

VIII.  That  the  late  aft  of  parlia- 
ment, entitled,  Jn  aSi  for  granting 
and  applying  ctrtain  Jiamp  duties j  and 
ether  duties,  in  the  Britijh  colonies  and 
plantations  in  America,  l^c,  by  im- 
poAiig  taxes  on  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  colonies,  and  the  faid  aft,  and 
feveral  other  afts,  by  extending  the 
jurifdiftion  of  the  courts  of  admiralty 
beyond  its  ancient  limits,  have  a  ma- 
nifeft  tendency  to  fubvert  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  colonifts. 

rX.  That  the  duties  impofed  by 
feveral  late  afts  of  parliament,  from 
the  peculiar  circumftances  of  thefe 
colonies,  will  be  extremely  burthen- 
fome  and  grievous;  and  from  the 
Scarcity  of  fpecie,  the  payment  of 
them  abfolutely  imprafticable. 

X.  That  as  the  profits  of  the  trade 
of  thefe  colonies  ultimately  center  in 
Great-Britain,  to  pay  for  the  manu- 
faftures  which  they  are  obliged  to  take 
from  thence,  they  eventually  contri- 
bute very  largely  to  all  fupplies  grant- 
ed there  to  the  crown. 

XI.  That  the  reftriftions  impofed 
by  feveral  late  afts  of  parliament  on 
the  trade  of  thefe  colonies,  will  ren- 
der them  unable  to  purchafe  the  ma- 
nufaftures  of  Great-Britain. 

XII.  That  the  increafe,  profferity 
and  happinefs  of  thefe  colonies,  de- 
pend on  the  full  and  free  enjoyments 
of  their  rights  and  liberties,  and  an 
intercourfe  with  Great-Britain  mutu- 
ally afFeftionate  and  advantageous. 

XIII.  That  it  is  the  right  of  the 
Britiih  fubjefts  in  thefe  colonies  to  pe- 
tition the  king,  or  either  houfe  of 
parliament. 

LaAly,  That  it  is  the  indifpenfible 


duty  of  thefe  colonies,  to  the  beft  of 
fovereigns,  to  the  mother  country,^ 
and  to  themfelves,  to  endeavour  by  a 
loyal  and  dutiful  addrefs  to  hiis  Ma- 
jefty,  and  humble  applications  to  both 
houfes  of  parliament,  to  procure  the 
repeal  of  the  aft  for  granting  and 
applying  certain  Itamp  duties,  of  all 
claufes  of  any  other  afts  of  parlia- 
ment, whereby  the  jurifdiftion  of  the 
admiralty  is  extended  as  aforefaid, 
and  of  the  other  late  afts  for  the  re- 
ftriftlon  of  American  commerce. 

Upon  motion,  voted.  That  Robert 
R.  Livingfton,  William  Samuel  John- 
fon,  and  William  Murdock,  Efqrs. 
be  a  committee  to  prepare  an  addrefs 
to  his  Majefty,  and  lay  the  fame  be- 
fore the  congrefs  on  Monday  next. 

Voted  alfo.  That  John  Rutledge, 
Edward  Tilghman,  and  Philip  Li  - 
vingfton,  Eiiquires,  be  a  committee 
to  prepare  a  memorial  and  petition  to 
the  lords  in  parliament,  and  lay  the 
fame  before  the  congrefs  on  Monday 
next. 

Voted  alfo.  That  Thomas  Lynch, 
James  Otis,  and  Thomas  M'Kean, 
Efquires,  be  a  committee  to  prepare 
a  petition  to  the  houfe  of  commons  of 
Great-Briton,  and  lay  the  fame  be- 
fore  the  congrefs  on  Monday  next. 

Then  the  congrefs  adjourned  to 
Monday  next  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Monday,  OSi.zx,   1765,  A.M. 

The  congrefs  met  according  to 
adjournment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  pre^ 
pare  and  bring  in  an  addrefs  to  his 
Majefty,  did  report,  that  they  had 
effayed  a  draught  for  that  purpofe, 
which  chcy  laid  on  the  table,  and 
humbly  fubmitted  to  the  correftion 
of  the  congrefs. 

The  faid  addrefs  was  read,  and 
after  fundry  amendments,  the  fame 
was  approved  of  by  the  congrefs,  and 
ordered  to  be  ingroffed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  memorial  and 
petition  to  the  lords  in  parliament, 
did  report.  That  they  had  elfayed  a 
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taught  for  that  purpofe,  which  they 
laid  on  the  table,  and  humbly  fub- 
mitted  to  the  corref^ion  of  the  con- 
grefs.  ■ 

The  faid  addrefs  was  read, .  and 
after  fundry  amendments,  the  fame 
was  approved  of  by  the  congrefs,  and 
ordered  to  be  ingrofled. 

The  committee  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  petition  to  the 
houfe  of  commons  of  Great-Britain, 
did  report,  That  they  had  efTayed  a 
draught  for  that  purpofe,  which  they 
laid  on  the  table,  and  humbly  fub- 
mitted  to  the  corredUon  of  the  con- 
grefs. 

The  faid  addrefs  was  read,  and 
after  fundry  amendments,  the  fame 
was  approved  of  by  the  congrefs,  and 
ordered  to  be  ingroffed. 

The  congrefs  adjourn  to  to-morrow 
morning,  nin£  o'clock. 

Tuefday,  OS.  22,    1765,  A.M. 
The  congrefs  met  according  to  ad- 
journment. 

The  addrefs  to  his  Majefty  being 
ingfo/Ted,  was  read  and  compared, 
and  is  as  follows,  viz. 
To  the  King's  mojl  excellent  Majefty. 
The  Petition  of  the  freeholders  and 
other  inhabitants  of  the  Maffachufets- 
bay,  Rhode-IHand,  and  Providence 
plantations, 

New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the  go- 
vernment of  the  counties  of  Newcaltle, 
Kent,  and  SuiTex,  upon  Delaware, 
province  of  Maryland, 
Moji  humbly  Jheiueth, 
That  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colo- 
nies, unanimoufly  devoted  with  the 
warmeft  fentiments  of  duty  and  afFec- 
tion  to  your  Majeftys  facred  perfon 
and  government,  inviolably  attached 
to  the  prefent  happy  eftablifliment  of 
the  proteftant  fucceiTion  in  your  illuf- 
trious  houfe,  and  deeply  fenfible  of 
your  royal  attention  to  their  profpe- 
rity  and  happincfs,  humbly  beg  leave 
to  approach  the  throne,  by  reprefent- 
ing  to  your  Majefty,  that  thefe  colo- 
nies were  originally  planted  by  fub- 
je£ts  of  the  BritiHi  crown,  who,  ani- 
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mated  with  the  fpirit  of  liberty,  en« 
couraged  by  your  Majefty's  royal  pre- 
decellors,  and  confiding  in  the  pub- 
lic faith,  for  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 
rights  and  liberties  eflential  to  free- 
dom, emigrated  from  their  native 
country  to  this  continent,  and  by 
their  fuccefsful  perfeverance  in  the 
midfl  of  innumerable  dangers  and 
difficulties,  together  with  a  profufion 
of  their  blood  and  treafure,  have  hap- 
pily added  thefe  vaft  and  valuable 
dominions  to  the  empire  of  Great- 
Britain.  That  for  the  enjoyment  of 
thefe  rights  and  liberties,  feveral  go- 
vernments were  early  formed  in  the 
faid  colonies,  with  full  power  of  le- 
giflation,  agreeable  to  the  principles 
of  the  Engliih  conflitution. 

That  under  thofe  governments, 
thefe  liberties,  thus  vefted  in  their 
anceftors,  and  tranfmitted  to  their 
pofterity,  have  been  exercifed  and 
enjoyed,  and  by  the  ineftimable  blef- 
fmgs  thereof  (under  the  favour  of  Al- 
mighty God)  the  inhofpitable  defarts 
of  America  have  been  converted  into 
ilouriihing  countries ;  fcience,  huma- 
nity, and  the  knowledge  of  divine 
truths,  diffufed  through  remote  re- 
gions of  ignorance,  infidelity,  and 
barbarifm  j  the  number  of  Britifli 
fubjefts  wonderfully  increafed,  and 
the  wealth  and  power  of  Great-Bri- 
tain proportionably  augmented. 

That  by  means  of  thefe  fetclements, 
and  the  unparallelled  fuccefs  of  your 
Majefty's  arms,  a  foundation  is  now 
laid  for  rendering  the  Britilh  empire 
the  moft  extenfive  and  powerful  of 
any  recorded  in  hiftory.  Our  con- 
nexion with  this  empire,  we  eilecm 
our  greateft  happineis  and  fecurity, 
and  humbly  conceive  it  may  now  be 
fo  eftabliflied  by  your  royal  wifdom, 
as  to  endure  to  the  lateft  period  of 
time  ;  this,  with  moft  humble  fub- 
miffion  to  your  Majefty,  we  appre- 
hend will  be  moft  effeftually  acconi- 
plilhed,  by  fixing  the  pillars  thereof 
on  liberty  and  juiUci,  and  fecuring 
the  inherent  rights  and  liberties  of 
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yonr  fubjefis  hert,  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Englifh  conftitution.  To 
this  conftitution  theie  two  principles 
are  efTcntial,  the  right  of  your  faith- 
ful fubjefts,  freely  to  grant  to  your 
NIajefty,  fuch  aids  as  are  required  for 
the  fnpport  of  your  government  over 
them,  and  other  public  exigencies, 
and  trials  by  their  peers  :  by  the  one 
they  are  fecured  from  unreafonable 
impoiitions ;  and  by  the  other  from 
arbitrary  decifions  of  the  executive 
power. 

The  continuation  of  thefe  liberties 
to  the  inhabitants  of  America  we  ar- 
dently implore,  as  abfolutely  neceffary 
to  unite  the  feveral  parts  of  your  wide 
extended  dominions,  in  that  harmony 
fo  elTential  to  the  prefervation  and 
kappinefs  of  the  whole.  Protefted  in 
thefe  liberties,  the  emoluments  Great 
Britain  receives  from  us,  however 
great  at  prefeiit,  are  inconfiderable, 
compared  with  thofe  fhe  has  the  faircll 
proijpeft  of  acquiring.  By  this  pro- 
Ui::tion  flic  will  for  ever  fecure  to  her- 
felf  the  advantage  of  conveying  to  all 
liutope,  the  merchandifes  which 
America  furniflies,  and  of  fupplying 
tlirough  the  fame  channel  whatever 
is  wanted  from  thence.  Here  opens 
a  boundlefs  fource  of  wealth  and  na- 
Kal  Ibength;  yet  thefe  immenfe  ad- 
vantages, by  the  abridgement  of  thofe 
invaluable  rights  and  liberties,  by 
which  our  growth  has  been  nourilhed, 
are  in  danger  of  being  for  ever  loft ; 
and  our  fubordinate  Icgiflatures,  in 
effeft,  rendered  ufelefs,  by  the  late 
afts  of  parliament  impoiing  duties 
and  taxes  on  thefe  colonies,  and  ex- 
tending the  jurildidion  of  the  courts 
of  admiralty  here,  beyond  its  ancit-nt 
limits :  llatu-cs  by  which  your  M;i- 
j;.iiy's  commons  in  Britain  undertake 
abfolutely  to  difpcfe  of  the  property 
of  their  fellow  lubjefts  in  America, 
without  their  confenr,  and  for  the  en- 
forcing whereof  they  are  fubjcfted 
to  the  dttermination  of  a  fingle  judge 
in  a  court  unrellniined  by  the  wife 
jults  of  the  common  law,  the  birth- 


right of  Englifhmen,  and  the  fafc- 
guard  of  their  perfons  and  properties^ 

The  invaluable  righta  of  taxing 
ourfelves,  and  trial  by  our  peers,  of 
which  we  implore  your  Majerty's 
proteftion,  are  not,  we  moft  humbly 
conceive  unconflitutional  ;  but  cor  - 
firmed  by  the  great  Charter  of  Engli/h 
liberty.  On  the  firft  of  thefe  rights 
f'-e  honourable  the  houfe  of  commons 
found  their  praftice  of  originating 
money  bilW,  a  right  enjoyed  by  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  by  the  clirgy  of 
England,  until  relinquifhed  by  them- 
felves,  a  right,  in  fine,  which  all 
other  your  Majefty's  Englifh  fubjcfts, 
both  within  and  without  the  realm, 
';ave  hitherto  enjoyed. 

With  hearts,  therefore,  irtiprelFed 
with  the  mbft  indelible  characters  of 
gratitude  to  your  Majefty,  and  to  the 
memory  of  the  kings  of  your  illuftri- 
ous  houfe,  whofe  reigns  have  been 
fignally  diltinguifhed  by  their  aufpi- 
cious  influence  on  the  profperity  of 
the  Bfitifh  dominions,  and  convinced 
by  the  moft  affefting  proofs  of  your 
Majefty's  paternal  love  to  all  your 
peopIe;>  however  diftant,  and  your 
unccafing  and  benevolent  defires  to 
promote  their  happinels,  we  moil: 
humbly  befecch  your  Majelty,  that 
you  will  be  gracioufly  plealed  to  take 
into  your  royal  confideration  the  dif- 
treffes  of  your  faithful  fubjefts  on  this 
continent,  and  to  lay  the  lame  before 
your  Majefty's  parliametvt,  and  to 
afford  them  fuch  relief,  as  in  your 
royal  wifdom  their  unhappy  circum- 
flarices  fhall  be  judged  to  require. 

Jr'iii  your  petitioners  as  in  duly  bound 
vjill  ptay. 

The  memorial  to  the  lords  in  par- 
liament was  read  and  compared,  and 
is  as  follows,  viz. 
'/o  the  right  honourable  the  Lords  fpi- 

riiual  and  temporal  of  Great-Britain, 

in  parliament  ajjimbkd. 

The  Memorial  of  the  freeholders 
and  others  inhabitants  of  the  Maffa- 
chufetts-bay,  Rhode-Ifland,  and  Pro- 
vidence plantations,  ,  , 

New- 
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New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the  go- 
vernment of  the  counties  of  New- 
caftle,  Kent,  and  Suffex,  upon  De- 
laware, province  of  Maryland. 
Mojl  humbly  Jhenueth, 
That  his  Majelly's  liege  fubjedls 
in  his  American  colonies,  though  they 
acknowledge  a  due  fubordination  to 
that  auguft  body  the  Britifti  parlia- 
ment, are  entitled,  in  the  opinion 
of  your  memorialifts,  to  all  the  inhe- 
rent rights  and  liberties  of  the  natives 
of  Gre^t-Britain,  and  have  ever  fince 
the  fettlement  of  the  faid  colonies 
exercifed  thofe  rights  and  liberties, 
as  far  as  their  local  circumllances 
would  permit. 

That  your  memorialifts  humbly 
conceive  one  of  the  moft  effential 
rights  of  thefc  colonics,  which  they 
have  ever,  till  lately,  uninterruptedly 
enjoyed,  to  be  trial  by  jury. 

That  your  memorialifts  alfo  hum- 
bly conceive  another  of  thefe  effential 
rights  to  be,  the  exemption  from  all 
taxes,  but  fuch  as  are  impofed  on  the 
people  by  the  feveral  Icgiflatures  in 
thele  colonies,  which  right  alfo  they 
have  till  of  late,  freely  enjoyed. 

But  .your  memorialifts  humbly  beg 
leave  to  reprefent  to  your  lonllhips, 
that  the  aft  for  granting  certain 
ftamp-duties  in  the  Britilh  colonies  in 
America,  &c.  fills  his  Majefty's 
American  fubjefts  with  the  deepeft 
concern,  as  it  tends  to  deprive  them 
of  the  two  fundamental  and  invalua- 
ble rights  and  liberties  above-.nen- 
tioiied,  and  that  ieveral  other  late 
a£ls  of  parliament,  which  extend  the 
jurifdidtion  and  powers  of  courts  of 
admiralty  in  the  plantations,  beyond 
their  limits  in  Great-Britain,  thereby 
make  an  unneceffary  and  unhappy 
oiftinftion  as  to  the  modes  of  trial, 
between  us  and  our  fellow  fubjeds 
there,  by  whom  we  never  have  been 
exctlled  in  duty  and  loyalty  to  our 
Sovereign. 

That  from  the  natural  conneftlon 
between  Great-Britain  and  America, 
the  perpetual  continuance  of  which 


your  memotialifts  moft  ardently  de- 
fire,  they  conceive  that  nothing  can 
conduce  more  to  the  intereft  of  both, 
than  the  colonifts  free  enjoyment  of 
their  rights  and  hberties,  and  an 
affedlionate  intercourfe  between  Great 
Britain  and  them.  But  your  mehto- 
riallfts  (not  waving  their  claim  to 
thefe  rights,  of  which  with  the  moft 
becoming  veneration  and  deference 
to  the  wifdom  and  jufticeof  your  lord- 
Ihips,  they  apprehend  they  cannot 
reafonably  be  deprived)  humbly  re- 
prefent. That  from  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumftances  of  thefe  colonies,  the  du- 
ties impofed  by  the  aforefaid  aft,  and 
feveral  other  late  afts  of  parliament, 
^are  extremely  grievous  and  burthen- 
fome,  and  the  payment  of  the  faid 
duties  will  very  foon,  for  want  of 
fpecie,  become  abfolutely  imprafti- 
cable ;  and  that  the  reftriftions  on 
trade,  by  the  faid  adls,  will  not  only 
greatly  diftrefs  the  colonies,  but  muft 
be  extremely  detrimental  to  the  trade 
and  true  intereft  of  Great-Britain. 

Your  memorialifts,  therefore,  im- 
preffed  with  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  unfor- 
tunate circumftances  of  the  colonies, 
and  the  impending  deftruftive  confe- 
qucnces  which  muft  neceffarily  enfue 
from  the  execution  of  thofe  afts,  ani- 
mated with  the  warmeft  fentiments 
of  filial  aftedtion  for  their  mother- 
country,  moft  earneftly  and  humbly 
entreat.  That  your  lordftiips  will  be 
pleafed  to  hear  their  counfel  in  fup- 
port  of  this  memorial,  and  take  the 
premiffes  into  your  moft  ferious  con- 
iideration,  and  that  your  lordlhips 
will  alfo  be  thereupon  pleafed  to  pur- 
fue  fuch  meafures  for  reftoring  the 
juft  rights  and  liberties  of  the  colonies, 
and  prclerving  them  for  ever  invio- 
late, for  rechci!ing  their  prefent,  and 
preventing  future  grievances,  thereby 
promoting  the  united  intereft  of  Great- 
Britain  and  America,  as  to  your  lord- 
ftiips, in  ynur  great  wifdom,  fliall 
feem  mcft  conducive  and  eftedtual  to 
•that  important  end. 

jlnd 
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And  your  mimvialtfti  as  in  duty  bound 
nuill  evtr  pray. 
IVtdntfday,  Qa.  23,  1765,  A.  M. 

The  congrefs  met  according  to  ad- 
journment. 

The  petition  to  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons being  ingrofled,  was  read  and 
compared,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. 
STo  tbt  honourable  the  knights,  citizens, 

and  burgej/es  of  Great-Britain ^    in 

parliament  ajfembled. 

The  Petitibn  of  his  Majefty's  duti- 
(i)l-and  loyal  fubjeds,  the  freeholders 
and  other  inhabitants  of  the  colonies 
(«f  the  Mafiachufetts-bay,  Rhode- 
Siland,  and  Providence  plantations, 
,  ,    New-Jerfey, 

Pmnfylvania,  the  government  of  the 
counties  of  Newcallle,    Kent,    and 
Suiiex,  upon  Delaware,  Maryland. 
Moft  humbly  Jhe^veth, 

That  the  fevcral  late  adls  of  par- 
liameot,  impo/ing  divers  duties  and 
taxes  on  the  colonies,  and  laying  the 
trade  and  commerce  thereof  under 
■very  biirthenfonie  reftridHons,  but 
above  all  the  ad  for  granting  and 
Applying  certain  ilamp  duties,  &c.  in 
America,  have  filled  them  with  the 
deepeil  concern  and  furprize ;  and 
they  humbly  conceive  the  execution 
of  them  will  be  attended  with  confe- 
quences  very  injurious  to  the  commer- 
cial inteiefl  of  Great-Britain  and  her 
colonies,  and  mult  terminate  in  the 
eventual  ruin  of  the  latter. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  moft  ar- 
dently implore  the  attention  of  the 
honourable  houfe,  to  the  united  and 
dutiful  reprefentation  of  their  circum- 
ftances,  and  to  tlieir  earneft  fuppli- 
cations  for  relief,  from  thole  regula- 
\vn%  which  have  already  involved 
tiiis  continent  in  anxiety,  confufion, 
and  diftreis. 

We  moft  fincerely  recognize  our 
allegiance  to  the  crown,  and  acknow- 
ledge all  due  fubordination  to  the 
parliament  of  Great-Britain,  and 
Ihall  always  retain  the  moft  grateful 
fenfe  of  their  afliftance  and  proteftion. 
Jt  U  from  and  under  the  Englifli  con- 
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ftitution,  we  derive  all  our  civil  and 
religious  rights  and  liberties :  we 
glory  in  being  fubjcAs  of  the  beft  of 
kings,  and  having  been  born  under 
the  moft  perfeft  form  ofgovernment ; 
but  it  is  with  moft  inefuble  and  hu- 
miliating forrow,  that  we  find  our- 
felves,  of  late,  deprived  of  the  right 
of  granting  our  own  property  for  his 
Majefty's  fervice,  to  which  our  lives 
and  fortunes  are  entirely  devoted, 
and  to  which,  on  his  royal  requifi- 
tions,  we  have  ever  been  ready  to 
contribute  to  the  utmoft  of  our  abili- 
ties. 

We  have  alfo  the  misfortune  to  find, 
that  all  the  penalties  and  forfeitures 
mentioned  in  the  ftamp  ad,  and  in 
divers  late  ads  of  trade  extending  to 
the  plantations,  are,  at  the  eleauon 
of  the  informer,  recoverable  in  any 
court  of  admiralty  in  America.  Thi3> 
as  the  newly  ereded  court  of  admi- 
ralty has  a  general  jurifdidion  over* 
all  Britilh  America,  renders  his  Ma- 
jefty's fubjeds  in  thefe  colonies,  lia- 
ble to  be  carried,  at  an  immcnfe  ex- 
pence,  from  a<a&  end  of  tlie  continent 
to  the  other. 

It  gives  us  alfo  great  pain  to  Hk  a 
manifeft  diftindion  made  therein,  be- 
tween the  fubjeds  of  our  mother- 
country,  and  thofe  in  the  colonies, 
in  that  the  like  penalties  and  forfeit- 
ures recoverable  there  only  in  his  Ma- 
jefty's court  of  record,  are  made  cog- 
nizable here  by  a  court  of  admiralty : 
by  thefe  means  we  feem  to  be,  in 
effed,  unhappily  deprived  of  two  pri- 
vileges effential  to  freedom,  and 
which  all  Engliftimen  have  ever  con- 
fidered  as  their  beft  birthrights,  that 
of  being  free  from  all  taxes  but  fuch 
as  they  have  confented  to  in  perfon, 
or  by  their  reprefentatiVes,  and  of 
trial  by  their  peers. 

Your  petitioners  further  fliew. 
That  the  remote  fituation,  and  other 
circumftances  of  the  colonies,  render 
it  impradicable  that  they  Ihould  be 
reprelented,  but  in  their  refpedive 
fubordinate    legillature ;     and    they 
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humbly  conceive,  that  the  parliament, 
adhering  llritlly  to  the  principles  of 
the  conttitution,  have  never  hitherto 
taxed  any  but  thofe  who  were  aflually 
therein  reprefented ;  for  this  reafon, 
we  humbly  apprehend,  they  never 
have  taxed  Ireland,  or  any  other  of 
the  fubjedls  without  the  realm. 

But  were  it  ever  fo  clear,  that  the 
colonics  might  in  law  be  reafonably 
deemed  to  be  reprefented  in  the  ho- 
nourable houfe  of  commons,  yet  we 
conceive,  that  very  good  reafons, 
fjom  inconvenience,  from  the  princi- 
ples of  true  policy,  and  from  the  fpi- 
rit  of  the  Britifh  conAitution,  may  be 
adduced  to  fliew,  that  it  would  be  for 
the  real  intereft  of  Great-Britain,  as 
well  as  her  colonies,  that  the  late  re- 
gulations Ihould  be  refcinded,  and 
the  feveral  afts  of  parliament  impo- 
fing  duties  and  taxes  on  the  colonies, 
and  extending  the  jurifdiftion  of  the 
courts  of  admiralty  here,  beyond 
their  ancient  limits,  fhould  be  re- 
pealed. 

We  ftall  not  attempt  a  minute  de- 
tail of  all  the  reafons  which  the  wif- 
dom  of  the  honourable  houfe  may 
fuggeft,  on  this  occafton,  but  would 
humbly  fubmit  the  following  parti- 
culars to  their  confideration. 

That  money  is  already  become 
very  fcarce  in  thefe  colonies,  and  is 
lUll  decreafing  by  the  neceffary  expor- 
tation of  fpecie  from  the  conrincnt, 
for  the  difcharge  of  our  debts  to 
Britifli  merchants. 

That  an  immenfely  heavy  debt  is 
yet  due  from  the  colonies  for  Britilh 
manufactures,  and  that  they  are  ftill 
heavily  burthened  with  taxes  to  dif- 
charge the  arrearnges  due  for  aids 
granted  by  them  in  the  late  war. 

That  the  balance  of  trade  will  ever 
be  much  againft  the  colonies,  and  in 
favour  of  Great-Britain,  whilft  we 
confume  her  manufaftures,  the  de- 
mand for  which  muft  ever  incrcafe  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants fettled  here,  with  the  means  of 
purchafing  them.  We. therefore  hum- 
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to  increafc,  rather 
thofe  means,  as  the 
promts  of  all  the  trade  of  the  colonies 
ultimately  center  there  to  pay  for  her 
manufactures,  as  we  are  not  allowed 
to  purchafe  elfewhere;  and  by  the 
confumption  of  which,  at  the  ad- 
vanced prices  the  firitifh  taxes  oblige 
the  makers  and  venders  to  fet  on 
them,  we  eventually  contribute  very 
largely  to  the  revenue  of  the  crown. 

That  from  the  nature  of  American 
bufmefs,  the  multiplicity  of  fuits  and 
papers  ufed  in  matters  of  fmall  value, 
in  a  country  where  freeholds  are  fo 
minutely  divided,  and  property  fo 
frequently  transferred,  a  ftamp  duty 
muft  ever  be  very  burthemfome  ana 
unequal. 

That  it  is  extremely  improbable 
that  the  honourable  houfe  of  commons 
fhould,  at  all  times,  be  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  our  condition,  and 
all  f^dls  requiflie  to  a  jull  and  equal 
taxation  of  the  colonies. 

It  is  alfo  humbly  Submitted,  Whe- 
ther there  be  not  a  material  diftinc- 
tfon  in  reafon  and  found  policy,  at 
leaft,  between  the  neceflary  exerclfe 
of  parliamentary  jurifdiiflion  in  gene- 
ral adts,  for  the  amendment  of  the 
common  law,  and  the  regulation  of 
trade  and  commerce  through  the 
whole  empire,  and  the  exercife  of 
that  jurifdiclion,  by  impofing  taxes 
on  the  colonies. 

That  the  feveral  fubordinate  pro- 
vincial legiflatures  have  been  moulded 
into  forms,  as  nearly  refembling  that 
of  their  mother-country,  as  by  his 
Majefty's  royal  predeceflbrs  was 
thought  convenient ;  and  their  legif- 
latures feem  to  have  been  wifely  and 
gracioufly  eftahllfhed,  that  the  fubjcds 
in  the  colonics  might,  under  the  due 
adminiftration  thereof,  enjoy  the  hap- 
py fruits  of  the  Britifti  government, 
which  in  their  prefent  circumftances 
they  cannot  be  fo  fully  and  clearly 
availed  of,  any  other  way  under  thefe 
ftirms  of  government  we  and  our 
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anceftors  have  been  born  or  fettled, 
and  have  had  our  lives,  liberties  and 
properties  proteftcd.  The  people 
here,  as  every  where  elfe,  retain  a 
great  fondnels  for  their  old  culloms 
and  ufages,  and  we  truft  that  his 
Majefty's  fervice,  and  the  intereft  of 
the  nation,  fo  far  from  being  ob- 
ftrufted,  have  been  vaftly  promoted 
by  the  provincial  legiflatures. 

That  we  elleem  our  connexions 
with,  and  dependance  on  Great-Bri- 
tain, as  one  of  our  greateil  bleiTings, 
and  apprehend  the  latter  will  appear 
to  be  fuffidently  fecure,  when  it  is 
confidered,  that  the  inhabitants  in 
the  colonies  have  the  mod  unbounded 
affedlion  for  his  Majefty's  perfon, 
family  and  government,  as  well  as 
for  the  mother-country,  and  that 
their  fubordination  to  the  parliament, 
is  univerlally  acknowledged. 

We,  therefore,  moft  humbly  en- 
treat. That  the  honourable  houie 
would  be  pleafed  to  hear  our  counfel 
in  fupport  of  this  petition,  and  take 
our  dittreffed  and  deplorable  cafe  into 
their  ferious  confideration,  and  that 
the  afts  and  claufes  of  adts,  fo  griev- 
oufly  reftraining  our  trade  and  com- 
merce, impofmg  duties  and  taxes  on 
our  property,  and  extending  the  ju- 
rifdiilion  of  the  court  of  admiralty 
beyond  its  ancient  limits,  may  be  re- 
pealed ;  or  that  the  honourable  houfe 
would  otherwife  relieve  your  petition- 
ers, as  in  your  great  wifdom  and 
goodnefs  fhall  feem  meet. 

jlnd  your  petitioners  as  in  duty  bound 
jball  ever  pray. 

Then   the  congrefs  adjourned  till 
to-morrosv  morning,  ten  o'clock. 
Thurfday,    Odbber  24,     1 765. 

The  congiels  met  according  to  ad- 
journment. 

The  congrefs  took  into  confidera- 
tion the  manner  in  whicli  their  feve- 
ral  petitions  (hould  be  preferred  and 
folicited  in  Great-Britain,  and  came 
to  the  following  tt'termination,  viz. 

It  is  recommended  by  tlie  congrefs, 
to  the  feveral  colonies,    to  appoint 
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fpccial  agents  for  foliciting  relief  from 
their  great  grievances,  and  units 
their  utmoll  intereft  and  endeavours 
for  that  purpofe. 

Voted  unanimoufly.  That  the  clerk 
of  this  congrefs  fign  the  minutes  of 
their  proceedings,  and  deliver  a  copy 
for  the  ufe  of  each  colony  and  pro- 
vince. 

By  order  of  the  congrefs, 

John  Cotton,  Clerk. 
Sofvannah  in  Georgia,  Sept.  6,  1 765. 
(COP     Y.) 
Sir, 

Your  letter  dated  in  June  laft,  ac- 
quainting me,  that  the  houfe  of  re- 
prefentatives  of  your  province,  had 
unanimoufly  agreed  to  propofe  a  meet- 
ing at  the  city  of  New- York,  of  com- 
mittees, from  the  houfes  of  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  feveral  Britifh  colonies 
on  this  continent,  on  the  firft  Tuef- 
day  in  Oftober  next,  to  confult  toge- 
ther on  the  prefent  circumftances  of 
the  colonics,  and  the  difficulties  to 
which  they  are,  and  muft  be  reduced, 
by  the  operation  of  the  afts  of  parlia- 
ment for  laying  duties  and  taxes  on 
the  colonies,  and  to  confider  of  an 
humble  reprefentation  of  their  condi- 
tion to  his  Majefty  and  the  parlia- 
ment,  and  to  implore  relief,  came 
to  hand  at  an  unlucky  feafoi^,  it  be- 
ing in  the  recefs  of  the  general  af« 
fembly  of  this  province ;  nevertht- 
lefs,  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of 
your  letter,  I  difpatched  exprefles  to 
the  feveral  reprefentatives  of  this  pro- 
vince, acquainting  thcra  with  the 
purport  thereof,  and  requefting  them 
to  meet  at  this  place  without  delay, 
and  accordingly  they  met  here  on 
Monday  laft,  to  the  number  of  fix- 
teen,  being  a  large  majority  of  the 
reprefentatives  of  this  province,  the 
whole  confifting  of  twenty-five  per- 
fons  ;  but  his  excellency  our  governor 
being  applied  to,  did  not  think  it 
expedient  to  call  them  together  on 
the  occafion,  which  is  the  reafon  of 
their  not  fending  a  committee,  as 
propol'ed  by  your  houfe,  for  you  may 
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b<  aflured.  Sir,  that  no  reprefentatives 
on  this  continent  can  more  fincerely 
concur  in  the  meafures  propofed,  than 
do  the  reprefentatives  of  this  pro- 
vince now  met  together,  neither  can 
any  people,  as  individuals,  more 
warmly  efpoufe  the  common  caufc  of 
the  colonics,  than  do  the  people  of 
this  province. 

The  gentlemen  now  prefent,  re- 
queft  it  as  a  favour,  you'll  be  plcafed 
to  fend  me  a  copy  of  fuch  repre- 
fentation  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by 
the  feveral  commicieei  at  New-York, 
and  to  acquaint  me  how,  andinwhat 
manner,  the  fame  is  to  be  lain  befqre 
the  king  and  parliament,  whether  by 
any  perfon  particularly  authorifed  for 
that  purpofe,  or  by  the  colony  agents. 
The  general  aflcmbly  of  this  province 
ftands  prorogued  to  the  22d  day  of 
O^ober  next,  which  is  the  time  it 
generally  meets  for  the  difpatch  of 
the  ordinary  bufinefs  of  the  province  ; 
and  I  doubt  not  the  reprefentatives  of 
this  province  will  then,  in  their  legif- 
lative  capacity,  take  under  confide- 
ration  the  grievances  fo  julUy  com- 
plained of,  and  tranfmit  their  fenfe 
of  the  fame  to  Great-Britain,  in  fuch 
way  as  may  fcem  beft  calculated  to 
obtain  redrefs,  and  fo  as  to  convince 
the  filler  colonies  of  their  inviolable 
attachment  to  the  common  cauCe.  I 
am,  Sir,  your  moft  obedient,  and 
moll  humble  iervant, 

Alexander  Willv. 
yb  Samuel  White,  Efq.  Speaker  of 

the  Hauj'e  of  Reprefentativei  of 

^lajjachiij'ctt!,  6V, 

Nc-iv-  Hatr.fjhire^ 
Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  houle 
a  letter  from  the  honourable  Speaker 
of  the  iionourable  houfe  of  repre 
fentatives  of  the  province  of  the 
Maffachufetts-bay,  to  the  Speaker  of 
this  aflembly,  propofing  a  meeting  of 
committees,  from  the  feveral  aflem- 
blies  of  the  Britilh  colonies  on  the 
continent,  at  New- York,  to  confider 
ef  a  general,  united,  dutiful,  loyal. 
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and  humble  reprefcntation  of  our  cir- 
cumftances,  and  for  imploring  hit 
Majefty  and  the  parliament  for  relief: 
which  being  read, 

Refolved,  That  notwithftanding  we 
are  fenfible  fuch  reprefentation  ought 
to  be  made,  and  approve  of  the  pro- 
pofed method  for  obtaining  thereof, 
yet  the  prefent  fituation  of  our  govern- 
mental affairs  will  not  permit  us  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  attend  fuch 
meeting,  J)ut  (hall  be  ready  to  join  in 
any  addrcfs  to  his  Majelly  and  the 
parliament  we  may  be  honoured  with 
the  knowledge  of,  probable  to  anfwer 
the  propofed  end. 

A.  Clarkson,  Clerk. 

The  two  foregoing  letters  are  true 
copies  from  the  original. 

Atteft.    John  Cotton,  Clerk. 

Adjourned  to  to-morrow  morning 
nine  o'clock. 

Friday,  OSloher  25,   1765. 

The  congrefs  met  according  to  ad- 
journment. 

Time  not  permitting  the  clerk  to 
make  copies  at  large,  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  congrefs,  for  all  the  co- 
lonies, they  think  it  proper,  fhould 
be  furniflied  therewith ; 

Refoh'ed,  That  the  gentlemen  from 
theMalTachufetts-bay  be  requelled  to 
fend  a  copy  thereof  to  the  colony  of 
New  Hampflurc ;  the  gentlemen  of 
Maryland  to  Virginia  ;  and  the  gen- 
tlemen of  South  Carolina  to  Georgia, 
and  North  Carolina.  Signed  per 
cj-der,  J.  Cotton,  Clerk. 

An  account  of  the  difpofition  of  the 
j^.500  granted  by  ordinance,  and 
received  of  the  treafurer,  by  Wil- 
liam Murdock,  Edward  Tilghman, 
and  Thomas  Ringgold. 

To  calh  paid  the  waole ' 

expences  of  thecom- I  j^.  s.  d. 
mittee  toNew-York,  [  138  14  \ 
there  and  back  again.  J 

To  cafli  paid  exprefs  to  1 
New  York,    to  give  >    15 
notice  of  our  coming.  \ 

Fa  tfli 
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Brought  over 

To  paid  for  exprefs,  to 
fend  a  copy  of  our 
proceedings  to  the 
Speaker  of  Virginia. 

To  paid  for  a  bill  of  ex- ") 
change,  to  remit  to  j 
Charles  Garth,  Efq;  I 
with  the  addrefs  and  ^ 

fietitions    150/.    rtcr-  j 
ing,  at  65  per  cent,  j 
exchange.  j 

"Cafh  remaining  in  hand  -t 
127     piftoles,      and  (,172 
18/8.  J 


O 


I   10 


C   U   M   E   N   T   S. 
By  ca(h  received  of  the  Treafurer  In 

?;old,  jC'50°»   "  l/^  ?*•■  '^*''  ^* 
bllows : 

C-  ''  ''• 

409  Spanifh  piftoles,  at  %jf.  5  ji 
5  Half  Johannes,  at  57}6.  14 
4  French  piftoles,  at  26/6.  5 
I  Moidore,       -     -      -       a 
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Half  ditto. 
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SIR,  Oaohcr  26,    1765. 

We  had  the  honour  to  be  appoiuL^-d 
"by  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  of  the 
province  of  Maryland,  a  committee, 
to  meet  committees  of  the  members  of 
aflembly  of  the  other  colonies  on  this 
continent,  at  New  York,  the  firll  of 
thisinftant,  to  join  in  a  g^  eral,  and 
united,   dutiful,   loyal,   and  humble 
reprefentation  of  the  condition  of  thole 
colonies,  to  his  Majefty  and  the  par- 
liament, and  to  implore  relief  from 
the  grievous  burthens  lately  laid  upon 
our  trade,  and  the  taxes  and  duties 
lately  impofed  on  us,  efpecially  by 
the  Stamp-aft. 

Accordingly  members   from  nine 
colonies  met,  to  wit,  from  the  Maf- 
facliufetts-bay,  Connedlicut,  Rhodc- 
ifland    and    Providence   plantations. 
New- York,     New-Jerfcy,     Pennfyl- 
vania,  the  government  of  the  coui> 
tics  of  Newcaftle,  Kent,  and  SuTrv, 
'    upon  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  SoutL 
Carolina,  but  as  you'll  find  the  ad- 
drefs,  &c.    figned  only  by  members 
from  fix  of  thofe  colonies,  it  may  be 
proper    to   acquaint    yoi'.    with    the 
reafons   why  they  did  not   all  fign, 
though  they  all  concurred  with  the 
proceedings. 

7  he  lieutenant-governor  of  New- 
York  prorogued  their  aflembly  from 
time  to  time,  fo  that  their  houfe  had 
not    an    opportunity    of   appointing 


members  with   full  powers  to  join, 
and  fign  the  addrefs,  &c.     Yet  the 
aflembly  of  New-York   having,    at 
their  laft  meeting,   appointed  hvc  of 
their  members  as  a  committee,   not 
only  to  correfpond  with  their  agent  at 
home,  but  alio  during  the  reccfs  of 
the  houfe,  to  write  to  and  correfpond 
with  the  feveral  aflTcmblies,  or  com- 
mittees  of  afl^emblies   on    this   con- 
tinent,  on  the  fubjeft  matter  of  the 
feveral    late   afls   of   parliament,    fo 
grievous  and  dangerous  to  their  colo- 
nies, it  was  thougiit  proper  to  admit 
this  committee   to  join  in   the  con- 
ferences,   and  they  agreed   to  what 
was  done,   and  promiled  to  ulc  their 
endeavours    with    their   aflembly   to 
concur  alfo  whenevtr  they  fhould  be 
permitted  to  meet. 

The  South-Carolina  afTembly,  not 
rightly  viewing  the  propofal  (which 
originally  came  from  the  aflembly  of 
the  government  of  the  Mafl'achufetts- 
bay)  as  it  was  intended  that  the 
feveral  committees,  when  met,  fliould 
frame  and  fign  an  addrefs  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  and  memorial  and  petition  to 
the.  pui'liament,  to  be  immediately 
difpatched  by  the  congrels,  initrudtcd 
their  members  (Meflrs.  Lynch,  Rut- 
ledge,  and  Gadfden)  to  return  their 
proceedings  to  them  for  approbation. 
The  Connefticut  afl^jmbly  made  the 
fame  reitridions  in  their  infliuctions. 

The 
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The  affcmbly  alfo  of  New  Hamplliirc 
wrote,  that  they  had  rcfolved,  That 
rotwithftanding  they  were  i'enfihle 
fuch  a  repreientation  ought  to  be 
made,  and  approved  of  tie  propofed 
method  for  obtaining  therecf,  yet  the 
prefent  fituatioii  of  their  governmental 
affairs  would  not  permit  them  to  ap- 
point a  committee  to  attend  fuch 
meeting,  but  Ihould  be  ready  to  join 
in  any  addrefs  to  his  Majeily  and  the 
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Majcfty,  and  memorial  and  petition 
to  the  houfei  of  parliament,  and  exert 
your  uttnoll  intereft  and  abilities  in 
behalf  of  this  poor  dillrelfed  country, 
and  ot  this  province  in  particular. 

We  hope,  as  there  is  a  change  in 
the  miniftry,  and  as  the  gentlemen  in 
the  houfe  of«  commons  may,  at  their 
next  meeting,  take  a  more  enlarged 
view  of  the  true  intereft  of  Great- 
Britain  and  her  colonics,   they  will 


parliament  they  might  be  honoured    find  it  to  be  in  fupporting  the  rights 


with  the  knowledge  of,    probable  to 
anfwcr  the  propolcd  end :    and   the 
Speaker  of  the  aflembly  of  Georgia 
wrote,  that  a  majority  of  their  mem- 
bers had  applied   to  the  governor  to 
call  their  allembly,  and  he  did  not 
think  it  expedient,    which  was   the 
reafon  they  did  not  fend  a  committee 
as  propofed,  but  requcHcd  us  to  tranf- 
mit  a  copy  of  our  proceedings    to 
them  (which  will  be  done)  and  that 
tlieir  aifembly  would  meet  about  tiiis 
time,  and  he  did  not  doubt  but  they 
flioiild  aft  fo  as  to  convince  the  filler 
colonies  of  thtir  inviolable  atuchment 
to  the  common  caufe  :  wc  alfo  under- 
llood  the   Noith-Caroliiia,    and   we 
know  the  Virginia  aifembly  was  pro- 
rogued, whereby  they  could  not  hav« 
the  opportunity  of  joining  us  ;  fo  that 
we  doubt  not  but  the  colonies  who 
have  not  figned,   will  very  fpeedily 
tranfmit  fimilaraddrefles,  &c.  if  their 
aflcmblies    fliould    not   be   hindered 
from  meeting :   and  to  this  purpofe. 


and  encouraging  the  trade  of  the 
latter,  and  that  the  happinefs  of  the 
mother-country  and  her  colonies  muft 
be  inff-parable,  and  that  we  fhall 
obtain  relief. 

The  feveral  committees  agreed  to 
recommend  it  to  their  refpedUve  co- 
lonic, to  appoint  fpccial  agents  on 
this  occafion,  and  to  inllruft  them  to 
uniie  their  utnioft  intereft  and  en- 
deavours for  that  purpofe.  One  ad- 
dr'ifs,  &c.  was  tranfmitted  by  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Maifachufetts  go- 
vernment, immediately  to  their  agent 
(iMr.  Jackfon  we  underftood)  and  we 
expedl  the  other  colonies  will  have 
duplicates  fent  to  their  agents,  and 
we  hope  will  all  unite  in  expence  and 
iii'^rurtio.is,  to  have  able  counfel  be- 
fore both  ihe  lords  and  commons,  as 
our  petitions  pray. 

We  were  intrufted  with  the  dif- 
pofition  of  fome  money  upon  this  oc- 
cafion, and  inclofe  you  a  bill  of 
exchange,  on  Meffrs.  Capel  and  Of- 


we  hope  you'll  foon  hear  from  the  good  Hanbury,  for  one  hundred  and 
aflembly  of  South-Carolina.  By  the  fifty  pounds  fterling,  as  a  compen- 
gentlemen  of  that  colony  we  were  fa-    fation  for  your  trouble  and  expence  in 


voured  with  a  fight  of  your  Late  letters, 
and  informedof  your  careful  andfpirit- 
ed  conduct  with  regard  to  the  intcrelVs 
of  that  colony,  and  that,  together  with 
your  declaration  which  we  find  in  thole 
letters,  that  you  enjoy  an  independent 
feat  in  the  Britifli  parliament,  induced 
us  (i.s  we  have  no  eftablilhed  agent  at 
prefent,  lor  this  province,   nor  have 
yet  been  able  to  obtain  a  law  to  tax 
ourlelve   for  that  purpofe)  to  trouble 
you  v^ith  our  requelt,  that  you  will 
prefent  the  incloled   addref;  to  his 


this   afi^air.      We  doubt  not  our  ai- 
fembly will  approve  of  what  we  do  in 
this  matter;    and  as  they  are  to  meet 
the  laft  of  this  month,  we  ihall  lay 
our  proceedings  before  them,  and  it 
is  probable  they  will  write  you  more 
fully,    and   furnilh    you    with    fuch 
further  inftiuftions  and  arguments  as 
may  appear  to  them  to  be  proper  to 
be  given  and  urged  on  this  occafion, 
in  behalf  of  the  colonies.     We  are, 
your  moft  obedient  fervants. 
(End  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Congrefs. ) 

The 
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The  fum  expcdled  to  be  raifed  I  •  the 
Jlamp-duty,  was  £.  \oo,ooo per  annum. 

On  the  9th  of  July  1765,  the  board 
cf  treafury  (in  London)  entered  upon 
their  books  ihe  following  minute : 
••  That,  in  order  to  obviate  the  in- 
convenience of  bringing  into  this 
kingdom  the  money  to  be  raifed  by 
the  ilamp  duties,  all  the  produce  of 
the  American  duties,  arifing  or  to 
arife  by  virtue  of  any  Britilh  aft  of  par- 
liament, ftiould  from  time  to  time  be 
paid  to  the  deputy  pay-mafter  in  Amer 
rica,  to  defray  the  fubfillence  of  the 
troops,  and  any  military  expences  in- 
curred in  the  colonies." 

In  June  1765,  ihe  king  thought 
jTOper  to  difmifs  his  minifters.  The 
Marquis  of  Rockingham  was  appoint- 
ed firft  lord  of  the  treatury,  and 
:;,iheTS,  his  lordlhip's  friends,  fuc- 
c^eded  to  the  vacant  places. 

The  refolutions  of  the  houfe  of  buv- 
geffes  of  Virginia  (in  pages  6  and  7) 
being  laid  before  the  new  board  of 
trade,  they,  qn  the  zjth  of  Auguft, 
leprefented  tc  tiw;  king  in  council, 
•*  That  the  refoiutions,  as  they  con- 
tain an  abfolu^e  difavowal  of  the  right 
of  the  parlip.ment  of  Great-Britain  to 
impofe  taxes  upon  her  colonies,  and  a 
dariig  attack  upon  the coiiftitution  of 
this  country^  appear  to  us  to  require 
an  immediate  and  ferious  attention  ; 
2nd  whatever  further  meafures  your 
Majelly  may,  with  the  advice  o^  your 
council,  jvidge  proper  to  be  taken 
cither  tor  exprefiing  your  royal  difap- 
probation  of  thcfe  procLcdings,  or  for 
preventing  the  fatal  confequences 
which  they  naturally  tend  to  produ';e, 
we  think  it  our  duty  to  lubmit  to  yc.ir 
Majefty's  confideration,  whether,  in 
the  mean  time,  it  may  not  be  ex- 
pedient to  dilpatch  immediaie  inltruc 
tions  tO'  your  Majefty's  fervants  in 
jour  Majefty's  colony  of  Virginia, 
w\\o  may  be  concerned  in  enforcing 
the  execuiion  of  the  lavv  for  levying 
the  duty  upon  ftamp^i,  that  they  do 
each  in  their  feveral  department,  in 
fjpport  of  the  authority  of  parliament, 
figproully  exert  theralelves,  and,  with 


C   U   M   E    N   T    S. 

becoming  refolution  upon  every  oc- 
cafion,  exaft  a  due  obedience  to  all 
the  laws  of  the  land." 

This  reprefentation  was  referred  to 
th.^  pri^y  council. 

On  the  3d'of  Oftober,  1765,  the 
privy  council  reported  to  the  king, 
"  That  this  is  a  matter  of  the  utmoft 
importance  to  the  kingdom  and  legif- 
lature  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  of  too 
high  a  nature  for  the  determination  of 
your  Majefty  in  your  privy  council, 
and  is  proper  only  for  the  confide- 
ration of  Parliament." 

The  refolutions  of  the  other  aflem- 
blics  of  the  colonies  were  in  like 
manner  reprefented  to  the  king  by 
the  new  boaid  of  trade,  and  referred 
to  the  privy  council,  who  reported  of 
them  in  fimiUr  terms. 


Pirliament,  however,  did  not  meet 
for  bufinefs  till  January  1766,  when 
tlie  following  papers  were  laid  beiore 
both  houfes. 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Con- 

nvay,  to  Lieutenant  Governor Fciujuier, 
SIR,  Sept.  14,  1765. 

It  is  with  the  greateft  plcafure  I 
received  his  Majefty's  commands  to 
declare  to  you  his  moft  gracious  ap- 
probation of  your  conduft.  His  Ma- 
jefty and  his  i'en-ants  are  fatisfied, 
that  the  precipitate  refolutions  you 
fcnt  home  did  not  take  their  rife  from 
any  remifihcfs  or  inattention  in  ycu  ; 
nor  is  his  Majefty  at  all  inclined  to- 
Juppofe,  that  any  inftance  of  dif- 
fiJence  or  diflatisfaftion  could  be 
Sounded  in  the  general  inclination  of 
his  anticnt  and  loyal  colony  of  Vir- 
ginia ;  the  nature  of  the  thing  and 
your  reprefep'-'.tions  induce  a  per- 
fuafion,  tli.^t  ihofe  ill-advifcd  refo- 
lutions owed  their  biith  to  the  violence 
of  fome  iudividuals,  vho  taking  the 
advantage  of  a  thin  afl'embly,  ib  far 
prevailed,  as  to  publifh  their  owrv 
unformi-d  opinions  to  the  world  as 
the  fcntiments  of  the  colony.  But  his 
Majefty,  Sir,  will  not,  by  the  pre- 
valence of  a  kw  men,   :  t  a  certain 

moment. 
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moment,  be  perfuaded  to  change  the 
opinion,  or  lefTen  the  confidence,  he 
has  always  entertained  of  the  colony 
of  Virginia ;  which  has  always  ex- 
perienced the  protection  of  the  crown. 
HisMajefty'sfervants,  therefore,  wiili 
entire  reliance  on  your  prudence,  and 
on  the  virtue  and  wifdom  of  the 
colony  entrufted  to  your  care,  perfuade 
themfelves,  that  when  a  full  afleuibly 
ihall  calmly  and  maturely  deliberate 
upon  thofe  refolutions,  they  will  fee, 
and  be  themfelves  alarmed  at,  the 
dangerous  tendency  and  mifchievous 
confequences  which  they  might  be 
produdive  of,  both  to  the  mother 
country  and  the  colonies,  which  are 
iche  equal  objedls  of  his  Majefly's  pa- 
rental care  j  and  whofe  mutual  hap- 
pinefs  and  profperity  certainly  require 
a  confidential  i  jliance  of  the  colonies 
upon  the  mother  country. 

Upon  thefe  principles,  Sir,  and 
upon  your  prudent  management,  and 
a  proper  reprefentation  to  the  wife 
and  fober  part  of  the  people,  how 
earneft  his  Majelly  is  to  extend  the 
happy  influence  of  his  fatherly  care 
over  every  part  of  his  dominions,  it 
is  expefted  that  a  full  aflembly  will 
form  very  different  refolutions,  fuch 
as  may  cement  that  union,  which 
alone  can  ellablifli  the  fafety  and 
profperity  of  the  colonies  and  the 
mother  country. 

As  there  is  no  intention  in  the 
crown  to  attempt,  nor  in  the  king's 
fervants  to  advile,  any  incroachments 
on  the  real  rights  and  liberties  of  any 
part  of  his  Majciiy's  fubjcfts ;  fo 
neither  will  his  Majeily  undoubtedly 
fubmit,  or  his  ferv.ints  a-viie,  under 
any  circumftances,  that  the  refpett 
which  is  due  to  parliament,  and  which 
is  neceffary  lor  the  gooJ  of  the  whole 
Britilh  empire,  fhould  any  where  be 
made  a  I'acrihce  to  local  and  dan- 
gerous prejudices. 

As  this  important  matter  is,  how- 
ever, now  before  his  Majefty's  privy 
council,  as  well  as  the  oclicr  con- 
fjdcration  of  the  dangerous  riot  and 


mutinous  behaviour  of  the  people  on 
the  frontiers,  I  fhall  not  pretend  to 
give  any  advice  or  inltruAions  on  thefe 
fubjefts  ;  not  doubting,  but  yoa 
will  foon  have  the  fuileft  from  the 
wifdom  of  that  boards  in  all  thofe 
things,  in  which,  by  your  laft  ac- 
counts, the  moll  eflential  interelh  of 
the  colony  are  fo  deeply  concerned. 

You  will  therefore,  in  the  mean 
tii  .e,  be  very  attentive,  by  ever/ 
prudent  meafure  in  your  power,  at 
once  to  maintain  the  juft  rights  of  the 
Britilh  government,  and  to  preferve 
the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  pro- 
vinces committed  to  your  care. 

But  as  thefe  appear  to  me  matters 
of  government  fit  for  his  Majefty's 
more  immediate  notice  and  infor- 
mation, I  muil  beg  you  will  not  fail  to 
tranfmit  to  me  fuch  occurrences,  from 
time  to  time,  on  thefe  heads,  as  you 
may  deem  of  importance  in  the  light 
I  mention.     I  am.  Sec. 

H.  S.  Conway. 

£.xtra£l  of  a  tetter  from  Mr.  Secretary 

Coft-ivay,  to  Major  General  Gage. 

SIR,  Oaoier  24,   1765. 

It  is  with  thegreatelt  concern,  that 
his  Majefty  learns  the  difturbanccs 
which  hr.ve  arifen  'n  fome  of  the 
North  American  Colonies :  thefe 
events  will  probably  create  applica- 
tion to  you,  in  which  the  utmoll  ex- 
ertion of  your  prudence  may  be  ne- 
ceffary ;  fo  as  juftly  to  temper  your 
cond  jd  between  that  caution  and  cool- 
nef,  which  the  delicacy  of  fuch  a  fi- 
tuation  may  demand  on  one  ha.  id,  and 
the  vigour  necelTary  to  fupprcfs  out- 
rage and  violence  on  the  other.  It  is 
impciflible,  at  this  dilluncc,  to  aflift 
you  by  any  particular  or  pofitive  in- 
rtrudion,  bccauie  you  will  find  your- 
fclf  neceflarily  claigcd  to  take  your 
rclolution  as  particular  circumftances 
and  emergencies  may  require. 

It  ib  hoped,  and  expelled,  'hat 
this  want  of  vionfideiicc  in  che  julHce 
and  tendernefs  of  the  mother  coun- 
try, and  this  open  refifance  to  its  au- 
thority, • 
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thority,  can  only  have  found  place 
among  the  lower  and  more  ignorant 
of  the  people.  The  better  and  wifer 
part  of  the  colonies  will  know,  tliat 
decency  and  fubmiflion  may  prevail, 
not  only  to  rcdrefs  grievances,  but  to 
obtain  grace  and  favour,  while  the 
outrage  of  a  public  violence  can  ex- 
pe£l  nothing  but  feverity  and  chaftifc- 
ment.  You,  and  all  his  Majclly's 
fervants,  from  a  fenfe  of  your  duty 
to,  and  love  of,  your  country,  will 
endeavour  to  excite  and  encourage 
thefc  fentiments. 

If,  by  lenient  and  perfuafive  me- 
thods, you  can  contribute  to  reRc  re 
that  peace  and  tranquillity  to  the  pro- 
vinces, on  which  their  welfare  and 
happinefs  depend,  you  will  do  a  moft 
acceptable  and  effentialfervice  to  your 
country :  but  having  taken  every 
ftep  which  the  utmoll  prudence  and 
lenity  can  didlate,  in  compalllon  to 
the  folly  and  ignorance  cf  Ibme  ni'f- 
guided  people,  yoa  vj\il  uot,  on  the 
other  hand,  where  your  affiitancc  may 
be  wanted  to  ftrengthen  the  hands  of 
government,  fail  to  concur  in  every 
proper  meafure  for  its  fupport,  by 
iucli  a  timely  exertion  of  force,  as  may 
be  neceffary  to  repel  aCls  of  outrage 
and  violence,  and  to  provide  for  the 
maintenance  of  peace  and  good  order 
in  the  provinces. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  f,  m  Mr.  Secretary 
Con-way,  to  Cajerncr  Bernard, 

SIR,  Odober  24,    1761;. 

Your  letters  of  the  15  th,  i6ia,22d, 
and  3 1  il  of  Augull,  hitv  e  been  receiv- 
ed ;  the  thi-ce  former  not  till  yciler- 
day. 

It  is  with  the  greateil  concern  hi '5 
Majefty  learns  the  diiturbanccswliicJi 
have  lately  arifen  in  your  province, 
the  general  confufion  that  feems  to 
reign  there,  and  the  total  languor 
and  want  cf  energy,  in  your  govern- 
ment, to  exert  itlcif  with  any  digiuty 
cr  elhcacy,  for  tiie  I'upprefllou  ot'  tu- 
mults, which  fceni  to  ftrike  at  the 
'ery  being  of  all  authority  and  i'ubor- 
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dination  among  you.  His  Majefty 
cannot  but,  with  the  greateftfurprivce, 
hear  of  the  refufal  of  your  council  to 
call  for  the  aid  of  any  regular  force  to 
the  fupport  of  the  civil  magillracy,  af 
a  time  when,  it  feems,  you  had  rea- 
fon  to  think,  there  was  no  other 
power  capable  of  providing  for  the 
peace  and  quiet  of  the  province. 

Nothing  can,  certainly,  exceed  the 
^U-advifed  and  intemperate  conduft 
held  by  a  party  in  your  province, 
which  can  in  no  way  contribute  to  the 
removal  of  any  real  grievance  they 
might  labour  under,  but  may  tend  to 
obitrud  and  impede  the  exertion  of 
his  Majelly's  benevolent  attention  to 
the  eafe  and  comfort,  as  well  as  the 
welfare,  of  all  his  people. 

It  is  hoped,  and  expeflted,  thi' 
want  of  confidence  in  the  julli  v 
tendernefs  of  the  mother  country 
this  open  relillance  to  its  authority, 
can  only  have  found  place  among  the 
lower  and  more  ignorant  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  the  better  and  more  wife  part  of 
the  colonies  will  know,  that  decency 
and  fubmiflion  may  prevail,  not  only 
to  redrefs  grievances,  but  to  obtain 
grace  and  favour,  while  the  outrage 
of  a  public  violence  can  expedl  nothing 
but  icvcdiy  and  challife...ent.  Thefc 
fentiments,  you,  and  all  his  Miijefty's 
fervants,  from  a  fenfe  of  your  duty  to, 
and  love  of,  your  country,  will  endea- 
vour to  excite  and  encourage  :  you 
will  all,  in  a  particular  manner,  call 
upon  them  not  to  render  their  cafe 
defpcrate ;  you  will,  in  the  llrongefl 
colours,  reprjfent  to  them  the  dread- 
ful confcqucnccs  that  mull  inevitably 
attend  the  forcible  and  violent  rehli:- 
ance  to  afts  of  the  Britilh  par!ia:ncnt, 
and  tiic  ici^wQ.  of  mifery  and  dillr.ic- 
tion  to  botii  countries,  iuiepaiuble 
from  I'uch  a  condi''l. 

If,  by  lenient  and  perfua.lvc  me- 
thods, you  can  contribute  to  rcitore 
that  pfcuc.  and  tranjuillityto  the  pro- 
vinces, on  which  tJieir  welfare  and 
happinefs  depend,  you  will  do  a  molt 
acceptable  and  effentialfervice  to  your 

country ; 
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country ;  but  having  taken  every  ftep  utmoft  exertion  of  your  prudence  will 
which  the  utmoft  prudence  and  lenity  be  necefiary,  fo  as  juftly  to  temper 
can  dictate,  in  compafllon  to  the  folly    your  conduft  between  that  caution 

and  coOJnefs  which  the  delicacy  of 
fuch  a  fituation  may  demand,  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  vigour  necefiary  to 
fupprefs  outrage  and  violence,  on  the 
other.  It  is  impofllble,  at  this  dif- 
tance,  to  aflift  you,  by  any  particular 
or  pofitive  inilrudlion ;  becaufe  you 
will  find  yourfelf  neceffarily  obliged 
to  take  your  refolution,  as  particular 
circumftances  and  emergencies  may 
require. 

His  Majefty,  and  the  fervants  he 
honours  with  his  confidence,  cannot 
but  lament  the  ill-advifed  intemper- 
ance fhewn  already  in  fome  of  the 
provinces,  by  taking  up  a  condiift, 
which  can  in  no  way  contribute  to  the 
removal  of  any  real  grievance  they 
might  labour  under,  but  may  tend  to 
obftruft  and  impede  the  exertion  of 
his  Majefty's  benevolence  and  atten- 
tion to  the  eafe  and  comfort,  as  well 
as  the  welfare,  of  all  his  people. 

It  is  hoped  ande.\-pcdcd,  that  this 
want  of  confidence  in  the  juilice  and 
tendernefs  of  the  mother-country,  and 
this  open  refiihmce  to  its  authority, 
can  only-have  found  place  .imong  the 
lower  and  more  ignorant  of  tlie  peo- 
ple. The  better  and  wifer  part  of  the 
colonics  will  know,  that  decency  and 
fubmifnon  may  prevail,  not  only  to 
redrefs  grievances,  but  to  obtain  grace 
and  favour,  Vyfhile  the  outrage  of  a 
public  violence  can  cxpeft  nothing 
but  feverity  and  chaliifement.  Thefe 
fentiments  you,  and  all  his  M;:jefty's 
fervants,  from  a  fenfe  of  your  duty  to, 
and  love  of,  your  country,  will  endea- 
vour to  excite  .nnd  encourage. 

You  will  all,  in  a  particular  man- 
ner, call  upon  them  not  to  render 
their  cafe  defperr.te.  You  will.,  in 
theitrongeO  colours,  reprefeni.  to  them 
the  dreadful  conlequcnces'  that  muft 
inevitably  attend  the  forcible  and  vio- 
lent reiiUance  to  adls  of  the  Britifh 
parliament,  and  tlie  fcene  of  mifery 
ard  calamity  to  themfelves,  and  of 
G  mutual 


and  ignorance  of  fome  mifguided  peo 
pie,  you  will  not,  on  the  other  hand, 
fail  to  ufe  your  utmoft  power  for  re- 
pelling all  afts  of  outrage  and  vio- 
lence, and  to  provide  for  the  main- 
tenance of  peace  and  good  order  in 
the  province,  by  fuch  a  timely  exer- 
tion of  force,  as  the  occafion  may  re- 
quire ;  for  which  purpofe,  you  will 
make  theproper  applications  to  Gene- 
ral Gage,  or  Lord  Colvil,  command- 
ers of  his  Majefty's  land  and  naval 
forces  in  America :  for  however  un- 
willing his  Majefty  may  confent  to 
the  exertion  of  fuch  powers  as  may 
Endanger  the  fafety  of  a  fingle  fub- 
jeft,  yet  can  he  not  permit  his  own 
dignity,  and  the  authority  of  the  Bri- 
tifh legiflature,  to  be  trampled  on  by 
force  and  violence,   and  in  avowed 
contempt  of  all  order,  duty  and  de- 
corum. 

If  the  fubjeft  Is  aggrieved,  he 
knows  in  what  manner  legally  and 
conftitutionally  to  apply  for  relief: 
but  it  is  not  fuitable,  eitlier  to  the 
fafety  or  dignity  of  the  Britifh  em- 
pire, that  any  individuals,  under  the 
pretence  of  redreffing  grievances, 
ihould  prefume  to  violate  the  public 
peace.     I  am,  &c. 

H.  S.  Conway. 
'•  '.  The  floop  which  carries  this 
■  ".  >r\  orders  to  Lord  Colvil,  and 
t  '«  '-lO'.ernor  of  Nova-Scoiia,  to 
{^■••i  ■■■■  V  irallirtance  any  force  which 
may  u  '  !ov.'-,ht  necefiary  from  thence, 
and  which  i.nat  province  can  fupply. 


Copy  nf  Mr.  Secretary  Conivay's  a'rcu. 

lar  letter  to  ihe  Governors  in  Aortb- 

^merka. 

SIR,  OSioler  z/ ,   1765. 

It  is  with  thegrcatelt  concern,  that 
his  Majefty  learns  the  difturbances 
which  h'lve  arifen  ia  fome  of  the 
North- American  colonies:  if  this 
v'l  fica.-l  fpread  to  the  Government 
ct  — — — ,  where  you   prefide,  the 
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mutual  weaknefs  and  diftratUon  to 
both  countries,  infeparable  from  fuch 
a  condu£l. 

If,  by  lenient  and  perfuafive  me- 
thods, you  can  contribute  to  reftore 
that  peace  and  tranquillity  to  the  pro- 
vinces, on  which  their  welfare  and 
happlnefs  depend,  you  will  do  a  moft 
Acceptable  and  eflential  fervice  to  your 
country :  but  having  taken  every  ftep 
which  the  utmoft  prudence  and  lenity 
can  diftate,  in  compaflion  to  the  folly 
and  ignorance  of  fome  mifguided  peo- 
ple, you  will  not,  on  the  other  band, 
fail  to  ufe  your  utmoft  power,  for  re- 
pelling all  n&s  of  outrage  and  vio- 
lence, ahu  .'  -rvide  for  the  main- 
tenance of  |.f  "  d  good  order  in 
the  province,  by  a  timely  exertion 
of  force  as  the  occaiion  may  require  ; 
for  which  purpofe,  you  will  make  the 
proper  applications  to  general  Gage, 
or  lord  Colville,  commanders  of  his 
Majefty's  land  and  naval  forces  in 
America.  For  however  unwillingly 
his  Majefty  may  con  fen  t  to  the 
exertion  of  fuch  powers  as  may  en- 
danger the  fafety  of  a  fingle  fubjeft ; 
yet  can  he  not  permit  his  own  dig- 
nity, and  the  authority  of  the  Britifh 
legiflature,  to  be  trampled  on  by 
force  and  violence,  and  in  avowed 
contempt  of  all  order,  duty  and  de- 
corum. 

If  the  fubjeft  is  aggrieved,  he 
knows  in  what  manner  legally  and 
con ftitution ally  to  apply  for  relief; 
but  it  is  not  fuitable,  cither  to  the 
fafety  or  dignity  of  the  Eritilh  empire, 
that  any  individuals,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  redrCilino  grievances,  (hould 
prefume  to  violate  the  pubjic  peace. 
I  am.  Sec. 

H,  S.  Conway. 
P.  S,  To  Gn'vernor  Wilmot. 
You  will  probably  receive  application 
from  governor  Bernard,  to  fend 
him  part  of  the  force  which  may 
be  within  your  government.  Lord 
Colvillc  has  command  to  iranfport 
them  ;  and  you  will  oe  very  atten- 
tive,  that  the  public  fervice  Ihould 
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fuffcr  no  impediment  from  any  delay 
in  you,  when  fuch  application  is 
made. 


ExtraSi  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary 

Conway,  to  Major-General  Gage. 
SIR,  December  I  y  1765. 

I  Had  the  favour  of  your  letters  of 
the  4th,  8th,  and  9th  of  Noveuber 
laft,  by  which  I  learn,  with  the  ut- 
moft concern,  the  difordered  ftate  of 
the  province  where  you  refide,  and 
the  very  riotous  and  outrageous  beha- 
viour of  too  many  of  the  inhabitants. 

I  did  not  fail  to  lay  your  difpatches, 
together  with  thofe  of  lieutenant- 
governor  Colden,  before  his  Majefty, 
who,  though  highly  provoked  by  fuch 
an  infult  offered  to  his  governor  there, 
is  however  pleafed  to  hear,  that  mat- 
ters were  not  puflied  to  fuch  extremity, 
as  might  have  coft  the  lives  of  many 
of  his  fubjefts,  and  perhaps  have 
tended,  as  you  feem  apprehenfive,  to 
the  great  detriment,  if  not  ruin,  of 
the  town  of  New- York ;  particularly 
if  the  fort  had  fired  on  that  infolent 
and  infatuated  mob  which  fo  pro- 
vokingly  approached.  The  temper 
(hewn,  as  well  by  lieutenant-governor 
Colden,  as  by  the  officers  there,  is 
highly  to  be  commended.  His  Ma- 
jefty is  willing  to  fu^^^  ofe,  that  both 
yourfelf  and  governor  Colden  have 
afted  on  principles  of  duty  to  his 
feniee,  in  the  advice  and  refolution 
formed  to  put  the  ftampt  paper  into 
the  hands  of  the  magiftrates  of  New- 
York  ;  which,  however,  unlefs  the 
necelHty  for  it  appeared  very  prefling, 
muft  certainly  be  looked  upon  as  a 
ftep  gieatly  humiliating  and  dero- 
gating to  his  Majefty's  government. 

If  the  port  was  not  tenable,  or  the 
papers  iniecure  there,  it  (hould  feem 
mucli  jjrefer.ible  to  have  put  them  on 
beard  the  man  of  war,  as  was  pro- 
poied  :  nor  docs  there  appear  any 
good  reafon,  why  captain  Kennedy  re- 
fuTcd  to  take  them.  It  is  difficult,  at 
this  diftance,  to  judge  with  the  fame 
propriety  of  conduit,  to  be  held  on 

occaiions 
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occafions  of  fuch  difficulty  and  im- 
portance, as  on  the  fpot.  Had  the 
perfonal  fafety  of  thofe  in  the  fort 
alone  been  conftdered,  I  am  perfuaded, 
there  would  not  have  been  a  moment's 
hefitation  about  the  defence   of  it. 
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honour  of  government,  and  for  fup- 
preffing  any  riotous  or  rebellious  re- 
liftance  offered  to  the  laws,  or  thofe 
magiftrates  who  have  the  execution  of 
them. 

I  hope  my  former  letters  are  come 


againft  any  attack  that  might  raftil"  fafe,  as  they  ivill  have  con'veyed  to  yqu 

have   been  attempted  :    nor  can  \iu  his  Majejiy^s  J'entiments  and  commands 

Majefty  fuppofe  any  want  of  refolution  for  your  conduSi,   on  the  firft  notice  of 

for  his  fervice,  in  thofe  who  have,  in  thefe  dijiurbances. 


their  different  flations,  given  fo  many 
proofs  of  their  regard  to  it.  It  fhould 
otherwife  feem,  that  the  reality  of 
the  mobs  being  armed,  and  prepared 
for  an  adlual  attack,  fhould  ha^e  been 
well  afcertained  before  the  papers 
vvere  given  up. 

The  ftep  you  have  thought  fit  to 
take,  in  drawing  together  fuch  forces 
as  their  fituation  allowed,    was  cer- 
tainly prudent,  and  could  not  be  too 
foon  aetermined,     on    any    pofitive 
grounds,  to  fufpeft  an  infurreftion ; 
and  efpecially  in  regard  to  the  fecuring 
hisMajefty's   flores,   a  circumflance 
which  will  ftill  demand  your  greatell 
attention  j     and    particularly    thofe 
arms,  which  may  be  feized   by  the 
mob  for  their  own  mutinous  purpofes. 
Your  fituation  is  certainly  delicate 
and  difficult,  it  requires  both  prudence 
and  firmnefs  in  the  conduft  of  all  em- 
ployed in  his  Majefty's  fervice  there ; 
efpecially,  confidering  what  you  fay 
of  the  dithculty,  orrather  impoffibility, 
of  drawing  any  confiderable  number  of 
men  together,  and  of  the  imprafi  la- 
bility  of  attempting  any  thing   by 
force,  in  the  prefent  difpofition  of  the 
people,  without  a  refpeftable  body  of 
troops. 

You  feem  to  think  there  are  flill 
hopes,  that  as  the  fpirits  of  thofe 
unhappy  people  have  time  to  cool, 
there  will  be  more  fubmiflion  fiiewn  ; 
your  will  not  fail,  I  am  perfuaded, 
in  your  flation,  to  avail  yourfelf  of 
every  favourable  fymptom  for  the  im 
provcment  of  fuch  favourable  dif- 
pofitions,  any  more  than  to  exert 
yourfelf,  where  the  necefTity  of  the 
Vafc  may  require,  in  fupport  of  the 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary 
Con'way,  to  Lieutenant  -  Governor 
C  olden, 

SIR,  December  15,  1765. 

I  Have  received  your  letter  of  the 
5  th  of  November  by  major  James, 
and  that  of  the  9  th  of  the  fame 
month  by  the  pacquet,  with  the  mi- 
nutes of  the  council  of  New- York, 
from  the  3 1  ft  of  Oftober  to  the  6th 
of  November,  &c.— From  your  lafl 
letter,  I  have  hopes  that  time  will 
produce  a  recolleftion,  which  may 
lead  thefe  unhappy  people  back  to  a 
fenfe  of  their  duty  ;  and  that,  in  the 
mean  time,  every  proper  and  prafti- 
cable  meafure  will  be  taken  to  awe 
thac  licentious  fpirit,  which  has  hur- 
ried them  to  thofe  afts  of  outrage  and 
violence,  equally  dangerous  to  the 
fober  and  well-difpofed  part  of  the 
people,  the  cafe  and  quiet  of  the  city, 
and  fubverfive  of  all  order  and  au- 
thority among  them. 

Sir  Henry  Moore  will  certainly  be 
arrived  before  this  reaches  you  ;  it  is 
expefted,  therefore.  Sir,  from  your 
knowledge  of  the  country  and  people, 
that  you  fhould  inform  the  new  go- 
vernor of  every  thing  neceffary  for  his 
knowledge,  as  well  refpefting  the 
ftate  of  things,  as  the  charafters  and 
difpofitions  of  men  in  that  country. 
He  will  fee  that,  by  his  infbudions, 
he  is  empowered  to  fufpend  members 
of  the  council,  and  officers  of  the  law, 
who  fhall  appear  to  defire  it ;  being, 
in  that  cafe,  only  obligsd  to  fend 
home  immediately  t!ie  reafons  and 
caufes  of  fuch  fufpenfion.  It  is  not 
improbable,  that  fuch  times  as  thefe 
G  2  itay 
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may  require  the  exercife  of  that 
power :  as  it  is  not  doubted  the  go- 
vernor will  ufe  it  with  difcretion,  fo 
it  is  expeftcd  he  fhould  not  want  firm- 
nefs  to  ufe  it  boldly,  whenever  it  may 
feem  ufeful  to  the  King's  fervice  and 
the  public  peace. 

OSlober  I,  1765. 
Copy  .of  a  Repre/eniation  of  the  Lords 
CommiJJtoners  for  Trade   and  Plan- 
tations,   touching  the  Proceedings  and 
■Refolutions  of  the   Houfe   of  Repre- 
fentati'ves  of  M.ajfachufet' s  Bay,  nuith 
refpeil  to  the  Ad  for  h'vying  a  Duty 
upon  Stamps  in  America,  and  to  other 
A£ts    of  the  Parliament   of   Great 
BritAin. 
To  the  King's  Mofl  Excellent  Majefty. 
May  it  pleafe  your  Majefiy, 
The   houie  of   reprelentatives  of 
your   Majefty's    province  of  Maffa- 
chufet's  bay  having,  laft  year,  printed 
and  publifhed,  in  the  journals  of  their 
proceealiigs,    a  letter   from   a  com- 
mittee of  that  houfe  to  their  agent 
here ;  in  which  letter  the  ads  and  re- 
folu.ions  of  the  parliament  of  Great- 
Britain  were  treated  with  the  moft 
indecent  difrefpedl,     and    principles 
tending  to  a  denial  of  the  right  of 
parliament  to  levy  taxes  upon  your 
Majefty's  fubjefts    i^    the  colonies, 
were  openly  avowed  ;  our  predecellors 
in  office  thought  it  their  duty  to  tranf- 
mir  this  tranl'aftion  to  your  Majefty's 
confidcration,    to  the  end  that  fuch 
diredions   might  be  given,    as   the 
nature  and  importance  of  the  matter 
iliould  appear  to  require. 

Since  this,  and  fmce  the  pii-^ ng  the 
ad  of  parliament  for  levying  a  llamp 
duty  in  America,  the  grounds  of 
which  ad  gave  rife  to  tlie  reflexions 
contained  in  the  above-mentioned 
letter,  the  fame  fpirit  that  didated 
the  fcntlments  it  exprefles,  has  ap- 
peared throughout  the  whole  proceed- 
ings of  the  faid  houfe  of  repre- 
fentatives. 

Upon  the  elcdion  of  couniellors, 
who,     by    the    conftitution  of.  this 
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Colony,  are  annually  chofen  by  the 
houfe  of  reprefentatives,  the  ftrongeft 
endeavours  were  ufed  to  preclude  your 
Majefty's  fecretary  of  llate,  who  has 
always  been  a  member  of  the  council 
from  his  feat  at  that  board ;  and  this, 
as  your  Majefty's  governor  reprefents, 
merely  on  account  of  his  having  re- 
ceived an  appointment  (unfolicited) 
to  be  a  diftributor  of  the  ftamps :  and 
the  motion  made  in  that  houfe,  to 
difcontinue  the  annual  falary  allowed 
for  the  fupport  of  your  Majefty's  go- 
vernor, upon  which  proceeding  we 
have  this  day  made  a  feparate  repre- 
fentation  to  your  Majefty,  feems  to 
have  arifen  from  the  fame  motives. 

Thefe,  however,  being  only  at- 
tempts of  individuals  in  the  com- 
munity, would  not  either  have  re- 
quired or  deferved  your  Majefty's  at- 
tention, in  the  Ugh:  in  which  we 
view  them ;  but  it  further  appears, 
from  the  journals  of  the  houfe  of  re- 
prefentatives in  their  laft  fefiion,  that 
"  this  aflembly,  having  thought  fit 
to  make  the  propriety  and  expediency 
of  the  ftamp-ad,  and  of  other  ads  of 
parliament,  a  fubjed  of  open  queftion 
and  difcuflion,"  came  to  fcveral  re- 
folutions and  proceedings  thereupon, 
which  they  kept  fecret  till  the  laft 
day  of  their  feifion,  when  they  pub- 
lifhed them  in  their  printed  journals 
— Tlien  follow  the  refolutions — Then 
the  board  of  trade  proceeds  thus : 
The  objed  of  the  refolutions  and 
proceedings  of  the  houfe  of  repre- 
fentatives of  Mafl'achu let's  Bay,  is 
to  recommend  to,  and  induce,  the 
reft  of  your  Majefty's  colonies  in  Ame- 
rica, to  join  in  a  general  congrefs 
of  committees  from  the  feveral  af- 
femblies,  independent\of  the  other 
branches  of  the  legiflature,  and  with- 
out any  previous  application  to  your 
Majefty,  to  confider  and  deliberate 
upon  the  ads  of  the  parliament  of  this 
kingdom.  As  this  appears  to  us  to 
be  the  firft  inltance  of  a  general  con- 
grefs, appointed  by  the  affemblies  of 
the  colonies  without  the  authority  of 

the 
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the  crown  ;  a  meafure  which  we  con- 
ceive of  dangerous  tendency  in  itfclf, 
and  more  elpecialiy  fo,  when  taken 
for  the  purpofes  expreffed  in  the 
above-mentioned  refolution,  and  con- 
nefted  with  the  fpirit  that  has  ap- 
peared throughout  the  whole  condudt 
of  this  particular  afl'embly  ;  we  there- 
fore think  it  our  indifpenfible  duty  to 
fubmit  this  matter  to  your  Majefty's 
confidcration,  for  fuch  direftions  as 
your  Majefty,  with  the  advice  of  your 
council,  may  think  proper  and  expe- 
dient to  give  thereupon. 

All  which    is   molt  humbly  fub- 
mitted,  &c. 
Whitehall,  Oa.  i,   1765. 

Copy  of  a  Rcpiefcntation  from  the  Board 
of  Trade,  ndlh  Jeveral  Papers  traiif- 
viitted,  relative  to  the  outrageous  Be- 
ha'viour  of  the  People  at  the  Toiun  of 
Bofton,    in   Oppoftticn  to  the  Stamp- 
Dulf  J£i.   Dated  Oilober  10,  1765. 
To  the  King's  Moji  Excellent  Majefty. 
May  it  pleafeyour  Majefty, 
Since  our  humble  reprefentation  to 
your  Majefty  of  the   ift  inftant,  in 
confequence  of  fome  alarming  pro- 
ceedings in  the  houfc  of  reprefenta- 
tives,  in  the  province  of  Maflachufet's 
Bay,  we  have  received  letters  from 

,  giving  an  account  of  a  riot 

of  a  moll  dangerous  tendency,  which 
had  krifen  in  the  town  of  Boiton,  and 
which,  direfting  its  fury  againft  the 
lioufes  and  perfons  of  the  lieutenant- 
governor,  and  other  principal  officers 
of  government,  continued  with  re- 
peated adts  of  extraordinary  vioknce, 
from  the  i5tk  of  Augull  to  the  26th 
of  the  fame  month  ;  at  which  period 
die  tumult  feemcd  lufpended,  rather 
than  allayed. 

In  whatever  light  thcfe  difturbanres 
may  be  viewed,  whether  in  rcipecl  of 
the  avowed  objed,  which  the  .perpe- 
tra\;ors  and  abettors  of  them  declare  to 
be  a  general  refolutifln,  to  onpofe  and 
prevent  the  execution  of  an  ad  of  the 
parliament'  of  Great-Britain,  or  in 
refpcd  of  tlic  ilatc  of  government  and 
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magiftracy  there,    which  — —  re- 
prefents  to  be  utterly  incapable  of  re- 
filling  or  fuppreffing  thefe  tumults 
and  diforders,  they  feem  to  us  of  fuch 
high  importance,    that  we  lofe  no 
time  in  laying  the  letters  and  papers 
relating  thereunto  before  your  Ma- 
jefty,  that  your  Majefty  may  direft 
fuch  meafurcs  to  be  purfued,  as  your 
Majefty,    with   the  advice    of  your 
council,  (hall  think  moft  prudent  and 
efFeaual. 

Which    is     moft     humbly     fub- 
mitted,  &c. 


Philadelphia,  Oii.  12,  1 765. 
Gentlemen, 
Having  been  confined  to  my  bed 
twenty-five  days  paft,  with  a  violent 
diforder  that  was  expefted  would 
have  proved  mortal,  but  thank  God 
am  now  able  to  fet  up  in  bed,  I  fhall 
attempt  to  give  you  a  iketch  of  not 
only  my  own  conduft,  but  alfo  that 
of  the  preftjyterians  and  proprietary 
party  here,  relative  to  the  ftar.ip- 
olHce. 

In  May  laft  1  received  information 
by  a  letter  from  Dcdlor  Franklin, 
that  he  had  recommended  me  for  chief 
dillributor  of  the  ftamps  in  this  pro- 
vince,   and  thus    the   matter  refted, 
until  fome  gentlemen  to  the  eaftward 
received   their  commiffions,    where- 
upon mobs  arofe   in  feveral   of  the 
eaftern   provinces,    and    the   officers 
were   obliged   to   refign  ;    but   as   a 
prelude  to  the  deftruftion  and  diforder 
made  by  thofc  mobs,  eke  printers  in 
eacli  colony,  almoi'cwithout  exception, 
ftuffcd  th(-ir  papers  weekly,  for  fome 
time  befoie,   with   the   moft  inilam- 
matcry   pieces   thiy    could    procure, 
and  f  xciuded  eycry  thing  tiiat  tended 
to  cool  the   minds    oi    the  pecple ; 
tJiefe  mearurcs  thr^y  puriued,  unul  tiie 
prei'b)tp:ir..rs  ni  p^riicular,  in  &\tXY 
colony,  began  to  threaten  the  itanip- 
ofiicers ;  and  thole  gentry  in  this  pro- 
vince, about  the  bogiimiiig  of  Sep- 
tember, be  gan  to  be  very  ncily,  and 
fome  of  th;;m  faid,  I  ought  to  refigu  ; 
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I  gave  them  for  anfwer,  I  had  as  yet 
no  commiflion,  therefore  could  not 
refign  what  I  had  not.  However, 
aboijt  the  middle  of  September,  it 
was  reported  that  the  ftamps  would 
arrive  in  captain  Friend,  who  was 
then  expefted,  and  thefe  riotous  gen- 
try began  to  threaten  they  would 
deftroy  the  ftamps  as  foon  as  they 
arrived  J  I  therefore  being  defirous, 
or  as  far  as  in  me  lay,  to  preferve  the 
ftamps,  wrote  on  the  17th  the  letter 
(No.  I.)  to  his  honour  the  governor, 
but  received  no  anfwer,  and  as  the 
ftamps  did  not  arrive  in  Capt.  Friend, 
matters  refted  until  Odlober  the  2d, 
when  I  received  the  paper,  (No.  II.) 
being  a  note  from  Captain  William 
Dovel,  a  tool  of  the  party,  and  there- 
fore I  wrote  my  anfwer  (No.  III.)  to 
Mr.  Dickefon,  the  owner  of  the  fhip, 
and  on  the  next  day  I  wrote  my  letter 
(No.  IV.)  to  his  honour  the  governor, 
but  r»^ceived  no  anfwer,  and  here 
matters  refted  until  Saturday  the  5  th 
of  Oftober,  when  I  received  informa- 
tion, that  the  fliip  with  the  ftamps 
was  come  up  to  the  town  that  day, 
and  that  a  mob  would  be  collefted, 
by  beating  muffled  drums  through  the 
ftreet,  and  ringing  the  ftate-houfe  and 
church-bells  muffled,  which  was  ac- 
cordingly done  all  the  afternoon,  but 
at  two  o'clock  the  poft  arrived  with 
the  mail  and  p-acket,  and,  among 
other  things,  my  commiflion  ;  this 
the  party  ventured  to  allcdge,  becaufe 
there  was  a  large  packet  for  me  ;  ac- 
cordingly the  mob  coIle£ted,  chiefly 
prelbytcrians  and  proprietary  emif- 
farics,  with  the  Chief  Juftice's  (Mr. 
William  Allen)  fon  at  their  head, 
animating  and  encouraging  tlie  lower 
chf>. 

About  three  o'clock,  the  following 
perforis;  viz.  James  Tilghman,  Efq. 
attorney  at  law,  Meflieurs  Robert 
Morris,  Charier.  Thompfon,  Archi- 
bald M'Call,  John  Cox,  William 
Richards,  merchants,  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Bradford,  printers,  came  to  me 
on  a  deputation  from  a  great  number 


colledled  at  the  State-houfe,  to  requeft 
my  refignation.      I  anfwerad,   it  is 
true,  I  now  have  my  commiflion,  b  t 
as  two  gentlemen  are  bound  for  my 
performance,  in  the  fum  of  ^^.5000, 
I  could  not  refign,  unlefs  indemnify 
my  bail.     Altercations  on  this  head 
took  up  near  an  hour  (low  as  I  was), 
and  at  laft  they  faid,  all  that  was  ex- 
pefted of  me,  was,  that  I  would  not 
put  the  aft  in  execution  in  this  pro- 
vince,    until    his  Majefty's    further 
pleafure  was  known,  or  until  the  aft 
Ihould   be  put  in  execution  in  the 
neighbouring   colonies ;     to    this    I 
thought  proper  to  fignify  fome  dif- 
pofition  to  comply,    becaufe  I  had 
many   informations   by  my  friends, 
that  the  mob  intended  to  proceed  to 
the  laft  extremities,  if  I  did  not  re- 
fign J  upon  this  the  deputation  with- 
drew to  confult  their  aflbciates,  and 
at  fix  o'clock  I  received  the  paper, 
(No.   V.)    being  a  peremptory  de- 
mand ;    then  the  matter  refted  until 
Sunday  morning,    when  having  re- 
covered my  fpirits  a  little  from  the 
fatigue  of  that  long  altercation  afore- 
faid,  I  looked  over  the  paper,   and 
found  it  more  pofitive  tlian  what  had 
been  mentioned  the  day  before,  and 
therefore  fent  for  Mr.  Charles  Thomp- 
fon, Qn?  of  the  deputation,  and  afked 
him  if  they  were    fxncere   the    day 
before,  or  whether  they  came  to  wire- 
draw what  they  would  firft,  and  then 
force  the  reP-,  becaufe  I  obferved  the 
paper  fent  me  did  not  agree  with  the 
propofition  made  to  me  ;    he  faid  he 
was  fincere,   and  could  only  anfwer 
forhinifelf:   I  replied,  well,  gentle- 
men,   you  muft  look  to  yourfelves, 
for  this  is  a  high  aifalr;    he  made 
anfwer,    thus  I  do   not  know,    but 
hope  it  will  not  be  deemed  rebellion. 
Indeed,  Sir,  I  know  no  other  name 
for  it — Well,    fays  he,  I  know  not 
how  it  may  end,  for  we  have  not  yet 
determined,    whether  we   will    ever 
fufFer  the  aft  to  take  place  here  or  not, 
and   took  his  leave.      On    Monday 
morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  the  whole 
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deputation  came,  and  I  offered  them 
the  paper  (No.  VI.),  and  after  feme 
confultation  among  themfelves,  thev 
objedted  to  their  names  being  iniertea. 
I  faid,  why.  Aire  gentlemen,  you 
have  not  done  a  thing  you  are 
afliamed  to  own  ;  not  in  the  leaft  they 
faid,  but  there  was  no  neceffity  for 
their  names  being  inferted,  nor  would 
they  receive  that  refignation  ;  where- 
upon I  faid  to  Mr.  TiJghman,  come. 
Sir,  take  the  pen  and  pleafe  yourfelf, 
for  I  fee  you  are  determined  to  be  ar- 
bitrary; he  then  took  the  pen,  and 
formed  the  paper,  (No.  VII.)  and 
when  it  was  tranfcribing,  I  alked 
them  what  they  intended  to  do  with 
the  flamps,  as  they  affumed  the  fu- 
preme  power  in  the  province ;  they 
then  looked  at  one  another  for  a 
while,  and  feemed  fomewhat  con- 
fufed ;  but,  at  laft,  Mr.  Tilghman 
replied,  we  did  not  come  prepared  to 
fpeak  to  that  head  ;  then  another  re- 
plied, let  Mr.  Hughes  take  care  of 
them.  I  anfwered,  gentlemen,  that 
cannot  be,  as  you  have  now  fixed 
matters ;  for  were  I  to  take  the  ftamps 
into  my  care,  I  Ihould  have  your 
party  come  about  my  houfe,  and  pull 
it  down,  and  dellroy  both  me  and 
them.  Well,  fays  another,  let  the 
governor  take  care  of  them  ;  another 
then  fays,  perhaps  the  governor  will 
call  upon  Mr.  Hughes  to  put  the  aft 
in  execution,  and  when  he  declines, 
the  governor  perhaps  will  appoint  an 
officer,  and  the  aft  may  take  place. 
Here  a  general  paufe  enfued,  but  at 
laft  one  and  all  cried  out,  let  us  fee 
who  will  dare  put  the  aft  in  exe- 
cution ;  upon  the  governor's  appoint- 
ment we  will  take  care  of  that ;  by 
this  time  the  paper  (No.  VII.)  was 
tranfcribed,  and  after  I  had  figned  it, 
they  went  away  to  proclaim  it  to  their 
friends,  and  the  next  day  I  wrote  the 
letter  (No.  VIII.)  to  the  governor, 
and  received  the  under-written  verbal 
anfwer  by  my  fon. 

"  My  health,    at  this  time,    will 
not  permit  me  to  be  more  expeditious 
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on  this  very  extraordinary  tranfaftion ; 
what  I  have  faid,  is  fufficient  to 
inform  you,  gentlemen,  and  the  lords 
commifTioners,  that  unlefs  my  hands 
are  ftrengthened,  it  will  never  be  in 
my  power  to  put  the  aft  in  execution. 

"  Perhaps  their  Icrdfliips,  and  yon, 
gentlemen,  may  expeft  that  the  go- 
vernor will  exert  himfelf  on  the  oc- 
ca^on,  and  ftrengthen  my  hands ; 
but  this  will  not  happen,  for  on  the 
day  that  the  mob  were  collefting,  and 
after  the  drums  began  to  beat,  I  am 
informed  his  honour  left  the  city, 
and  prefently  after  the  attorney- 
general,  who  is  recorder  of  the  city, 
left  it  alfo ;  whether  the  mayor  and 
chief  juftice  were  out  of  the  city,  I 
cannot  fay,  but  this  is  certain,  that 
no  one  magiftrate  or  public  officer  ap- 
peared abroad  the  whole  day,  to  dif- 
courage  the  mob,  or  to  give  the  leaft 
aid  or  proteftion.  All,  therefore, 
that  I  /hall  add  on  this  head,  is,  that 
if  ever  my  hands  are  ftrengthened,  fo 
as  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  do  my 
duty,  as  chief  diftributor  of  the 
ftamps,  I  Ihall  not  fail  to  comply 
with  the  duties  of  my  office  in  the 
ftrifteft  manner,  and  then  I  hope  will 
fufficiently  fave  my  fecurities  in  their 
lordfliips  and  your  opinion,  as  it  is 
now  out  of  my  power  to  difcharge  my 
duty  until  the  face  of  affairs  are 
changed. 

"  In  paper  (No.  7.)  you  will  ob- 
ferve  the  three  counties  upon  Delaware 
included  in  my  refignation,  the  reafon 
of  which  was,  that  on  Saturday  the 
6th  of  Oftober,  a  friend  of  mine  pri- 
vately fent  up  a  little  boy  to  inform 
mc,  that  he  had  reafon  to  believe  a 
mob  was  uniting  in  thofe  counties, 
and  would  foon  be  up  at  Philadelphia. 
This  I  knew  would  raife  a  fecond 
mob,  and  therefore  I  did  not  prevent 
it,  and  it  has  had  the  defired  efFeft. 

"  I  am  now  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  a  letter  from  the  fecretary  of 
the  ftamp-office,  and  alfo  a  bill  of 
lading  for  three  cafes  and  fevcn 
packs  of  ftamps  for  this  province,  e\- 
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clufive  of  thofe  for  New  Jerfey  and 
Maryland,  but  there  is  neither  invoice 
nor  bills  -of  parcels,  nor  any  account 
of  the  prices  the  ftampt  paper  or 
parchment  is  to  be  fold  at.  I  have 
leen  a  printed  paper,  faid  to  be  the 
prices  of  the  ilamps,  &c.  but  as  the 
bill  of  lading  makes  me  liable  to  the 
freight,  I  mould  be  glad  to  know 
whether  the  freight  is  included  in 
thefe  printed  papers,  or  not ;  if  I  had 
received  the  llamps,  I  fhould  have 
been  at  a  lofs  on  the  i  ft  of  November 
how  to  proceed,  but  as  things  now 
fland,  there  is  time  for  my  being 
fully  informed,  and  efpecially  with 
refpeft  to  the  invoice  of  bills  of  par- 
cels, without  which  it  is  impoffible 
for  me  to  know  what  I  am  charged 
with  at  the  ftamp-office,  and  how  far 
the  goods  received  agree  with  the 
chaige. 

*•  I  am  further  to  inform  you,  that 
I  received  in  the  packet  lent  by  your 
fecretary,  a  bond,  which  in  iiis  letter 
he  directed,  I  fliould  execute  before 
the  governor,  or  fome  other  perfon  of 
note,  and  fent  it  back  to  the  ftamp- 
office  by  the  firft  conveyance,  which 
I  fliould  have  punftually  complied 
with,  had  I  been  in  health,  and  had 
not  our  over-ruling  gentry  the  mob 
thought  fit  to  direft  othervvife ;  how- 
ever, I  have  the  bond  in  my  cuftody, 
and  whenever  there  is  a  profpei^  of 
carrying  the  aft  into  execution,  fhall 
not  fail  to  execute  the  bond,  and 
trajifmit  it  to  the  ftamp-office  by  the 
firft  opportunity,  and  alfo  do  every 
thing  in  my  power  faithfully  to  dil- 
charge  my  duty. 

*•  I  am  further  to  inform  you,  gen- 
'tlemen,  that  I  am  extremely  ob- 
noxious to  the  governor,  men  in 
power,  and  that  for  no  other  reafon, 
than  that  I  have  conftantly,  while  I 
have  been  in  the  affembly,  endea- 
voured to  promote  the  king's  intercft, 
and  given  oppofit'ion  to  fome  fa- 
vourite fchemes  that  tended  to  retard 
his  Majefty's  fervice. 

♦•  I  am  alfo  unfortunate  enough  to 


be  particularly  hateful  to  the  chief 
juftice,  becaufe  I  have  charged  him 
in  the  houfe  of  aflembly  with  being  a 
rebel,  upon  his  faying,  «'  That  if 
ever  the  government  was  changed,  we 
(hould  find  the  king's  little  finger 
heavier  than  the  proprietor's  loins." 
This  declaration  he  made  in  the  houfe 
of  aftbmbly  more  than  once,  and  1  us 
often  alledged,  that  his  allegation 
tended  to  alienate  the  afFeftion  of  the 
fubjeft  from  the  king,  and  therefore 
was  treafon,  and  that  none  but  a 
rebel  would  be  guilty  of  it.  I  alfo 
am  particularly  hateful  to  the  pro- 
prietary party,  becaufe  it  was  my  in- 
tereft,  affiduity,  and  influence  in  the 
houfe  of  aflembly,  that  enabled  the 
province  to  fend  home  Doftor  Frank- 
lin, to  prefent  our  petitions  for  a 
change  of  government,  from  pro- 
prietory to  royal,  which  I  hope  is 
effefted  by  this  time. 

"  Since  writing  the  above,  I  am 
informed  that  Benjamin  Shoemaker,- 
Efq.  who  is  one  of  the  people  called 
quakers,  alfo  an  alderman  of  this 
city,  met  with  the  drummers  as  they 
were  alarming  the  city,  and  took 
them  to  tafk,  requiring  to  know  by 
what  authority  they  were  endeavour- 
ing to  raife  a  mob,  they  anfwered,  if 
he  ■  would  go  to  the  State-hoafe,  he 
might  know  ;  he  then  alked  who 
ordered  them  to  beat  about  the  ftreets, 
they  faid,  they  had  their  orders  from 
the  coffije- houfe.  [N.  B.  Kept  by 
the  before-mentioned  Mr.  Bradford.] 
Mr.  Shoemaker  then  forbid  them  to 
proceed  any  further,  and  he  faid  he 
would  go  immediately  to  the  mayor 
and  have  them  committed  ;  they  an- 
fwered they  could  get  the  mayor's  or- 
ders when  theypleafed.  ButMr.Shoe- 
maker  could  not  find  the  mayor,  nor 
any  officer  to  afllft  him,  and  therefore 
was  obliged  to  defift,  left  he  fliould 
draw  the  mob  upon  himfcU'  and  fa- 
mily, and  fo  have  his  houfe  pulled 
down. 

"  If  fome  rule  and  order  does  not 
take  place  in  America,    I  am  very 
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fure  every  perfon  who  has  been  named 
to  the  ftamp-office,  muft  leave  North 
America  fliortly,  or  they  and  their 
families  will  fall  a  facrificc  to  the  de- 
luded populace. 

*'  Common  juftice  calls  upon  me 
to  fay,  the  body  of  people  called 
quakers,  feemed  difpofed  to  pay  obe- 
dience to  th<i  ftamp-aft,  and  fo  do 
that  part  of  the  Church  of  England, 
and  baptiih,  that  are  not  fome  way 
ixnder  proprietary  influence^  But 
prelbyterians,  and  proprietary  mi- 
nions, fpare  no  pains  to  engage  the 
Dutch  and  lower  clafs  of  people^  and 
render  the  royal  government  odious, 
but  at  the  fame  time  profefs  great 
loyalty  to  the  beft  c^  '"igs,  and  yet 
infmuate  that  his  immediate  govern- 
ment is  intolerable.  If  his  Majefty 
and  his  minifters  knew  the  pains  taken 
by  the  proprietary  partifanS  td  give  a 
wrong  bias  to  the  minds  of  his  Ma- 
jeily's  fubjefts,  I  am  confident  they 
would  not  fuffer  the  powers  of  go- 
vernment to  remain  fix  months  in  the 
hands  of  any  proprietor  on  the  con- 
tinent ;  neither  ought  the  powers  of 
government  to  be  lodged  in  any 
private  perfon,  it  being  difadvan- 
tageous  to  both  his  Majclty's  fubjedlsi 

"  1  Ihall  conclude  with  the  following 
obfervation  ;  viz.  That  if  Great- 
Britain  can,  or  will  fuffer  fuch  kind 
of  condud  in  her  colonies  to  pafs  un- 
punilhcd,  a  man  need  not  be  a 
prophet,  nor  the  fon  of  a  prophet,  to 
fee  clearly,  tJiat  her  empire  in  North- 
America  is  at  an  end  ;  for  I  dare  fay 
the  mobbing  gentry  will  immediately 
proceed  to  other  extravagancies,  as 
tliey  will  then  begin  to  think  their 
united  power  irrefiftable. 

<*  That  God,  of  his  infinite  good- 
nefs,  may  direft  the  councils  and 
meafures  of  his  Majeily,  of  his  mi- 
niiters,  to  that  which  may  be  beft  for 
Great  Britain  and  North  America,  is, 
and  Ihall  be  the  conftant  prayer  of. 
Gentlemen,  your  moll  obedient  and 
moft  humble  fervaht, 
To  the  CommiJJioners    JohnHughes. 

ofthejiamp-cffics. 
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Pbiladtlpbia,  September  17,  176c. 
No.  I. 
As  great  riots  and  difturbances  hu 
happened  in  fome  of  the  neighbouring 
colonies,  occafioncd  by  a  oiflike  the 
people  have  to  the  ftamp-aft,  and  it 
being    reported     that     the     ftampt 

Eapers,  &c.  for  the  province,  may 
B  expefted  in  a  little  time,  and, 
as  his  Majefty's  revenue  is  deeply 
interefted  in  the  prefervation  thereof, 
think  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  you, 
that  notwithftanding  of  any  reports 
fpread  of  my  being  named  by  the 
officers  for  this  province,  that  I  have 
not  received  either  bond,  commiffion, 
nor  any  other  information  whatfoever, 
of  my  appointment  from  the  ftamp- 
office,  or  lords  of  the  treafury,  and 
therefore  I  can  have  no  pretenfion 
whatever,  to  take  charge  of  the  paper 
ihould  they  arrive.  This  information 
I  have  thought  neceflary  to  give  you, 
that  you  may  take  fuch  meafures  in 
the  premifes,  as  you  (hall  think  con- 
flftent  with  your  duty  and  judgment; 
I  am.  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  humble 
fervant,  John  Hughes. 

To  the  Hen.  John  PetiH,  Ej'q. 

Lieutenant    Governor   of 

Pennjyl'vama, 

No.  II. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Dickenfon  is  is  town  front 
London,  and  the  Ihip  Charlotte  is  at 
Newcaftle,  and  do  not  chufe  to  bring 
her  up  till  you  give  orders  about  the 
ftamp-papers,  as  fhe  is  a  valuable 
fhip. 

William  Dowell. 
I  pray  fend  an  anfnver  by  bearer. 
Philadelphia,  C  o'clock,  id  of  Oil.  1765. 
No.  III. 
Mr.  Dickenfon, 

I  received  your  kind  notice  by  Mr. 
Bradford,  and  for  anfwer,  am  to 
inform  you,  that  1  have  not  received 
from  the  lords  of  the  treafury,  nor 
from  any  other  perfon  appointed  by 
his  Majefty,  any  commiffion  cr  public 
information  of  my  being  the  officer  of 
the  province  of  Pennfylvania,  and 
H  therefore 
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tlifff fore  cannot  pretend  to  any  right 
to  titke  chHi-ge  of  thole  papen,  nor 
Ihould  I,  were  they  now  nt  the  wharf  i 
the  governor  is  tlic  oHicer  of  the 
crown,  whole  dCfty  it  is  to  prelcrve 
and  fecure  titoir  nuprrs ;  to  him  1 
refer  you  fordireMions  how  to  proceed 
in  the  premiles,  nnd  1  make  no  doubt 
but  his  honour  the  governor  will  take 
care  to  fee  titut  the  papers  are  lundcd 
in  a  plnrc  of  fccurity.  nnd  there  kept 
fafc  until  fome  perl'on  properly  com- 
miHionallhallapiM-iirtodentnndthcni. 
Signsd  by  order  of  my  fntlier. 

John  linuHKs^  jun. 
ToMr.  Ditkf»JoH,  Copy  of 
a   Letttr  j'tnt    hy   Mr, 
Sriut/irJ't  fen. 

No.  IV. 
Sir, 
I  inclofe  you  a  letter  I  received 
Inll  evening  from  Mr.  William  Do- 
vcl,  by  which  I  undcrftund  that  the 
ftampcd  papers  are  arrived  at  New- 
calUe  in  the  Churlottet  that  the 
owner  of  the  vefl'el  does  not  care  to 
order  his  (hip  into  the  port  while 
,  thel'e  papers  are  on  board,  lell  (bme 
violence  fliould  be  done  to  her  ;  and 
as  I  have  not  the  leall  power  from  the 
lords  of  his  M.ijelly*s  treafury,  or 
any  other  public  board,  authorizing 
me  to  receive  them,  and  as  his  Ma- 
Jerty's  revenue  is  in  con- 

cerned in  their preferv.ition,  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  give  you  the  inforiua- 
tion*  that  you  might  take  I'uch  mca- 
fures  therein  as  your  prudence  Ihould 
fuj^^elt.     I  am.  Sir,  yours, 
To  johit  PiHMt  Jf/jr."  John  Hughks. 
No.  V. 
A  great  number  of  the  ci  tire  us  of 
Philadelphia  afllMnbltd  at  the  ll.ite- 
houfedodcmandof  Mr.  John  Hughes, 
dillributorof  ilamps  for  Fennfylvania, 
that  he  will  give  them  allurancc  un- 
der his  hand  that  he  will  not  execute 
•  that  office,  and  c.\}>e<fl  that  he  will 
'  give  them  a  fair,  candid,  and  dired 
anfwer  by  Monday  next  ten  o'clock, 
when  he  will  be  waited  on  for  that 
;  p  "rpole. 
!       Satw-JaY,  OJ.  5,   1765. 
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No.  VI. 

Pbiladfhhia,  MoHt/tty  Atorning, 
Othhfr  7,  1765. 
Whereas  I  was  appliril  to  on  Sa- 
turday lall,  about  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  by  the  following  gentle- 
men, vir,.  James  'i'ilghm:m,  Kfq. 
attorney  at  law,  Mcllrs.  Robert 
Morris,  Charles  'rhomjjlon,  Ardti- 
bald  M'C.ill.    John  Cox,    and   Wil- 


liam   Richuids,     merchants 


Mr. 


William  Uradford,  I'riiiter,  who  af- 
furcd  me  they  were  lent  by  a  great 
number  of  people  then  ullembhd  at 
the  llate-houfe,  in  order  to  requcU 
me  to  refign  the  llamp-oflice  ;  and 
after  fome  converlation  on  the  fubjcd, 
Mr.  Kobcrt  Morris,  and  fome  others, 
declared,  that  it  was  not  expeiU'd  or 
dtTired  that  my  rcfignation  mould  be 
any  other  than  the  not  accepting  the 
office,  and  declaring  every  Hep  or 
meafure  that  ihould  tend  to  put  the 
late  llamp-.td  into  execution,  until 
his  Majelly'.s  further  picafure  ihould 
be  knosvn,  or  until  tli*:  u£t  ihould  be 
generally  carried  into  execution  in 
the  neighbouring  colonies }  and  if 
that  ihould  happen,  1  was  then  at 
liberty  to  do  as  I  thought  proper} 
and  whereas  about  iix  o'clock  tncriame 
evening,  a  paper  was  i'ent  me  by 
ibme  of  thel'e  i'amc  gentlemen,  in  be' 
half,  as  I  underffand,  of  all  thofe 
collei'\ed  at  the  ihitc-houfe  as  afore-> 
('.lid,  declaring,  that  a  great  number 
of  the  citirxns  of  Philadelphia  aiTcm- 
bled  at  the  llate-houfe,  do  demand  of 
Mr.  John  Hughes,  dilhibutor  of 
Uamps  for  Pennl) Ivania,  that  he  will 
give  them  afl'urance  under  his  hand 
that  he  will  not  execute  that  office, 
and  cxped  that  he  will  give  tiiem  a 
fair,  candid,  and  dirert  ani'wer  by 
Monday  next  at  ten  o'clock,  where 
he  will  be  waited  on  for  that  pur- 
polc. 

Sat  Mr  Jay,   Ol'I.  5,  1765. 

I  do  therefore  return  for  anfwer  10 

thofe  gentlemen  and  all  their  aflb- 

ciates,  that  1  have  not  hitherto  taken 

any  ftep  tending  to  put  the  late  at\  of 

par- 
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parliament  in  execution  in  this  pro- 
vince,, and  that  I  will  not  either  by 
niyfcif  or  my  deputies,  do  any  aft  or 
thing  thatOiall  have  the  leall  tenden- 
cy to  put  the  fiiid  aft  into  execution 
in  this  piovincc,  until  his  M.ijclly's 
future  picafure  ihail  be  known,  or 
until  the  faid  aft  Ihall  be  put  in  exe- 
cution in  the  neighbouring  colonies, 
and  this  1  am  determined  to  abide  by, 
iinlcfs  cither  the  governor  or  com- 
mander in  chief  of  this  province  for 
the  time  being  fliall  cull  upon  mc  to 
execute  the  faia  aft. 

And  whereas  my  commiflion  in- 
cludes the  three  counties  of  Newcaftle, 
Kent,  and  Suflcx,  upon  Delaware,  I 
do  therefore  hereby  voluntarily  in- 
form the  good  people  of  thofo  coun- 
ties, that  no  aft  of  mine  (hall  either 
direftly  or  indireftly  involve  them 
into  any  difficulties  with  refpcft  to  the 
faid  llamp-aft,  before  the  iamc  fliall 
take  place  in  the  neighbouring  colo- 
nies, or  until  his  Miijefty's  future 
pleafurc  Ihall  be  known,  or  until  the 
governor  and  commander  in  chief  for 
the  time  being  of  thofe  counties  fliall 
call  upon  me  as  aforefaid,  to  execute 
the  fnid  aft. 

(Copy)  John  Huohes. 

No.  VII. 
Philadelphia,  Monday  Morning, 
Otfioher  7,  1765. 
Whereas  about  fix  o'clock  on  Sa- 
turday cvciiing  lall  a  paper  was  fent 
to  me,  exprefling,  that  a  great  num- 
ber of  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  &c. 
(this  paper  of  refignation  has  been 
publiflied  verbatim.) 

No.  VIII. 
Philaeiflphia,  Tuefday  Momittg, 

Oilober  8,  1 765. 
Sir, 
I  make  no  doubt  but  you  have 
heard  that  a  great  number  of  people 
were  collefted  at  the  ftate-houfe  on 
Saturday  lait,  by  caufing  muffled 
drums  to  beat  through  the  ftreets  of 
this  city,  and  by  ringing  the  ftate- 
houfe  bell  muffled,  and  by  direfting 
all  enquirers  to  repair  to  the  ftatc- 
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houfe  for  information  {  and  that  after 
the  people wcrecollcfted,  adeputation 
wat  font  to  me  demanding  my  refig- 
n.ation  of  the  officeof  chief  diftributpr 
of  (lamps  for  thii  province.  I  am  weli 
informed,  that  gieat  numbers  of  the 
ringleaders  and  promoters  of  this 
meeting  declared  and  vowed  dcftruc- 
tion  to  my  pcrfon  and  property  if  I 
rcfufed  to  gratify  them  in  their  dc- 
maiidi. 

My  refignation  is  accordingly  made, 
and  1  beg  you  will  be  fo  kind  as  to 
inform  mc  where  the  damps  are  dc- 
politi  d,  that  I  may  by  this  day's  port 
inform  the  lords  of  the  treafury  what 
fituation  they  are  in.  This  you  muft 
know  it  is  my  duty  todo,as  theftamps 
were  configncd  to  me  by  their  lord- 
fliips,  and  I  have  the  bill  of  lading. 
But  as  I  Jim  confined  to  my  bed,  and 
allis  rcftrained  by  the  people  from  ex- 
ecuting my  office,  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  know  what  is  to  be  done  in 
the  premiffes,  I  therefore  pray  your 
anfwor  by  the  bearc  my  fon,  which 
will  oblige.  Sir,  your  humble  fer- 
vant,  John  Huohes. 

To  the  Hon,  John  Penn,  Efq. 
The  Governor  returned  the  folloiuing 
•verbal  Jn/iuer,  •viz. 
Let  Mr.  Hughes  know  the  (lamps 
are  on  board  the  man  of  war. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  2,  1765. 
Gentlemen, 
Since  my  laft,  a  copy  whereof  is 
herewith  fent,  nothing  very  extraor- 
dinary has  been  attempted  by  the 
mob,  as  the  great  men  here  would 
fain  have  it  termed  and  believed  on 
your  fi(^e  the  water,  and  I  make  no 
doubt  but  it  will  be  fo  rcprcfented  by 
the  proprietary  governor,  and  his 
friends;  but  the  truth  is,  that  if  the 
governor,  or  any  half  dozen  of  the 
magiftratcs,  had  called  the  flierifF  and 
tvinftablc  to  their  alTiftance,  it  would 
have  been  very  eafy  for  them,  with 
the  affiftance  of  my  friends  then  col- 
lefted about  my  houfe,  to  the  amount 
of  not  lefs  than  feven  or  eight  hun- 
dred men  of  reputation,  who  would 
H  2  have; 
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have  affiled  the  civil  officers  at  tVie 
rifque  of  their  lives,  as  I  did  to  fup- 
prefs  the  Paxton  riot,  that  intended 
to  dcAroy  the  Indians  at  the  barracks. 
I  am  now  informed  the  governor 
has  taken  the  oath  prefcribcd  by  the 
ftamp-aft,  but  his  friends  keep  it  a 
fecre*;,  and  fay,  *  who  knows  that  he 
has,'  but  it  will  foon  appear  here,  for 
that  will  alter  his  conduft ;  the  com- 
jniiHoners  and  government  may  de- 
pend that  I  will  commanicate  th'ngs 
as  they  happen,  though  it  is  at  the 
rifque  of  my  life  ;  for  the  ^arty,  by 
their  tools,  frequently  give  out,  that 
if  they  knew  the  man  that  would  fo 
far  afTiil  Britain  as  to  ir^form  againfl 
any  man,  in  this  or  any  other  pro- 
vince, he  fliould  not  live  many  hears ; 
and  I  do  aflure  the  government  and 
commiflioners,  that  all  pofitive  charg- 
es made  by  me,  can  be  proved  by  re- 
putable witnefles.  £ut  whether  his 
Majefty  or  his  miniftry  can,  or  will 
wink  at  and  overlook  tnefe  infults  and 
outrages,  and  permit  their  colonics  to 
refufe  obedience  to  an  aft  of  parlia- 
ment, and  alfo  declare  it  illegal  and 
unconftitutional,  and  alfo  permit  the 
printers  here  to  publiOi  weekly  the 
moft  violent  and  inflammatory  pieces 
that  ever  were  wrote,  zad  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  if  thefe  continental 
papers  for  the  two  or  three  months 
pail  vere  exarained,  many  of  them 
would  be  found  rather  to  exceed  the 
North  Briton,  (No.  XLV.)  in  alie- 
nating the  afteftions  of  the  people 
from  his  Majeily,  and  animating 
them  to  rebellion,  and  yet  ac  the 
fame  time  tail  thcmfelvesEngliflimen, 
anil  profefs  the  higheft  degree  of 
loyalty  to  his  Majefty.  I  fome  time 
tell  ibme  of  our  warm  blades,  that  it 
is  a  piece  of  inconfiltency  to  call 
themfelves  Englifhmen,  becaufe  gen- 
tlemen, fay  I,  if  you  are  Englilhnien, 
you  muft  be  bound  by  afts  of  parli.i- 
ment,  until  that  parliament  releafes 
you  from  that  obedience,  which  has 
not  yet  been  done  as  I  know  of.  To 
this  they  reply  our  charters  have  done 
it  ablolutely.     No,  gentlemen,  your 
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charters  are  but  the  declarations  of  the 
kings  that  granted  them,  and  th?y 
cannot  be  to  mean  no  more, 

than  that  the  king  of  Great  Britain 
would  not  arbitrarily,  and  without 
law,  raife  money  on  the  fubjed  in 
America,  and  this  all  our  forefather^ 
feemed  to  have  ?flccd — when  they  left 
Britain,  and  inde-d  it  is  all  the  kings 
of  Great  Britain  can  legally  promiie, 
for  the  king  cannot  bar  the  rights  of 
the  lords  and  commons,  any  mors 
thai  they  can  h's  prerogatives.  The 
anfwer  then  is,  >r»u  are  an  enemy  tq 
America,  and  ouo;Lt  to  have  your 
brains  beat  out,  &c.  And  indeed 
there  is  nothing  has  faved  me  but  the 
great  number  of  friends  and  relations 
that  I  have  in  this  country,  and,  had 
it  not  been  for  their  numbers,  I  mufl; 
have  refigned  my  office  abfolutcly,  or 
elfe  not  only  me  but  my  family  and 
fortune  would  have  falLii  a  facrifice. 
I  believe  I  am  the  only  ftamp  dif- 
tributor  that  has  not  either  rdigned 
abfolutely,  or  fted  the  province  be- 
tween Virginia,  and  Hallifax,  and  if 
the  Virginia  officer  had  been  there,  I 
think  he  mull  have  refigned  alfo,  tor 
there  the  fire  began.  It  is  my  private 
opinion,  that  if  the  province  of  Penn- 
fylvania  was  changed  from  proprietary 
to  a  royal  government,  and  fome  per- 
fon  appointed  to  govern  it,  that  iuid 
both  intereft  among  the  people,  and  a 
perfect  knowledge  of  them,  fo  as  to 
be  able  to  difplace  the  difloyal,  and 
P'jt  in  power  and  commiflion  fuch 
only  as  could  be  depended  on,  and 
have  demonllratcd  their  loyalty  to 
their  king  ;  fuch  a  perlon,  after  the 
changes  aforcfaid,  might  eafily  govern 
tiiis  province,  and  preferve  the  pCHce 
ol  it,  and  keep  it  in  fubjeftion  to  hi? 
Majefty,  which  I  think  we  hardly  are 
at  this  time.  One  reafon  affigned  for 
not  paying  obedience  to  this  aft  of 
parliament,  is,  that  we  have  no  rc- 
prefentative  in  parliament ;  I  then 
iay,  'pt  us  petition  for  reprefentatives, 
O,  no,  we  will  not  agree  to  that, 
becaufe  we  have  reprefentatives  of  our 
own,  and  have  always  given  money 

when 
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when  we  have  been  called  on  by  the 
king  or  his  minifters,  and  if  that  will 
not  do,  let  us  have  a  houfe  of  Com- 
mons in  America,  to  fettle  what  (hall 
be  the  quota  of  each  cojony  when 
money  is  wanted — No,   gentlemen, 
you  have  foreclofcd  yourfelves  of  that, 
for  yoy  have  demon ftrated  your  pro- 
penfity  to  rebellion,  to  that  degree, 
that  in  my  opinion  the  miniftry  never 
can  adviie  his  Majefty  to  unite  you 
more  than  you  now  are  ;   but  if  they 
knew  our  circumftances  rightly,  they 
would  divide  us  yet  more,  by  forming 
new  colonies  out  of  Virginia,    and 
perhaps  fome  others  that  are  already 
but  too  large  ;  but  thefe  things  are  at 
a  diftance,  for  Great  Britain  mul>  firft 
determine  whether  flie  is  to  govern 
or  not,  and  whether  flie  will  permit 
us  to   put  ourfelves  under   the  pro- 
teftion  of  France,  or  Spain,  as  many 
upon  the  continent  declare  they  will 
ward  off  the  ftamp-aft,  until  they  can 
get  France  or  Spain  to  proteft  them  ; 
pnd  fome  few  have  gone  fo  far  in  this 
province.    I  muft  now  contradidl  your 
allegation  of  our  giving  money  when 
called  upon.      Pray    has    Maryland 
given  one  (hilling  all  the  laft  war,  and 
did  net  moft  of  the  colonies,   except 
Pcnnfylvania,    refufe  both  men   and 
money  for  Colonel  Bouquet's  laft  ex- 
pedition  againll  the   Indians   to  the 
wefrward  ;    and  when  Col.  Bouquet, 
by  his  friends,    got   fome  volunteers 
raifed   for   the   purpofe  in  Virginia, 
was  he  not  obliged  to  apply  to  the 
commiflioners  of  this  province  to  pay 
them,  or  elfe  he  muft  have  paid  them 
out  of  his  private  fortune  ;   althcugh 
the  war  was  on  the  Virginia  frontier, 
and  their  pcoplapfrequently  murvieied 
at  that  time. 

November  the'  3d,  being  Saturday 
evening,  I  was  called  upon  by  the 
colledl'or,  to  let  me  know  that  he  and 
the  other  cuftom-hoi:fe  officers  would 
call  upon  me  next  day,  but  they  after- 
Wards  changed  their  plan  ;  and  on 
Tuefday  the  5th,   1  received  the 
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paper,  (No.  I.)  and  that  afternoon 
returned  for  anfwer  the  paper  (No.  II.) 
and  I  now  underftand  that  the  party 
are  m"ich  diflatisfied  with  my  anfwer, 
and  fay  1  had  no  need  to  fay  more 
than  three  words ;  viz.  i  have  none 
— This  they  could  have  protefted  upon 
and  fent  home  to  the  cuftom-houfe, 
but  I  believe  they  have  no  great  in- 
clination    0  fend  home  this  letter; 
however,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  fend 
it  you  with  a  copy  of  theirs ;  alfo  I 
wifh  I  knew  whether  the  a£l  would  be 
enforced  or  nst,  for  if  it  is  to  be  re- 
pealed, I  might  refign  voluntarily  in 
time,  and  thereby  efcape  the  violence 
of  the  party,    for  if  the  aft  is  no^ 
enforced,  nor  I  do  not  refign  in  time, 
I  fhall  not  be  able  to  go  into  fome  of 
the  neighbouring  colonies,  and  look 
after  my  intereft  during  my  life-time, 
for  they  threaten  me  already  in  Ma- 
ryland and  Virginia,  that  if  they  ever 
catch   me   there  they  will  make  a 
facrifice  of  me  ;  but  if  they  (hoQld  be 
made  fubjedt  to  Great  Britain,  I  fliall 
then  be  in  no  danger,  for  the  iffue  of 
this    aft   will    abfolutely   determine 
Britain's  fovereignty  in  America.  For, 
if  by  thefe  rebellious  aftions  we  can 
get  this  aft  repealed,  I  have  no  doubt 
but  fome  of  my  children  may  live  to 
fee  a  duty  laid  by  Americans  on  fome 
things  imported  fiom  Britain,  for  I 
do  not  know  an  inftance  of  a  mob's 
fitting    down    contented    with    one 
thing,   unlefs  they  have  a  force  able 
to  quell  them. 

I  prefume  when  the  remonftrances 
from  the  grand  committee  (who  meet 
at  New-York)  come  here,  it  will  be 
eafy  to  judge  what  we  vould  be  at  j 
for  even  in  this  province  fome  few 
fay,  if  we  ftick  by  one  another,  it  is 
not  in  the  power  of  Britain  to  enforce 
it,  and  fay  that  Ireland  did  the  fame 
formerly,  and  by  that  means  have 
efcaped  the  burthen  as  they  call  it. 
I  am  unable  at  this  time  to  give  a 
more  full  account  of  the  proceedings 
in  America,  being  not  recovered  from 
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my  late  Illnefs.  I  am,  gentlemen, 
^ith  re(pe£l,  your  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

Nov.  "J,  176;,         JOHJJ  HucHps, 
iTfl  the  commijjionerf  of 
the  Ji  amp-office. 

No.  I. 
Mr.  John  Hughes, 
Sir,  We  have  heard  from  public 
report,  that  you  are  the  or.-er  ap- 
pointed to  diftribute  ftamp-papers  and 
parch  nent  in  the  province,  purfuant 
to  an  adt  of  parliament  lately  pubr 
liflied  in  England,  and  we  now  apply 
to  you,  to  know  whether  you  can 
fupply  us  with  ft'anip  papers  proper 
for  cockets  and  clearances,  on  which 
the  duty  of  four-pence  fterling  is  im- 
pofed  (if  the  copy  we  have  feen  of 
the  aft  be  genuine).  We  apprehend 
it  is  our  duty  to  apply  to  you  for 
them,  as  we  cannot  proceed  regularly 
in  the  bufinefs  of  our  office  without 
them.  Plpafe  to  let  us  have  your 
anfwer  in  writing  as  foon  as  poflible, 
in  order  to  prevent  any  miftake  or 
jnifunderftanding  that  may  happen 
from  a  verbal  conference  between  us. 
We  beg  you  will  be  pleafed  to  have  a 
dire£l  anfwer,  whether  you  will  or 
not  let  us  have  the  ilamp  papers  for 
the  pnrpofes  above-mentioned.  We 
are.  Sir,  your  rood  humble  fervants, 
Cttjiom-Houfe,  J.  Swiw,  Dep.  Collr. 
Philadelphia,  A. Barclay, Comptr. 
Nov.\,  i''64.  T.  Grame,  Naval  Offr. 
No.  II. 
Gentlemen, 
I  received  yours  of  the  4th  inftant, 
and  cannot  but  infer  from  the  con- 
tents, that  you  are  a  ftranger  in 
Pcnnfylvania,  fince  by  the  tenor  of 
your  letter,  you  feem  to  be  unac- 
quainted with  the  things  that  are 
come  to  pafs  in  thefe  our  days. 
Therefore,  I  think  it  neceffary,  be- 
fore I  proceed  in  anfwer,  to  give  you 
a  brief  detail  of  what  has  happened. 
.  Firft  then,  I  am  to  inform  you,  that 
en  Saturday  the  5th  of  Oftober  laft, 
the  State-houfc  and  Chrill-church 
bdls  were  rung  muffied,    and  two 
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Negro-drummers,  one  of  whom  bcf 
longed  to  alderman  Samuel  Mifflin, 
beat  through  all  parts  of  the  city  with 
muflled  drums,  thereby  alarming  the 
inhabitants.  In  confequence  whereof, 
a  large  number  of  people  vy'as  raifed 
and  aflembled  at  the  State-houfe, 
where  it  was  publicly  declared  (as  I 
am  informed),  that  if  I  did  not  im- 
mediately refigu  my  office,  my  houfe 
fhould  be  pulled  down  and  my  fubr 
ftarice  deftroyr-d;,  but  hefo- ;  the  con- 
vention broke  up,  the  gentlemen  afr 
fembled  there,  in  par.,  changed  their 
refolution,  and  by  a,  note  they  at 
night  lent  me,  indulged  me  till  tea 
o'clock  the  Monday  morning  follow- 
ing, to  fatisfy  them  whether  I  would 
not   refign   my  office    as   ftamp- 


or 


diflributor  for  this  province.  Se- 
condly^ although  it  was  currently 
reported  through  the  city  on  the  ^\i\\ 
of  Oftober  lall,  that  Capt.  Halland, 
with  the  ftarap  papers,  &c.  would  be 
up  next  day,  and  that  a  mob  would 
be  raifed  to  deftroy  them,  yet  neither 
the  governor,  the  fupreme  judges^ 
the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  nor 
any  other  jufticiary  officers,  (Bei^'amiu 
Shoemalcer,  Efq.  excepted)  took  the 
leall  notice  thereof,  nor  ufed  any 
means  to  preferve  the  peace  of  the 
city.  'ITiirdly,  although  on  Monday 
the  7th  of  October,  tvhen  the  people 
collefted  at  the  Free  Mafons  lodge, 
and  their  delegates,  who  need  not 
here  be  named,  came  to  my  houfe  and 
demanded  of  me  my  anfwer,  whether 
I  would  or  would  not  refign  my  orhce 
as  ftamp-dilbibutor  of  this  province, 
yet  neither  the  governor,  the  judges  of 
the  fupreme  court,  although  then  fit- 
ting, the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen, 
nor  any  of  the  peace-ofiicers  of  this 
city,  teftified  the  leail  difapprobation 
thereof,  but  permitted  thofe  gentlemen 
and  their  affociates,  to  compel  me  to 
make  the  declaration  which  you  mav 
fee  printed  in  the  Gazette  and  Penn- 
fylvania  Journal  of  the  loth  of  Oc- 
tober laft.  Fourthly,  thefe  gentlemen 
delegates   and   their  afltciates  have 

therefore 
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thierefore  prevented  any  ftamp  from 
coming  into  my  poflTeflion.  Of  con- 
fequence,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
fupply  you.  But  as  you  may  be  un- 
acquainted with  the  fituation  of  the 
ftamp  papers,  I  do  .lyfelf  the  plea- 
fure  of  infonning  you,  that  his  honour 
the  governor,  has  committed  them  to 
the  care  of  Capt.  Hawker,  com- 
mander of  his  Majefty's  Ihip  Sardine. 
And  I  would  likewife,  gentlemen, 
beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  he 
has  taken,  as  I  am  informed,  afolemn 
oath,  "  to  do  to  his  utmoll,  that  all 
and  every  of  the  claufes  contained  In 
the  ftamp-a£t  fliall  be  bona  fide  ob- 
ferved  ;"  wherefore  I  muft  refer  you 
to  him,  as  I  am  for  the  reafons  al- 
ready afligned,  at  prefent  incapa- 
citated to  fupply  you  with  ftampt 
papers,  &c.  for  a  more  full  anfwer, 
if  neceffary,  to  your  letter.  Fifthly, 
if  any  inconveniencies  or  damages, 
therefore,  fhould  happen  to  any  per- 
fon  or  perfons  for  want  of  the  ftampt 
papers,  the  blame  neither  can  nor 
does  lie  at  my  door,  whatever  it  may 
of  thofe  of  the  gentlemen  delegates 
and  their  aflbciates.  I  am  forry, 
gentlemen,  that  you  fufFered  an  in- 
finuation  to  cfcape  your  pen,  as  if  I 
would  not  afford  you  a  direft  anfwer 
to  your  letter,  for  I  am  perfwaded  no 
part  of  my  conduct  has  given  you  or 
any  other  perfon  caufe  to  fufpcd  either 
my  candor  or  integrity,  therefore, 
permit  me  to  fay,  I  muft  look  upon 
this  infinuation  both  ungenerous  and 
unfriendly.  I  am,  Sirs,  your  hum- 
ble fervant, 
Philaielphla,  Nov.  J.  Hughes. 

5»  -l^S- 
John  Snvift,  Alex.  Barclay,  and 

Thomas  Grame,  E/quires. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  1765. 
Extras  of  Letters  frr,m  John  Hughes, 
Efq,  appointed  Dijlributor  of  the 
Ki  lamps  for  FentijU'vania,  to  Bcijamin 
Franklin,  Efq.  Agent  for  faid  Pro- 
vince, by  him,  per  Order,  laid  before 
the  Parliament. 
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"  You  arc  now  from  letter  to  letter 
to  fuppofe  each  may  be  the  laft  that  you 
will  receive  from  your  old  friend,  as 
the  Spirit  or  flame  of  rebellion  is  got 
to  a  high  pitch  among  the  North 
Americans,  and  it  feems  to  me,  that 
a  fort  of  frenzy,  or  madnefs,  hi  s  got 
fuch  hold  of  the  people  of  all  ranks^ 
that  I  fancy  fome  lives  will  be  loft 
before  this  fire  is  put  out;  I  am  at 
prefent  much  perplexed  what  courfe  to 
fteer  j  for,  as  I  have  given  you  reafon 
to  expeft,  I  would  endeavour  to  put 
the  aft  3T1  tACCution,  and  you  no 
doubt  have  informed  thecommiftloners 
I  cannot  in  point  of  honor  go  back, 
until  fomething  or  other  is  done  by 
the  f)eople  to  render  it  impoflible  for 
me  to  proceed  ;  but,  perhaps  when  a 
mob  is  on  foot,  my  intereft  may  fall 
a  facrifice  to  an  infatuated  niultitude, 
and  I  know  of  no  other  way  to  prevent 
it,  but  abfolutely  declaring  off"  as  all 
the  reft  have  done  to  the  eaftward,  but 
as  yet  I  cannot  prevail  upon  myfelf, 
notwithftanding  the  threats  of  fome, 
and  the  perfuafions  of  others,  *■  'a 
an  aft  that  appears  to  me  neither  iu)  il 
nor  reputable. 

"  I  had  hitherto  kept  matters  eafy, 
by  faying  I  had  nothing  to  rcfign,  fori 
have  neither  received  any  commifllon 
or  any  other  kin  f  wriLing  from  the 
ftamp-officej  bui  bm  it  is  known  I 
have  recfived  my  commiiiion,  I  fancy 
I  fliall  not  efcapc  the  ftorm  of^irelhy- 
terian  rage,  and  as  Capt.  l-riend  is 
expefted  every  day,  my  doom  .ill 
foon  be  known,  but  whether  I  may 
live  to  inform  you,  is  yet  in  the  womb 
of  futurity. 

"By  Governor  Franklin's  letters, and 
by  my  laft,  you  will  fee  that  Mr,  Cox 
has  refigned  the  ftamp-oflice  for  New- 
Jerfey,  and  there  is  fcarce  a  day  goes 
over  my  head,  but  many  people  call 
on  me  to  rcfion,  and  fay  I  am  an 
enemy  to  North  America  if  I  do  not; 
but  fince  I  am  now  and  muft 

abide  by  confcqucnces,  be  tliey  what 
t!u-y  will,  I  fliaii  be  exceedingly  ob- 
liged to  you,  if  it  is  coufiftent  with 

your 
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your  judgment^  to  recommend  my 
fon  Hugh  for  Mr.  Cox's  fucceflbr. 
My  fon  is  married,  and  fettled  in  New 
Jerfey,  has  a  good  eftate,  both  real 
and  perfonal,  and  can  give  any  fe- 
curity  that  may  be  required— I  am 
the  more  induced  to  afk  this  favour,  as 
I  think  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in 
putting  the  aft  in  execution  in  that 
province  ;  and,  if  my  property,  and 
perhaps  my  life  may  be  loft  in  this 
province,  my  fon  1  hope  will  be  the 
better  for  the  office  in  that  province, 
which  may  be  fome  compenfation  for 
what  property  may  be  loft  out  of  the 
family. 

Sepf.  10,   1765. 

"  Our  aflembly  met  yerterda),  and 
this  day  a  majority  of  fifteen  againft 
fourteen,  were  for  fending  a  com- 
mittee to  New-York,  to  meet  the 
committee  of  Bofton  on  the  firft  of 
Oftober,  where  they  infinuate  there 
will  be  men  fcnt  from  every  colony, 
in  order  to  unite  and  become,  as  they 
exprefs  it,  like  a  burtdle  of  rods,  al- 
luding to  the  fable  of  the  old  man  and 
his  fons.  This  fcheme,  or  plan  of 
tinion,  is  not  only  begun,  but  inde- 
fatigably  puQied  forward,  by  the 
prelbyterians  principally. 

Sept.  II.  This  afternoon  Capt. 
Friend  arrived,  and  as  he  fays  he  has 
no  ftamp  papers  on  board,  all  feems 
pretty  quiet  at  prefent.  The  aflembly 
have  named  Jofeph  Fox,  Geo.  Bryan, 
John  Morton  and  John  Dickinfon,  as 
a  committee  to  go  to  the  Congrefs  at 
New-York. 

Sept.  12.  Our  clamours  run  very 
high,  and  I  am  told  my  houie  ihall 
be  pulled  down  and  the  llamps  burnt, 
to  which  I  give  no  other  anlwer  than 
that  I  will  defend  my  houl'e  at  the 
rifque  of  my  life.  I  muft  fay  that  all 
the  fenfible  qu  ;kers  behave  prudently. 

Sepf.  16.  /'«  tb^  evetii/ig— Common 
report  threatens  my  houfe  this  night, 
as  there  are  bonfires  and  rejoicings  for 
the  change  of  miniitry.  The  fober 
and  fenfible  part  of  the  people  are 
doing  every  tiling  in  readincfs  to  fup- 


prefs  a  mob,  if  there  Ihould  be  any 
Irtention  of  rifnig.  I,  for  my  part^ 
an  well  armed  with  fire-arms,  and 
a.n  determined  to  ftand  a  fiege.  If  [ 
live  till  to-morrow  morning,  (hall 
give  you  a  further  account,  but  as  it 
is  no'.v  about  eight  o'clock  I  am  on 
my  guard,  and  only  write  this  be- 
tween whiles,  as  every  noife  or  b'ftle 
of  the  people  calls  me  off. 

J^ine  o'clock.  Several  friends  that  pa- 
trole  between  my  houfe  and  the  cofFee- 
houfe,  came  in  juft  now,  and  fay  the 
colleftion  of  rabble  begins  to  decreafe 
vifibly  in  the  ftreets,  and  the  appear- 
ance of  danger  feems  a  good  deal  lefs 
than  it  did. 

Tiuel-ve  o\lock^  There  are  now  fe- 
veral  hundreds  of  our  friends  about  the 
ftreet  ready  to  fupprefs'any  mob,  if  it 
fhould  attempt  to  rife,  and  the  rabble 
are  difperfing. 

^ept.  17.  fi've  in  the  morning — We 
art  all  yet  in  the  land  of  t'^c  living, 
and  our  properties  fafe,  thank  Qc-y- 

ExtraSl  of  a  Letter  from  Jofeph  Gal- 
Io=-jjay,  Efq.  dated  Philadelphia,  Sep- 
tember 2g,  1765,  to  Benjamin  Frank-i 
lin,  E/q. 

"  Thepublicpapers  will  inform  you 
of  the  prefent  diftrafted  ftatc  of  the 
colonies,  and  the  many  outnigcs  and. 
riots  that  have  been  occafioncd  by  a 
diflike  to  the  llamp-aft,  all  which 
have  been  incited  by  the  principal 
members  of  the  colonies  whtre  they 
have  been  committe'd — Meafures  have 
not  been  wanting  to  create  the  fame 
tempt,  in  the  people  here,  in  which 
fome  \\.\vc  been  very  active.  In  hopes 
to  pn  vc:nt  their  ill  eftefts,  I  wrote  a 
moderate  piece,  figned  Americawis, 
publiihed  here  and  at  New- York, 
and  fmce  in  Virginia,  wherein  you 
will  fee  my  fentinients  011  the  liibjeft. 
I  am  told  it  had  good  cfFed  in  thofe 
places  as  well  as  here,  being  much 
approved  by  the  moderate  part  of  the 
people  ;  yet  wc  fhu  'd  not  have  been 
free  from  riots  here,  it  another  method 
had  not  been  taken  to  prevent  them, 

viz.  B/ 
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By  affembling  quietly  at  the  inftance 
of  Mr.  Hughes's  friends  (and  not  by 
order  from  the  government  of  the 
city),  near  eight  hundred  fober  inha- 
bitants were  polled  in  different  parts, 
ready  to  prevent  any  mifchief  that 
Ihould  be  attempted  by  the  mob, 
which  eifedually  intimidated  them  and 
kept  all  tolerable  quiet,  only  they 
burnt  a  figure  that  they  called  a  flaihp- 
man,  and  about  midnight  difperfed. 
Great  pains  have  been  taken  to  per- 
fuade  and  frighten  Mr.  liughes  into 
a  refignation  of  his  office,  I'Ut  he  con- 
tinues firm,  and  will  not  refign  in  any 
manner  that  fhall  do  difhonour  to  his 
appointment,  and  I  think  will  be  able 
io  put  his  commiiTion  into  execution, 
notwithHanding  the  example  fet  by 
other  colonies. 


The  King  having,  in  his  fpeech, 
recommended  to  the  confideration  of 
parliament  the  affairs  of  America,  a 
debate  naturally  followed  on  thfe  ad- 

Th"  new  mihiftfers  fpoke  tenderly 
of  the  dilturbances  and  confufions  in 
America.  The  late  minifters  (at  this 
time  in  oppofition)  were  quite  the  re-' 
verfe. 

Earl  Nugent  (then  Mr.  Nugent) 
infilled,  '  That  the  honour  and  dig- 
nity of  the  kingdom,  obliged  us  to 
compel  the  execution  of  the  ftamp-adl, 
except  the  right  was  acknowledged, 
and  the  repeal  foUicited  as  a  favoiir. 
He  computed  the  expehce  of  the 
troops  now  employed  in  America  for 
their  defence,  as  he  called  it,  to 
amount  to  nine-pence  in  the  poilnd  of 
our  land  tax ;  while  tiie  produce  of  the 
llamp-a£l  would  not  raife  a  fhilling 
a  head  on  the  inhabitants  of  America; 
but  that  a  pepper-corn,  in  acknow- 
ledgment of  tlie  right,  was  of  more 
value,  than  millions  without.  He 
expatiated  on  the  extreme  ingra- 
titude of  the  colonies ;  and  concluded, 
with  charging  the  miniftry  with  en- 
couraging petitions  top.iiliament,  and 
inllrudions  to  members  from  trading 
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and  manufa^lurihg  town^,  againfl  the 
aa.' 

Mr.  Pitt  (now  Lord  Chatham) 
fpoke  next.  As  he  always  begins 
very  low,  and  as  every  body  was  in 
agitation  at  his  firfl  rifmg,  his  intro- 
dUflion  was  not  heard,  "till  he  faid, 
'  I  came  to  town  but  to-day ;  I  was  a 
ftranger  to  the  tenor  of  his  Majelly's 
fpeech,  and  the  propofed  addrefs,  'till 
I  heard  them  read  in  this  houfe. 
Unconnefted  and  unconfulted,  I  have 
not  the  means  of  informatibn  ;  I  anl 
fearful  of  offending  through  miftake, 
and  therefore  beg  to  be  indulged  with 
a  fecond  risading  of  the  propofed 
addrefs.*  The  addrefs  being  read, 
Mr.  Pitt  went  oit : — He  commended 
the  King's  fpeech,  approved  of  the 
addrefs  in  anfwer,  as  it  decided  no- 
thing, every  gentleman  being  left  at 
perfedl  liberty  to  take  fuch  a  part 
Concerning  America,  as  he  might  af- 
terwards lee  fit.  One  word  only  he 
could  hot  approve  of,  an  carfy,  is  a 
word  that  does  not  belong  to  the 
notice  the  miniftry  has  given  to  par- 
liament of  the  troubles  in  America. 
In  a  matter  of  fuch  importance,  the 
communication  ought  to  have  been 
immediate  :  I  fpeak  not  with  refpeft 
to  parties ;  I  fland  up  in  this  place 
fmgle  and  unconnedled.  As  to  the 
late  miniftry,  (turning  himfelf  to  Mt. 
Grenville,  who  fat  within  one  of 
him)  every  capital  meafure  they  have 
taken,  has  been  entirely  wrong  ! 

•  As  to  the  prefent  gentlemen,  to 
thofe  at  leaft  whom  I  have  in  my  eye 
(looking  at  the  bencii  where  Mr. 
Conway  fat,  with  the  lords  of  the 
treafury)  I  have  rlo  objeftion  ;  I  have 
never  been  made  a  facrifice  byfeny  of 
them.  Their  oharaders  are  fair ; 
and  I  am  alvvay;;  glad  when  m^n  of 
fair  charadler  engage  in  his  Majefty's 
fervice.  Some  of  them  have  done  me 
the  honour  to  afli  my  poor  opinion, 
before  they  would  engage.  Thefe  will 
do  me  the  juftice  to  own,  I  adv^ifed 
them  to  engage  ;  but  notwithftanding 
•^— I  love  to  be  explicit — I  cannot  give 
I  tnem 
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them  my  confidence ;  pardon  me, 
/  gentlemen,  (bowing  to  the  miniitry) 
confidence  is  a  plant  of  flow  growth 
in  an  aged  bofom ;  youth  is  the  feafon 
of  credulity  ;  by  comparing  events 
with  each  other,  reafoning  from  efFefts 
to  caufes,  mcthinks,  I  plainly  dif- 
cover  the  traces  of  an  over-ruling  in- 
fluence. 

'  There  is  a  claufe  in  the  aft  of  fet' 
tlement,  to  oblige  every  minifter  to 
fign  his  name  to  the  advice  which  he 
gives  his  fovereign.  Would  it  were 
obferved  ! — I  have  had  the  honour  to 
ferve  the  crown,  and  if  I  could  have 
fubmitted  to  influence,  I  might  have 
ftill  continued  to  ferve  ;  but  1  would 

not  be  refponfible  for  others. 1 

Jiave  no  local  attachments :  it  is  in- 
different to  me,  whether  a  man  was 
rocked  in  his  cradle  on  this  fide  or 
that  fide  of  the  Tweed.— T  fought  for 
merit  wherever  it  was  to  be  found. — 
It  is  my  bcaft,  that  I  wns  the  firft 
minifter  who  looked  for  it,  and  I 
found  it  in  the  mountains  of  the 
north.  I  called  it  forth,  and  drew  it 
into  your  fervice^  an  hardy  and  in- 
trepid race  of  men  !  men,  who,  when 
left  by  your  jealoufy,  became  a  prey 
to  the  artifices  of  your  enemies,  and 
had  gone  nigh  to  have  overturned  the 
ftate,  in  the  war  before  the  laft. 
Thefe  men,  in  the  laft  war,  were 
brought  to  combat  on  your  fide  :  they 
ferved  v/ith  fidelity,  as  they  fought 
,with  valour,  and  conquered  for  you 
in  every  part  of  the  world  :  uetclled 
be    the    national   reflcclions   againft 

them! they  are  unjuft,    ground- 

.  lefs,  illiberal,  unmanly.  When  I 
ceafcd  to  ferve  his  Majefty  as  a  mi- 
niiter,  it  was  not  the  country  of  the 
man  by  which  I  was  move  J  — but  the 
man  of  tiiat  country  wanted  wifdoni, 
and  held  principles  incompatiblo  with 
freedom . 

*  It  is  a  long  time,  Mr.  Speaker, 

fince  I  hrive  attended  In  parliament. 

When  the  refoluticn  was  taken  in  the 

.  houfe  to  tax  America,    I  was  ill  in 

bed.     If  I  could  have  endured  to  have 
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been  Carried  in  my  bed,  fo  great  v/as 
the  agitation  of  my  mind  for  the  con- 
fequenccs  !  I  would  have  follicited 
fome  kind  hand  to  have  laid  me  down 
on  this  floor,  to  have  borne  my 
teftimony  againft  it.  It  is  now  an 
aft  that  had  pafiTed — I  would  fpeak 
with  decency  of  every  aft  of  this 
houfe,  but  I  muft  beg  the  indulgence 
of  the  houfe  to  ipeak  of  it  with 
freedom. 

*  I  hope  a  day  may  be  foon  ap- 
pointed to  confider  the  ftate  of  the 
nation  with  refpeft  to  America.  — I 
hope,  gentlemen  will  come  to  this 
debate  with  all  the  temper  and  im- 
partiality his  majefty  recomijiends,  and 
the  importance  of  the  fubjeft  requires. 
A  fubjeft  of  greater  importance  than 
ever  engaged  the  attention  of  this 
houfe !  that  fubjeft  only  excepted, 
when,  near  a  century  ago,  it  was  the 
queftion,  whether  you  yourfelves  were 
to  be  bound,  or  free.  In  the  mean 
time,  as  I  cannot  depend  upon  health 
for  any  future  day,  fuch  Is  the  nature 
of  my  infirmities,  I  will  beg  to  fay  a 
few  words  at  prcfent,  leaving  the 
juftlce,  the  equity,  the  policy,  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  aft,  to  another  time. 
Iwill  only  fpeak  to  one  point,  a  point 
which  feems  not  to  have  been  gene- 
rally underftood—I  mean  to  the  right. 
Some  gentlemen  (alluding  to  Mr. 
Nugent)  feem  to  have  confidered  it 
as  a  point  of  honor.  If  gentlemen 
confider  it  in  that  light,  they  leave  all 
meafures  of  right  and  wrong,  to  follow 
a  deiufion  that  may  lead  to  deftruftlon. 
It  is  my  opinion  that  this  kingdom 
has  no  riglit  to  lay  a  tax  upon  the 
colonics.  At  the  fame  time,  I  afiert 
the  authority  of  this  kingdom  over  the 
colonies,  to  he  fovereign  and  fupreme, 
in  every  circuniftance  of  government 

and  legiilation  whatfcever. They 

arc  the  fubjcfts  of  this  kingdom', 
equally  entitled  with  yourfelves  to  all 
the  natural  rights  of  mankind  and  the 
peculiar  privileges  of  Englilhmen. 
Equally  bound  tjy  its  laws,  and  equally 
party,cjpating  of  the  coiillitution   of 

this 
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this  free  country.  The  Americans 
are  the  Tons,  not  the  ballards,  of 
England.  Taxation  is  no  part  of  the 
governing  or  legiflative  power. — The 
taxes  are  a  voluntary  gift  and  grant  of 
the  commons  alone.  In  legiflation 
the  three  eflates  of  the  realm  are  alike 
concerned,  but  the  concurrence  of  the 
peers  and  the  crown  to  a  tax,  is  only 
neceflary  to  dofe  with  the  form  of  a 
jaw.  The  gift  and  grant  is  of  the 
commons  alone.  In  antient  days,  the 
crown,  the  barons,  and  the  clergy 
pofTefled'  the  lands.  In  thofe  days, 
the  barons  and  the  clergy  gave  and 
granted  to  the  crown.  They  g^ve 
snd  granted  what  was  their  own.  At 
prefent,  fince  the  difcovery  of  Ame- 
rica, and  other  circumdances  permit- 
ting, the  commons  are  become  the 
proprietors  of  the  land.  The  crown 
has  divefted  itfelf  of  its  great  eftates. 
The  church  (God  blefs  it)  has  but  a 
pittance.  The  property  of  the  lords, 
compared  with  that  of  the  commons, 
19  as  a  drop  of  water  in  the  ocean  : 
and  this  houfe  reprefents  thofe  com- 
mons, the  proprietors  of  the  lands; 
and*  thofe  proprietors  virtually  repre- 
fent  the  reft  of  the  iniiabirants. 
When,  therefore,  in  this  houfe  we 
give  and  grant,  we  give  and  grant 
what  is  pur  own.  But  in  an  Ame- 
rican tax,  what  do  we  do  ?  We,  your 
Majefty's  commons  of  Great  Britain, 
give  and  grant  to  your  Majeity,  what  ? 
Our  own  property  ?^ — No.  We  give 
and  grant  to  your  Majefty,  the  pro- 
perty of  your  Majefty's  commons  pf 
America.  —  It  is  an  abfurdity  in 
terms. — 

*  The  diftinftion  between  legiflation 
and  taxation  is  eflentially  neceflary  to 
liberty.  The  crown,  the  peers,  are 
equally  legiflative  powers  with  the 
commons.  If  taxation  be  a  part  of 
Ample  legiflation,  the  crown,  the 
peers  have  rights  in  taxation  as  well  as 
yourfelves  :  rights  which  they  will 
claim,  which  they  will  exercife,  when- 
ever the  principle  can  be  fupported 
by  power. 
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'  There  is  an  idea  in  fome, 
the  colonies  are  virtually  rcprcfented 
in  this  houfe.  I  would  fain  know  by 
whom  an  American  is  r«prcfented 
here  ?  Is  he  reprefented  by  any  knight 
of  the  ftiire,  in  any  county  in  tnis 
kingdom?  Would  to  God  that  re- 
fpedtablerepre/en  rations  was  augment- 
ed to  a  greater  number !  Or  will  you 
tell  him  that  he  is  reprefented  by  any 
reprefentative  of  a  borough— a  bo- 
rough, which  perhaps  no  man  ever 
faw — This  is  what  is  called,  the  rot- 
ten part   of  the  conrtitution. It 

cannot  continue  the  century — If  it 
does  not  drop,  it  muft  be  amputated. 
—The  idea  of  a  virtual  repre:entation 
of  America  in  this  houfe,  is  the  moft 
contemptible  idea  that  ever  entered 
into  the  head  of  a  man — It  does  not 
deferve  a  ferious  refutation. 

'  The  commons  of  America,  repre- 
fented in  their  feveralaffemblies,  have 
ever  been  in  poflefliou  of  the  exercife 
of  this,  their  conftitutional  right,  of 
giving  and  granting  their  own  money. 
They  would  have  been  flaves  if  they 
had  not  enjoyed  it.  At  the  fame  time,> 
this  kingdom,  as  the  fuprenid  govern- 
ing and  legiflative  power,  has  always 
bound  the  colonies  by  her  laws,  by  her 
regulations,  and  reftriftions  in  trade, 
in  navigation,  in  manufadurcs — in 
every  thing,  except  that  of  taking 
their  money  out  of  their  pockets  with- 
out their  confent. — Here  I  would  draw 
the  line,  i^a.i  ultra  citraque  nequit 
conjiflere  return.'' 

He  concluded  with  a  familiar  voice 
and  tone,  but  fo  low  that  it  was  not 
cafy  to  diflinguilh  what  he  faid.  A 
confiderable  paufc  enfued  after  Mr. 
Pitt  had  done  fpeaking. 

Mr.  Conway  at  length  got  up. 
He  faid,  '  he  had  been  waiting  to  fee 
whether  any  anfwer  would  be  given  to 
what  had  been  advanced  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  relerving-l\imT 
felf  for  the  reply  :  but  as  none  had 
been  given,  he  had  only  to  declare, 
that  his  own  fentiments  were  entirely^ 
conformable  to  thofe  of  the  right 
I  2  honourable 
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honourable  gentleman. — That  they 
are  fo  conformable,  he  faid,  is  a  cir*- 
cumftance  that  aifeAs  me  with  moll 
fenfible  pleafure,  and  does  me  the 
greajxft  honour.  But  two  things  fell 
irom  that  gentleman  which  give  me 
pain,    ^s  whatever  falls  from  that 

Sentleman,  falls  from  fo  great  a 
eight  as  to  make  a  deep  impreflion. 
I  muft  endeavour  to  remove  it.  It 
was  objefted,  that  the  notice  given 
to  parliament  of  the  troubles  in  Ame- 
rica was  not  early.  I  can  afTure  the 
houfe,  the  flrft  accounts  were  too 
vague  and  imperfefl  to  be  worth  the 
notice  of  parliament.  It  is  only  of 
late  that  th(°y  have  been  precife  and 
jfnll.  An  pver-ruling  influence  has 
^Ifo  been  hinted  at.  I  fee  nothing 
oif  it.  I  feel  nothing  of  it.  I  dif- 
f  laim  it  for  myfelf,  and  (as  far  as  my 
difcernment  can  reach)  for  all  the  reft 
pf  his  Majefty's  miniftprs.' 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  in  anfwer  to  Mr. 
Conway,  *  Theexcufeis  avalidone, 
jf  itisa  juft  one.  That  muft  appear 
from  the  papers  now  before  the  houfe.' 
Mr.  Grenville  next  Hood  up.  He 
jbegan  with  cenfuring  the  miniftry 
very  feverely,  for  delaying  to  give 
earlier  notice  to  parliament  pf  the  dif- 
Jurbances  in  America.  He  faid, 
*  They  began  in  July,  and  now  we 
are  in  the  middle  of  January  ;  lately 
they  were  only  occurrences,  they  are 
now  grown  to  difturbances,  to  tu- 
mults and  riots.  I  doubt  they  bor- 
der on  open  rebellion ;  and  if  the 
doiJlrine  I  have  heard  this  day  be 
confirmed,  I  fear  they  will  lofe  that 
name  to  take  that  of  revolution. 
The  government  oyCr  them  being 
diflblved,  a  revolution  will  take  place 
in  America.  I  cannot  underftand 
the  difference  between  external  and 
internal  taxes.  They  are  the  fame 
in  effeft,  and  only  differ  in  name. 
That  this  kingdom  has  the  fovertign, 
the  fupreme  Icgiflative  power  over 
America,  is  granted.  It  cannot  be 
denied  ;  and  taxation  is  a  part  ofth.it 
jlpverei^n  power.     It  is  one  branch 
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of  the  legiflation.     It  is,  it  has  been 
exercifed,   over  thofe  who  are  not, 
who  were  never  reprefented.     It  is 
exercifed  over  the  India  company,  tho 
merchants  of  London,  the  proprietors 
of  the  ftocks,  and  over  many  great 
manufafturing  towns.     It  was  exer- 
cifed over  the  palatinate  of  Chefter, 
and  the  biflioprick  of  Durham,  be- 
fore they  fent  any  reprefentatives  to. 
parliament.     I  appeal  for  proof  to 
the  preambles  of  the  afts  which  gave 
them  reprefentatives :  the  one  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VIII.   the  other  in 
that  of  Charles  II.'     Mr.  Grenville 
then  quoted  the  afts,  and  defired  that 
they  qiight  be  read ;    which  being 
done,  he  faid  :  ♦  When  I  propofed 
to  tax  America,  I  aflced  the  houfe,  if 
any  gentleman  would  objedl  to  the 
right ;  I  repeatedly  alked  it,  and  no 
man  would  attempt  to  deny  it.    Pro- 
teftion  and  obedience  are  reciprocal." 
Great-Britain     protefls     America  j 
America  is  bound  to  yield  obedience. 
If  not,  tell  me  where  the  Americans 
were  emancipated  ?  When  they  want 
the  piotcftion  of  this  kingdom,  the/.. 
are  always  very  ready  to  alk  it.  That 
proteftion  has  always  been  afforded 
them  in  the  moft  full  and  ample  man- 
ner.    The  nation  has  run  itfelf  into 
an  immenfe  debt  to  give  them  their  • 
protection  ;  and  now  they  are  called 
upon  to  contribute  a  fmall  fliare  to- 
wards the  public  expence,  an  expence 
arifing  from  themfelves,  they  renounce 
your  authority,  infulc   your   officers, 
and  break  out,  I  might  almoft  fay, 
into  open   rebellion.     The  feditious 
fpirit  of  the  colonies  owes  its  birth  to 
the  faftions  in  the  houfe.     Gentle- 
men are  carekfs  of  the  confequences 
of  what  they  fay,  provided  it  anfwers 
the  purpofes  of  oppofition.    We  were 
told  we  trod  on  tendgr  ground ;  we 
were    bid    to    exppfl    difobedience. 
What  was  this,  but  telling  the  Ame- 
ricans to  ftand  out,  againll  the  law, 
to  encourage  their  obftinacy  with  the 
expectation  of  fupport  from  hence  ? 
Let  us  only  hold  out  a  little,  they 
'  .  would 
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would  fay,  our  friends  will  foon  be 
in  power.  Ungrateful  people  of 
America  I  Bounties  have  been  ex 
tended  to  them.  When  I  had  the 
honour  of  ferving  the  crown,  while 
you  yourfelves  were  loaded  with  an 
enormous  debt,  you  have  given  boun- 
ties on  their  lumber,  on  their  iron, 
their  hemp,  and  many  other  articles. 
You  have  relaxed,  in  their  favour, 
the  aft  of  navigation,  that  palladium 
of  the  Britilh  commerce  ;  and  yet  I 
have  been  abufed  in  all  the  public 
papers  as  an  enemy  to  the  trade  of 
America.  I  have  been  particularly 
charged  with  giving  orders  and  in- 
ftruftions  to  prevent  the  Spanilh  trade, 
and  thereby  Hopping  the  ciiannel,  by 
which  alone  North-America  ufed  to 
be  fupplied  with  calh  for  remittances 
to  this  country.  I  defy  any  man  to 
produce  any  fuch  orders  or  inllruc- 
tions.  I  difcouraged  no  trade  but 
what  was  illicit,  what  was  prohibited 
by  aft  of  parliament.  I  defire  a 
Weft-India  merchant,  well  knovvn  in 
the  city  (Mr.  Long)  a  gentleman  of 
charafter,  may  be  examined.  He 
will  tell  you,  that  I  offered  to  do 
every  thing  in  my  power  to  advance 
the  trade  of  America.  I  was  above 
giving  an  anfwer  to  anonymous  ca- 
lumnies ;  but  in  this  place,  it  be- 
comes one  to  wipe  off  the  alperjion.' 

Here  Mr.  Grenville  cealed.  Se- 
veral members  got  up  to  Ipeak,  but 
Mr.  Pitt  feemjng  to  rife,  the  houfe 
was  fo  clamorous  for  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr. 
Pitt,  that  the  fpeaker  was  obliged  10 
call  to  order.  After  obtaining  a  lit- 
tle quiet,  he  faid,  *  Mr.  Pitt  was 
up  ;'  who  began  with  informing  the 
houfe,  *  That  he  did  not  mean  to 
have  gone  any  further  upon  the  fub- 
jeft  that  day  ;  that  he  had  only  c'.e- 
■figned  to  have  thrown  out  a  few 
hints,  which,  gentlemen  who  v.er? 
fo  confident  of  the  right  of  this  king- 
dom to  fend  taxes  to  America,  might 
confider  ;  might,  perhaps,  rcfleft, 
in  a  cooler  moment,  that  the  right 
was  at  leall  equivocal.    But  fince  the 


gentleman,  who  fpoke  laft,  had  pot 
itopped  on  that  ground,  but  had  gone 
into  the  whole  ;  into  the  jullice,  the 
equity,  the  policy,  the  expediency  of 
the  llamp-raft,  as  well  as  into  the 
right,  he  would  follow  him  through 
the  whole  field,  and  combat  his  ar- 
guments on  every  point,' 

He  was  going  on,  when  the  late 
Lord  Strange  got  up,  and  called  both 
the  gentlemen,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  Mr. 
Grenville,  to  order.  He  faid,  'they 
had  both  departed  from  the  matter 
before  the  houfe,  v/hich  was  the 
King's  fpeech ;  and  that  Mr.  Pitt 
was  going  to  fpeak  twice  oji  the  fame 
debate,  although  the  houfe  was  not 
in  a  committee.' 

Mr.  Onflow  (now  Lord  Oimcv/) 
anfwered,  '  That  they  w.-re  both  ia 
order,  as  nothing  had  been  faid,  but 
what  was  fairly  deducible  from  the 
King's  fpeech ;'  and  appealed  to  the 
Speaker.  The  Speaker  decided  in 
Mr.  Onflow's  favour. 

M  Pitt  faid,  «  I  do  not  appre- 
hend I  am  fpeaking  twice  :  I  did  ex- 
prcfsly  referve  a  part  of  my  fubjeft, 
in  order  to  fave  the  time  of  this  houfe, 
but  I  am  compelled  to  proceed  in  it. 
1  do  not  fpeak  twice  ;  I  only  finifhed 
what  I  defignedly  left  imperfeft.  But 
ifthc  houfe  is  of  a  different  opinion, 
far  be  it  from  me  to  indulge  a  wifli  of 
tr.infgreflion,  againft  order.  I  am 
content,  if  it  be  your  pleafure,  to  be 
filent.'—  Here  he  paufed. — The  houfe 
refounding  with.  Go  on,  go  on  ;  he 
proceeded  : 

'  Gentlemen,  Sir,  (to  the  Speaker) 
I  have  been  charged  with  giving 
birth  to  fedition  in  America.  They 
have  fpoken  their  fentiments  with 
freedom,  againll  this  unhappy  aft, 
and  that  freedom  has  become  their 
crime.  Sorry  I  am  to  hear  the  liber- 
ty of  fpeech  in  this  houfe,  imputed  as 
a  crinie.  But  the  imputation  fhall 
not  difcourage  me.  It  is  a  liberty  I 
mean  to  exercife.  No  gentleman 
ought  to  be  afraid  to  exercife  it.  It 
is  a  liberty  by  which  the  gentleman 

who 
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who  calumniates  it  might  have  pro- 
fited.    He  ought  to  have  profited. 
He  ought  to  have  deilfted  from  his 
projeft.     The  gentleman    tells    us, 
America  is  obllinate  ;    America  is 
almoft  in  open  rebellion.     I  rejoice 
that   America  has  refilled.     I'hree 
millions  of  people,  fo  dead  to  aJl  the 
feelings  of  liberty,  as  voluntarily  to 
iubmit  to  be  flaves,  would  have  been 
£t  inilruments  to  make  flaves  of  the 
ftA.     I  come  not  here  armed  at  all 
points,   with  law  cafes  and  afts  of 
parliamen:,    with  the   ftatute   book 
doubled  down  in  dogs-ears,  to  defend 
the  caufe  of  liberty :  if  1  had,  I  my- 
fclf  would  have  cited  the  two  cafes  of 
Chefter  and  Durham.     I  would  have 
fited  them,    to  have  fliewn,    that, 
even  under  any  arbitrary  reigns,  par- 
liaments were  aftiamed  of  taxing  a 
people  without  their  confpnt,  and  al- 
lowed thein  reprefentaiives.      Why 
did  the  gentleman  confine  himfelf  to 
Chefter  and    Durham  ?    He   might 
have   taken    a  higher    example    in 
Wales  ;  Wales,  that  never  was  taxed 
by  parliament  till  it  was  incorporated. 
]  would  not  debate  a  particular  point 
pf  law  with  the  gentleman  :  I  know 
his  abilitie:!.     I  have  been  obliged  to 
iis  diligent  refearches.     But,  for  the 
defence  of  liberty   upon    a  general 
principle,  upon  a  conltitutional  prin- 
ciple, it  is  a  groimd  on  which  I  Hand 
£rm  ;  on  which  1  dare  meet  any  man. 
The  gentleman  tells  us  of  many  who 
are  taxed,  and  are  not  reprefented. 
The    India    company,     merchants, 
flock-holders,  manufacturers.  Surely 
many  of  thefe  are    reprefented    in 
other  capacities,  as  owners  of  land, 
or  as  freemen  of  boroughs.     It  is  a 
misfortune  that  more  are  not  adlually 
reprefented.     But  they  are  all  inha- 
bitants, and,  as  fuch,  are   virtually 
reprefented.     Many  have  it  in  their 
option    to    be  aftually  reprefented. 
They  have  connedions  with   thofe 
that  eleft,  and  they  have  influence 
over  them.     The  gentleman   men- 
tioned tJie  ftock-holders  f  I  hope  ne 
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does  not  reckon  the  debts  of  the  na« 
tion  as  a  part  of  the  national  ellate. 
Since  the  acceflion  of  King  William, 
many  minifters,  fome  of  great,  others 
of  more  moderate  abilities,  have  taken 
the  lead  of  government.' 

lie  then  went  through  the  lift  of 
them,  bringing  it  down  till  he  came, 
to  himfelf,  giving  a  fliort  fketch  of 
the  charadlers  of  each  of  them. 
'  None  of  thefe,  he  faid,  thought, 
or  ever  dreamed,  of  robbing  the  co- 
lonies of  their  conftitutional  rights. 
That  was  referved  to  mark  the  ajra 
of  the  late  adminiftration  :  not  that 
there  were  wanting  fome,  when  I  had 
the  honour  to  ferve  his  Majefty,  to 
propofe  to  me  to  burn  my  Angers 
with  an  American  ftamp  adl.  With 
the  enemy  at  their  back,  with  our 
bayonets  at  their  breafts,  in  the  day 
of  their  diftrefs,  perhaps  the  Ameri- 
cans would  have  lubmitted  to  the  im- 
pofition ;  but  it  would  have  been 
taking  an  ungenerpus,  and  unjuft  ad- 
vantage. The  gentleman  hoafts  of 
his  bounties  to  America !  Are  not 
thofe  bounties  intended  finally  for  the 
benefit  of  this  kingdom  ?  If  they  are" 
not,  he  has  mifapplied  the  national 
treal'ures.  I  am  no  courtier  of  Amer 
rica,  I  ftand  up  for  this  kingdom. 
I  maintain,  that  the  parliament  has 
a  right  to  bind,  to  reftrain  America, 
Our  legiflative  power  over  the  colo- 
nies is  fovereign  and  fupreme.  When 
it  ceai'es  to  be  fovereign  and  fupreme, 
I  would  advife  every  gentleman  to 
fell  his  lands,  if  he  can,  and  embark 
for  that  country.  When  two  coun- 
tries arc  conneded  together,  like 
England  and  her  colonies,  without 
being  incorporated,  the  one  muft  ne- 
ceiTarily  govern ;  the  greater  muft 
rule  the  lefs ;  but  fo  rule  it,  as  not 
to  contradidl  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples that  are  common  to  both. 

'  If  the  gentleman  does  not  under- 
ftand  the  diiference  between  internal, 
and  external  taxes,  I  cannot  help  it ; 
but  there  is  a  plain  diftinftion  between 
taxes  levied  tor  thepurpofes  of  raifing. 

a  re- 
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a  revenue,  and  duties  impofed  for 
the  regulation  of  trade,  for  the  ac- 
commoidation  of  the  fubjeft  ;  altho', 
in  the  confequences,  fome  revenue 
might  incidentally  arife  from  the  lat- 
ter. 

*  Yhe  gentleman  aflts,  when  were 
the  colonies  emancipated  ?  But  I  de^- 
fire  to  icnow,  when  they  were  made 
flavcs  ?  But  1  dwell  i  t  upon  words. 
When  I  had  the  honour  of  ferving  his 
Majefty,  I  ava,ilcd  myfelf  of  thameans 
of  information,  which  I  derived  from 
my  office :  I  fpeak  therefore  from 
knowledge.  My  materials  were  good. 
1  was  at  pains  to  colleft,  to  digeft, 
to  confider  them  ;  and  I  will  be  bold 
to  affirm,  that  the  profits  to  Great- 
Britain  from  the  trade  of  the  colonies, 
through  all  its  branches,  is  two  mil- 
lions a  year.  This  is  the  fund  that 
carried  you  triumphantly  through  the 
laft  war.  The  eilates  that  were  rent- 
ed at  two  thoufand  pounds  a  year, 
threefcore  years  ago,  are  at  three 
thoufand  pounds  at  prefent.  Thofe 
eftates  fold  then  from  fifteen  to  eigh- 
teen years  purchafe ;  the  fame  may 
be  now  fold  for  thirty.  You  owe 
this  to  America..  This  is  the  price 
that  America  pays  you  for  her  protec- 
tion. And  fliall  a  miferable  financier 
come  with  a  boaft,  that  he  can  fetch 
a  pepper-corn  into  the  Exchequer,  to 
the  lofs  of  millions  to  the  nation  ! 
I  dare  not  fay,  how  much  higher  thefe 
profits  may  be  augmented.  Omit- 
ting the  immenfe  increai'e  of  people, 
by  natural  population,-  in  the  north- 
ern colonies,  and  the  migration  from 
every  part  of  Europe,  1  am  convin- 
ced the  whole  commercial  fyitem  of 
America  may  be  altered  to  advan- 
tage. You  have  prohibited,  where 
you  ought  to  have  encouraged ;  and 
you  have  encouraged  where  you  ought 
to  have  prohibited.  Improper  re- 
ftr:.ints  have  been  laid  on  the  conti 
rent,  in  favour  of  the  iflands.  You 
have  but  two  nations  to  trade  with  in 
America.  Would  you  had  twenty  ! 
Let  afts  of  parliament  in  confcqiience 
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of  trwtiea  remain,  but  let  not  an 
Enghfh  minifter  become  a  cuilom- 
houte  officer  for  Spain,  or  for  any  fo- 
reign power.  Much  is  wrong,  much 
may  be  amended  for  the  general 
good  of  the  whole. 

'  Does  the  gentleman  complain  he 
has  been  mifreprefentcd  in  the  public 
prints  ?  It  is  a  common  misfortune, 
in  the  Spanifli  affiiir  of  the  laft  war, 
I  was  abufed  in  all  the  news-papers, 
for  having  advifcd  his  Majefty  to  vio- 
late the  law  of  nations  with  regard  to 
Spain.  The  abufe  was  induftrioufly 
circulated  even  in  hand-bills.  If 
adminiftration  did  not  propagate  the 
abufe,  adminiftration  never  contra- 
didted  it.  I  will  not  fay  what  advice 
I  did  give  to  the  King.  My  advice 
is  in  writing,  figned  by  myfelf,  in 
the  poffeffion  of  the  crown.  But  I 
will  fay,  what  advice  I  did  not  give 
to  the  King  :  I  did  not  advife  him 
to  violate  any  of  the  laws  of  nations. 

•  As  to  the  report  of  the  gentle- 
man's preventing  in  fome  way  the 
trade  for  bullion  with  the  Spaniards, 
it  was  fpoken  of  fo  confidently,  that 
I  own  I  am  one  of  thole  who  did  be- 
lieve it  to  be  true. 

'  The  gentleman  muft  not  wonder 
he  was  not  contradiited,  when,  as 
the  minifter,  he  aftcrted  the  right  of 
parliament  to  tax  America.  I  know 
not  how  it  is,  but  there  is  a  modefty 
in  this  houfe  which  does  not  chufe  to 
contradict  a  minifter.  1  wifti  gentle- 
men would  get  the  better  of  this  mo- 
defty. if  they  do  not,  perhaps,  the 
collet^iive  body  may  begin  to  abate 
of  its  refped  for  the  reprefentative. 
Lord  Bacon  had  told  me,  that  a  great 
queftion  would  not  fail  of  being  agi- 
tated at  one  time  or  another.  I  was 
v/illing  to  agitate  that  at  the  proper 
lea.'bu,  the  German  war  :  my  Ger- 
man war,  they  called  it.  Every  {aC- 
fions  I  called  out,  has  any  body  any 
objedtions  to  the  German  war  ?  No 
body  would  objedl  to  it,  one  gentle- 
man only  excepted,  fmce  removed  to 
the  upper  houle,  by  fucceifion  to  an 
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ancient  barony,'  (meaning  Lord  le 
Defpencer,  formerly  Sir  Francis  Dafti- 
wood  ;)  he  told  me,  "  he  did  not  like 
a  German  war."  I  honoured  the 
jnan  for  it,  and  was  forry  when  he 
was  turned  out  of  his  poll. 

•  A  great  deal  has  been  faid  without 
doors,  of  the  power,  of  the  llrength 
of  America.  It  is  a  topic  that  ought 
to  be  cautioufly  meddled  with,  in 
a  good  caul'e,  on  a  found  bottom,  the 
force  of  this  country  can  crulh  America 
to  atoms.  1  know  the  valour  of  your 
troops.  I  know  tiic  Ikill  of  your  of- 
ficers. There  is  not  a  company  of 
foot  that  has  ferved  in  America,  out 
of  which  you  may  not  pick  a  man  of 
fufficient  knowledge  and  experience, 
to  make  a  governor  of  a  colony  there. 
3ut  on  this  ground,  on  the  llamp-a6t, 
when  fo  many  here  will  think  it  a 
crying  injuftice,  I  am  one  who  will 
litt  up  my  hands  againlt  it. 

'  In  fijch  a  caufe,  your  luccefs  would 
be  hazardous.— America,  if  /he  fell, 
would  fall  like  the  llrong  man.  She 
would  embrace  the  pillars  of  the  ftatc, 
and  pull  down  the  conftitution  along 
with  her.  Is  this  your  boailed  peace  ? 
Not  to  fheath  the  fword  in  its  fcab- 
bard,  but  to  Iheath  it  in  the  bowels 
of  your  couBtrymen  i  Will  you  quar- 
rel with  yourlelves,  now  the  whole 
houfe  of  Bourbon  is  united  againil 
you  ?  While  France  difturbs  your 
lilheries  in  Newfoundland,  embar- 
raffes  your  flave  trade  to  Africa,  and 
witholds  from  your  iubjcds  in  Canada, 
their  property  ftipulated  by  treaty; 
while  the  ranfom  for  Manillas  is  de- 
nied by  Spain,  and  its  gallant  con- 
queror bafely  traduced  into  a  mean 
plunderer,  a  gentleman-,  (Sir  W. 
Draper)  whofe  noble  and  generous 
fpirit  would  do  honour  to  the  proudell 
grandee  of  the  country.  The  Ame- 
ricans have  not  aftea  in  all  things 
with  prudence  and  temper.  They 
have  been  wronged.  They  have  been 
driven  to  madnefj  by  injultice.  Will 
you  punilh  them  for  the  madnefs  you 
have  occaiioned  ?  father  let  prudence 
and  temper  come  lirll  from  tliL  fide. 
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I  will  undertake  for  America,  that  fhe 
will  follow  the  example.  I'here  are 
two  lines  in  a  ballad  of  Prior's,  of  a 
man's  behaviour  to  his  wife,  fo  ap- 
plicable to  you  and  your  colonies, 
that  I  cannot  help  repeating  them  : 
'  fie  to  her  faults  a  little  blind  : 
'  Be  to  her  virtues  very  kind. 
'  Upon  the  whole,  1  will  beg  leave 
to  tell  the  houfe  what  is  really  my 
opinion.  It  is,  that  the  llamp-a6t 
be  repealed  absolutely,  totally,  and 
immediately.  That  the  reafon  for 
the  repeal  be  afligned,  becaufe  it  was 
founded  on  an  erio^eous  piinciple. 
At  the  fame  time,  let  the  fovereign 
authority  of  this  country  over  the  co- 
lonies, be  aflerted  in  as  ilrong  terms 
as  can  be  devifed,  and  be  made  to 
extend  to  every  point  of  legiP.ation 
whatlbever.  That  we  may  bind  their 
trade,  confine  their  manufaftures,  and 
exercife  every  power  whatfoever,  ex- 
cept that  of  taking  their  money 
out  of  their  pockets  without  their 
confent !' — 

This  debate  determined  the  repeal 
of  the  ftamp-aft.  At  the  fame  time 
a  bill  was  brought  in,  and  pafTed, 
for  fecuring  the  dependence  of  Ame- 
rica on  Great  Britain,  in  which  it 
was  afferted,  "  That  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain  had  a  right  to  bind 
the  Colonies  in  all  cafes  whatfoever." 


When  the  bill  to  repeal  the  ftamp- 
aft,  was  before  the  committee  of  the 
houfe  of  commons.  Dr.  Benjamin 
Franklin  was  examined  at  the  bar  of 
the  houfe,  on  the  affairs  of  America. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  exa- 
mination. 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  and  place 
of  abode  ^ 

A.  Franklin,  of  Philadelphia. 

Q^  Do  the  Americans  pay  any  con- 
fiderable  taxes  among  themfelves  ? 

A.  Certainly  many,  and  very  heavy 
taxes. 

(^  What  are  the  prefcnt  taxes  in 
Pennl'ylvani^,  laid  by  the  laws  of  tlic 
colony  ?  A.   Piicre 
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A.  TheJfe  are  taxes  on  all  eflates  /ea-coafts ;  they  do  not,  except  in  a 
t'eal  iin'd  perfonal,  a  poll-tax,  a  tax  few  inftances,  go  back  into  the 
on  alV  offices,  profeffions,  trades  and  country ;  and  if  they  did,  fending 
bufineflies,  according  to  their  profits ;  for  damps  by  jpoft  would  occafton  an 
an  excife  on  all  wrne,  rum,  and  other  expence  of  poftage,  afnoutitihg,  in 
fpirits  :  and  a  duty  of  ten  pounds  per 
iiead  on  all  Negroes  impoi'ted,  with 
fome  other  duties. 

Q^  For  what  purpofes  ore  thofe 
taxes  laid  i 

A.  For  the  fupport  of  the  civil  and 
military  eftabliftinlents  of  the  country, 
and  to  difcharge  the  heavy  debt  con- 
tra^d  in  the  lad  war. 

Q^  How  long  are  thofe  taxes  to 
continue  ? 

A.  Thofe  for  difcharging  the  debt 
rj-e  to  continue  till  1772,  and  longer, 
if  the  debt  fhould  not  be  then  all  dif- 
char^ed.  The  others  muA  always 
continue. 

Qj^  Was  it  not  expelled  that  the 
debt  would  have  been  fooner  diC- 
charged  ? 

A.  It  was,  when  the  peace  was 
made  with  France  and  Spain — But  a 
frefh  war  breaJcing  out  with  the  In- 
liians,  a  freih  load  of  debt  was  in- 
r'  "ed,  and  the  taxes,  of  courfe,  con- 
tinued longer  by  a  new  law. 

Q^  Are  not  all  the  people  very 
able  to  pay  thofe  taxes  ? 

A.  No.  The  frontier  counties,  all 
along  the  continent,  have  been  fre- 
quently ravaged  by  the  enemy,  and 
greatly  impOveriflied,  are  able  to  pay 
very  little  tax.  And  therefore,  in 
confideration  of  their  diftreffes,    our 


man)  cafes,  to  much  mdre  than  that 
of  the  (lamps  themfelves. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Kew^ 
foundland  ? 

A.  J  t\c'  elr  was  there. 

Qi  Do  you  know  whether  there  art 
any  poft-roads  on  that  iiland  ? 

At  I  have  heard  that  there  are  fid 
i-oads  at  all ;  but  that  the  Commu- 
nication between  one  fettlement  atid 
another  is  by  fea  only. 

Q^  Can  you  difperfc  the  ftamps  by 
poll  in  Canada  ? 

A.  There  is  ortly  a  port  between 
Montreal  and  Quebec.  The  inha- 
bitants live  fo  fcattered  and  remote 
from  each  other,  in  that  vaft  country, 
that  poils  cannot  be  fupported  among 
them,  and  therefore  they  cannot  get 
ftarnps  per  pod.  The  Englifh  co- 
lonies too,  along  thfc  frontiers,  are 
very  thinly  fettled. 

Qi  From  the  thiAnefs  of  the  back 
fettlemcnts,  would  not  the  ftamp-afl 
be  extremely  iriconvenient  to  the  in- 
habitants, if  executed? 

A.  To  be  fure  it  would ;  as  many 
of  the  inhabitants  could  not  get  ftarnps 
when  they  had  occafion  for  them. 
Without  taking  long  journeys,  and 
fpending  perhaps  three  or  four  pounds, 
that  the  crown  might  get  fix-pence. 

Q^   Are   not   the  colonies,    from 


late  tax  laws  do  ekprefsly  favour  thofe     tlieir  circumftances,  very  able  to  pay 
counties,  excufing  the  fufFerers ;   and     the  llamp  duty. 


I  fuppofe  the  fame  is  done  in  other 
government. 

Qj^  Are  not  you  concerned  in  the 
management  of  the  poft-office  in  Ame- 
rica? 

A.  Yes.  I  am  deputy 'poll-mafter 
general  of  North-America. 

Q^  Don't  you  think  the  diflribution 


A,  In  my  opinion,  there  is  not 
gold  and  filver  enough  in  the  colonies 
to  pay  the  ilamp  duty  for  one  year. 

Q^  Don't  you  know  that  the  money 
arifing  from  the  ftarnps  was  all  to  be 
laid  out  in  AmeHca  ? 

A.  I  know  it  is  appropriated  by  the 
aft  to  the  American  fervice ;   but  it 


of  ftarnps,  by  poll,  to  all  the  inha-  will  be  fpcnt  in  the  conquered  colo- 
bitants,  very  pradlicable,  if  there  nies,  where  the  foldiers  are,  not  in 
was  no  oppofition  ?  the  colonies  ,that  pay  it. 

A.    The  pofts  only  go  along  the        Q^  Is  there  not  a  balance  of  trade 
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What  number   of  them  arc 
Quakers  ? 


due  frpxn  the  colonies  where  the  troop* 
are  pbfied,  that  will  bring  back  the 
money  tc  the  old  colonies  ? 

A.  I  think  not.  I  believe' very 
little  would  come  back.  I  know  of 
no  trade  likely  to  bring  it  back.  I 
think  it  would  come  from  the  colonies 
where  it  was  fpent  diredlly  to  Eng- 
land ;  for  I  have  always  ohferved, 
that  in  every  colony  the  more  plenty 
the  mean;  of  remittance  to  England, 
the  more  goods  are  fent  for,  and  the 
more  trade  with  England  carried 
on. 

Q^  What  number  of  white  inha- 
bitants do  you  think  there  are  in 
Pehnfylvania  ? 

A.  I  fnppofe.  there  may  be  about 

l6o,OQO. 

tualci 

A.  Perhaps  a  inird. 

Qi  What  number  of  Germans  ? 

A.  Perhaps  another  third ;  but  I 
cannot -{peak  with  certainty. 

Q^  Have  any  number  of  the  Ger- 
mans feen  fervice,  as  foldiers.  in 
Europe  ? 

A.  Yes,— many  of  them,  both  in 
Europe  and  America. 

Qi  Are  they  as  much  dilTstisfied 
with  the  ftamp-duty  as  the  Englifh  ? 

A.  Yes,  and  more  ;  and  with 
reafon,  as  their  ftanips  are,  in  many 
cafes,  to  be  double. 

Qi  How  many  white  men  do  you 
fuppofe  there  are  in  North- America? 

A.  About  300,000,  from  fixtecn 
to  fixty  years  of  age. 

Q.  What  may  be  the  amount  of 
,  one  year's  imports  into  Pennfylvania 
from  Britain  ? 

A.  I  have  been  informed  that  our 

merchants  compute  the  imports  from 

Britain  tobt  above  500,000  pounds. 

^      Q^  What  may  be  the  amount  of  the 

produce  of  your  province  exported  to 

.  Britain  ? 

A.  It  muft  be  fmall,  as  we  produce 
little  that  is  wanted  in  Britain.      I 
,  fuppofe    it    cannot   exceed   40,000 
,.  pounds.    .     ^,. ,, 


Qi  How  then    do  you  pay  the 
balatice  ? 

A.  The  balance  is  paid  by  our  pro- 
duce carried  to  the  Weil-Indies,  and 
fold  in  oar  own  iflands,  or  to  the 
French,  Spaniards,  Danes  and  Dutch  ; 
by  the  fame  carried  to  other  colonies 
in  North-Annerica,  as  to  New-Eng- 
laiid,  Nova- Scotia,  Newfoundland, 
Carolina  and  Georgia ;  by  the  fame 
carried  to  different  parts  of  Europe,  as 
Spain,  Portugal  and  Italy.  In  all 
wnich  places  we  receive  either  money, 
bills  of  exchange,  or  commodities  that 
fuit  for  remittance  to  Britain ;  which, 
together  with  all  the  profits  on  the 
induftry  of  our  merchants  and  ma- 
riners, arifing  in  thofe  circuitous  voy- 
ages, and  the  freights  made  by  their 
Ihips,  center  finally  in  Britain  to  dif- 
charge  the  balance,  and  pay  for  Britifti 
manufaftures  continually  ufed  in  the 
province,  or  fold  to  foreigners  by  our 
traders. 

Q^  Have  you  heard  of  any  diffi- 
culties lately  laid  on  the  Spanifh 
trade  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  have  heard  that  it  has 
been  greatly  obftruiled  by  fome  new 
regulations,  and  by  the  Englilh  men 
of  war  and  cutters  ftationed  all  along 
the  coaft  in  America. 

Q;,  Do  you  think  it  right  that 
America  (hould  be  protefted  by  this 
country,  and  pay  no  part  of  the 
cxpence  ? 

A.  That  is  not  the  cafe.  The  co- 
lonies raifed,  cloathed  and  payed, 
duiing  the  laft  war,  near  25000  men, 
and  fpent  many  millions. 

Q^  Were  not  you  reimburfed  by 
parliament  ? 

A .  We  were  only  reimburfed  what, 
your  opinion,    we  had/  advanced 


in 


beyond  our  proportion,  or  beyond 
what  might  reafonably  be  expeded 
from  us  ;  and  it  was  a  very  fmall  part 
of  what  we  fpent.  Pennlylvania,  in 
particular,  dilburfed  about  500,000 
pounds,  and  the  reimburfements  in 
the  whole,  did  not  exceed  60,000 
pounds*  ,     . 
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Q^  You  have  faid  that  you  pay 
heavy  taxes  in  Pennfylvania ;  what  do 
they  amount  to  in  the  pound  ? 

A.  The  tax  on  all  eftates,  real  and 
perfonal,  is  eighteen-pence  in  the 
pound,  fully  rated ;  and»the  tax  on 
tl^e  profits  of  trades  and  profeflions, 
with  other  taxes,  do,  I  fuppofe,  make 
full  half  a  crown  in  the  pound, 

Q^  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the 
rate  of  exchange  in  Penr 'ylvania,  and 
whether  it  has  fallen  lately  ? 

A.  It  is  commonly  from  170  to  175. 
I  have  heard  that  it  has  fallen  lately 
from  175  to  i6z  and  a  half,  owin^, 
I  fuppoie,  to  their  Icflening  their 
orders  for  goods ;  and  when  their 
debts  to  this  country  are  paid,  I  think 
the  exchange  will  probably  be  at  par. 
Q^  Do  not  you  think  the  people  of 
America  would  fubmit  to  pay  the 
ftamp-duty,  if  it  was  moderated  ? 

A.  No,  never,  unlefe  compelled  by 
force  of  arms. 

Q^  Are  not  the  taxes  in  Pennfyl- 
vania laid  on  unequally,  in  order  to 
burthen  the  Englifh  trade,  particu- 
larly the  tax  on  profeflions  and  bu- 
finefs  ? 

A.  It  is  not  more  burthenfome  in 
proportion  than  the  tax  on  lands.  It 
is  intended,  and  fuppofed  to  take  an 
equal  proportion  of  profits. 

Q^  How  is  the  affembly  compofed? 
Of  what  kind  of  people  are  the  mem- 
bers, landholders  or  traders } 

A.  It  is  compofed  of  landholders, 
merchants  and  artificers. 

Q^  Are  not  the  majority  land- 
holders ? 

A.  I  believe  they  are, 
Q^  Do  npt  they,   as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  (hift  the  tax  off  from  the  land, 
|:o  eafe  that,    and  lay  the  burthen 
heavier  on  trade  ? 

A.  I  have  never  underftood  ii  fo. 
I  never  heard  fuch  a  thing  fuggefted. 
And  indeed  an  attempt  of  that  kind 
could  anfwer  no  purpofe.  The  mer. 
chant  or  trader  is  always  {killed  in 
figures,  and  re^dy  with  his  pen  and 
ipk.     If  unequal  burthens  are  Uid  on 
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his  trade,  he  ^uts  an  additional  price 
on  his  goods ;  and  the  confjmers, 
who  are  chiefly  landholders,  finally 
pay  the  greateil  part,  if  not  the 
whole. 

Q^  What  was  the  temper  of  Ame- 
rica towards  Great  Britain  before  tho 
year  1763? 

A.  The  beft  in  the  world.     They 
fubmitted  willingly  to  the  government 
of  the  cfown,   and  paid,  in  all  their 
courts,  obedience  to  a£ts  pf  parlia- 
ment.    Numerous  as  the  people  are 
in  the  feveral  old  provinces,  they  coft' 
you  nothing  in  forts,  citadels,  gar- 
rifons  or  armies,  to  keep  then)  in  fub<r 
jedtion.     They  were  governed  by  this 
country  at  the  expence  only  of  a  little 
pen,  ink  and  paper.     They  were  led 
by  a  thread.     They  had  not  only  a 
refpeft,   but  an  afi^eAion  for  Great- 
Britain,  for  its  laws,  its  cuftoms  and 
manners,  and  even  a  fondnefs  for  its 
fafhions,   that   greatly  increased  the 
commerce.     Natives  of  Britain  were 
always  treated  with  particular  regard ; 
to  be  an  Old  England-man  was,  of 
itfelf,  a  charafter  of  fome  refpedl,  and 
gave  a  kind  of  rank  among  us. 
Q^  And  what  is  their  temper  now, 
A.  O,  very  much  altered. 
Qj;^  Did  you  ever  hear  the  authority 
of  parliament  to  make  laws  for  Ame- 
rica quelUoned  till  lately  ? 

A.  The  authority  of  parliament 
was  allowed  to  be  valid  in  all  laws, 
except  fuch  as  (hould  lay  internal 
taxes.  It  was  never  difputed  in  laying 
duties  to  regulate  commerce. 

Q^  In  what  proportion  hath  popu- 
lation incieafed  in  America? 

A.  I  think  the  inhabitants  of  all 
the  provinces  together,  taken  at  a  me- 
dium, double  in  about  twenty-five 
years;  But  their  demand  for  Britifli 
manufactures  increafes  much  fader,  as 
the  confumption  is  not  merely  in  pro- 
portion to  their  numbers,  but  grows 
with  the  growing  abilities  of  the  fame 
numbers  to  pay  for  them.  In  1723, 
the  whole  importation  from  Britain  to 
Pennfylvania,  was  but  about  15,000 
K  2  .   pouni 
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pounds  fterling ;  it  is  now  near  half 
a  million. 

Q^  In  what  light  did  the  people  of 
America  ufe  to  confider  the  parliament 
of  Great-Britain  ? 

A.  They  confidered  the  parliament 
as  the  great  bulwark  and  fecurity  of 
their  liberties  and  privileges,  and  al- 
ways fpoke  of  it  with  the  utmoft  re- 
fpedl  and  veneration.  Arbitrary  mi- 
nifters,  they  thought,  might  poflibly, 
at  times,  attempt  to  opprefs  them ; 
but  they  relied  on  it,  that  the  parlia- 
ment, on  application,  would  always 
give  redrefs.  They  remembered,  with 
gratitude,  a  ftrong  inftance  of  this, 
when  a  bill  was  brought  into  parlia- 
ment, with  a  claufe,  to  make  royal 
inftruAions  laws  in  the  colonies,  which 
the  houfe  of  commons  would  not  pafs, 
and  it  was  thrown  out. 

Q^  And  have  chey  not  ftill  the  fame 
refpeft  for  parliament  ? 

A. '  No  ;  it  is  greatly  leffencd. 
Qi  To  what  caufes  is  that  owing  ? 
A.  To  a  concurrence  of  caufes ; 
the  reftraints  lately  laid  on  their  trade ; 
by  which  the  bringing  of  foreign  gold 
and  filver  into  the  colonies  was  pre- 
vented ;  the  prohibition  of  making 
paper  money  among  themfelves ;  and 
then  demanding  a  new  and  heavy  tax 
by  ftamps ;  taking  away,  at  the  fame 
time,  trials  by  juries,  and  refufing  to 
receive  and  hear  their  humole  pe- 
titions. 

Q^  Don't  you  think  they  would 
fubniit  to  the  ftamp-adl,  if  it  was 
modified,  the  obnoxious  parts  taken 
out,  and  the  duty  reduced  to  fome 
pariculars,  of  fmall  moment  ? 
.  A.  No  J  they  will  never  fubmit 
to  it. 

•    Qi  What  do  you  think  is  the  rea- 
fon  that  the  people  of  America  in- 
creafe  fafter  than  in  England  ? 
.    A.  Becaufe  they  marry  younger, 
and  more  generally. 
(^  Why  fo  ? 

A.  Becaufe  any  young  couple  that 
are  indullrious  may  eafily  obtain  land 
of  their  own,  on  which  they  can  raife 
3L  fam^y.     •  _  ^ 
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Qi  Are  not  the  lower  rank  of  peo- 
ple more  a*,  their  eafe  in  America  iixain, 
in  England? 

A.  They  may  be  fo,  if  they  are 
fober  aiid  diligent,  as  they  are  better 
paid  for  their  labour. 

Q^  What  is  your  opinion  of  a 
future  tax,  impofed  on  the  fame  prin- 
ciple with  that  of  the  ftamp-a6t ;  how 
would  the  Americans  receive  it? 

A.  Juft  as  they  do  this.  They 
would  not  pay  it. 

Q^  Have  not  you  heard  of  the  re- 
folutions  of  this  houfe,  and  of  the' 
houfe  of  lords,  afferting  the  right  of 
parliament  relating  to  America,  in- 
cluding a  power  to  tax  the  people 
there  f 

A.  Yes,  I  h^ve  heard  of  fuch  re- 
folutions. 

Q.  What  will  be  the  opinion  of 
the  Americans  on  thofe  refolutions  ? 

A.  They  will  think  them  uncon- 
flitutional  and  unjuft. 

(^  Was  it  an  opinion  in  America 
before  1763,  that  the  pu.liament  had 
no  right  to  lay  taxes  and  dutjes 
there  i 

A.  I  never  heard  any  objeftion  to 
the  right  of  laying  duties  to  regulate 
commerce  ;  but  a  right  to  lay  internal 
taxes  was  never  fuppofed  to  be  in  par- 
liament, as  we  are  not  reprefented 
there. 

Q^  On  what  do  you  found  your 
opinion,  that  the  people  in  America 
made  any  fiich'diftinftion  ? 

A.  I  ktiow  that  whenever  the  fubjeft 
has  occurred  in  converfation  where  I 
have  been  prelent,  it  has  appeared  td 
be  the  opinion  of  every  one,  that  we 
could  not  be  taxed  in  l  parliament 
where  we  were  not  reprefented.  But 
the  payment  of  duties  laid  by  aft  of 
parliament,  as  regulations  of  com- 
merce was  never  difputeJ. 

Q^  But  can  you  name  any  atl  of 
aflembly,  or  public  adt  of  any  of  youf 
governments,  that  made  fuch  dif- 
tinflion  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  that  there  was 
any  j  I  think  there  was  never  an  oc- 

cafion 
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cftfion  to  make  any  fuch  aft,  till  now 
that  you  have  attempted  to  tax  us ;  that 
has  occafioned  refolutions  of  aflembly, 
declaring  the  djltin6lion,  in  which  I 
think  every  aflembly  on  the  continent. 
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its  own  governipent.  An  aflembly 
that  would  refaCe  it  muft  want  com- 
mon fenfe,  which  cannot  be  fuppoled. 
I  think  there  never  wa?  a«y  iuch  cafe  at 
New-York,    and  that  it  mull  be  a 


and  every  member  in  every  aflembly,     mifreprefentation,  cr  the  faft  muft  be 


have  been  unanimous. 

Q^  What  then  could  occafion  con- 
verfations  oij  that  fubjeft  before  that 
time. 

A.  There  was  in  i;54.apropofition 
made  (I  think  it  came  from  hence) 
that  in  cafe  of  a  war,  which  was  then 
apprehended,    the  governors  of  the 
colonies  fliould  meet,   and  order  the 
levying  of  troops,  building  of  forts, 
and  taking  every  other  necefllary  mea- 
fure  for   the   general   defence ;    and 
ihould  draw  on  the  treafury  here  for 
the  Turns  expended,  which  were  after- 
wards to  be  raifed  in  the  colonies  by  a 
general  tax,  jo  be  laid  on  them  by  aft 
of   parliament.      This  occafioned   a 
good  d^M  of  converfation  on  the  fub- 
jc6!t,    and  the  eeneral  opinion  was, 
that  the  parliament  neither  would  ijor 
could  lay  any  tax  on  us,'  till  we  were 
duly  reprefenred  in  parliament,    bcr 
caufe  it  was  not  juft,  nor  agreeable  to 
the  nature  of  an  Englilh  conftitution. 
Q^  Don't  you  know  there  was  a 
time   in   New-York,     when   it  was 
under  confideration  to  make  an  ap- 
plication to  parliament  to  lay  taxes  on 
that  colony,  upon  a  deficiency  arifing 
from  the  aflTembly's  refufing  or  ne- 
glefting  to  raife  the  neceflary  fupplics 
for  the  fupport  of  the  civil  govern- 
ment ? 

A.  I  never  hc?.rd  of  it. 
Q^  There  was  fuch  an  application 
under  confiisration  in  Now- York; 
and  Jo  you  apprehend  they  could  lup- 
pofe  the  right  of  parliament  to  lay  a 
tax  in  America  was  only  local,  and 
confined  to  the  cafe  of  a  deficiency  in 
a  particular  colony,  by  a  refufal  of  its 
aflembly  to  raife  the  neceflary  fup- 
plies  ? 

A.  They  could  rot  fuppofe  fuch  a 
caie,  as  that  the  aflembly  wouKl  not 
raife  the  neceflary  fupplies  to  fiapport 


mifijnderflood.  I  know  there  have 
been  fome  attempts,  by  iflini^erial 
inflrifftipns  from  hence,  to  oblige  the 
aflemblies  (o  fettle  permanent  Claries 
on  governors,  which  they  wifely  re- 
fufed  to  do ;  but  f  behpye  no  ^C» 
fembly  of  New-York,  pr  any  other 
colony,  ever  refufed  duly  to  fupport 
government  by  proper  allowances, 
from  time  to  time,  to  public  officers. 

Q^  But  in  cafe  a  governor,  afting 
by  inflruftipn,  flioula  call  on  an  al- 
fembly  to  raife  the  neceflary  fupplies^ 
and  the  afl*embly  fliould  refuie  to  dp 
it,  do  you  not  think  it  would  then  bfe 
for  the  good  of  the  people  of  the 
colony,  as  well  as  neceflary  to  govern- 
ment, that  the  parliament  fliould  tax 
them? 

A.  I  <3p  not  think  it  would  be  ne- 
ceflary. If  an  aflembly  could  pofllbly 
b,e  fo  abfurd  as  to  rci'ufe  raiiing  the 
fupplies  requifite  for  the  maintenance 
of  government  among  them,  they 
could  not  long  remain  in  fuch  a 
fituation  ;  the  difurders  and  confufion 
occafioned  by  it  muft  foon  bring  them 
to  reafon, 

Q^.  If  it  fliould  not,  ought  not  the 
jight  to  hp  in  Great-Britain  of  apply- 
ing a  remedy  ? 

A.  A  right  only  to  be  ufed  in  fuch 
a  cafe,  I  fliould  have  no  objefticn  to, 
fuppofing  it  to  be  ufed  merely  for  the 
good  of  the  peop'e  of  the  colony. 

Q^  But  who  is  to  judge  of  that, 
Britain  or  the  colony  ? 

A.  Thofe  that  feel  can  beft  judge. 
Q_^  You  fay  the  colonies  have  al- 
ways fubmitted  to  external  taxes,  and 
objeft  to  the  right  of  parliament  only 
in  Lnying  internal  taxes  j  now  can  you 
(hew  that  there  is  any  kind  of  dif- 
ference between  the  two  taxes  to  the 
colony  on  which  they  may  be  laid  i 
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A*  I  thilnJc  the  difference  is  very 
gmt.  An  external  tax  is  ^  duty  laid 
An  commodities  imported  ;  that  duty 
is  added  to  the  firft  coft,  and  other 
charges  on  the  commodity,  and  when 
it  is  offered  to  fale,  makes  a  part  of 
the  price.  If  the  people  do  not  like 
it  at  that  price,  they  refufe  it ;  they 
are  not  oblieed  to  pay  it.  But  an 
internal  tax  is  forced  from  the  people 
without  their  con&nt,  if  not  laid  by 
their  own  reprefentatives.  The  ftamp 
sA  fays,  we  fhall  have  no  commerce, 
make  no  exchange  of  property  with 
each  other,  neither  purchafe  nor 
grant,  nor  recover  debts;  we  fliaU 
neither  many  nor  make  our  wills, 
Bn!lefs  we  pay  fuch  and  fuch  fums, 
and  t'luc  it  is  intended  to  extort  our 
money  from  us,  or  ruin  us  by  the 
ieotal^netices  of  refiifing  to  pay  it. 

Ci^  But  fuppofing  the  internal  tax 
or  duty  to  be  laid  on  the  Aeceffaries  of 
life  imported  into  your  colony,  will 
tot  that  be  the  fame  thit^g  in  its 
effeAs.  as. an  internal  tax? 

A.  I  do  not  know  a  fingle  article 
imported  into  the  northern  colonies, 
bat  what  they  can  either  do  without, 
or  make  themfelves. 

<^  Don*t  you  think  cloth  from 
England  abfolutely  necellary  to  them  f 

A.  No,  by  no  means  abfolutely 
neceffary ;  with  indullry  and  good 
management  they  may  very  we'l 
fapply  themfelves  with  all  they  want. 

Q^  Will  it  not  take  a  long  time 
to  eitablifl)  that  manufadture  among 
them ;  and  mufl  they  not  in  the 
mean  while  fufFer  greatly  ? 

A.  I  think  not.  They  have  made 
a  furprifing  progiefs  already.  And  I 
«m  of  opinion,  that  before  their  old 
clothes  are  worn  out,  they  will  have 
new  ones  of  their  own  making. 

Qj.  Can  they  poffibly  find  wool 
encugh  in  North- America  ? 

A.  They  have  taken  fteps  to  in- 
creafe  the  wool.  They  entered  into 
general  combinations  to  eat  no  more 
lamb,  and  very  few  lambs  were  killed 
jaft  year.     TIms  courfe  perfilted  in, 
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will  foon  make  a  prodigious  (ji/Ferenco 
in  the  quai)tity  of  woo).  And  the 
eflablilhing  of  great  manufadtories, 
like  thofe  m  the  clothing  towns  here, 
is  not  neceffary,  as  it  is  \vhere  the 
buiinefs  it  to  be  carried  on  i(fT  the  pur. 
pofes  of  trade.  The  people  will  all 
fpin,  and  work  for  themfelves,  in  thf  ir 
own  houfes,  ,     ,'.,     , 

C^  Can  there  be  wool  and  man^- 
fafiure  enough  in  one  or  twQ  yfars? 

A,  In  three  years,  I  think,  there 
may. 

Qi  Does  not  the  feve^ity  of  the 
winter,  in  the  northern  colonies,  oc-r 
cafion  the  wool  to  be  of  bad  quality  ? 

A.  No  ;  the  wool  is  very  fine  and 
good. 

Qi  In  the  more  fouthern  colonies^ 
as  in  Virginia,  don't  you  know  that 
the  wool  IS  coarfe,  and  only  a  kind  of 
hair? 

A.  I  don't  know  it.  I  never  heard 
it.  Yet  J  have  been  fometimes  in 
Virginia.  I  cannot  fay  I  ever  took 
particular  notice  of  the  wool  there, 
but  I  believe  it  is  good,  tiiough  I 
cannot  fpeak  pofitively  of  it ;  but 
Virginia,  and  tlje  colonies  fouth  of  it, 
have  lefs  occafion  for  wool ;  their 
winters  are  ihorti  and  not  very  fevere, 
and  they  cap  very  well  clothe  them- 
felves with  linen  and  cotton  of  their 
own  railing  for  Uie  reft  of  the  year. 

Q^  Are  not  the  people  in  the  more 
northern  colonies  obliged  to  fodder 
their  flieep  all  the  winter  ? 

A.  In  fome  of  the  moft  northern 
colonies  they  may  be  obliged  to  do  it 
fome  part  of  the  w'nter. 

Q^  Confidering  the  refolutions  of 
parliament,  as  to  the  right,  do  yoi^ 
think,  if  the  ftamp-a6t  is  repealed, 
that  the  North-Americans  will  be  fa-f 
tisfied  ? 

A.  I  believe  they  will  ? 

Qj;^  Why  do  you  think  fo  ? 

A.  I  think  the  refolutions  of  right 
will  give  them  very  little  concern.  If 
they  are  never  attempted  to  be  carried 
into  praflice.  The  colonies  will  proo 
bably  cpnfidcr  themfelves  in  the  fame 

fituation. 
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fituadon,  in  that  reTpo^t^  wkh  Ire. 
larid ;-  they  know  you  claiai  the  fame 
right  mth  regard  to  Ireland,  but  you 
never  exercifc  it.  And  they  may 
believe  you  never  will  cxer^e  it  in 
the  colonies,  any  more  than  in  Ire- 
land, unlefs  on  fomc  very  extraordi' 
nary  occafion. 

Q^  But  who  are  to  be  the  judges  of 
that  extraordinary  oocafion?  Is  not 
the  parliament  ? 

A.  Though  the  parliament  may 
judge  of  the  occafton,  the  people  will 
think  it  can  never  exercifc  fuch  right, 
till  reprefentatives  from  the  colonies 
are  admitted  into  parliament,  and 
that  whenever  the  occafion  arifes,  re- 
prefentatives will  be  ordered. 

Q^  Did  you  never  hear  that  Mary- 
land, during  the  laft  war,  had  refufed 
to  furnifh  a  quota  towards  the  com- 
mon defence  i 

A.  Maryland  has  been  much  mif- 
reprefented  in  that  matter.  Mary- 
land, to  my  knowledge,  never  re- 
fund to  contribute,  or  grant  aids  to 
the  crown.  The  alTemblies  every 
year,  during  the  war,  voted  coniider- 
able  fums,  and  formed  bills  to  raife 
them.  The  bills  were,  according  to 
the  conftltution  of  that  province,  fent 
up  to  the  council,  or  upper  houfe,  for 
concurrence,  that  they  might  be  pre- 
fented  to  the  governor,  in.  order  to  be 
enacted  into  laws.  Unhappy  dif- 
putes  between  the  two  houfes  arifing, 
from  the  defefts  of  that  conftitution 
principally,  rendered  all  the  bills  but 
one  or  two  abortive.  The  proprie- 
tary's council  rejeded  them.  It  is 
true,  Maryland  did  not  contribute 
its  proportion,  but  it  was,  in  my 
opinion,  the  fault  of  the  government, 
not  of  the  people. 

Qj^  Was  it  not  talked  of  in  the 
other  provinces  as  a  proper  meafure 
to  apply  to  parliament  to  compel 
them  ? 

A.  I  have  heard  fuch  difcourfe; 
but  as  it  was  well  known,  that  the 
people  were  not  to  blame,  no  fuch 


application  was.^  ever  made,  aor  any 
ft«p  taken  towards  it. 

Q^  Was  it  not  propt^fed  at  a  pub- 
lie  meeting  ? 
A.  Not  that  I  knov/  of. 
Q^  Do  you  remember  the  abollfli* 
ing  of  the  paper  currency  in  New- 
England,  by  adi  of  aflembly  f 

A.  I  do  remember  its  being  abo- 
lifhed,  in  the  Mairachufeu's-bay. 

Q.    Was  not  lieutenant-governor 
Hutchinfon  principally  concerned  in 
that  tran  faction  ? 
A.  I  have  heard  fo. 
Q^  Was  it  not  at  that  time  a  veryr 
unpopular  law  i 

A.  I  believe  it  might,  though  I 
can  fay  little  about  it,  as  I  lived  at  a 
diftance  from  that  province. 

Qi  Was  not  the  fcarcity  of  gold 
and  filver  an  argument  ufed  againft 
aboliihing  the  paper  ? 
A.  I  fuppofe  it  was, 
Qi  What  is  the  prefent  opinion 
there  of  that  law  i  Is  it  as  unpopuhir 
as  it  was  at  lirft  ? 
A.  I  think  it  is  not. 
Q^  Have   not    inftruflions    from 
hence  been  fometimes  fent  over  to 
governors,  highly  opprelTive  and  uq- 
political  i 
A.  Yes. 

Qj_  Have  not  fome  governors  dif- 
penfed  with  them  for  that  reafon  i  ' 
A.  Yes ;  I  have  heard  fo. 
(^  Did  the  Americans  ever  dif- 
pute   the  controuling  power  of  par- 
liament to  regulate  the  commerce  i 
A.  No. 

Q^  Can  any  thing  lefs  than  a  mi- 
litary force  carry  the  ftamp  adt  into 
execution  P 

A.  I  do  not  fee  how  a  military 
force  can  be  applied  to  that  purpofe. 
Q.  Why  may  it  not  ? 
A.  Suppofe  a  military  force  fent 
into  America,  they  will  find  nobody 
in  arms ;  what  are  they  then  to  do  ? 
They  cannot  force  a  man  to  take 
ftamps  who  chufes  to  do  without  them. 
They  will  hot  find  a  rebellion;  they 
may  indeed  make  one.  Q^ 
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Q^  If  the  atl  is  nor  re^«hl(»d,t<rhac 
doyoa  think  will  be^he  cmfedueiices ' 

A.  A  total  Mb  of  th^  )«j|e^  and 
aSedlion  the  people  of  Am^lrica  bear 
to  this  country,  and  of  bll  flie  com- 
merce that  depends  on  that  refpedt 
and  affeflion. 

Q^  How  can  the  coiiiiiterce  be 
afieCtedP 

A.  You  will  find,  that  if  the  aft 
IS  not  repealed,  they  will  take  very 
little  of  your  mlnufadtures  in  a  fhort 
time. 

Qi  Is  it  in  their  power  to  do  with- 
out them? 

A.  I  think  they  may  very  well  do 
without  them. 

Q:,  Is  it  their  intereft  not  to  take 
them  t 

A.  The  goods  they  take  from  Bri- 
tsin  are  either  neceflaries,  mere  con- 
veniences, or  fuperfluities.  The 
firft,  as  cloth,  &c.  with  a  little  in- 
duftry  they  can  make  at  home  ;  the 
iecond  they  can  do  without,  till  they 
ate  able  to  provide  them  among 
themfelves ;  and  the  laft,  which  are 
much  the  greateft  part,  they  will 
llrike  off  immediately.  They  are 
mere  articles  of  fafhion,  purchafcd 
and  confumed,  becaufe  the  falhion  in 
a  refpefted  country  ;  but  will  now  be 
detefted  and  rejected.  The  people 
have  already  ftruck  off,  by  general 
agreement,  the  ufe  of  all  goods  fafti- 
ionable  in  mournings,  and  many 
thoufand  pounds  worth  are  fenc  back 
as  unfaleable. 

Q^  Is  it  their  intereft  to  make  cloth 
at  home? 

A.  I  think  they  may  at  prefent  get 
it  cheaper  from  Britain,  I  mean  of 
the  fame  finenefs  and  neatnefs  of 
workmanfhip  $  but  when  one  confi- 
ders  other  circiimftances,  thereftraiiits 
on  their  trade,  and  the  difficulty  of 
making  remittances,  it  is  their  inte- 
rell  to  make  every  thing. 

Qj^  Suppofe  an  aft  of  internal  re- 
gulations connefted  with  a  tax,  how 
would  they  receive  it  ? 

A.  I  think  it  would  be  objefted  to. 


Q^  Then  no  regulation  with  a  tax 
wonld  be  fiibmitted  to  ? 

^  A;  Their  opinion  is,  that  when 
aic?s  to  the  crown  are  wanted;  they  are 
to  .\k  aflced  of  the  feveral  aflemblies, 
according  to  the  old  eftablilhed  ufage, 
v/ho  will,  as  they  always  have  done, 
grant  them  freely.  And  that  their 
money  ought  not  to  be  gi^eft  fVi/ay, 
without  their  confent,  by  perfons  at 
a  diftance,  unacquainted  with  their 
circumftances  and  abilities.  The 
granting  aids  to  the  crown,  is  the 
only  means  they  have  of  recommend- 
ing themfelves  to  their  fovereign, 
and  they  think  it  extremely  hard  and 
unjuft,  that  a  body  of  men,  in  which 
they  have  no  reprefentatives,  fhould 
make  a  merit  to  itfelf  of  giving  and 
granting  what  is  not  its  own,  but 
theirs,  and  deprive  them  of  a  right 
they  efteem  of  the  utmolt  value  and 
importance,  as  it  is  the  fecurity  of 
all  their  other  rights. 

Q^  But  is  not  the  poft-office,  which 
they  have  long  received,  a  tax  as  well 
as  a  regulation  ? 

A.  No;  the  money  paid  for  the 
poilage  of  a  letter  is  not  of  the  nature 
of  a  tax ;  it  is  merely  a  quantum 
meruit  for  a  fervice  done  ;  no  perfon 
is  compellable  to  pay  the  money,  if 
he  does  not  chufe  to  receive  the  fer- 
vice. A  man  may  itill,  as  before 
the  aft,  fend  his  letter  by  a  fervant, 
a  ipecial  meflenger,  or  a  friend,  if 
he  thinks  it  cheaper  and  fafer. 

Q^  But  do  they  not  con fider  the  re- 
gulations of  the  pod-office,  by  the  aft 
of  lafl  year,  as  a  tax  ? 

A.  By  the  regulations  of  laft  year 
the  rate  of  poilage  was  generally 
abated  near  thirty  per  cent,  through 
all  America;  they  certainly  cannot 
confider  fuch  abatement  as  a  tax. 

Qi  If  an  excife  was  laid  by  parlia- 
ment, which  they  might  likewilb 
avoid  paying,  by  not  confuming  the 
articles  exeifed,  would  they  then  not 
objeft  to  it  i 

A.  They  would  certainly  objeft  to 
it,  as  an  excife  'is  unconnefted"  with 

any 
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Any  fervke  done,  and  is  merely  an 
aid  which  they  think  ought  to  be 
sfked  of  them,  and  granted  by  them, 
if  they  are  to  pay  it,  atid  can  be 
granted  for  them  by  no  others  what- 
foever,  whom  they  have  not  impow- 
ered  for  that  purpofe. 

Qi  You  fay  they  do  not  objedl  to 
the  right  of  parhament,  in  laying 
duties  on  goods  to  be  paid  on  their 
importation  ;  nowj  is  there  any  kind 
tof  difference  between  a  duty  on  the 
importation  of  ^oods,  and  an  excife 
on  their  confumption  i 

A.  Yei ;  a  Very  material  one ;  an 
txcife,  for  the  reafons  I  have  juft 
mentioned^  they  think  mm  can  have 
ho  right  to  lay  within  their  country. 
But  the  fca  is  yours )  yOu  maintain, 
by  your  fleets,  the  fafety  of  naviga- 
tion in  it«  and  keep  it  clear  of  pirates; 
you  may  have  therefore  a  natural  and 
equitable  right  to  fome  toll  or  duty 
en  merchandizes  carried  through  that 
part  of  yonr  dominions,  towards  de- 
fraying the  expence  you  are  at  in 
Ihips  to  maintain  the  fafety  of  that 
carriage. 

'\  Does  this  reafoning  hold  in 
the  cafe  of  a  duty  laid  on  the  produce 
of  their  lands  exported  ?  And  would 
they  not  then  object  to  fuch  a  duty  ? 

A.  If  it  tended  to  make  the  pro- 
duce fo  much  dearer  abroad  as  to 
lefTen  the  demand  for  it,  to  be  fure 
they  would  objeft  to  fuch  aduty  j  not 
to  your  right  of  laying  it,  but  they 
would  complain  of  it  as  a  burthen, 
and  petition  you  to  lighten  it. 

Qi  Is  not  the  duty  paid  on  the  to- 
bacco exported  a  duty  of  that  kind  i 

A.  That,  1  think,  is  only  on  to* 
bacco  carried  coaftwife  from  one  co- 
lony to  another,  and  appropriated  as 
a  fund  for  fuppcrting  the  college  at 
Williamlburgh  in  Virginia. 

Q.^  Have  not  the  aflemblics  in  the 
Weft-Indies  the  fame  natural  rights 
with  thofe  in  North- America  i 

A.  Undoubtedly. 

<^  And  is  there  not  a  tax  laid 
there  on  the'if  fugar*  exported  i 
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A.  I  am  not  much  aoqaaiate4 
with  the  Weft-Indies,  but  the  dut/ 
of  four  and  a  half  per  cent^  on  fugarji 
exported,  was,  I  believe,  granted!^ 
their  own  aftemblies. 

Qj,  How  much  is  the  poll-tax  ipi 
your  province  laid  on  unmarried 
men? 

A.  It  is,  I  think,  fifteen  ihillingi^ 
to  be  paid  by  every  fmgle  freeman « 
upwards  of  twenty-one  years  old. 

Qi,  What  is  the  annual  amouot  of 
all  the  taxes  in  Pennfylvania  i 

A.  I  fuppofe  about  zo,ooo  pounds 
fterling. 

Q;,  Suppoling  the  ftamp  aSt  con* 
tinued,  and  enforced,  do  you  ima- 
gine that  ill-humpur  will  induce  the 
Americans  to  give  as  much  for  worfe 
manufactures  of  their  own,  and  ato 
them,  preferably  to  better  of  ours  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  think  fo.  People  will 
pay  as  freely  to  gratify  one  paflion  m 
another,  their  refentment  as  their 
pride. 

Q^  Would  the  people  at"  Bofton 
difcontinue  their  trade  ! 

A.  The  merchants  are  a  very  fmall 
number,  compared  with  the  body  of 
the  people,  and  muft  difcontinue  their 
trade,  if  nobody  will  buy  their  goods. 

Q^  What  are  the  body  of  the  peo» 
pie  in  the  colonies  ? 

A.  They  are  farmers,  huftand- 
men  or  planters. 

Qi  Would  they  fuffer  the  prOdUQO 
of  their  lands  to  rot  ? 

A.  No;  but  they  would  not  raiA 
fo  much.  They  would  manufadura 
more,  and  plough  lefs. 

Qi  Would  they  live  without  thf 
adminiftration  of  juftice  in  civil  mat- 
ters, and  foifer  all  the  inconveniences 
of  fuch  a  iituation  for  any  confider- 
able  time,  rather  than  take  tha 
ftamps,  fuppofmg  the  ftamps  were 
proteded  by  a  fuiticient  force,  where 
every  one  might  have  them  ? 

A.  I  think  the  fuppofition  imprac- 
ticable, that  the  ftamps  Ihould  be  fo 
proteCled  as  that  every  one  might 
have  them.     The  aft  requires  fub- 
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diftributon  to  be  appointed  in  every 
county  town,  diftrift  and  village, 
and  they  would  be  neceflary.  But 
the  principal  diftributors,  who  were 
to  have  had  a  confiderable  profit  on 
the  wholifi,  have  not  thought  it  worth 
-while  to  continue  in  the  office,  and 
I  think  it  impoflible  to  find  fub-dif- 
tributors  fit  to  be  trufted,  who,  for 
the  trifling  profit  that  muft  come  to 
their  fhare.  would  incur  the  odium, 
and  run  the  hazard  that  would  attend 
it;  and'if  they  could  be  found,  I 
think  it  iinprafticable  to  proteft  the 
llamps  in  fo  many  diftant  and  remote 
places. 

Q^  But  in  places  where  they  could 
be  protefted,  would  not  the  people 
life  them  rather  thrb  remain  in  fuch 
a  fituation,  unable  to  obtain  any 
right,  or  recover,  by  law>  any  debt  i 

A.  It  is  hard  to  fay  what  they 
would  do.  I  can  only  judge  what 
other  people  will  think,  and  how 
they  will  aft,  by  what  I  feel  within 
myfeif.  I  haVfe  a  great  many  debts 
due  to  tne  in  America,  and  I  had 
rather  they  ftiould  remain  unrecover- 
able by  any  law,  than  fubmit  to  the 
ftamp  aft*  They  will  be  debts  of 
honour.  It  is  my  opinion  the  peo- 
ple will  either  continue  in  that  litua- 
t'lon,  or  find  fome  way  to  extricate 
themfclvesi  Jierhaps  by  generally 
agreeing  to  procved  in  the  courts 
without  ftamps. 

Q^  What  do  you  think  a  fufficient 
military  fofce  to  protefl  the  dillribu- 
tion  of  the  llamps  in  every  part  of 
America  ? 

A.  A  very  great  force;  I  can't 
fay  what,  if  the  difpofition  of  Ame- 
rica is  for  a  general  refiftance. 

Qj,  What  IS  the  number  of  men  in 
America  able  to  bear  arms,  or  of 
difciplined  militia  ? 

A.  There  are,  I  fuppofe,  at  leaft — 
[Queftion  objefted    to.     He    with- 
drew*    Called  in  again.] 

Q^  Is  the  American  Aamp  aft  an 
equal  tax  on  that  country  i 

A.  I  think  not. 

Qi  Why  fo  ? 
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A.  The  grcateft  part  of  the  money 
muft  arife  from  law-fuits  for  the  re- 
covery of  debts,  and  be  paid  by  the 
lower  fort  of  people,  who  were  too 
poor  eafily  to  pay  their  Jrhts.  It  is 
therefore  a  heavy  tax  on  the  poor< 
and  a  tax  upon  them  for  b^ing  poor. 

Q^  But  will  not  this  increafe  of 
expence  be  a  means  of  leffening  the 
number  of  law-fuits  ? 

A.  I  think  not;  for  as  the  cofts 
all  fall  upon  the  debtor,  and  are  t6 
be  paid  by  him,  they  would  be  no 
difcouragement  to  the  creditor  to 
bring  his  aftion. 

C^  Would  it  not  have  the  effeft  of 
exceflive  ufury  ? 

A.  Yes,,  as  an  oppreflion  of  the 
debtor. 

Qi  How  many  fliips  are  there 
laden  annually  in  North-America 
with  flax-leed  for  Ireland  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fpeak  to  the  number 
of  Ihips,  but  I  know  that  in  1752, 
lo.oco  hogflieads  of  flax-feed,  each 
containing  feven  bufhels,  were  ex- 
ported from  Philadelphia  to  Ireland. 
I  fuppofe  the  quantity  is  greatly  in- 
creafed  flnce  that  time  ;  and  it  is 
underftood  that  the  exportation. from 
New- York  is  equal  to  that  from  Phi- 
ladelphia. 

Q^  What  becomes  of  the  flax  that 
grows  with  that  flax-feed  ? 

A.  They  manufacture  fome  into 
coarfe,  and  fome  into  a  middling 
kind  of  linen, 

Q^  Are  there  any  flitting-mills  in 
America  ? 

A.  I  think  there  are  three,  but  I 
believe  only  one  at  prefcnt  employed. 
I  fuppofe  th<iy  will  all  be  iet  to  work, 
if  the  interruption  of  the  trade  con- 
tinues. 

(5^  Are  there  any  fulling  mills' 
there  ? 

A.  A  great  many. 

Q^  Did  you  never  hear  that  a  great 

S[uautity  of  iloclcings  were  contrafted 
or,  for  the  army, -during  the  war, 
and  manufadured  in  Philadelphia? 
A.  I  have  heard  fo. 
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Q^  If  the  ftamp  a£t  fliould  be  re-  built  a  fort,  radfed  a  man^  or  pro- 
pealed,  woiUd  not  the  Americans  vided  a  grain  of  ammunition,  in  or* 
think  they  could  oblige  the  parlia-  der  to  fuch  oppoftticn.  The  ring- 
ment  to  repeal  every  external  tax-    leaders  of  riots  they  think  ought  to  M 


law  now  in  force  ? 

A.  It  is  hard  to  anfwer  queftions 
of  what  people  at  fuch  a  dilUnce  will 
think. 

Q:.  But  what  do  you  imagine  they 
will  think  were  the  motives  of  re- 
pealing the  aft  ? 

A.  I  fiippofe  they  will  think  that 
it  was  repealed  from  a  conviftion  of 
its  inexpediency  ;  and  they  will  rely 
upon  it,  that  while  the  fame  inexr 
pediency  fubfifts,  you  will  never  at- 
t-jmpt  to  mak''  fuch  another. 

Q^  What  do  you  mean  by  its  in- 
expediency ? 

A.  I  mean  its  inexpediency  on 
feveral  accounts ;  the  poverty  and 
inability  of  thofe  who  were  to  pay  the 
tax ;    the  general  difcontent   it   has 

occafioned  ;  and  the  imprafticability    They  have  not  only  granted  equal  to 
of  enforcing  it.  their  abilities,    but,   during  all   the 

Q^  If  the  aft  Ihould  be  repealed,  laft  war,  they  granted  far  beyond 
and  the  legiflature  fliould  Ihew  its  their  abilities,  and  beyond  their  pro- 
refentment  to   the  oppofers   of  the    portion  with  this  country,  you  your 


puniflied;  thev  would  punifh  them 
themfelves,  if  they  could.  Every 
fober,  fenftble  man  would  with  to 
fee  rioters  punifhed,  as  otherwife 
peaceable  people  have  no  fecurity  of 
perfon  or  eftate.  But  as  to  an  inter- 
nal tax,  how  fmall  foever,  laid  by 
the  legiflature  here  on  the  people 
there,  while  they  have  no  reprefen- 
tatives  in  this  legiflature,  I  think  it 

will  never  be  fubmitted  to They 

will  oppofe  it  to  the  laft:— They  do 
not  confider  it  as  at  all  neceflary  for 
you  to  raife  money  on  them  by  your 
taxes,  bccaufe  they  are,  and  always 
have  been,  ready  to  raife  money  by 
taxes  among  thetnfelves,  and  to  grant 
large  Aims,  equal  to  their  abilities, 
upon   requifltion    from    the 
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ftamp  aft,  would  the  colonies  ac- 
qulefce  in  the  authority  of  the  legif- 
lature ?  What  is  yoiir  opinion  they 
>vould  do  ? 

A.  I  don't  doubt  at  all,  that  if  the 
Jegiflature  repeal  the  llamp  aft,  the 
colonies  will  acquiefce  in  the  autho- 
rity. 

Q^  But  if  the  legiflature  fliould 
think  fit  to  afcertain  its  right  to  lay 
taxes,  by  any  aft  laying  a  fmall  tax, 
contrary  to  their  opinionj^  would  they 
fubmit  to  pay  the  tax  ? 

A.  The  proceedings  of  the  people 
in  America  iiave  been  confidered  too 
much  together.  The  proceedings  of 
the  afiismblies  have  been  very  different 
from  thofe  of  the  mobs,  and  fliould 
be  diftinguiflied,  as  having  no  con- 
neftion  with  each  other.  The  aflem- 
tjies  have  only  peaceably  refolved 
\Yhat  they  take  to  be  their  rights } 
they  have  taken  no  meafurcs  for  op- 
ppfltion    by  force;    tl\ey  fc^ave  not 


fblves  being  judges,  to  the  amount 
of  many  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
and  this  they  did  freely  and  readily, 
only  on  a  fort  of  promife  from  the 
fecretary  of  ftate,  that  it  fliould  be 
recommended  to  parliament  to  make 
them  compenfation.  It  was  accord- 
ingly recommended  to  parliament,  in 
the  moft  honourable  manner,  for 
them.  America  has  been  greatly 
mifreprefented  and  abufed  here,  in ' 
papers,  and  pamphlets,  and  fpeeches, 
as  ungrateful,  and  unreafonable,  and 
unjuft,  in  having  put  this  nation  to 
immenfe  expence  for  their  defence, 
and  rcfufing  to  bear  any  part  of  that 
expence.  The  colonies  raifed^  paid, 
and  clothed,  near  25000  men  during 
the  laft  war,'  a  number  equal  to  thofe 
fent  from  Britain,  and  far  beyond 
their  proportion  j  tl^ey  went  deeply 
into  debt  in  doing  this,  and  all  their 
taxes  and  eftatcs  are  mortgaged,  for 
many  years  to  come,  for  difcjxarging 
L  2  that 
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that  debt.  Government  here  was  at 
that  time  very  fcnfible  of  this.  The 
colonies  were  recomipended  to  par- 
liament. ]Bvery  year  the  king  Tent 
down  to  the  houfe  a  written  meflage 
to  this  purpofe.  That  his  Majel^, 
being  highly  fenfible  of  the  zeal  and 
vigour  with  which  his  faithful  Tub- 
jefts  in  North-America  had  exerted 
thcmfclves,  in  defence  of  his  Majefty's 
juft  rights  and  pcfTeflions,  recom- 
jnended  it  to  the  houfe  to  take  the 
fame  into  eonftderation,  and  enable 
him  to  give  them  a  proper  compeu- 
fation.  You  will  fii.a  thofe  me^ages 
on  your  own  journals  every  year  of 
the  war  to  the  very  laft,  and  you  did 
accordingly  give  200,000  pounds  an- 
nually to  the  crown,  to  be  diftributcd 
in  fuch  compen fation  to  the  colonies. 
This  is  the  llrongeft  of  all  proofs  that 
the  colonies,  far  from  being  unwil- 
ling to  bf  ar  a  (hare  of  the  burthen, 
did  exceed  their  proportion ;  for  if 
they  had  done  lefs,  or  had  only  equal- 
led their  proportion,  there  would  have 
been  no  room  or  rcafon  for  compen - 
fation.  Indeed  the  fums  reimburfed 
them,  were  by  no  means  adequate 
to  the  expence  they  incurred  beyond 
their  proportion ;  but  they  never 
murmured  at  that,  they  efteemed 
their  fovereign's  approbation  of  their 
Beal  and  fidelity,  and  the  approba- 
tion of  this  houfe,  far  beyond  any 
other  kind  of  compenfation  ;  there- 
fore there  was  no  occafion  for  this 
ail,  to  force  money  from  a  willing 
people ;  thyy  had  not  refufcd  giving 
money  for  the  purpofes  of  the  aflt ; 
no  re(|uifition  had  been  made ;  they 
were  always  willing  and  ready  to  do 
what  could  reafonably  be  expefted 
from  them,  and  in  this  light  they 
wifh  to  be  confjdered. 

Q^  But  fuppofe  Great-Britain 
Ihould  be  engaged  in  a  war  in  Eu- 
rope, would  North  America  contri- 
bute to  the  fupport  of  it  ? 

A.  I  do  think  they  would,  as  far 
as  their  circumftances  would  permit. 
They  confider  themfelves  as  a  part 
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of  the  Britifti  empire,  and  as  having 
one  common  intereft  with  it ;  they 
may  be  looked  on  here  as  foreigners, 
but  they  do  not  confider  themfelvet 
as  fuch.  They  are  zealous  for  th» 
honour  and  profperity  of  this  nation, 
and,  while  they  are  well  ufed,  will 
always  be  ready  to  fupport  it,  as  far 
as  their  little  power  goes.  In  1739 
they  were  called  upon  to  afiift  in  the 
expedition  againil  Carthagena,  and 
they  fent  3000  men  to  join  your  ar- 
my. It  is  true  Carthagena  is  in 
America,  but  as  remote  from  the 
North  ^n  Colonies  as  if  it  had  been 
in  Europe.  They  make  no  diftinc- 
tion  of  wars,  as  to  their  duty  of  afliftt 
ing  in  them.  I  know  the  laft  war  is 
commonly  fpoke  of  here  as  entered 
into  for  the  defence,  or  for  the  fake 
of  the  people  of  America.  I  thiiilf 
it  is  quite  mifunderftood.  It  began 
about  the  lir'  >  between  Canada  an4 
Nova-Scotia  about  territories  to 
which  the  crown  indeed  laid  c'aim, 
but  were  not  claimed  by  any  Britilh 
colony;  none  of  the  L;nds  had  been'" 
granted  to  any  colon ift;  we  had 
therefore  no  particular  concern  or 
intereft  in  that  difpute.  As  to  the 
Ohio,  the  contcft  tliere  began  about 
your  right  of  trading  in  the  Indian 
country,  a  right  you  had  by  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  which  the  French 
infringed ;  they  feized  the  traders  and 
their  goods,  which  were  your  manu- 
failures;  they  took  a  fort  which  a 
company  of  your  merchants,  and 
their  faftors  and  correlpondcnts,  had 
erefted  there,  to  fecure  that  trade, 
Braddock  vyas  fent,  with  an  army  to 
re -take  that  fort  (which  was  looked 
on  hei'e  as  another  jticroachment  on 
the  King's  territory)  and  to  protc<?t 
your  trade.  It  was  not  till  after  his 
defeat  that  the  coloni£S  were  attacked. 
They  were  before  in  perfeA  peace 
with  both  French  and  Indians ;  the 
troops  were  not  therefore  fent  for 
their  defence.  The  trade  with  the 
Indians,  though  carried  on  in  Ame- 
rica, is  not  an  American  intereft. 
V  Th« 
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The  people  of  America  are  chiefly  fjjl,  and  the  Indians  much  more  nu» 

farmers    and   planters;    fcarce  any  merous.     They    continually   gained 

thing  that  they  raife  or  produce  is  an  ground,  and  have  driven  the  Indians 

articleof  commerce  wi^h  the  Indians,  over    the    mountains,    without    any 


The  Indian  trade  is  a  Britilh  intercil; 
it  is  carried  on.  with  Britifh  manu- 
faftures,  for  the  profit  of  Britifli  mer- 
chants and  manufaiitufcrs ;  therefore 
the  war,  as  it  commenced  for  the  de- 
fence of  territories  of  the  crown,  the 
property  of  no  American,  and  for  the 
defence  of  a  trade  purely  Britilh,  was 
really  a  Britilh  war— and  yet  the  peo- 
ple of  America  made  no  fcruple  of 
contributing  their  utraoft  towards 
carrying  it  on,  and  bri^iging  it  to  a 
happy  conclufipn. 

Q^  Do  you  think  then  that  the 
taking  pofleffion  of  the  King's  terri- 
torial rights,  and  ftrengthening  the 
frontiers,  is  yot  an  American  inte- 

reftf  ... 

A.  Not  particularly,  but  conjoint- 
ly a  Briti(h  and  an  American  interefl. 
Q^  You  will  not  deny  that  the 
preceding  war,  the  war  with  Spain, 
was  entered  into  for  the  fake  of  Ame- 
rica ;  was  it  not  occafioncd  by  cap- 
tures made  in  the  American  feas  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  captures  of  Ihips  carry- 
ing on  tic-  Br.tilh  trade  tlierc,  wiih 
Bntiih  inanufaaures. 

Q^  Vi  a?  not  the  late  war  with  the 
Indians,  fm..e  the  peace  witii  Franco, 
a  war  for  America  only  ? 

A.  Yes ;  it  was  more  particularly 
for  America  than  the  former,  but  it 
was  rather  a  confequence  or  remains 
of  the  former  war,  the  Indians  not 
^iaving  been  thoroughly  pacified,  and 
jhc  Americans  bore  by  mucli  the 
grcateft  fliare  of  the  expen; e.  It  was 
put  an  end  to  by  the  army  undeV 
General  Bouquet;  there  were  not 
above  300  regulars  in  that  army,  and 
above  loco  "fcnnfylvanians. 

Q^  Is  it  not  ncceflary  to  fend 
troops  to  America,  to  defend  the 
Americans  againft  the  Indians  i 

A.  No,  by  no  means ;  it  never 
was  neceft'ary.  They  defended  thent- 
fcflves  when  they  were  but  an  hand- 


troops  fent  to  their  affi'llance  from 
this  country.  And  can  it  be  thought 
ncceflary  now  to  fend  troops  for  their 
defence  from  thofe  diminimed  Indian 
tribes,  when  the  colonics  are  become 
fo  populous,  and  fo  ftrong?  There 
is  not  the  Icaft  occafion  for  it ;  they 
are  very  .ible  to  defend  themfelvc?. 

Q^  Do  you  fay  there  were  no  more 
than  300  regular  troops  employed  in 
the  late  Indian  war  ? 

A.  Not  on  the  Ohio,  or  the  fron- 
tiers of  Pcnnfylvania,  which  was  the 
chief  part  of  the  war  thatafFedled  the 
colonies.  There  were  garrifons  at 
Niagara,  Fort  Detroit,  and  thofe  re- 
mote ports  kept  for  the  fake  of  your 
trade  ;  I  diJ  not  reckon  them,  but  I 
believe  that  on  the  whole  the  number 
of  Americans,  or  provincial  troops. 


employea  in 


the 


war,    was  greater 


than  that  of  the  regulars.     I  am  not 
certain,  but  I  think  fo. 

Q^  Do  you  think    the  aflemblie* 

have  a  right  to  levy  money  on  the 

fuhjeil  tlicre,  to  grant  to  the  crown  ? 

A.  I  certainly  tiiink  fo ;  they  have 

always  done  it. 

Q^  Are  they  acquainted  with  the 
dcclaiation  of  rights?  And  do  they 
k'low  that,  by  that  flatute,  money 
is  not  to  be  raifed  on  the  fubjeft  but 
by  confent  of  pariiament  ? 

A.  They  are  very  well  acquainted 
with  it. 

Qi  How  then  can  they  think  they 
have  a  right  to  levy  money  for  the 
crovVn,  or  for  any  other  than  local 
purpofes  ? 

A.  They  undcrftand  that  clnufe 
to  relate  to  fubjefts  only  within  the 
realm  ;  that  no  money  can  be  levied 
on  them  for  the  crown,  but  by  con- 
fent of  parliament.  The  colpnies  are 
not  fuppofed  to  be  within  the  realm  j 
they  have  alfemblies  of  their  own, 
which  are  their  parliaments,  and 
they  are,  in  that  rcfpeft,  in  the  fame 

fituatioa 


<    t 


II 


,/!  • 


U 


^• 


OR      DOCUMENTS. 
When  money    tHey  will  take  the  matter  into  con^ 
ftderation,    and  if  it  is  right  to  be 
done,  they  will  do  it  of  thcmfelves. 

Q;,  Do  not  letters  often  come  into 
the  poft-offices  in  America,  dircdled 
ta  fome  inland  town  where  no  poft 
cf  Great-Jritain  cannot  properly  ^ve    Roes  i 
that  confent  till  it  has  reprcfentatives         A.  Yes. 


ft.  PR! 

fitnation  with  Ireland. 
is  to  be  raifed  for  the  crpwn  upon  the 
(ubje£^  in  Ireland,  or  in  the  colonies, 
the  confent  is  given  in  the  parliament 
of  Ireland,  or  in  the  aflemblies  of  the 
colonies.    They  think  the  p.arliament 


from  America  ;  for  the  petition  of 
light  exprefsly  fays,  it  is  to  be  by 
common  confent  in  parliament,  and 
the  people  of  America  have  no  reprc- 
fentatives in  parliament,  to  make  a 
part  of  that  common  confent. 

Q.  If  the  ftamp-ail  fliould  be  re- 
pealed, and  an  aft  ftiould  pafs,  or- 
dering the  aflcmblies  of  the  colonies 
to  in'^.omnify  the  fuffcrers  by  the  riots, 
*!Cittld  they  obey  it  ? 

A.  That  is  a,  q^ieftipn  I  cannot 
»nfwer. 

Q^  Suppofe  the  King  fliouId  require 
the  colonies  to  grant  a  revenue,  and 
the  parliament  fhould  be  againil  their 
doing  it,  dp  they  think  they  can 
grant  a  revenue  to  the  King,  without 
the  confent  of  the  pai4iamei»t  of  Qreat 
Britain  ? 

A.  ^hit  is  a  deep  qtieftion.-- As  to 
my  own  opinion,  I  fliould  think  my- 
fclf  at  liberty  to  do  it,  and  /hoij'd  dp 
it,  if  I  liked  the  occafion. 

(^  When  money  has  be«n  raifed 
in  the  colonics,  upon  requifitions,'  has 
it  not  been  granted  to  the  King  f 

A.  Yes,  alw'ays ;  but  the  rcqui. 
£tions  have  generally  been  for  fome 
fervJce  exprcfled,  as  to  raife,  clothe 
and  pay  troops,  and  not  for  money 
cnly. 

Q^  If  the  aft  (honld  pafs,  requiring 
iht  American  aiTembliestomakc  com- 
penfation  to  the  fuftcrers,  and  they 
ihould  difobey  it,  and  then  the  par- 
Kvnent  fliould,  by  another  a£l,  lay  an 
intcn>al  tax,  would  they  then  obey 
it» 

A.  The  people  win  pay  ne  internal 
tax ;  and  I  think  an  adl  to  oblige  the 
affemblies  to  make  compenfanon  is 
nnncceffary,  for  I  am  of  opinion,  that 
as  foon  as  the  prefent  heats  are  abated. 


private  perfon   take 
and  carry  them  M 


he  pay  an  ad- 
the  diftance  to 


Q.  Can  any 
up  thofe  letters, 
djrcfted  i 

A'  Yes ;  any  friend  of  the  perfon 
may  do  it,  paying  the  portage  that 
has  accrued . 

Q^  But  muft  not 
ditional  poftag-j  for 
fuch  inland  town  i 

A.  No. 

Qi  Can  the  poft-maller  anfwer  de-, 
Uvering  the  letter,  without  being  paid 
fuch  additional  portage  ? 

A.  Certainly  he  can  demand  no- 
thing, wliere  he  does  no  fervice. 

Q^  Suppofe  a  perfon,  being  far 
from  home,  finds  a  letier  in  a  poft-, 
office  direfted  to  him,  and  he  lives  in 
a  place  tQ  which  the  port  generally 
goes,  and  the  letter  is  direfted  to  that 
place,  will  the  poft-mafter  deKver  him 
the  letter,  without  his  paying  tha 
poftage  receivable  %t  the  place  to 
which  the  letter  is.  d^reif^d. 

A.  Yes  t  the  olBce  cannot  demand 
portage  for  a  letter  that  it  does  not 
carry,  or  farther  tlun  h  does  carry  it. 

Qj.  Arc  not  ferrymen  in  America 
obliged,  by  adt  of  parliament,  to 
carry  over  the  pods  without  pay  f 

A.  Yes. 

(Ji  Is  not  this  a  tax  on  the  ferry- 
men ? 

A.  They  da  not  confider  it  as  fuch, 
3k}  they  Lave  an  advantage  from  per  ■ 
fons  travelling  with  the  port. 

Qj,  If  the  rtamp-aft  fhould  be  re-: 
pealed,  and  the  crown  fliould  make  a. 
requifition  to  the  colonies  for  a  fum 
of  money,  would  they  grant  it? 
A.  I  believe  they  would. 
Qi  Why  do  you  think  fo  ? 
A .  I  can  fpeak  for  the  colony  I  live 
in  ;  I  had  it  in  inftrutflion  from  thq 

aiTembljr 
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»flemb1y  to  aflure  the  miniftry,  that  at 
they  always  had  done,  fo  they  (hould 
alw'ayi  think  it  their  duty  to  grant 
fuch  aids  to  the  crown  as  were  fuiuble 
to  their  circumftances  and  abiliciei, 
whenever  called  upon  for  the  purpofe, 
in  the  ufual  conlUtutional  manner; 
and  I  had  the  honour  of  commu- 
nicating this  inftrufiion  to  that  ho- 
nourable gentleman  then  miniAer. 

Q.  Would  they  do  this  for  a  Britifh 
concern  ;  as  fuppofe  a  war  in  fome 
part  of  Europe,  that  did  not  affcdt 
them? 

A.  Yes,  for  any  thing  that  con- 
cerned the  general  intereft.  They 
confider  themfelves  as  a  part  of  the 
whole. 

Q^  What  is  the  ufual  conllitutional 
manner  of  calling  on  the  colonies  for 
aids  i 

A.  A  letter  from  the  fecretary  of 
ilate. 

Q.  Is  this  all  you  mean,  a  letter 
from  the  fecretary  of  ftate  f 

A.   I  mean  the  ufual  way  of  re- 

Siuiiition,  in  a  circular  letter  from  the 
ccretary  of  ftate,  by  his  Majefty's 
command,  reciting  the  occafion,  and 
recominending  it  to  the  colonies  to 
grant  fuch  aids  as  became  their  loyalty, 
and  were  fuitable  to  tlicir  abilities. 

.  Q^  Did  the  fecretary  of  ftate  ever 
write  for  money  for  the  crown  i 

A.  The  requifitions  have  been  to 
raife>  clothe  .ad  pay  men,  which 
cannot  be  done  witliCK  'loney. 

Q^  Would  they  grant  money  alone, 
if  called  on  ? 

A.  In  my  opinion  they  would, 
money  as  well  as  men,  when  they 
have  money,  or  can  make  it. 

Qi  If  the  parliament  ihould  repeal 
the  ftamp-aft,  will  the  aflembly  of 
Pennfylvania  refcin J  their  reiolutions  ? 

A.  I  think  not. 

Qj^  Before  there  was  any  thought 
of  the  ftamp-adt,  did  they  wilh  for  a 
jreprefentation  in  parliament  ? 

A.  No. 

Q^  Don't  you  know  that  there  is, 
tn  the  Penniyivania  charter,   an  ex- 
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^irefs  refervation  of  the  right  of  par- 
iament  to  lay  taxes  there  i 

A.  I  know  there  it  a  claufe  in  tht 
charter,  by  which  the  King  granti 
that  he  will  levy  no  taxes  On  the  in- 
habitants, unlcfs  it  be  with  the  can- 
fcnt  of  th6  aflembly,  or  by  a£t  of  par- 
lia^ment. 

Qj,  How  then  could  the  afTembly  of 
Pennfylvania  alTcrt,  that  laying  a  tax 
on  them  by  the  ftamp-aA  was  an  in- 
fringement of  their  rights  ? 

A.  They  underftand  it  thus ;  by 
the  fame  charter,  and  otherwife,  they 
are  intitled  to  all  the  privileges  and 
liberties  of  Engliftimen  ;  they  find  in 
the  ereat  charters,  and  the  petitioil 
and  declaration  of  rights,  that  one  of 
the  privileges  of  Engliih  fubjefts  is, 
th.!!  they  are  not  to  be  taxed  but  by 
their  common  confent;  they  have 
therefore  relied  upon  it,  from  the  Rrdt 
fettlement  of  the  province,  that  the 
parliament  never  would,  nor  could,  by 
colour  of  that  claufe  in  the  charter, 
alTume  a  right  of  taxing  them,  till  it 
had  qualified  itfelf  to  exercife  fuch 
right,  by  admitting  reprefentativei 
from  the  people  to  be  taxed,  who 
ought  to  make  a  part  of  that  common 
confent. 

Qi  Are   there  any   words  in   the 
charter  that  juftify  that  conftrufUon  ? 

A.  The  common  rights  of  Englifh- 
men,  as  declared   by  Magna  Charta, 
and  the  petition  of  right,  all  juftify  it. 
Q^  Does  the  dlftinttion  between  in- 
ternal and  external  taxes  exift  in  the 
worJs  of  the  charter? 
A.  No,  I  believe  not. 
Q^  Then  may  they  not,    by  the 
fame  interpretation,  objcft  to  the  par- 
liament's right  of  external  taxation  ? 
A.    They    never    have    hitherto. 
Many   arguments    have   been    lately 
ufed  here  to  fhew  them  that  there  it 
no  difference,  and  that  if  you  have  no 
right  to  tax  them  internally,  you  have 
none  to  tax  them  externally,  or  make 
any  other  law   to  bind  them.      At 
prefent  they  do  not  reafon  fo,  but  in 

time 
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time  they  may  poflibly  be  convinced 
by  thefe  arguments. 

Qi  Dc  not  the  refolutions  of  the 
Pennfylvania  affembly  fay  ail  taxes  ? 

A.  If  they  do,  they  mean  only  in- 
ternal taxes ;  the  fame  words  i^^ve  not 
always  the  fame  meaning  here  and  in 
the  colonies-  By  taxes  they  mean  in- 
ternal taxes ;  by  duties  they  mean 
cuftoms  ;  thefe  are  their  ideas  of  the 
language. 

Q^  Have  you  not  feen  the  refo- 
lutions of  file  Maffachufct's  Bay  af- 
fembly i 

A.  I  have. 

Q^  Do  they  not  fay,  that  neither 
external  nor  internal  taxes  can  be  laid 
on  them  by  parliament  i 

A.  I  don't  know  that  they  do  ;  I 
believe  not. 

Q^  If  the  fame  co.'jny  Ihould  fay 
■either  tax  nor  impcfiaon  could  be 
laid,  does  not  that  province  hold  the 
power  of  parliamem:  can  lay  neither? 

A.  I  fuppofe  that  by  the  word  im- 
pofition,  they  do  not  intend  to  exprefs 
duties  to  be  laid  on  goods  irapOi  ted, 
as  regulations  of  commerce, 

Q^  What  can  the  'olotdss  mean 
then  by  impofition  as  'diftiniil  from 
taxes  ? 

A.  They  may  mean  many  things, 
as  jmprefling  of  men,  or  of  carriages, 
quartering  troops  on  private  houies, 
and  the  like  ;  there  may  be  great  im- 
pofitions  that  are  not  properly  taxes. 

Q^  Is  not  the  poft-otiii-.e  rate  an  in- 
ternal tax  laid  by  aft  of  parliament? 

A.  I  ha"c  anivvere  i  t;:iit. 

Q^  Are  all  paris  of  the  colonies 
equally  able  to  pay  laxe^  ? 

A.  No,  certainly ;  the  frontier 
parts,  which  have  been  ravag-:d  by 
theenemy,arc;  greatly  diiabled  ty  that 
means,  and  therefore,  in  i'uch  cafes, 
are  ufua'ily  favoured  in  our  tax-laws. 

Q^  Can  we,  at  this  dillancc,  be 
«omjietent  judges  of  what  favours  are 
neccflary  f 

A.  The  parliament  have  fuppofed 
it,  by  tflaiming  a  right  to  ma.«»e  tax- 
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taws  for  America?   I, think  it  lm< 
poflible. 

Qt  Would  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp- 
aft  be  anydifcouragementof  your  nia- 
nufadtures  ?  Will  the  people  that  have 
begun  to  manufadlure  decline  it  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  think  they  will  ;  efpe- 
cially  if,  at  the  fame  time,  the  trade 
is  opened  again,  fo  the  remittances 
can  be  eafily  made.  I  have  known 
feveral  inftances  that  make  it  pro- 
bable. In  the  war  before  laft,  to- 
bacco being  low,  and  making  little 
remittance,  the  people  of  Virginia 
went  generally  into  family  manufac- 
tures. Afterwards,  when  tobacco  bore 
a  better  price,  they  returned  to  the 
ufe  of  Bruilh  manufaftures.  So  fu!- 
ling-mills  were  very  much  difufed  in 
the  lart  war  in  Pennfylvania,  becaufe 
bills  were  then  plenty,  and  remit- 
tances cou'd  eafily  be  made  to  Britain 
for  Englifn  ':loth  and  other  goods. 

Q^  If  the  (lamp-afl  fliould  be  re- 
pealed, would  it  induce  the  aflerablics 
of  America  to  acknowledge  the  rights 
of  parliament  to  tax  tbem,  and  would 
they  erafe  their  refolutions  i 
A.  No,  never. 

Q^  Is  there  no  means  of  obliging 
them  to  erafe  thofe  refolutions  ? 

A.  None  that  I  know  ofr,  they 
will  never  do  it,  unlefs  compelled  by 
force  of  arms. 

C^  Is  there  a  power  on  earth  that 
can  lorce  them  to  eraie  them  ( 

A.  No  power,  how  great  foever, 
can  force  men  to  change  their  opi- 
nions. 

Q^  Do  they  confider  the  poll-office 
ar,  a  tax,  or  as  a  regulation  ? 

A.  Not  as  a  tax,  but  as  a  regu* 
lation  and  conveniency  ;  every  af- 
fembly encouraged  it,  and  fupporieJ 
it  in  its  infancy,  by  grants  of  money, 
which  they  would  not  otherwlfe  have 
done  ;  and  the  people  have  alwaj« 
paid  the  poi'.age. 

Q^  When  did  you  receive  the  in- 
ftruiitions  you  mentioned  f 
A,  I  brought  them  with  me,  when 
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I  came  to  England,    about    fifteen 
months  fince. 

Qi  When  did  you  communicate 
that  inftrUtSlion  to  the  minifter  ? 

A.  Soofl  aftter  iriy  Arrival,  while 
the  ftamping  of  America  was  under 
confideration,  and  before  the  bill  was 
brought  in. 

Qi,  "Would  it  be  moft  for  the  in- 
tereft  of  Great-Britain,  to  employ  the 
hands  of  Virginia  in  tobacco,  or  in 
manufaflures. 

A.  In  tobacco,  to  be  fure. 

Q^  What  ufed  to  be  the  pride  of 
the  Americans  ? 

A.  To  indulge  in  the  fafhions  and 
manufaftures  of  Great-Britain. 
-.    Q^  What  is  now  their  pride  ? 

A.  To  wear  their  old  deaths  ovdr 
again,  till  they  can  nsake  new  ones. 
(IVithdretv.J 

The  bill  to  repeal  the  ftamp-aiH: 
having  pafled  the  Commons,  was 
brought  to  the  Lords ;  whoic  houfe  it 
pafled  alfo.  But  the  following  pro- 
tells  were  entered  againil  it. 

Die  Merc,  lo  Mart  it,  \y66. 
The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for 
the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill,  en- 
tituled,  "  An  Aft  to  repeal  an  Ai\ 
made  in  the  laft  feflion  of  Parlia- 
ment, ei  tituled.  An  Aft  for  grant- 
ing and  applying  certain  Stamp- 
Dutiesanjd  other  duties  in  theBritifli 
Colonies  and  Plantations  in  Ame- 
rica, towards  further  defraying  the 
experces  of  defending,  protefting, 
and  fccuring  the  fame,  and  for 
amending  iuch  parts  of  the  feveral 
afts  of  parliament  relating  to  the 
Trade  and  Revenues  of  the  faid 
Colonics  and  Plantations,  as  r'.ireft 
the  manner  of  Determining  and  Re- 
covering the  Penalties  and  For- 
feitures tht-rcin-mentioned."  Then 
the  faid  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  Time, 
and  it  being  propofed  to  commit 
the  Bill,  the  fame  was  objefted  to. 
After  a  long  Debate  thereupon,  the 
Queftion  was  put,  Whether  the  faid 
Bill  Ihall  be  committed  :  It  was  re- 
folved  in  the  aftrmative. 
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Majority 
Dijfentient, 

I  ft,  Becaufe,  as  this  houfe  has  in 
this  feflion  by  feveral  refolutions  moft 
folemnly  afl'erted  and  declared,  firft, 
"  That  the  King's  Majefty,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the 
Lords  Sp'  >ual  and  Temporal,  and 
Common:;  :y\  Great  Britain,  in  Par- 
liament aflombled,  had,  hath,  and  of 
right  ought  to  have,  full  power  and 
authority,  to  make  laws  and  ftatutes 
of  fufficient  force  and  validity  to  bind 
the  Colonies,  and  people  of  America, 
fubjefts  of  the  Crown  of  Great- 
Britain,  in  all  cafes  whatfocYw:" 
Secondly,  '*  That  tumults  and  infur- 
reftions  of  the  moft  dangerous  nature 
have  been  raifed  and  carried  on  in 
feveral  oi  the  North  American  Co- 
lonies, in  open  defiance  of  the  power 
and  dignity  of  his  Majefty's  Govern- 
ment, and  in  manifeft  violation  of 
the  laws  and  legiflative  authority  of 
this  Kingdom;"  Thirdly,  "  That 
the  faid  tumults  and  infurreftions 
have  been  encouraged  and  inflamed, 
by  fundry  votes  and  refolutions  pafled 
in  fdtreral  of  the  Aflemblies  of  the 
faid  Provinces,  derogatory  to  the  ho- 
nour of  his  Majefty's  Government, 
and  deftruftive  of  the  legal  and  coij- 
ftitutional  dependency  of  the  faid  Co- 
lonies, on  the  imperial  Crown  and 
Parliamentnf  Great  Britain:"  Which 
refolutions  were  founded  on  a  full 
examination  of  the  papers  on  our 
table,  manifefting  a  denial  of  the  le- 
gillative  authority  of  the  crown  and 
parliament  of  Great  Britain,  to  im- 
pofe  duties  and  taxes  on  our  North- 
American  Colonies ;  and  a  criminal 
refiftance  there  made  to  the  execution 
of  the  commercial  and  other  regu- 
lations of  the  ftamp-aft,  and  of  other 
afts  of  parliament :  we  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  total  rcpeajyjig  of  that  law, 
M  .  efpecially 
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efpedally  while  fuch  refiftance  con- 
tinues, would  (as  Governor  Barnard 
fays  is  their  intention)  "  make  the 
authority  of  Great  Britain  con- 
temptible hereafter  ;  and  that  fuch  a 
fubmiflion  of  King,  Lords,  and  Com- 
mons, under  fuch  circumftances,  in 
{o  ftrange  and  unheard  of  a  conteft, 
would,  in  effeft,  furrcnder  their  an- 
tient,  unalienable  rights  of  fupreme 
jurifdiftion,  and  give  them  exclufively 
to  the  fuboidinate  provincial  legif- 
latures  eftablifhed  by  prerogative  ; 
which  was  never  intended  or  thought 
of,  and  is  not  in  the  power  of  pre- 
rogative to  beftow ;  as  they  are  infe- 
rr.>!w  fiom  the  three  eftates  of  the 
realm  aflembled  in  parliament. 

2dly,  Bccaufe  the  law,  which  nV.is 
bill  now  propofes  to  repeal,  was 
pafl'ed  in  the  other  houfe  with  very 

■  little  oppofition .  and  in  Jiis  without 
one  diffentient  voice,  during  the  lall 
feflion  of  parliament,  which  we  pre- 
fume,  if  it  had  been  wholly  and  fun- 
damentally wrong,  could  not  poflibly 
have  happened  ;  as  the  matter  of  it  is 
fo  important,  and  as  the  intention  of 
bringing  it  in,    had    been  commu- 

■  nicat'ed  to  the  commons  by  the  iirft 
commiffioner  of  the  treafury  the  year 
before,  and  a  refolution,  relating 
and  preparatory  to  it,  was  then  agreed 
to  in  that  houfe,  without  anydivifion. 

jdlv,   Becaufe,    if  any  particular 
parts  of  that  law,    the  principal  of 
which  has  been  experienced  and  fub- 
mitted  to  in  this  country,  without  re- 
pining, for  near  a  century  paft,  had 
been  found  liable  to  jull  and  reafonabie 
objcftions,  they  might  have  been  al- 
tered by  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend 
it,  without  repealing  the  whole.   And, 
if  any  fuch  bill  had  been  fent  to  us  by 
the  commons,  we  Ihouldhave  thought 
it  our  duty  to  have  given  it  a  moft 
ferious   confideration,    with  a  warm 
defire  of  relieving  our  countrymen  in 
America  from  anygrievance  or  hard- 
fliip  ;  but  with  proper  care  i:o  tiiforce 
their  fubmiflion  and  obeuience  to  the 
law   fo  amended,   and  to  the  wliole 


legiflative  authority  of  Great-BHtain, 
without  any  referve  or  diftinftioa 
whatfoever. 

4thly,  Becaufe,  it  appears  to  w, 
that  a  moft  effential  branch  of  that 
authority,  the  power  of  taxation, 
cannot  be  properly,  equitably,  or  im- 
partially exercifed,  if  it  docs  not 
extend  itfelf  to  all  the  members  of  the 
ftate  in  proportion  to  their  refpedlive 
abilities  ;  but  fuffers  a  part  to  be 
exempt  from  a  due  Ihare  of  thofe 
burthens,  which  the  public  exigen- 
cies require  to  be  impof  '  upon  the 
whale  :  a  partiality  which  is  directly 
and  manifeftly  repugnant  to  the  truft 
repofed  by  the  people  in  eve/y  legif- 
lature,  and  deftruftiv-j  of  that  con- 
fidence ©n  which  all  government  is 
founded. 

jthly,  Bec»aufe,  the  ability  of  our 
North-American  Colonies,  to  bear 
without  inconvenicncy  the  proportion 
laid  on  them  by  the  ftamp-acl  of  laft 
year,  appears  to  us  moft  unqueftion- 
able,  for  the  following  reafons :  f  irft. 
That  the  eftimated  produce  of  this  tax, 
amounting  to  fixty  thoufand  pounds 
per  annum,  if  divided  amongft  twelve 
hundred  thoufand  people  (being  little 
more  than  one  half  of  the  fubjefts  of 
the  crown  in  North  America)  would 
be  only  one  lliilling  per  head  a  year ; 
which  is  but  a  third  of  the  wages 
ufually  paid  to  every  labourer  or  ma- 
nufadurer  there  for  one  day's  labour  : 
Secondly,  That  it  appears  by  the  ac- 
counts that  have  been  laid  before  this 
houfe  from  the  commiflioners  of  trade 
and  plantations,  that  ol  the  debt  con- 
trafted  by  thofe  colonies  in  the  laft 
war,  above  £.  i  ,755,000,  has  already 
been  difcKr.rged  during  the  courfe  of 
three  years  only,  by  the  funds  pro- 
vided for  that  purpole  in  the  feveral 
provinces  ;  and  the  much  greater  part 
of  the  remaining  incumbrance,  which 
in  the  whole  is  aliout  760,000  pounds, 
will  be  paid  in  two  years  more  :  We 
muft  liicewife  obferve,  that  the  boun- 
ties and  advantages  given  to  them  by 
parliament  in   1764  and   1765,  and 
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the  duties  thereby  loft  to  _  Great- 
Britain  for  theiriervice,  and  in  order 
to  enable  them  the. more  eafiW  to  pay 
this  tax,  muft  neceffarjly  amount  in 
a  few  years  to  a  far  greater  fumi  than 
the  produce  thereof.  It  is  alfo  evi- 
dent, that  fuch  produce  being  wholly 
appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the 
army  maintained  by  this  kingdom  in 
our  colonies,  at  the  vaft  expence  of 
almofl  a  (hilling  in  the  pound  land- 
tax,  annually  remitted  by  us  for  their 
fpecial  defence  and  protedion  ;  not 
only  no  money  would  have  been 
actually  drawn  by  it  out  of  that  coun- 
try, but  the  eafe  given  by  it  to  the 
people  of  Great  Britain,  who  are  la- 
bouring under  a  debt  of  fev^nty  mil- 
lions, contradled  by  them  t6  fupport 
a  very  dangerous  war,  enterea  into  for 
the  intereft  -ind  fecurity  of  thofe  co- 
lonies, would  have  redounded  to  the 
benefit  of  the  colonies  themfelves  in 
their  own  immediate  fafety,  by  con- 
tributing to  deliver  them  from  tlie 
neceflary  expence,  which  many  of 
them  have  hitherto  always  borne,  in 
guarding  their  frontiers  againft  the 
lavage  Indians. 

6thly,  Bccaufe,  not  only  the  right, 
but  the  expediency  and  neceflity  of 
the  fupreme  legiflature's  -exerting  its 
authority  to  lay  a  general  tax  on 
our  American  colonics,  wheii'\er  the 
wants  of  the  public  make  it  fitting 
ana  reafonable  that  all  the  provinces 
fhould  contribute  in  a  proper  pro- 
portion to  the  defence  of  the  whole, 
appear  to  us  undeniable,  from  tlieie 
confiderations  :  Firft,  Thar  evL'-y  pro- 
\ince  being  ieparate  and  iiwlependent 
on  the  others,  and  having  no  com- 
mon council  impowered  by  the  coh- 
llitution  of  the  colonies  to  ad  for  all, 
or  bind  all,  fuch  a  tax  c;mnot  regu- 
larly, or  without  infinite  difficulty,  be 
imp(  d  upon  them,  at  any  lime, 
even  for  tlieir  immediate  defence  or 
protcftion,  by  their  own  provincial 
aflcmblie;  ;  but  lequirea  the  inter- 
vention and  fuperin tending  power  of 
the  parliament  of  Gieat-Biitain.    Se- 
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condly.  That  in  looking  forwards  to 
the  poflible  contingency  of  a  new  war, 
a  contingency  perhaps  not  far  remote, 
the  pro^ft  of  the  burthens,  which 
the  gentry  and  people  of  this  kingdom 
muft  then  fuftain,  in  addition  to  thofe 
which  now  lie  fo  heavy  upon:  them,  is 
fo  inelancholy  and  dreadful,  that  we 
cannot  but  feel  it,  a  moft  indi^ 
penfible  duty,  to  eafe  them  as  much 
as  is  poilible,  by  a  due  and  moderate 
exertion  of  that  great  right,  which  thb 
conftitution  of  this  realm  has  vefted  in 
the  parliament,  to  provide  for  the 
fafety  of  all,  by  a  proportionable 
chai-ge  upon  all,  equally  and  indif- 
ferently laid.  We  likewife  apprehend, 
that  a  partial  exemption  of  our  colo- 
nies from  any  exercife  of  this  right 
by  the  Britifh  legiflature,  would  be. 
thought  Co  invidious,  and  fo  unjutt  to 
the  other  fubjedls  of  the  crown  of 
Great-Britain,  as  to  alienate  the 
hearts  of  thefe  from  their  countrymen 
refiding  in  America,  to  the  great  de  • 
trjment  of  the  latter,  who  have  oa 
many  occafions  received,  and  may 
again  want  affirtance,  from  the  gene- 
rous warmth  o^  .heir  afFo6lion. 

7thly,  Becaufe,  the  rcafons  afllgned 
in  the  public  refolutions  of  the  pro^ 
vincial  affemblies,  in  the  North  Ame- 
rican colonies,  for  their  difobeying  the 
ftamp-.ift,  viz.  "  That  they  arc  not 
repT'fentedin  the  Parliament  ot  Great 
Brit.iin  "  extends  to  u!l  other  laws,  of 
what  nature  foever,  whicii  that  par- 
liament ha:  enafted,  or  *^  all  enafl,  to 
bind  them  in  times  -  ;■_  and  muft 
(it  a  Imitted)  fet  th  ■  oo.jtely  free 
from  any  obedience  to  the  |)Ovver  of 
the  Britifli  legiflature.  We  likewife 
obferve,  that  in  a  l*>tter  to  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Conway,  4mUd  the  i  zth  of  Oc- 
tober J  765  i  thr  commander  in  chief 
of  his  Majelly's  forces  in  North  Ame- 
rica has  declared  his  opinion,  "  That 
the  queftion  is  not  of  ti/  inexpediency 
of  the  ftamp-a£l,  or  of  die  laabiiity 
of  the  colonies  to  pay  the  tax ;  but 
that  it  is  unconftituiional  and  contrary 
to  their  rights,    fitpporting  the  inde- 
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pendency  of  the  provinces,  and  not 
fubjeft  to  the  legiflative  power  of 
Great  Britain."  It  is  moreover  af- 
firmed, in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Conway, 
dated  7th  November,  *'  That  the 
people  in  general  are  averfe  to  taxes 
of  any  kind  ;  and  that  the  merchants 
of  that  place  think  they  have  a  right 
to  every  freedom  of  trade  which  the 
fubjefts  of  Great  Britain  now  enjoy." 
This  opinion  of  theirs  ftrikes  dircftly 
at  the  Aft  of  Navigation,  and  other 
fubfequent  laws,  which  from  time  to 
time  have  been  made  in  the  wife 
policy  of  that  aft ;  and  (hould  they 
ever  be  encouraged  to  procure  for 
-themfelves  that  abfolute  freedom  of 
trade,  which  they  appear  to  delire,  our 
plantations  would  become,  not  only 
of  no  benefit,  but  in  the  high  ell 
degree  prejudicial  to  the  commerce 
and  welfare  of  their  mother-country ; 
nor  is  it  eafy  to  conceive  a  greater  en- 
couragement, than  the  repealing  of  a 
law,  oppofed  by  them  on  fuch  prin- 
ciples, and  with  fo  much  contempt  of 
the  fovereignty  of  the  Britifh  legif- 
lature. 

8thly,  Becaufe,  the  appearance  of 
weaknels  and  timidity  in  the  govern- 
ment and  parliament  cf  this  kingdom, 
which  a  conceffion  of  this  nature  may 
too  probably  carry  with  it,  has  a  ma- 
nifeft  tendency  to  draw  on  ftirtlier 
infults,  and  by  lefTening  the  refpecl  of 
all  his  Majefty's  fubjefts  to  the  dignity 
of  his  crown,  and  authority  of  his 
laws,  throw  the  whole  Britilh  empire 
into  a  miferable  ftate  of  confufion  and 
anarchy,  with  which  it  feems  by 
many  fymptoms  to  be  dangeroufly 
threatened  :  and  this  is  the  more  to 
be  feared,  as  the  plea  of  our  North 
American  colonies,  that,  not  bting 
lepr^fented  in  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  they  ought  not  pay  taxes  im- 
pofed  or  levied  upon  them  by  th  au- 
thority thereof,  may  by  the  fame 
reafoning  be  extended  to  al!  perfons  in 
this  ifland,  who  do  not  actually  vote 
ior  members  of  parliament ;  nor  can 
we  help  apprehending,  that  the  opi- 


nion of  fome  countenance  being  given 
to  fuch  notions  by  the  legiflature  itfelf, 
in  confenting  to  this  bill  for  the  repeal 
of  the  ftamp-aft,  may  greatly  promote 
the  contagion  of  a  moft  dangerous 
doftrine,  deftruftlve  to  all  govern- 
ment, which  has  fpread  itfelf  over  all 
our  North  American  colonies,  that 
the  obedience  of  the  fubjeft  is  not  due 
to  the  laws  and  legiflature  of  the 
realm,  farther  than  he  in  his  private 
judgment  fhall  think  it  conformable 
to  the  ideas  he  has  formed  of  a  free 
conftitution. 

pthly,  Becaufe,  we  think  it  no  ef- 
feftual  guard,  or  fecurity,  againft 
this  danger,  tiiat  the  parliament  has 
declared  in  the  refolutions  of  both 
houfes,  pafTed  during  this  feflion,  and 
now  reduced  into  a  bill.  That  fuch 
notions  are  ill  founSed  ;  as  men  will 
always  look  more  to  deeds  than  words, 
and  may  therefore  incline  to  believe, 
that  the  infurreftions  in  our  colonies, 
excited  by  thofe  notions,  having  fo 
far  proved  fuccefsful,  as  to  attain  the 
very  point,  at  which  they  aimed,  the 
immediate  repeal  of  the  ilamp-aft, 
without  any  previous  fubn.ifiion  on  the 
part  of  the  colonies,  the  legillature 
has  in  faft  fubmitted  to  them,  and  has 
only  more  grievoufly  injured  its  own 
dignity  and  authority,  by  verbally  af- 
ferting  that  right,  which  it  fubiUn- 
tially  yields  up  to  their  oppofition. 
'  The  reafons  afligned  for  this  concef- 
fion render  it  lliU  more  alarming;,  as 
they  arife  from  an  illegal  and  holliie 
combination  of  the  people  of  Americs, 
to  diltreis  and  Harve  our  manufacturers, 
and  to  wuh-hold  from  our  merchants 
the  payment  of  their  juft  debts :  the 
former  of  which  meafures  has  only 
bien  pracliled  in  open  war  between 
two  Itatcs  ;  aiiu  the  latter,  we  believe, 
note\en  in  that  firu;ition,  either  by 
the  public  or  by  individuals,  among 
tilt  civiiized  nations  of  Europe,  in 
modern  times.  If  this  unprecedented 
plan  of  intimidifition  fliall  meet  with 
fuccefs,  it  is  eaiy  to  forelee,  that  the 
praftice  of  it  for  other  anu  liill  ere^iter 
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•bjefts  will  frequently  be  renewed^ 
and  our  manufaaurers  and  merchants 
reduced  to  the  like,  and  more  per- 
manent diftrefs  :  we  cannot  therefore 
)but  wifli,  that  fome  more  <;ligible 
method,  confiftent  \yith  thi-jr  future 
fafety  and  our  dignity,  had  been  takep 
by  parliament,  to  fhew  our  tender 
concern  and  compaflion  for  their  fuf; 
ferings,  and  to  difcourage  any  other 
fuch  unwarrantable  attempts ;  which 
vye  are  fully  perfuaded  would  have 
been  very  prafticable,  with  due  care 
and  attention,  and  at  an  expenccyery 
■inferior  to  the  importance  of  the 
objeft. 

Laftly,  Bffcaijfe,  we  are  convinced 
from  the  unanimous  teiUmony  of  the 
governors,  and  other  officers  of  the 
crown  in  America,  that  if,  by  a  moft 
unhappy  delay  and  negle6l  to  provide 
for  the  due  execution  of  the  law,  and 
arm  the  government  there  with  proper 
.orders  and  powers,  repeatedly  called 
for  in  vain,  thcfe  diPiurbances  had  not 
been  continued  and  encreafed,  they 
might  eafily  have  been  quieted  before 
they  had  attained  to  any  dangerous 
height ;  and  we  cannot,  without  feel- 
ing the  moil  lively  fenfe  of  grief  ;;nd 
indignation,  hear  arguments  drawn 
from  the  piogrcfs  of  evils,  which 
Ihould  and  might  have  been  flopped 
in  their  tirft  and  feeble  beginnings, 
ufed  for  the  ftill  greater  evil  of  fa- 
crificing  to  a  prcfcnt  relief  the  highe/l 
permanent  inteieils,  and  the  whole 
rnajcfty,  power,  and  reputation  of 
government ;  This  afflirts  us  the  more 
deeply,  becaufe  it  appears  from  many 
If-neis,  t\ai  this  laWj  it  properly  (up- 
ported  by  government,  would  from 
the  pccuiior  circumllances  attending 
the  uiicbedienoe  to  it,  execute  itfelf 
without  blocdihed.  And  it  is  faid  in 
one  of"  the  letters  to  Mr.  becretary 
Conway,  "  That  the  principal  view 
is  to  intimic^ate  the  parliament ;  but 
that  if  it  be  thought  prudent  to  en- 
force their  authority,  the  people  dare 
not  oppofe  a  vigorous  reiblution  of  the 
parliament  of  Great-Britain."    1  hat 
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vigorous  refolution  has  not  yet  been 
found  in  the  parliament ;  and  we 
greatly  fear,  thlt  tjie  want  of  it  will 
certainly  prpduce  one  of  thefe  two 
fatal  cpnltquences ;  either  that  the 
repeal  of  this  law  will  in  effeSt  annull 
and  abrogate  all  other  laws  and  fta- 
tutes  relating  to  our  colonies^  ^ud 
particularly  the  afts  that  reftrain  or 
limit  their  cpramerce,  of  which  they 
are  moft  impatient  j  or,  if  we  ihould 
hereafter  attempt  to  enforce  the  exe- 
cuti  jj;  of  thofe  laws  agajnft  their  will, 
and  by  virtue  of  an  authority,  wHich 
they  have  dared  to  infult  >yith  im- 
punity and  fuccefs,  that  endeavour 
will  bring  upoi^  us  all  thofe  evils  and 
inconveniencies,  to  the  fear  of  which 
we  now  facrifice  the  fovereignty  of 
the  realm  ;  and  this  at  a  time  when 
the  Ilrength  of  cur  colonies,  as  well 
as  their  iefire  ot  a  total  independence 
on  the  legiflature  and  government  of 
their  mother-country,  may  be  greatly 
augmented,  and  when  the  circum- 
ftances  and  difpofitions  of  the  other 
poueis  of  Europe,  may  render  the 
conteft  far  more  dangerous  and  for- 
midable to  this  kingdorr,, 
Bedford  Scarldalc 
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Parliament,'  entitujed,   *  An  Aft 
for  granting  and  applying  certain 
Stamp  Duties,  and  other  Duties 
in  the  Britiih  Colonies  and  Plan- 
tations in  America,  towards  fur- 
ther defraying  the  Expences  of  de- 
fending, prptefting,  and  fecuring 
the  fame,  and  for  amending  fuch 
Parts  of  the  fcveral  Afts  of  Parlia- 
ment relating  to  the  Trade  and 
.  Revenues  of  the  faid  Colonies  and 
Plantations,  as  direft  the  Manner 
''  of  determining  and  recovering  the 
Penalties  and  Forfeitures  therein 
mentioned.'     Then  the  faid  Bill 
**  was  read  a  third  Time,  and  it  be- 
ing propofed  to  pafs  the  Bill,  the 
fame  was  objefted  to.    After  fbme 
Debate  thereupon,   the    Queftion 
was  put.  Whether  the   faid   Bill 
Jball  pais :  It  was  refolved  in  the 
Affivmative. 
Dijfentieatf 
ift.  Bccaufe  we  think,   that   the 
declaratory  bill  we  paft  laft  week, 
cannot  poflibly  obviate  tlic  growing 
inifchiefs  in  America,  where  it  may 
fcem  calculated  only  to  deceive  the 
people  of  Great-Britain,  by  holding 
forth  a  delufive  and  nugatory  affirm- 
ance of  the  legiflativc  right  of  this 
kingdom,  whillt  the  enadling  part  of 
it  does  no  more  than  abrogate  the 
lefolutions  of  the  houfe  of  reprefen- 
tatives  in  the  North- American  colo- 
nies, which  have  not  in   themfelves 
the  lead  colour   of  authority ;    and 
declares  thar,    which   is   apparently 
and  certainly  criminal,  only  null  and 
void. 

sdly.  Bccaufe  the  particular  ob- 
jedtion;,  whivh  have  been  made  to 
the  ftamp  ac\  in  North-America,  and 
which  have  been  adopted  in  the 
conrfe  of  the  Debate^  upon  this  bill 
for  repealing  itx  are  in  fad  contra- 
dicted by  undctiiabk  vvidence  upon 
our  tabic  ;  it  having  been  urged, 
firft,  Tliat  all  the  money  to  be  col- 
lefted  by  ihi  'ax  was  to  be  annu  illy 
remitted  hiiAer,  and  that  the  North- 
American  colonies  would  thereby  be 
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drained  of  all  their  fpecie ;  and  fe- 
condly.  That  the  inftitution  of  vice- 
admiralty  courts  in  thofe  colonies, 
for  the  recovery  of  penalties  upon 
revenue  laws  without  juries,  is  a  no- 
vel praftice,  by  means  of  which  his 
Majefty's  fubjefts  in  thofe  dominions, 
'  wOuld  be  deprived  of  one  of  their 
mod  valuable  liberties,  trials  by  ju- 
ries, and  in  this  relpeft  dillinguifhed 
from  their  fellow  lubjefts  in  Great- 
Britain  ;'  and  would  likewife  be  lia- 
ble to  the  greatcll  inconvenience, 
vexation  and  injuftice,  through  the 
option  left  to  any  profecutor  to  call 
them  from  one  end  of  that  extenfive 
continent  to  the  other ;  and  through 
the  temptation  to  the  judge,  to  con- 
demn rather  than  to  acquit,  from  his 
being  paid  by  poundage  of  the  con- 
demnation-money :  whereas,  with 
regard  to  the  firft  of  thefe  objeftions, 
it  appears  by  the  minute  of  the  late 
board  of  treafury  laid  before  this 
houfe,  and  dated  on  the  gth  day  of 
July  laft,  that  die  fulleft  direftions 
had  been  lent  to  the  feveral  officers 
of  the  revenue,  *  that  in  order  to 
obviate  the  inconvenience  of  bring- 
ing into  this  kingdom  the  money  to 
be  raifed  by  the  ftamp  duties,  all  the 
produceof  the  An^erican  duties  arifing 
or  to  arife,'  by  virtue  of  any  Britiflt 
ad  of  par!i;'.ment,  fhould,  from  time 
to  time,  be  paid  to  the  deputy  pay- 
mafter  in  America,  to  defray  the  fub- 
firtence  of  the  troops,  and  any  mili- 
tary expences  incurred  in  the  colo- 
nics :'  and  with  rc,2;;trd  to  rhe  fecond 
objetlion,  it  is  manifell,  from  fun- 
dry  acls  of  parliament,  that  a  jurif- 
didlion  has  been  afligned  to  the  judges 
of  thofe  courts,  for  the  recovery  of 
penalties  upon  the  laws  of  revenue 
and  of  trade,  without  juries,  for 
■  near  a  century  paft,  fVoni  the  confi- 
dcration  (as  we  apprehend)  tliat  in 
fome  of  the  colonies  they  are  the  only 
judges  not  eki-ted  by  the  people  : 
and  fo  far  it  is  from  being  true,  that 
the  fubjfdts  in  North-America,  by 
being  deprived  in  llicle  cafes  of  trials 
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l>y  juries,  were  in  that  refpeft  diiUn- 
guiihed  from  their  fellow  fubjedb  in 
Great-Britain  j    that,    in  this  very 
inftance  of  the  (lamp  duties,  the  pe- 
nalties,    which    by    the    American 
flamp  aft    were    made    recoverable 
without  a  jury  before  a  judge  of  the 
vice-admiralty  court,  are,  by  the  laws 
now  in  force  for  collefting  the  ftamp 
duties  in  Great-Britain,  recoverable 
alfo  without  a  jury,  before  two  juftices 
of  the  peace,  with  the  like  powers  in 
both  cafes,  which  we  earneltly  wi(h 
were  not  Itill  more  ncccflary  for  the 
collcftion  of  the  public  revenue  in 
America  than  in  Great-Britain  ;  and 
which  we  Ihould  be  moft  defirous,  if 
poflible,  to  alleviate  in  both  coun- 
tries :  with   this  view,  and  to  take 
away  all  juft  occafion  for  difcontent, 
we  were  very  glad  to  find  by  the  re- 
prefentation  from  the  late  commif- 
fioners  of  the  treafury  to  his  Majefty 
in  council,  dated  on  the  4th  day  of 
July  laft,  that  the  ftrifteft  attention 
had  been  given  by  that  board  to  pre- 
vent the  inconvenience  and  injuftice 
above-mentioned,  by  a  plan  to  efta- 
blilh  three  different  courts  of  vice- 
admiralty    at    the    moft   convenient 
places,  with  proper  diltrifts  annexed 
to  each;  and  to  give  the  judges  fufR- 
cient  and  honourable  falaries  in  lieu 
of  all  poundage  and  fees  whatfoever  : 
but  we  cannot  obferve,  without  the 
higheft  concern  and  furprize,    that 
this  reprefentation,  founded  upon  a 
claufe  inferted  in  the  ftamp  adt  for 
this  very  purpofe,  and  exprefsly  cal- 
culated to  relieve  his  Majefly's  fub- 
jedts   in  North-America  from  many 
uunecefrary  hardihips  and  opprc "ions, 
to  which  they  are  now  liable  by  many 
other  laws  flill  fubillHng,  fhould  be 
totally  difi-egarded  for  feveral  months, 
and  be  fufFered  to  remain  unexecuted 
in  every  part  of  it  eveo  to  this  day  ; 
and  that  no  notice  whatever  fhould 
be  taken,  in  nny  cf  the  difpatches 
from  the   prefent   adminiftration  to 
the   governors    of    the    colonics   in 
North-America,  of  the  timely  care 
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which  had  been  employed  to  obviate 
the  objeftions  raifed  on  both  thofe 
heads :  efpecially,  as  it  is  notorious, 
that  the  meafures  to  be  purfued,  in 
confequence  of  that  minute  and  re- 
prefentation, had  been  ftilly  opened 
and  approved  in  parliament,  at  the 
time  when  the  ilamp  aft.  was  pro- 
pofed  ;  and  as  the  total  negleft  of  it 
has  given  occafion  to  great  clamour 
and  diffatisfaftion  in  the  colonies. 
We  cannot  help  further  obferving, 
that  as  the  flamp  aft  was  not  to  take 
place  till  the  ill  of  November,  if  the 
parliament  had  been  called  early, 
their  determinations,  eitlier  for  en- 
forcing or  repealing  that  law,  wo^ld 
probably  have  delivered  the  mer- 
chants and  manufafturers  here  from 
all  the  difhculties  and  diftrefs  to  which 
they  have  been  for  fo  many  month.) 
expofed  ;  nor  would  the  diforders  in 
America,  where  all  government  is 
prollrate,  have  rifen  to  fo  great  a 
height,  or  taken  fo  deep  a  root. 

3dly.  Becaufe  the  argument  which 
has  been  ufed  in  favour  of  this  hill  of 
repeal,  that  the  experiment  of  the 
ftamp  aft  has  been  tried,  and  has 
failed,  is  extremely  ill  founded ;  as 
it  manifcftly  appcr.rs  from  the  whole 
tenor  of  the  papers  laid  before  us, 
that  if  this  experiment  had  been  pro- 
perly tried,  with  the  fame  zeal  for 
its  fuccefs  with  which  it  was  firft  pro- 
pofed,  it  would  not  have  failed  in 
any  of  the  colonies :  and  that  this 
was  the  opinion  of  the  greater  part  of 
the  governors  in  North-America,  and 
of  many  of  the  moft  intelligent  and 
refpeftable  perfons  in  thofe  provinces, 
for  ibme  time  after  this  aft  was  pafled, 
is  evident  beyond  a  doubt,  from  the 
letters  of  the  former  now  upon  our 
tab!e,  and  from  the  latter  having  ap- 
plied for,  and  accepted  the  office  of 
diftributors  of  the  flamps  under  that 
att,  which  they  certainly  would  not. 
have  done,  and  thereby  have  expoied 
their  lives  and  fortunes  to  the  vio- 
lence and  outrage:,  which  they  have 
lince  undergone,    if  they  had  then 
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thoueKt  the  fuccefs  of  this  meafursin 
any  degree  precarious :  nor  have  we 
heard  of  any  impradlicability  attend- 
ing this  law  in  Jamaica  and  fiarba- 
does,  and  fome  other  of  the  Weft- 
Indi?.  iflands,  or  in  thofe  of  our  co- 
lonies in  North-America,  where  it 
has  been  executed. 

4thly.  Becaufe  a  precedent  of  the 
two  houfes  of  parliament  lending 
their  power,  from  motives  of  fear  or 
impatience  under  a  prefent  uneafi- 
ncfs,  to  overturn  in  one  month  a  plan 
of  meafures,  undertaken  with  their 
Warmeft  approbation  and  concurrence, 
after  the  moft  mature  deliberation  of 
two  years  together,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  our  revenue,  and  the  relief 
of  our  people,  will  efFeftually  dii- 
courage  all  olKcers  of  the  crown  in 
America  from  doing  their  duty,  and 
executing  the  laws  of  this  kingdom  ; 
and  is  enough  to  deter  future  mini- 
flers,  in  any  circumllances  of  diihefs 
or  danger  to  their  country,  from  op- 
pofing  their  fortitude  and  zeal  for  the 
fervice  of  the  public,  to  ftrong  com- 
binations of  private  and  particular 
interefts,  to  the  clamour  of  multitudes, 
or  the  malice  of  faftion  ;  which  muft 
neceflarily  bring  on  fuch  a  weaknefs 
and  pufillanimity  in  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  government,  as  will  foon  end 
in  the  downfal  and  ruin  of  the  ftate. 

Laftly.  Becaufe  the  repeal  of  this 
law  under  the  prefent  circumllances, 
will,  we  fear,  not  only  furrender  the 
honour  and  effential  interefts  of  the 
kingdom  now  and  for  ever,  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  but  will  alfo  deep- 
ly afFeft  the  fundamental  principles 
of  our  conftitution  ;  for  if  we  pafs 
this  bill  agaiult  our  opinion,  from 
the  threats  and  compulJion  pnblicly 
avowed  in  our  colonic,,  and  enforced 
by  the  moft  unjuftifiablc  means  within 
Great-Britain,  we  difclaim  that  Ic- 
giflative  authority  over  the  fuhjcfts, 
which  we  own  ourlclves  unable  to 
maintain.  If  we  give  our  confcnt  to 
it  here,  without  a  full  conviftion  that 
it  Ls  right,   merely  becaufe  it  bm 


pafTed  the  other  houfe,  by  declining 
to  do  our  duty  on  tlie  moil  important 
occasion  which  can  ever  prefent  itfelf, 
and  where  our  interpoiition,  for  many 
obvious  rcalbns,  would  be  peculiarly 
proper ;  we  in  cffedt  annihilate  this 
branch  of  the  leglflature,  and  vote 
ourfelves  ufelefs*  Or  if  by  pajSing 
this  bill,  we  mean  to  juftify  thofe, 
who  in  America,  and  even  in  Great- 
Britain,  have  treated  a  feries  of  Bri- 
tifli  afts  of  parliament  as  fo  many 
afts  of  tyranny  and  oppfeflion,  which 
it  is  fcarcely  criminal  to  refift ;  or 
thofe  officers  of  the  crown,  who,  un- 
der the  eye,  and  with  the  knowledge 
of  government,  have  takeii  upon 
themfelves,  whilft  the  parliament  was 
fitting,  without  its  confent,  to  fuf- 
pend  the  execution  of  the  ftamp  adt, 
by  admitting  ftiips  from  the  colonies, 
with  unftampt  clearances,  to  an  en- 
try, in  direft  violation  of  it,  which 
from  the  papers  upon  our  table  ap- 
pears to  have  been  done  ;  we  fliall 
then  give  our  approbation  to  an  open 
breach  of  the  firft  article  of  that  great 
palladium  of  our  liberties,  the  bill  of 
rights;  by  which  it  is  declared, 
•  That  the  pretended  power  of  fuf- 
p  ending  of  laws,  or  the  execution  of 
laws,  by  regal  authority,  withoat 
confent  of  parliament,  is  illegal.' 
Laftly,  If  we  ground  our  proceedings 
upon  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  have 
contended  in  this  houfe,  that  from 
the  conftitution  of  our  colonies  they 
ought  never  to  be  taxed,  even  for 
their  own  immediate  defence,  we 
fear  that  fuch  a  declaration,  by  which 
near  a  fifth  part  of  the  fubjefls  of 
Great-Britain,  who  by  the  ads  of 
parliament  to  reftrain  the  prefling  of 
feamen  in  America,  are  already  ex- 
empted from  furnilliing  men  to  our 
navy,  are  to  be  for  ever  exempted 
from  contributing  their  Ihare  towards 
their  own  iiipport  in  money  likewife, 
will,  from  the  flagrant  partiality  and 
injufticc  of  it,  either  depopulate  this 
kingdom,  or  ftiakethe  bafis  of  equal- 
ity,   a:;d  of  that  original  cOmpaft, 
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tfpom  whkh  e\rfy  fociety  is  founded  ;    Temple 
and  as  we  believe,  that  there  is  no    Abertorn 
iflftait<e  af  fuch  a  permanent  ^xetnp-     Scarfdale 
tion  of  fo  large  a  body  of  the  fubjcfts    J.  Bangor 
of  any  ftate  in  any  hilfor;*,  antient  or    Trevor 
modern,  wc  !»rs  extrcTnery  apprahen-    Hyde 
five  of  the  fatal  confequences  of  this 
unhappy   meafure ;     to   which,     for 
thefe   reafons,    in  addition   to  thofe 
contained  in  the  prbteft  of  the  nth 
of  this  month,  our  duty  to  the  Ring, 
Snd  jurtice  to  oui-  country,  oblige  us 
to  enter  this  our  folcmn  diffent. 


Marlborough 
S^andwich 
Charles  Cai-lifle 
Weymouth 
Thomas  Briftbl 
W.  Gloucefter 
Buckinghamihire  Vere 
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Dudley  and  ^»rd 

Suffolk  and  Berkfhird 

Leigh 

Briagewater 

Gowef 

Grofvcnor 

Powis 

Ker 

Lytteltoji 

Eflex 

Ferrers 

Aylesford 


R.  Durefme  Eglintoun. 

[Here  the  difput^  feems  to  have  ceafed— until  it  was  revived  the  next  fcflioti 
of  parliament  {I'/B^-j),  when  the  following  letters  and  papers  were  laid  upoa 
the  table;  which  nave  not  been  printed  before.] 

Copy  of  Mr.  Secretary  Con^way's  Cir-  which  are  the  natural,    and  I  trull 

will  be  the  certain  effects  of  fo  much 
grace  and  condefcenfion  fo  remarkably 
inanifeAed  on  the  part  of  his  Ma- 
jeily  and  of  the  parliament,  and  the 
future  happinefs  and  prosperity  of  the 
colonies,  will  very  much  depend  on 
the  telUmonies  they  fhall  now  give  of 
thefe  difpofitions. 

For  as  a  dutiful  and  afFeftionate  re- 
turn to  fuch  peculiar  proofs  of  indull 
gence  and  affeflion,  maA'  now  at  this 
great  crifis  be  a  means  of  fixing  the  mu- 
tual interefts  and  inclinations  of  Great 
Britain  and  her  colonies,  on  the  moft 
firm  and  iblid  foundations,  it  cannot 
but  appear  vifible  that  the  Icaft  cool- 
nefs  or  unthnnkfulnefs,  the  leaft  mur- 
muring or  diffatisfaftion  on  any  ground 
whatever,  of  former  heat,  or  too 
much  prevailing  prejudice,  may  fa- 
tally endanger  that  union,  and  give 
the  moft  fevere  and  afFefting  bluw  to 
the  future  interefts  of  both  coun- 
tries. 

You  would  think  it  fcarce  poflible, 
I  imagine,  that  the  paternal  care  of 
his  Majefty  for  his  colonies,  or  the 
lenity  and  indulgence  of  the  parlia- 
ment Ihould  go  farther  than  I  have 


cular  Letter  to  his  Majefy^s  Governors 
im  jfmerica^ 

St.  'James's,  Marcb'^i,  1766. 
S  I  R, 
Herewith  I  have  the  pleafure  of 
tranfmitting  to  you  copies  of  two  aftis 
of  parliament  juft  paft,  the  firft  for 
fecuring  the  juft  dependency  of  the 
colonies  on  the  mother- country,  the 
fecond  for  the  repeal  of  the  aft  of  the 
laft  feflion,  granting  certain  ftamp- 
duties  in  America ;  and,  I  expeft 
Ihortly,  to  fend  you  a  third  for  the 
indemnity  of  fuch  perfons  as  have  in- 
curred the  penalties  impofed  by  the 
act  juft  repealed,  as  fuch  a  bill  is  now 
depending,  and  has  made  a  confi- 
derable  progrefs  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons. 

The  moderation,  the  forbearance, 
the  unexampled  lenity  and  tendcrnefs 
of  parliament  towards  the  colonies,* 
which  are  fo  fignally  difplayed  in  thofe 
a€ts,  cannot  but  difpofe  the  province 
committed  to  your  care,  to  that  return 
of  chearful  obedience  to  the  laws  and 
legidative  authority  of  Great  Britain, 
and  to  thofe  fentiments  of  refpedlful 
gratitude     to    the    mother-country, 


The  variations  contained  in  the  following  notes  en  thi.  letter,  were  t^  ; 
particular  alterations  in  the  letter  fent  to  Geneial  Gage. 

[*  WRich  are  fo  fignaily  difplayed  in  thofe  afts,  cannot  but  difpofe  the 
colouits  to  ik&t  cbearful  oie^ience,  Sec.] 

N  '  aliead^ 


)■' 


$0  PRIOR       DO 

already  mentioned ;  yet  To  fulj  of  true 
magnanimity  are  the  fcntiments  of 
both,  and  fo  free  from  the  fmalleft 
colour  of  paflion  or  prejudice,  that 
they  fecm  fiot  only  dilpofed  to  forgive 
but  to  forget  thofe  moft  unjuftifiable 
marks  of  an  undutiful  difpofition  too 
frequent  in  the  late  tranfaftions  of  the 
colonies,  and  which  for  the  honor  of 
thofe  colonies  it  were  to  be  wiihed  had 
been  more  difcountenanc^d  and  dif- 
couraged  by  thofe  who  had  knowledge 
to  CPndudl  themfelvcs  otherwife. 

A  revifion  of  the  late  American 
trade  laws  is  going  to  be  the  imme- 
diate objeft  of  parliament,  nor  will 
th©  late  tranfaftions  there,  however 
provoking,  I  dare  fay,  prevent  the 
full  operation  of  that  kind  and  in- 
du'  ~'U  difpofition  prevailing  in  Loth 
his  Majefty  and  parliament,  to  give 
the  trade  and  interell  of  America 
every  relief  which  the  true  ftatc  of 
their  circumftances  demr..ided  or  ad- 
mits. 

Nothing  will  tend  more  effe£lually 
to  every  conciliating  purpofe,  and 
there  is  nothing  therefore  I  have  in 
command  more  earneflly  to  require  of 
you,  than  that  you  Ihould  exert  ycur- 
felf  *  in  recommending  it  ftrongly  to 
the  aiflembly,  thr.t  full  and  ample 
compenlation  be  made  to  thofe,  who 
from  the  madnefs  of  the  people  have 
fuff'ered  for  their  deference  to  acts  of 
the  Britifli  legiflaturc,  and  you  will 
be  particularly  attentive  that  iiich  pcr- 
fons  be  effei!lually  fecured  from  any 
further  infult,  and  that  as  far  as  in 
you  lies,  you  will  take  care  by  your 
example  and  influence,  that  they  may 
be  treated  with  that  refped  to  their 

perfons,  and  that  juUice  in  regard  to  gov£ruor  whom  no  outrage  could  pro- 
.all  their  pretcnfions  which  their  merits  vokc  to  refentmcnt,  nor  any  infult 
and  fufferings  undoubtedly  claim. —     induce   to  relax  in  his  endeavour  to 

periuade 

•  ■  J*  In  j)erfuading/y^^^/z///,  &c.] 

*  [f  I  haV6  tranfmitted  to  the  fcvcral  governors  to  lie  laid  before  the 
aflemblies,  will  Ihcw  you  the  fenfe  of  that  houfe  on  thole  points,  and  I  am 
perfuaded,  need  not  prefs  you  to  exert  your  utmult  endeavours  to  excite  every 
where  a  fpirit  of  obedience  and  fubmiflion  among  the  p:op}e.] 

^   [J  Which  ought  to  recD7nmend,  &c.] 

[jj  This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Major  James,  whofe  fjirl^cd  conduft  in 
ids  poft  at  New- York,  and  his  unprejudiced  reprefcntutiono  herj  wwvk  do  hi-n 

^  rjut* 


CU   M   E   N  T'S. 

The  refolutions  of  the  Houfe  of  Com* 
mons,  which  by  his  Majelly's  com- 
mand t  I  tranfrait  to  you  to  be  laid 
before  the  aflembly,  will  (hew  you 
the  lisnfe  of  that  houfe  on  thofe  points, 
and  am  perfuaded  it  will,  as  it  molt 
certainly  ought  to  be  the  gloiy  of  that 
affembly,  to  adopt  and  imitate  thefo 
fcntiments  of  the  Britifh  parliament, 
founded  on  the  dcarell:  principles  of 
humanity  and  juftice. 

1  mention  one  circumftance  in 
particular  that  Ihould  %  recommend 
thofe  unhappy  people,  whom  the  out- 
rage of  the  populace  had  diiven  from 
America,  to  the  ^eftion  of  all  that 
country,  which  is,  tnat  unprovoked  by 
the  injuries  they  had  fuffcred,  to  a 
forgetfiilnefs  of  what  tliey  owed  to 
truth  and  their  country,  they  gave 
their  teftimonics  with  knowledge  but 
without  paflion  or  prejudice,  and  thofe 
tellimcmies  had,  I  believe,  great 
weight  in  perfuading  the  repeal  of 
the  ftamp-atil:. 

I  have  only  to  add,  which  I  do 
with  great  pleafure,  that  every  part 
of  your  condud  has  had  the  intire 
and  hearty  approbation  of  your  fo- 
vereignil,  and  that  the  judicious  re- 
prefentations  in  favour  of  your  pro- 
vince, wliich  appear  in  your  letters 
laid  before  both  houfes  of  parliament, 
feem  to  have  their  full  weight  in  all 
thofe  partj  cf  the  American  interefts 
to  which  they  relate,  and,  as  his  Ma- 
jclly  honors  you  with  his  fulled  ap- 
probation, both  for  the  firmnefs  and 
for  the  temperance  of  your  conduct, 
fo  I  hope  your  province  will  be  fen- 
fible  cf  their  obligations  to  you,  and 
will  cordially  feel  what  tliey,ov/e  to  a 
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ferAiade  his  Majelly  to  ftew  indul- 
gence and  favour  even  to  the  offend- 
ing part  of  his  people,     lam,  Sec. 

il.  S.  Conway. 
T'o  Governor  Bernard. 

Like  letters  to  the  governors  of 
New- York,  New-'Jerfey,  Oonnedimti 
Khodc-IHand,  Virginia,  Maryland, 
North  Carolina  and  Georgia,  which, 
jnltcad  of  th6  laft  paragraphs,  con- 
clude with  the  following  one  : 

"  Your  fi'.uation,  which  has  made 
yoii  a  witnefs  of  the  dillraftions  of 
that  country,-  will  enable  you  to  form 
the  bell  judgment  of  the  behaviour 
which  your  province  ought  to  ufe 
upon  this  occafion,  and  of  the  argu- 
ments which  you  ought  to  employ  to 
enforce  the  ncccfTity  of  fuch  a  belia- 
viour  as  is  I'uitable  to  their  prefent 
tircumllances."  ■-. 

The  three  laft  paragraphs  are  omit- 
ted ill  the  lett-^rs  to  the  govoraors  of 
Pcnnfylvania,  New-Hamp(hire,  and 
South-Carolina,  which  conchidc  with 
the  para;  has  above,  vvitji  this 
addition  to  i'  nniylvania  ; 
■  •*  I  am  glad  to  find  that  things  h"ve 
remained  quiet  in  your  govcrumnt: 
By  his  Majefty's  commands  1  traufmit 
you  the  relblutions  of  the  Houft  f 
Commons,  to  be  laid  before  your  a 
fcnibly,  whoii:  you  will  at  the  fame 
time  alTure  oi  his  Majefty's  appro- 
bation of  the  wife  and  prudent  as 
well  :is  dutiful  behaviour  which  the 
province  of  Pcnnfylvania  has  heKl, 
amidll  the  too  prevailing  diftradlji,  is 
which  have  fo  generall;  agitated  the 
other  c::!onics. 

"  This  behaviour  of  your  province 
reflefts  honor  on  your  adminiftration, 
and  I  have  the  f  itisfadlion  to  inform 
you,    that   your  own  condudt  meets 


CUMENTS.  ^ 

with  his  Majefty's   approbation." 

And  to  Ncw-Hampfhirc  with  the 
following  paragraph  : 

"  By  his  Majefty's  commands,  I 
tranfmit  jo  you  the  rcfolutions  of  tlio 
Houfe  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain, 
on  the  occafion  of  the  late  dillurbances 
in  A rr erica,  to  be  laid  before  th« 
anemb:,." 

The  three  faid  laft  pungraphs  are 
likewife  omitted  to  the  governors  of 
Quebec,  Nova-Scotia,  Eaft  and  Weft- 
Florida,  and  Weft-Indi.i  Illands,  and 
the  following  one  was  made  ufe  of: 

•'  1  am  glad  to  find  rhere  have  bcfil 
no  difturbantcs  in  your  *  province  on 
this  nccdion,  and  I  im  confiilent,  I 
need  not  point  out  to  you  the  beha- 
viour which  it  becomes  the  coloni''s 
to  ufe  at  this  time,  or  the  arguments 
which  you  ov.  at  to  employ  to  enforce 
the  neiefllty  vt  fuch  a  behaviour  in 
the  prefent  iituation  of  things." 
N.  B.  The  refolutions  of  the  Houfe  of 

Commons  were  alfo  tranfn^ittcd  to 

them. 


Cc/iy  ef  a  circular  Letter  to  his  Mat 
j'Jiy^i  Governors  in  America. 

Whitehall,   "J  ly  lO,   1766. 

6  I  R, 

I  fend    ou  herewith  inc'ofed,  "  An 

Adl,    intit.i^d,    an  A61  (or  repealing 

ei  tain  Duties  in  the  Britilh    'olonies 

and  Plant,iti(,'is,    granted  by  feveral 

Atfts   of    Parhiment,    &c.    and   for 

granting  other  Duties  inftead  theic- 

of,"  which  I  make  no  ioubt  will  be 

received  and  confidered   as  a  further 

proof  of  the  king  and  p.irliament's 

.iiteniion    to  the  intertfts   and   p-'of- 

perity  of  fiis  Majefty's  American  lub- 

jeds.         1  am,  &c. 

Richmond,  &c. 


great  credit  with  all  li.y./..-  1  men.     It  is  by  his  Majefty's  commands  that  1  re- 
commend him  not  only  to  your  proteftion  but  to  your  favour. 

Your  laft  letters  of  '}<<:■  .zd  of  February  are  juic  received  :  I  cannot  now 
giv:;  you  a  paniculai  aiii'v,'  rj  your  own  knowledge  of  things  and  prudence,- 
\jill  make  any  particular  diteftion  needlefs. 

To Mdjor-GoieraUia^e.  '    ;  •       •    *.        lam,  &c.      H.  S.  Conway.]     : 

[  *  Govenmieijt.]         ;.»,  ii»  wv^'^fa  '*  I* 

•.  .'i^»1  '  ^-  -  ••'  N  2  Ce/^ 
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<^f3f  '/  ^  IfffM/wH  tit*  Mi  €  ^W- 

PHrmi  to  Sir  amy  Jifoont  Gffmrmr 
tfVew-Yvrk. 

I>  toQk  tHe  £r4  opportunity,  after 
)m<  Kfajefty  ha4  boen  n»oft  gradotifly 
fj^a&d  to  intruft  me  w^t^  t&  ieajs  of 
the  fouthern  department,  to  lay  before 
\^m  your  letter  of  the  zoth  of  June, 
dviog  an  aocount  of  the  general  fatif* 
4lQtiQn  e^pirefijed  by  all  raa)cs  and  de- 
grees qf  people  op  the  repeal  of  the 
namp-a£t,  and  likewiie  your  reafons 
for  aflenting  to  a  bill  for  proividing 
barracks,  firewood,  qandles,  bisdding 
^nd  utenfiis  for  the  kitchen  for  the 
king's  troops  as  demanded,  notwith- 
fianding  the  articles  of  fait,  vinegar, 
cyder  and  beer,  be  riot  included,  tinder 
a  pretence  that  they  are  not  provided 
for  troops  fodged  in  b^rriicks  in 
Europe. 

I  have  his  Majefty's  commands  to 
^cqwaint  yoU  of  thp  l"atisfa£lion   he 
feels  in  the  happinefs  of  his  fubjefts, 
arifing  from  the  tender  care  and  con- 
fidcration  of  his  parliament ;  but  I  am 
ordered  to  fignify  to  you  at  the  fame 
time,  that  as  it  is  the  indifpenfible 
duty  of  his  fubjefts  in  America  to 
obey   the  ads  of  the  legiflature  of 
Great-Britain,  the  king  both  expe£ts 
and  requires  a  due  and  chearful  obe- 
dience to  the  fajne  ;  and  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  his  Majefty's  province  of 
New- York,  after  the  lenity  of  Great- 
Britain  fo  rectntly  extended  to  Ame- 
wc-i,  will  not  fail  duly  to  carry  into 
execution  the  aft  of  parliament  paffed 
laft    fefficn   for  quartering  his  Ma- 
jelly's  troops,  in  the  full  extent  and 
meaning  of  the  aft,  without  referring 
to  the  ufagp  of  other  parts  of  his  Ma- 
jcfty's  dominions,  where  the  legiflature 
has  thought  proper  to  prefcribe  dif- 
ferent regulations,  and  which  cannot 
be  altered  any  mo  e  than  in  North- 
America,    except  upon   a  refpeftful 
and  well-grounded  reprefentation  of 
the    hardiiip    or    irico»\vcoience  :-— 
Thefe  confederations,  I  am  convinced. 


C  »  W  1  N  ^  S. 
OHgl  of  dievielMi  ha«e  fe  mueti 
svi^dil  with  tke  «ffiwibty  m  New. 
York,  not  only  in  the  pncfen^-con* 
jmxSiwf,  when  it  is  natural  to  fup* 
pofe  the  mi^.ds  of  -lien  retain  ^fibie 
uri^effioiM  of  nvhat  hae  latdy  pailed> 
bujt  upon  eUier  9e<:afions  whieh  mtf 
call  for  A  ready  cSbediencc,  that  f 
ginnot  think  it  neccflary  for  me  to 
enlarge further  upon  their  importano^ 
I  mult  only.  Sir,  in  general,  add^ 
that  I  hope  and  believe,  that  a  very 
little  time,  together  with  that  tem' 
perate  admtniftration  of  government, 
which  your  regard  to  the  people  under 
it  mull  make  you  naturally  incline  to, 
and  that  firmntfs  which  your  duty  to 
the  king  equally  requires,  will  allay 
whatever  remains  of  thofe  heats  which 
have  fo  unhappily  for  America  pre- 
vailed, and  which,  if  continued,  muft 
prove  of  the  moft  fatal  confisquence  to 
whatever  province  they  are  fnftered  in»' 
I  am  therefore  perfuaded,  that  the 
gflembly  will  lofe  no  occafion  that 
oiFers,  of  convincing  his  Majefty,  that 
the  people  of  New- York  will  yield  to 
no  other  part  of  his  Majefiy's  fubjefts 
in  duty,  loyalty,  and  obedience,  to 
fuch  laws  as  the  king  and  parliament 
have  thought  proper  to  enaft,  for 
their  benefit  and  proteftion. 

I  anik)  Sec.  Shelbvrne. 

Ctpy  9/ a  Lttttrfram  the  Earl  of  Shel- 
burnt  to  Governor  BerHard, 

Whitehall,  Sett,  ii,  1766. 
SIR, 
I  have  had  the  honor  to  lay  before 
the  king  your  letters  of  the  29th  of 
June  and  19th  of  July  laft,  together 
with  the  inclofures  therein  contained, 
and  I  have  received  his  Majefty's 
commands  to  communicate  them  to 
fuch  of  his  fervants  as  he  thinks  proper 
ufually  to  confutt  upon  his  moft  im- 
portant affairs,  as  foon  as  the  feafoA' 
of  the  year  will  conveniently  admit  of 
their  meeting  for  this  and  other  pur- 
pofe«.  In  the  mean  time  his  Ma- 
jefty is  extremely  forry  to  obierve  any 
degree  of  ill  temj^er  remaining  in  his 
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aolosy  of  MaflTachu&tVBay,  «r  that 
f>oints  fliould  be  fo  improperly  4^- 
tated,  as  to  tend  to  the  revival  oX  dif- 
putes  which  every  friend  to  America 
muftwilh  to  be  forgotten.  They  have 
ieen  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain 
giv6  due  attention  to  all  well-founded 
complaints  of  the  provinces,  notwith- 
ftanding  they  appeared  to  them  in 
fome  parts  not  fo  properly  urged,  and 
though  the  legiflature  will  certainly, 
on  all  juft  occadons,  exercife  and  en- 
force its  legiilative  power  over  the 
colonies,  yet  it  cannot  be  doubted 
but  it  will  exert  it  with  a  due  regard 
to  the  nature  «f  their  cgnne^on  with 
the  mother-country. 

Upon  this  occafion  it  is  proper  to 
obferve  in  general,  that  the  eale  and 
honor  of  his  Majefty's  government  in 
America  will  greatly  depend  on  the 
temper  and  wildom  of  thofc  who  are 
intruded  with  theadminiftratton  there, 
and  that  they  ought  to  be  peribns  dif- 
daining  narrow  views,  private  com- 
binations, anJ  partial  attachments. 
It  it  with  great  plea&re.  Sir,  that  I 
have  obferved  the  manner  in  which 
you  have  conduced  yourfelf  during 
the  difputes  of  the  laft  year,  which  I 
cannot  do  without  highly  approving 
your  attention  and  watchfidnefs  on 
the  one  hand  to  fupport  the  authority 
of  government,  and  on  the  other,  the 
tendemefs  and  afFe£Uon  which  ap- 
peared in  all  your  letters  towards  the 
people  under  your  government. — A 
temperate  condu6t,  founded  on  the 
true  bafl?  of  public  gtxxl,  avoiding 
all  unnecelTary  referve  where  nodiing 
arbitrary  is  thought  of,  and  nothing 
uureafonable  required,  muft  carry 
couvidlion  to  the  hearts  of  the  de- 
luded, conciliate  the  minds  of  all, 
and  infure  the  confidence  of  his  Ma- 
jeAy's  loyal  and  loving  fubje^ls  of 
America. 

Upon  thefe  condderarions  I  am  per- 
fuaded  that  the  allembiy  will  imme- 
diately, upon  their  meeting,  fall  into 
mealures  to  termiiute  all  local  dif- 
ficulties which  appear  by  jour  ac- 
counts to  have  iiicherto  prevented  that 
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ctHnpUance  whick  will  be  expeAed  bjr 
parliament,  with  the  rtcommenda^eni 
you  have  been  required  to  make',  in 
confequence  of  the  refolutions  of  \)aCk 
houfes. — It  is  impoffible  to  concdve* 
that  they  will  fuffer  any  private  con- 
fiderations  to  interfere  with  their  defire 
of  fltewing  a  proper  fienfe  of  that  pa- 
ternal regard  which  they  have  ex- 
perienced from  his  Majefty,  and  that 
attention  which  parliament  has  given 
to  their  complaints,,  which  can  never 
be  done  with  more  propriety,  than  by 
granting,  with  the  utmoft  chearfuW 
nefs,  a  juft  compenfation  tothofewfatt 
have  fuffered  by  the  late  diforders. 

I  am,  &c.  SHELRVRNa. 

Extras  of  a  Litter  from  Lieutenant  Go" 
vermr  Bull-to  Mr.  Secretary  Coirway, 
[Received  yune  30.] 
Charles-Town,  Mayg,  1766. 
SIR, 

By  the  Hilliborough  Packet  on  the 
15th  of  laft  month,  I  received  the 
horonr  of  your  letter  (a  duplicate, 
die  original  never  having  reached  me) 
dated  the  24thof  Oftolxr,  1^65,  fig- 
nifybg  his  Majefty's  pleafure  m  regard 
to  the  fuppreffion  of  riots  in  this  pro- 
vince, and  it  is  with  no  fmall  fatis- 
fadlion  I  refleft  that  my  behaviour  in 
that  delicate  conjuncture  has  been  re- 
gulated in  the  fame  manner  which 
his  Majefty  has  gracioufly  thought  fit 
to  command  his  governors  to  obferve. 

I  am  to  acquaint  yon.  Sir,  that 
wiAin  thefe  two  days  we  have  re-> 
ceived  accounts  from  various  parts 
that  the  ftamp-a£l  is  certainly  re- 
pealed, which  are  attended  with  cir* 
ciimftances  that  leave  no  room  to 
doubt  the  tritlh  thereof.  The  joy 
of  the  people  on  this  occafion  was 
dcmonftrated  by  running  almoft  to 
excefs,  at  the  thoughts  of  being  re- 
lieved, not  only  from  the  diftrefs 
which  the  prefent  ftagfflation  of  bu- 
finefs  bod  brought  on  them,  but  alfo 
fronv  the  apprehenfions  of  having 
farther  burthens  laid  upon  them;  and, 
although  I  expe&.  the  arrival  of  Lord 
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Charfcs  Montague.*  our  goyernor,  every 
"^i  t)iie  irkfomeAefs  of  the  late  reftraint 
iendtti  the  people  fo  impatient  of 
■waxing  for  any  further  confinnation 
of  this  agreeable  news,  that  ti  the 
lepea!  operatpi  from  the  day  the  king 
gives  hit  royal  aflent  to  the  bil}j  all 
the  ttfoal  channds  of  bufinefs  are  now 
opened,  and  with  them  a  profpe6i  of 
good  order,  tranquility,  and  prof- 
jpeiity  through  the  province,- 

Covtrner  Sir  Hinry  Moore^y  Lttttr  to 

Mr,  Secretary  Coniuay. 
IReeiUved  July  6,    hy  Major-Ceneral 
Burt  on. '\ 
Fort-George^   New-7'ori, 
S  I  R,  May  27,  1766. 

'  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your 
latter*  by  the  hands  of  Major  James,  • 
and  at  the  fame  time  difpatches  for 
tbe  reft  pf  his  Majefty's  govemorj,  all 
which  were  forwarded  to  them  within 
k'  few  hours  after  they  were  landed. 
As  the  general"  allbnibly  of  this  pro«> 
■«ince  wall  meet  in  a,  few  days,  I  Ihall 
idien  have  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
whiat  imprelHon  has  been  made  on 
their  minds  by  the  fignal  favours  al- 
«cady  conferred  on  them  by  his  Ma- 
jefty  and  his  parliament,  and  what 
letums  of  gratitude  they  are  inclined 
tei  make.  Nothing,  on  my  part, 
fiiall  be  wanting  to  bring  back  to 
riieir  duty  thpfe  who  have  been  im- 
Bo£ed  on  and  mifled,  and  I  (hall,  in 
the;  ftiongcft  manner,  recommend  to 
idie  aflembly  the  cafe  of  thofe  perfons 
wha  were  fufterers  in  the  late  corns 
Bjoiions,  that  they  may  have  a  ^ull 
•comp^nfotion  made  tto.  them  for  the 
foffes  they  fuftained,  hv;the  hally  and 
iil-timcd  proceedings  of  the.populace. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

*    H»  Moore. 


Co<vermr  Sir  Henry  Moons  Letter. 

[Retei'ved  the  z^th  of  July-'^ 

<  Foil -George,  Ne-w-t'ork^ 

S  I  R,  June  20,   1766. 

The  pacquet   Haying    fuftered   fo 

stack  in  her  lall  voyage  as  to  Hand 
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in  need  of  fome  confiderable  reptfo 
rations  before  fhc  could  venture  to  fe» 
aeain,  I.  am  enabled,  by  the  delay 
which  this  misfortune  has  occafioned, 
to  tranfmit  to  you  fome  accounts  of 
our  pi;oceeding8  here,  fince  I  had  the 
honor  of  your  letter,  notifying  the 
repeal  of  the  ftamp-aft,  The  ge- 
neral aflembly  havirig  defired,  at  the 
clofe  of  the  laft  feilion,  to  fit  again  in 
.the  fpring  for  the  difpatch  of  fome 
■bufinefs,  their  meeting  was  put  off, 
by  different  prorogations,  till  the  nth 
day  of  this  month,  and  1  have  here 
jnclofed  my  fpeecb  at  the  opening  of 
the  feflions,  and  the  addrefl'es  of  the 
council  and  aflembly.  From  the  ge- 
neral fatisfadlion  which  was  exprefled 
here  by  all  ranks  and  degrees  of 
people,  1  had  all  the  reafon  to  expeft, 
that  the  earlieft  opportunity  would 
have  been  taken  to  ftiew  their  gra- 
titude for  fuch  fignal  favours  received  j 
you  may  then  eafily  judge,  Sir,  how 
much  I  was  furprized  to  find  myfelf 
difappointed  in  my  expedations ;  for, 
upon  General  Gage's  application  to 
me  for  bedding,  utenfils,  &c.  agree- 
able to  the  adt  qf  parliament  for  his 
Majefty's,  troops  then  under  orders  of 
march  for  this  city,  the  coufideration 
of  tlie  meflTage  I  feiit  was  poitpOncd 
till  after  the  arrival  of  the  iroops,  by 
which  they  were  put.  to  very  great 
inconveniences,  and  afterwards  fuch 
refolutions  were  entered  into  that  ap- 
peared to  me  as  evafive  as  they  were 
unexpcdted..  After  informing  the  ge- 
neral with  what  had  paflbd,  1  fcnt  a 
fecond  nieffiige,  which  was  ordered 
in  fuch  a  mamier  As  to  require  a  ca- 
tegorical aiilwer,  which  laid  them 
under  fome  difficulties;  for,  although 
it  appeared  plainly,  that  tiic-y  did  not 
choofe  to  Ihew  tliat  obedience  which 
was  due  to  an  adt  of  parliament,  it 
was  as  evident  that  they  were  too  ap- 
prehenfive  of  the  ill  coniequences 
which  would  attend  their  refining  (a 
compjy  with  it.  They  have  now  or- 
dered a  bill  to  be  brought  in,  for 
providing  fearracks,  fire-wood,  can- 
_      .  dle^. 
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din,  bedding,  and  utenfils  for  the 
kitchen  as  demanded,  but  the  ai^ 
ticles  of  fait,  vinegar,  and  cyder  or 
beer,  are  not  to  be  ihcinded  in  tht 
bill,  being  furnifhed  with  this  pre- 
tence to  leave  them  out,  that  they 
are  not  provided  in  Europe  for  his 
Majelly's  troops  which  are  in  bar- 
racks ;  and,  as  the  General  is  fatis- 
iied  that  nothing  more  cun  be  ob- 
tained at  this  time,  I  hope  that  I 
(hall  be  thought  to  aft  for  his  Ma- 
jefty's  lervice  in  pafling  the  bill  in  its 
prefent  ftate,  for  the  difiicultics  which 
would  arife  in  the  other  colonies  upon 
a  like  application  from  their  gover- 
nors, may  by  this  ftep  be  obviated,  as 
I  am  perfuaded,  from  what  I  have 
feen,  that  the  example  of  this  pro- 
vince, in  making  the  provifion  re- 
quired, will  have  a  greater  influence 
on  the  proceedings  of  the  others  than 
any  other  motive  whatfoever,  and  it 
will  appear  on  the  minutes  of  the  af- 
fembly,  that  I  made  the  fame  demand 
during  their  lalt  fclTion,  without  being 
able  to  obtain  the  fmallelt  fum  for 
that  purpofe.  This,  Sir,  is  a  bare  re- 
lation of  what  has  paifed  here,  with- 
out aggravating  or  extenuating  any 
one  circumftance,  and  as  matters  of 
faft  fpcak  bell  for  tlwmfelves,  I 
thought  it  proper  to  lay  the  whole  of 
this  proceeding  before  you,  as  it  will, 
at  one  view,  ihew  the  deference  hertf 
paid  to  adts  of  parliament,  and  what 
may  be  our  txp-dations  ori  a  future 
occafion  ;  you  wil  be  pleafsd  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  my  melTagc  is  treated 
merely  as  a  requiiltion  made  here, 
and  that  they  have  carefully  avoided 
the  leaft  mention  of  the  aft  on  which 
it  is  founded,  i.nci  it  is  my  opinion, 
that  every  aft  of  parliament,  when 
not  backed  by  a  iufhcient  power  to 
enforce  it,  will  meet  with  the  fame 
fate  here.     I  am,  &c.  ' 

To  the  Right  Hon.  H.  MooRB. 

H.  S.  Ccnway. 

The  Speech  of  his  Excellenty  Sir  Henry 
Moore,   Bart.    Captain-General  and 
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Geverntr  in  Chief,  in  an  J  over  fi* 

Prwhtetof  NeruhT'ork,  and  lie  f*.- 
•    rittries  deptndittg  thereon  in  America^ 

Vite-Admtrcd  and  Chancellor  of  iia. 
fame. 
To  the  Council  and  General  Affemhly  ^ 
the  faid  Province. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  and  Gou' 
tlemen  of  the  General  AffinAly^ 

I'he  general  fatisfaftion  which  Jias 
been  diffufed  throughout  the  colonict 
on  the  late  favourable  proceedings  of 
the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  in  the 
repeal  of  the  llamp-aft,  and  the  im- 
prefiion  made  on  the  minds  of  the 
people  on  receiving  fuch  diftinguift- 
ing  marks  of  his  Majefty's  favour  and 
protedftion,  have  induced  me  to  give 
you  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  making 
thofe  acknowledgements  of  duty  and 
fubmiiiion,  which  on  fuch  an  occailoa 
muft  arife  in  the  breaft  of  every  in- 
dividual. The  mifreprefentations 
heretofore  made  by  artful  and  de- 
figning  perfons,  have  had  their  tScQi 
in  impofmg  on  the  weak  and  cre- 
dulous, and  falfe  hopes  and  fears  are 
now  conceived  by  thofe,  who,  from 
their  fituation,  can  only  fee  and  hear  at 
a  diftance,  and  of  courfe  are  eafil/ 
impofed  on.  Let  it  Be  your  concern 
to  undeceive  the  dWuded,  and,  by 
the  powerfiil  examples  of  your  own 
condmdl,  bring  back  to-a  fcnfe  of 
their  duty,  •  ^qfe'  who  have  bcea 
mifled,  tharnothing  which  can  carry 
with  it  the  leaft  refcmbJance  of  former 
he:it  and  prejudice  may  be  fuffercd  to 
prevail,  and  the  minds,  of  thofe  who 
are  too  eafily  agitated,  be  difpofed  to 
a  chearful  obedience  to  the  laws,  and 
to  lentiinents  of  refpeftful  gratitude 
to  the  mother-country. 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Affemhly^ 

I  muft  at  this  time  recommend  to 
your  particular  attention  the  cafe  of 
({lofe  unfortunate  perfons,  who  from 
the  licentioufnefs  of  the  populace  have 
fullered  for  their  deference  to  the  afts 
of  the  Britilh  legiflature :  I  flatter 
myfelf,  that  they  who  fue  to  thi» 
houfe  for  jufUce  will  never  fue  ia 
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^Plun,  and  tkat  it  will  be  so  uamte* 
Dil  taik  fbv  this  prov}nce<  te  mt»  the 
lead  on  fuch  an  occa&m,  and*  by 
ataking  a  full  and  ample  coaspenfation 
to  the  fuiFeren  for  their  good*  and 
«ffeft*deftrojred,  fliewi  to  flic  neigh- 
bouring  proviacesv  by  an  example 
great  a»  well  as  juft,  the  fenfe  which 
IS  here  entertained  of  the  benefits 
lately  received.  The  refolutions  of 
the  Houfr  of  Commons  have,  by  his 
Majefty's  commands,  been  tranfmitted 
to  me,  in  order  to  be  laid  before 
you :  thefe  fufEciently  fliew  the  fenfe 
•f  that  auguft  ailembly  on  this  point, 
whofe  fentiments  it  fhonld'  be  your 
glory  to  adcJpt  and  imitate,  as  thejy 
are  fo  evidently  founded  on '  the 
deareft  principles  of  humanity  and 
jttftice.  This  carries  its  own  recom- 
mendadon'  with  it,  and  makes  it 
needlefs  for  me  to  enfopce  by  argu- 
msnt»,  a  meafure,  which  at  the  fame 
time  it  will  do  honounto  the  province, 
will  Ihewi  yourfelves  not  unworthy  of 
that  royal  condefceniion  and  pro- 
tedion  which  have  been  manifefted 
on  the  late  interefting  occafion. 

GetuJttiun  of  the  Council,  and  Gen" 
tktiun  of  the  General.  Affmbly, 

I-have  nothing  more  in  particnlar 
to  lay  before  youat  this  junftuie,  and 
ihall  b©  cxtr«nely  happy,  to  (hew  my 
wady  ooncumence  with;  you  ih.  peo- 
nrotin^  every  moafare-whidi:  can  tend 
to  the  feivice.of  his  Majefty,.  andlthn 
welfare  of  the  people; 

New-Kierh  H.  Moortb. 

June  It,  if6(u 

■I     ■        I  II    

fJi   /&»>   Excellency   Sir  Hetny  Moere^ 
Barf.  Captain*  Gititralcitrti'Go'vertior 
in  Chief  in  ecil-oftur  t  e  Prexvince  of 
ktw-Tork,   cmi  the  Ttrritr.riey  de- 
ptnding  in  Jimtrica,   Clxtncellor  and 
Vite-Admiralof  the  fame. 
fh$  him^e  Adirejs  of  the  Cmncil  of 
the  Province  of  NetU'Tcrk. 
May  it  fUafeycur  Excellency, 
The  council,    inipreffed  with  the. 
^warmeft  fentiments  of  duty  and  gra^ 
,  tituck  to  liis  Majefty,    for  tlie  late 
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moft  diftinguifliina  mark  of  royal 
favoor  and  proteAion,  and  filled  with' 
the  higheft  fenfe  of  the  great  wifdom« 
juftioe  and  moderation,  manifeiled  in 
the  proceedings  of  that  auguft  body 
the  Britiih  parliament,  return  your 
Excellency  tneir  unfeigned  thanks  for 
this  early  communication  of  an  event 
fo  ardently  hoped  for,  and  fo  highly 
AitisfaAory  to  thefe  colonies. 

To  undeceive  the  deluded,  and  tci 
bring  back  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty 
the  mifguided  and  prejudiced,  have 
been  the  fixed  ohjeAs  of  our  attention, 
fenfible  that  where  fubmifiion  to  the 
laws  is  wanting,  anarchy  and  con^ 
fuTion  muft  enfur:  evils  the  moft  t» 
be  dreaded,  as  they  are.  the  mod;  per- 
nicious to  fociety.  And:  you.  may  be 
affiiped.  Sir,  that  nothing  (hall  be 
wanting  on  our'  part  v»  inculcate  it| 
the  mindS'  of  the  people;  a  thorou^ 
fenfe  of  the  obedience  they  owe,  the 
dependence  they  ftand  in,  and  the 
benefits  they  receive  from  their  moft 

Sracious  fovereign,  and  their  guar-^ 
ians  the  Britilh  patiiaraent,  con- 
fident that  the  colonies  in  general^ 
will,  by  their  conduft,  fhew  them- 
felves  deferving  of  every  mark  of 
royal  &vQur  and  indulgence. 

We  Ihall,  at  all  times,  chesrfdlly 
and  read^y  concur  with  your  Exceii. 
lenay  in  promoting-  every  meafure 
which  can  tend  to  the  feryice  of  H« 
Majeftyi  and  the-  happinci's  and  prof* 
perity  of  the  colony.  By  order  of 
thei  council, 

NevtrTorkl  Daniel  HoRTSMANDEN, 
7ir«i  I4,.I766.  Speaker. 

To'which  his  Excellency  wfis  pleafed 
to  return  the  following  anfwer. 
Gentlemen, 
I  return-  you  many  thanks  for  this 
addrefs,  as  the  rcntiments  you  exprefs 
therein  muft  fo  manifeftly  tend  to  the 
cilablifliment  of  the  happinefs  and 
profperity  of  your  country. 
Fort  George,  Neiv-lori, 
yum  i6t  1766. 
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lNDEN, 
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JJJrt/s  of  tht  Houfe  tf  Affmhlf  of 
New-York, 

■^0  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Mibre, 
Baronet,  Captain-General  and  Go- 
vernor in  Chief,  in  and  over  the 
Colony  of  New-Tork,  and  the  'J'tr- 
ntories  depending  thereon  in  America, 
Chancellor  and  Fice-Admiral  of  the 
fame. 

The  humble  Addrtfs  of  the  General  Af- 
femhly  of  thejaid  Colony. 
May  it  fleafeyour  Excellency  % 
Wc  his  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and 

loyal  fubje£^s  the  general  aflembly  of 

ithe  colony  of  Ntfw-York,  return  your 

Excellency  our  hearty  thanks  for  your 

Speech. 
The  recent  ihftance  of  his  Nlajefty*« 

elder  concern  for  the  rights  and  11- 
rties  of  his  American  fubjeAs,  and 
the  iignal  proof  of  the  joflice  and  im- 
partiality of  the  Britifli  parliament,  in 
the  repeal  of  the  ftamp-aft,  will,  wc 
doubt  not,  add  new  ardour  to  their 
•ffeAion  for  his  facred  perfon  and  go- 
vernment, and  augment  their  eftftm 
and  veneration  for  his  auguft  par- 
liament. 

And  as  Wis  conceive  it  our  honor 
and  happinefs  to 'participate  in,  and 
to  the  utmoft  of  our  power  to  promote 
and  inculcate  the  warmeft  gratitude 
for  every  inilance  of  moderation  and 
juiHce  in  the  grand  legtflature  of  the 
nation,  io  we  fliall  negleft  no  op- 
portunity to  difcountenance  and  fup- 
prefs  every  mifreprefentation  tending 
to  extinguifh  or  abate  fuch  becoming 
fentiments,  and  to  promote  by  ouh 
influence  and  example,  a  chearful 
obedience  to  the  laws,  and  a  re- 
fpedlful  conduft  to  the  mother- 
country. 

The  refolutions  of  the4ionourable 
houfe  of  commons  r^fpefting  the  fuf- 
ferers  in  the  late  commotions,  we 
fhall  confider  with  all  the  deference 
due  to  the  fentiments  of  that  il- 
luilrious  aflembly,  and  we  return 
your  Excellency  our  htfarty  thanks 
for  your  affurance  of  your  ready 
iioncurrcncc     in     promoting     every 
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meafure  which  may  tend  to  the  fer* 
vice  of  hii  Majefty,  and  the  welfare 
of  the  people*  By  order  of  the  ge- 
neral aflemoly, 

AJemily-Chamher,  W.  NicoLl,  Sp'. 
City  of  HevfTork,  June  i6,  1760, 

To  which  his  Ejccellency  was  pleafed 
to  return  the  following  anfwer.  ' 
Gentlemen  of  the  General  Affrmhly^ 
I  return  you  my  thahks  for  thia 
addreft.  It  is  hoped  froni  the  fen- 
timents you  entertain  of  the  bene- 
fits lately  received,  that  thofe  who 
have  at  heaft  the  profperity  of  theif 
country,  will  not  negleA  fo  favoui*- 
able  ah  opportunity  of  diftinguifhing 
themfelves  as  that  which  now  offers, 
by  promoting  whatever  may  be  ne- 
ceffary  towards  the  fettling  on  a  laft- 
ing  foundation,  the  mutual  intereftsof 
Great- Britain  and  her  colonies. 

Copies  of  3ir  Henry  Moore's  tivo  Mef 

fages  to  the  Houfe  of  Affemhly  ofNeva- 

Tork,'  and  the  Anftuers,  in  his  Letttt 

of  June  20,  xifd. 

Copy  cf  Sir  Henry  Maori* s  firft  Mef- 

fage  to  the  Hotlfe  tf  AJembly, 

June  13,  1766. 
A  return  of  his  Majelty's  forces 
Under  orders  of  march  for  this  city, 
having  been  ftnt  to  me  by  his  Ex  • 
cellency  General  Gage,  I  take  the 
earlieft  opportunity  otlaying  it  before 
you,  and  hope  you  will  give  the  nc- 
celTary  directions,  that  fufHcient  quar- 
ters, bedding,  utenfils.  Sec.  may  be 
provided  for  the  reception  of  the  of- 
ficers and  foldiers  fpecified  in  the  faid 
return,  agreeable  to  the  aft  of  par- 
liament. 
Anfwer  of  the  Houfe  of  AJfembly  to  the 

above  Mejfage. 
AJ/imbly -Chamber,    City  of  Nenv-Tork, 
Die  Jovis,  9  h.  A,  M.  the  igth 
offline,   1766. 
The  houfe,  according  to  order,  re- 
folved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  th« 
whole  houfe    upon  his    Excellency's 
meffage  of  the  i3thinftant,  recom- 
mending  the  making   provifion   for 
O  quarters, 
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quarters,  bedding,  uterUtU,  kc.  for 
a  number  of  trdops  mentioned  in  a 
return  accompanying  the  faid  mef- 
iaee  ;  after  lome  time  fpent  in  con- 
fidering  the  fame,  Mr.  Speaker  re- 
fumed  the  chaif,  and  Mr.  Philip  Li- 
vingfton  reported  the  refolutions  of 
the  committee*  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  at 
vte  table,  where  the  fame  was  again 
read,  and  are  as  follow ;  viz. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  conunittee,  that  the  general  af- 
iPembly  of  this  colony  have  always 
been  read/ and  w!lline  to  comply  with 
every  requiiltion  made  to  them  by 
order  and  for  the  fervice  of  his  Ma- 
jefty«  nor  can  tltey  recolledt  one  Angle 
Hiftance  wherein  they,  have  with-held 
the  aid  requefted. 

.  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee,  that  the  requifition 
'new  made  by  the  abov«-mentioned 
iae&ge,  is  of  fuch  a  nature  and  ten- 
dency, that  ihould  it  be  granted,  the 
cxpence  might,  and  probably  would. 
Very  foon  exceed  the  ability  of  this 
colony  to  pay,  as  the  number  of 
troops  that  may  from  time  to  time 
require  &e  like  prrndfion,  are  to  this 
committee  entirely  unknown,  and  the 
articles  required  for  the  greateft  part, 
as  this  committet  is  informed,  unpre- 
cedented. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee,  that  the  requifition 
now  made  will  amount  at  lead  to 
three-pence  per  day  for  each  private 
man,  exclofive  of  beds  and  bedding. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee,  that  the  houfe,  upon 
a  proper  requifition  from  the  crown 
for  that  purpofe,  (hould  be  at  the 
expence  of  furnifliing  barracks,  bed- 
ding, utenfils  for  drefling  vidluals, 
'  and  iiirewood,  and  candles,  f.)r  a  pro- 
portionate part  of  the  troops  with  the 
jeft  of  the  colonics,  which  the  com- 
mittee conceivei  is  as  much  as  can 
reafonably  be  expefled. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee,    that  his    Majelly's 


fervice  cannot  in  the  leafl  fuflTer  by 
the  non-compliance  of  the  houfe  with 
this  requifition,  becaufe  the  troops 
have  hitherto  fubfifted  very  well  with- 
out any  fuch  provifion,  and  if  that 
was  not  the  caft,  a  fum  of  money  to 
the  amount  of  JC-399^>  "  "°w  re- 
maining in  the  trealury  of  this  colony, 
fub)c£l  to  the  order  of  the  commander 
in  chief  of  his  Majefty's  troops  in 
North- America,  which  he  may  apply 
for  the  fervice  of  his  Majefty's  forces, 
as  he  thinks  proper. 

And  the  faid  refolutions  having 
been  read  a  fecond  time  : 

Refolved,  That  the  houfe  do  agree 
with  the  committee  in  the  foregoing 
refolutions. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  and 
Colonel  Livingfton  wait  upon  his  Ex- 
cellency with  the  foregoing  refo- 
lutions. By  order  of  the  general  af- 
fembly,       Abraham  Lott,  Clerk. 

Copy  of  Sir  Henry  Moore's  fecon J  Mef- 
fage  to  the  Houfe  of  Affembly, 

June  zo,   17pp. 

A  copy  of  the  refolutions  of  the 
houfe  of  affembly,  in  anfwer  to  my 
meflage  of  the  ijthinftant,  recom- 
mending the  making  provifion  for 
quarters,  bedding,  utenfils,  &c.  foi- 
his  Majefty's  troops  then  under  orders 
of  march  foh  this  city,  having  been 
fent  to  his  Excellency  the  general, 
\  yefterday  evening  received  a  letter 
from  him,  of  which  the  following  is 
an  extraft. 

"  The  fum  of  3990  pounds^ 
which  the  houfe  mentions  to  be  re- 
maining in  the  treafury  of  this  colony, 
fu' jeft  to  the  order  of  the  commander 
in  chief  of  his  Majefty's  forces  iii 
North-America,  I  undcrftand  was  left 
there  by  Sir  JefFery  Amherft,  to  be  re- 
turned to  the  province,  as  the  fervice  of 
the  public  did  not  require  it  to  be  drawn . 
If  the  houfe  means  that  fum  as  a  fund 
to  be  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  quar- 
tering his  Majefty's  forces,  it  will  cer- 
tainly anfwer  as  well  as  any  other 
fund  they  might -appropriate  to  t'lnt 
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«re,  a»  far  as  it  will  go.  But  I  Hiould 
be  glad  to  be  informed,  whether  it  is 
the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  houfe 
of  aflembly,  that  the  commander  in 
chief  of  his  Majefty*s  forces  flvould 
draw  for  the  above  wm  of  j(^.  3990,  or 
fuch  parts  thereof  as  there  may  be 
occafion  fof,  to  indemnify  the  ma- 
giftrates  for  the  expences  they  may 
incur  in  quartering  his  Majefty's 
troops,  according  to  the  aft  of  parlia- 
ment pa/Tcd  the  laft  feflions  of  par-* 
liament  for  quartering  his  Majefty's 
forces  in  North-America." 

As  by  this  extract  it  appears  that  a 
farther  explication  is  required  of  that 
para^aph  in  the  meflfage  of  yefterday 
relative  to  the  fum  of  money  therein 
mentioned  to  be  lying  in  the  treafury, 
and  at  the  difpofal  of  the  commander 
in  chief  of  his  Majefty's  troops.  The 
houfe  of  ai&mbly  is  defired  to  inform 
me,  on  what  conditions  the  general 
is  to  draw  for  that  money,  and 
whether  he  is  to  take  it  on  the  terms 
mentioned  in  his  letter  or  not,  that 
no  time  may  be  loft  in  furniihing  tho 
neceiTarieA  for  the  troops. 

Anf'wtr  It  Sir  Henty  Moere*s  fitend 

Mefage  fp  tht  Uoujt  of  JJfembfy,  oh 

the  20lh  of  June,  1766. 

Die  Luna,  3  h.  /*,  M,  the  z^d  tf 
Jme,  1766. 

The  houfe,  according  to  order,  re- 
folved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe  upon  his  Excellency's 
meflage  of  the  20th  inftant,  relating 
to  the  quartering  of  his  Majefty's 
forces  in  this  colony.  After  feme 
tune  fpent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  re- 
fumed  the  chair,  and  Mr-  Philip  Li- 
vingfton  reported  tne  refolutions  of 
the  committee,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  table,  where  the  fame  were  aga^n 
sead,  and  agreed  to  by  the  hpufe,  apd 
are  as  follow ;  viz, 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee,  that  it  is  impoftible 
for  the  general  aflembly,  in  juftice  to 
Jheir  conftituents,  to  raife  or  appro- 
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priate  any  fi^id  for  fvrnUbing  his  Ma- 
jefty's forces  in  the  manner  required 
b^  his  Excellency^  Ibr  the  reafons 
given  in  the  refolutions  of  the  houfe 
of  the  igt\i  inftant.  But,  as  the  ge- 
neral aflembly  have  always  been  ready 
to  promote  his  Majefty's  fervice  as 
far  as  they  were  ali|fc,  confiftentwith 
their  duty  to,  and  a  due  regard  for  tlw 
int*eft  of  their  conftituents,  th« 
committee  are  of  opinion,  that  pro- 
vifion  fllould  be  made  for  furniftiing 
the  barracks  in  the  dties  of  New- 
York  and  Albany,  with  beds,  bed- 
ding, fire-wood,  candles,  and  utenfils 
for  dreffing  of  viftuals  for  two  bat- 
talions, not  exceeding  five  hundred 
men  each,  and  one  company  of  ar- 
tillery for  one  year. 

Refolved,  That  the  exP«*ces  to 
accrue  by  virtue  of  the  foregoing  «- 
lolutions,  bo  made  payable  out  of  the 
money  now  remaining  in  the  treafury, 
oy  virtue  of  an  aft  paflfed  the  20th  o£ 
March,  176a,  intituled,  "  An  Aft, 
dlreftrng  the  treafurer  of  this  colony 
to  pay  the  commander  in  chief  of  all 
his  Majefty's  forces  in  North- America* 
the  fum  of  jC-4790  for  his  Majefty'$ 
fervice,  to  be  repaid  wl^en  his  Ma- 
jefty  fliall  think  proper." 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  be  brought  in 
purfuant  to  the  faid  refolutions,  and 
that  Mr.  Philip  Livingfton  and  Mr^ 
Douw  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Livingftoi| 
^nd  Mr.  Ten  Brock  wait  upon  hi^ 
Excellency  with  the  foregoing  re- 
folutions. By  qrder  of  the  generiil 
aflembly, 

Abraham  Lotv,  Ckrk. 

ExtraSi  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant- 
Go-vernor  Golden  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Conway. 

[Received  July  «J.] 

Nevj-fork,  June  24,  1766. 

The  governor,  in  obedience  to  his 

Majefty's  command,  having  laid  ber 

fore  the  ^flTembly  of  this  province  the 

refolutions  of  the  Houfe  of  Comiqoni 

of  Great  Britain,  for  the  payment  of 

O  2  loftee 
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lofics  any  perfon  has  fadamed  in  the 
late  riots  for  his  deference  to  the  afts 
of  the  Britifh  legiflature ;  I  fent  in 
an  account  of  things  I  ha4  dedrovad 
by  the  mob  in  the  night  of  the  firlt  of 
November  laft,  when  they  broke  open 
iny  coach-houfe.  Had  burnt  my  cha- 
riot. Sec.  The  lots  and  value  of  the 
things  loft  were  proved  by  jny  fan's 
oath,  amounting  to  the  fum  of  one 
hundred  and  pinety-fivc  pounds,  three 
Shillings.  Major  James  had  petitioned 
to  have  compenfation  for  his  lofles 
fuftained  at  that  time,  and  his  pe- 
tition being  referred  to  a  committee 
of  the  whple  houfe,  my  account  was 
referred  to  the  fame  committee,  to- 
gether with  the  accounts  of  fome 
Other  perfons  whd  fuffiered  at  the 
fame  time  by  the  mOb.  The  metho4 
the  alfembly  has  taken  of  refuting  any 
^compenfation  to  me,  is  by  the  com- 
Tnittees  pafling  my  demand  over  in 
filence,  and  reporting  in  favour  of 
the  others,  and  I  am  aitured  this  is 
their  refolution. 


Co^ernor  Franklin's  Letter  to  Mr,  Se- 
cretary Conway, 
[Received  July  2 5. J 
Perth  Atnboy,  June  1 9,   1 766. 
SIR, 

I  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your 
two  letters  of  the  ift  and  31ft  of 
March  with  the  two  afts  of  par- 
fiament,  and  the  refolutions  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  which  were  con- 
tained in  the  laft.  I  immediately 
fummoned  the  council  and  aftembly 
to  meet  at  this  place,  when  I  laid 
thofe  papers  before  them,  and  recom- 
mended it  to  them  to  return  their 
ihanks  and  acknov/ledgments  to  his 
Majefty  and  his  parliament,  for  their 
great  gopdnefs  and  cQndefcenfion  in 
relieving  this  country  from  the  diffi- 
ctiltics  occafioned  by  the  ftamp-aft. 
Thip  they  have  unanimouily  agreed 
to  do,  and  their  addrelTes  will,  I  be- 
lieve, be  tranfmitted  to  their  agent  in 
.'England  by  this  opportunity,  and  I 
have  reafon  to  think  that  you  will 


find  them  filled  with  the  warmeft  ex- 
preflions  of  duty  and  gratitude.    I^, 

fives  me  great  pleafure,  that  I  have 
een    able,     through    all    the   late 
difturbances,   to  preferve    the  tran- 

Suility  of  this  province,  notwith- 
anding  the  endeavours  of  fome  to 
fUmulatc  the  populace  to  fuch  a£ls  aa 
have  difgraced  the  colonies. 

The  wifdom  of  the  prefent  meafurei 
have  already  had  the  beft  efFefts  iti 
America,  and  afford  the  pleafing 
profpeft  of  an  uninterrupted  harmony 
between  the  two  countries. 

The  legiflature  is  ftill  fitting,  an^ 
in  all  probability  we  fhall  have  an 
amicable  felTion  :  I  fend  herewith  a 
copy  of  my  fpeech  to  the  counci'.  and 
affembly  on  tnis  occafion,  and  ao  '""■or) 
as  I  can  obtain  a  copy  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, I  fhall  do  myfclf  the  honour 
of  tranfmitting  it  to  you  like  wife. 
I  am,  &c. 

To  the  Ri^ht Hon.     Wm,  Franklin. 
H,  8.  CoHivay, 

Extras  of  a  Letter  from   Gowernor 

Bernard  to  Mr.  Secretary  Conway. 

lRecei<ved  Au^ufi  2.] 

Bofion,  June  29,  1766. 
I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your 
letter  of  March  31ft  on  the  31ft  of 
May,  three  days  after  the  affembly 
was  met  at  the  ufual  time.  I  have 
been  very  defirous,  that  at  the  time  I 
acknowledged  this  receipt,  I  fhould 
alfo  inform  you,  that  the  affembly 
had  complied  with  his  Majefty's  re- 
commendation to  indemnify  the  fuf- 
ferers.  But  I  am  forry  to  fay,  that 
after  having  waited  a  month  for  this 
purpofe,  and  during  that  time  have 
ufed  all  means  in  my  power  to  prev  A\ 
on  them  to  give  this  proof  of  their 
gratitude  and  duty,  I  was  obliged  laft 
evening  to  difmifs  them,  without 
their  having  done  any  thing  towards 
indemnifying  the  fufferers,  and  with- 
out tiie  leaft  afjurance  that  they  ever 
intended  to  do  it.  I  fhall,  with  the 
firft  opportunity,  give  your  honor  an 
exaft  detail  of  this  whole  affair,  fel- 
ting 
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khtg  It  in  one  view,  and  in  a  true 
light.  At  prefent  I  write  only  for  a 
Ihip  which  :s  to  fail  to-morrow,  and 
am  obliged  to  be  Ihort  in  what  I  have 
to  write  to  day. 


^xtraJi  of  a  Lttttr  from  Lieutenant- 
'  Go'veruor  faujuief  to  Mr.  Secretary 

Cen'naj.     [Received  Augufi  i'^.'] 

fVilliamfiurgh,   Virginia, 
June  zj,   fjp6. 

I  have  been  honoured  within  thefe 
few  days  with  your  favour  of  the  31ft 
of  March,  with  the  two  afts  of  par- 
liament and  votes  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  with  their  duplicates. 
The  unexampled  favours  thc'colonics 
have  received  from  the  indulgence  of 
their  mother-country,  and  the  liill 
further  benefits  you  give  them  reafon 
10  hope  for,  furely  demand  the  ftrong- 
<ft  returns  of  afTeftioH,  duty  and  obe- 
dience, which  it  is  in  their  power  to 
give. 

It  (hall  be  my  part,  by  «vtry  means 
in  my  power,  to  endeavour  to  bring 
this  about,  and  I  fliall  obey  his  Ma- 
jefty's  commands  in  laying  the  whole 
before  the  aflfembly,  and  make  ufe  of 
fuch  arguments  and  meafures  as  (hall 
appear  to  me  moil  likely  to  produce 
l^is  moil  faiutary  and  mod  nece^ary 
efleft,  and  I  have  the  plcafure,  at 
prefent,  tc  think  this  is  in  fome  degree 
probable,  though  matters  arc  not  yet 
arrived  at  that  maturity  as  to  en- 
courage me  to  give  ypu  any  alTurances 
of  it. 

I  have  been  credibly  informed,  that 
there  is  a  propofal  now  on  foot  to 
petition  me  to  call  the  afTembly  fooner 
than  I  propofcd  to  do,  that  they 
might  have  an  early  opportunity  of 
{edifying  their  gratitude  by  an  addrcfs 
of  loyalty,  duty  and  obedience,  with 
afTurances  of  their  heartily  fupporting 
his  Majefty,  and  the  .honour  and  dig- 
;iity  of  his  crown,  againll  the  attacks 
of  any  of  his  enemies.  To  thofe  who 
gave  me  tliis  information,  and  were 
^nt  to   feci  nj>  pplfe,   J  gave  for 


O  U  M  E  N  T   S.  1^ 

anfwer,  that  could  thev  infiire  th« 
conduA  of  the  houfo,  that  it  wouli 
be  as  thty  eave  me  reafon  to  hope  it 
would,  1  Ihoald  with  the  greateft 
pleafure  give  them  the  opportunity 
they  defired,  but  that  I  matt  go  upoa 
fare  ground  ;  for,  if  the  conlequence 
of  their  meeting  «arly  ihould  be  dif- 
ferent from  our  wifhes,  and  any  of- 
fcnfive  or  feditious  refolutions  fhould 
be  entered  into,  I  (hould  only  g}v» 
them  a  liberty  effeflually  to  cut  tneir 
own  throats  and  lofe  every  friend  they 
now  had,  and  that  I  had  too  great  k 
regard  for  them  to  be  inftrumcntal  ia 
what  I  conceived  might  prove  their 
dellruAion  :  They  have  undertakes 
to  give  me  all  the  aifurances  I  caft 
require,  if  the  petition  fhould  be  pre* 
fen  ted. 


ExtraSI  of  a  Letter  from  Major  Gi» 
neral  Gage  to  Mr.  Secretary  Connuay, 
[Received  jiuguft  21^.'^ 
New-York,  July  15,  1766. 
In  my  letter  of  the  24th  of  June,  I 
had  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that 
his  Majefty's  twenty-eight  regiment, 
under  the  command  of  Major  Browne 
had  been  ordered  intoDutchehe  county 
in  this  province,  to  aflift  the  civil  oU 
ficers  in  putting  the  laws  in  execution, 
and  to  quell  fome  dangerous  riots. 
A  fmajl  body  of  the  light  infantry 
company  was  fired  upon  by  the  riot»«-»4 
and  three  of  them  wounded:  the-  re- 
turned, the  fire,  wounded  fome,  pur* 
fued  and  difperfed  the  reft,  notwith- 
flanding  their  numbers.  The  diftur- 
bances  had  fpread  into  the  county  of 
Albany,  where  a  flcirmifli  happened 
between  the  iherifF,  with  about  two 
hundred  followers,  and  a  party  of  the 
rioters.  Some  few  were  killed  and 
wounded  on  both  fiJes,  but  the  flierifF 
and  his  people  were  put  to  flight,  A 
great  many  prifoners  have  been  taken 
or  delivered  themfelves  up,  and  among 
them  are  feveral  principals.  After 
reftoring  tranquility  to  the  country, 
the   regiment  came   to   this   place, 
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kttiing  ft  capuin  and  fifty  men  to 

Sard  the  t«els<  and  brought  with 
:m  the  prtnopal  ringleaders  of  the 
whok  confederacy,  The  magifbrates 
commend  the  regiment  greatly,  u 
well  for  their  l^irit  and  readinefi  in 
Apprehending  the  rioters,  a»  for  their 
ftnetneft  of  difcipline,  not  having 
taken  the  kaft  thine  daring  their  ftay 
in  thecoontry,  and  even  refufing  to 
plunder  the  houfes  of  fome  of  the 
proclaimed  rioters,  though  d<fured  to 
doit. 

The  affembly  of  this  province  has 
pafled  a  law  to  provide  quarters, 
bedding,  fuel  and  utenfils,  for  two 
regiments  and  one  company  of  arr 
tiller/.  There  is  now  in  this  place 
the  28th  and  46th  regiments,  the 
latter  very  weak,  from  fome  infirm 
and  old  men  diicharged,  and  a  great 
Dumbei'  of  foldiers  whofe  times  of 
fcrvice  were  expiring }  and  the  ?8th 
regiment  will  alfo  be  foon  very  wuch 
xMuced  in  their  numbers  for  the  fame 
reafons.  Recruiting  parties  have  been 
fent  home  from  tlic  46th  regiment,  to 
endeavour  to  compleat  them ;  two 
companies  of  the  royal  regiment  of 
artillery  are  incamped  at  the  maga- 
zines, about  four  miles  from  the  city, 
where  they  have  a  field  train  drawn 
out,  and  the  men  kept  in  conftant 
praftice  in  the  exercife  of  the  guns. 

Cfutrnor    Ward    to     Mr.    Secretary 

Conivay. 

[Received  Auguft  26.] 

Nenvport,  Rhode- IJlatidf 
SIR,  June  25,   1766. 

Having  the  honor  of  your  Excel- 
lency's letter  of  the  31ft  of  March 
laft,  inclofmg  a  copy  of  the  aft  of 
parliament,  repealing  the  aft  of  laft 
feiTion  for  granting  certain  ftamp- 
duties  in  America,  &c.  I  laid  it,  with 
the  inclofed  copies,  before  the  general 
aflembly,  at  their  feflion  on  the  9th 
inftant. 

Upon  this  moft  happy  occasion,  the 
general  affembly,  with  hearts  deeply 
impreifisd  with  aiFcftion,    loy- 


alty and  |;niti(ndt,  mianimoafly  r«« 
folved  upon  the  inclofed  humbla 
addrefs  of  thunks  to  kis  Majefty,  in 
which  I  moft  fincerely  concurred,  and 
I  bee  leave  to  rec^ueft  your  Excellency 
to  io  the  colony  the  honor  to  prefent 
it  to  our  moft  f  racioua  fovercign. 

Your  Excellency  it  alio  pleafied  to 
inforn^  ns,    that   a  revifion  of  the 
American  trade  laws  is  going  to  be 
the  immediate  objeft  of  pa^-liament, 
and  that  orery  relief  which  the  ftate 
of  our  ctrcumftances  demands,    01!' 
admits,   will  be  afforded  us.     This 
frefh  inftance  of  the  kind,  and  in- 
dulgent difpofition  of  the  Britilh  Ic- 
giflature,  is  rniverfally  acknowledged 
with  the  moft  fincece  a  ad  refpeftful 
gratitude-     And  as  nothing  is  more 
certain,  than  that  the  profi.^»  of  the 
trade  of  the  colonies  will  ultinutdy 
center  in  Great-Britain,  I  have  no 
doubt  but  fuch  regulations  will  hava 
the  moft  happy  efteft  upon  the  com- 
merce and  manufaftures  of  the  mother 
country. 

The  wife,  upright,  and  benevolent 
sneafures  of  the  legiflature,   in  the 
prefent  feffion,   have  fupprefled  cyety 
appearance  tf   murmuring  and   dif- 
fatisfaftion,  and  diffuled  joy,    tran- 
quility and  happinefs  throughout  the 
colonies,  and  I  can  affure  your  Ex- 
cellency, that  the  moft  dutiful,  affec- 
tionate and  grateful  returns  will  be 
made  by  them,  and  that  they  are  fp 
firmly  attached  to  their  fovereign  and 
to  the  Biitifli  conftitution,  and  are  fo 
truly  fenfible  of  the  parental  goodnefs 
of  the  mother-country,  that  (he  may 
rely  upon  every  poffible  convenience 
and   advantage    from   them,    and   I 
cannot  but  promife  myfclf,  that  fuch 
meafores  will  continue  to  be  purfued, 
as  will  fo  entirely  conciliate  the  af- 
feftions  both  of  his  Majefty's  European 
and  American  fubjefts,  that  the  only 
future  contention  between  them  will 
be,  which  ftiall  moft  effeftually  pro^ 
mote  his  Majefty's  fervice,  and  the 
interefts  of  all  his  widely  extended 
dominions. 

Io 
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proper  to  call  the  aiTembly  again  to 
move  this  hufinefs  onto  them.  In  the 
mean  time,  if  there  /hould  be  any 
opening  for  me  to  exp«£t  that  the 
houfe  will  a&.  :n  a  different  manner, 
I  {hall  nut  fail  to  avail  myfelf  of  it. 


tn  your^^xcellency's  letter,  the  mak-  the  further  |>ro(eciition  of  this  affair*- 
ing  compcnfatton  to  fuch  perfons  as  efpecially  if  it  fhould  be  thought 
have  fuftered  in  this  cdony  from  the 
madneft  of  the  people,  is  warmly  re- 
commended, upon  which  1  can  at 
prefent  only  f;iy,  that  if  any  appli- 
cation of  that  kind  fhould  be  made  to 
the  affembly,  I  donbv  not  but  they 
will  tike  it  into  fcrious  confidcration, 
\.ni  that  your  Excellency  may  be 
oiFured  of  my  utmoft  attention  effec- 
tually to  fccure  fuch  pcrfpns  from  any 
future  infult ;  and,  that  as  fir  as  my 
example  and  influence  may  extend, 
ihev  fhall  receive  all  proper  refpeft 
and  regard. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  muft  beg  leave 
to  congratulate  your  Excellency  upon 
the  happy  fuccefs  of  his  Majefty's 
councils.  The  nation  has  been  often 
bleffed  with  a  wife  and  upright  admi- 
niflration,  but  to  relieve  feveral  mil- 
lions of  his  Majerty's  faithful  fubjefts, 
plunged  in  the  decpeft  anxiety,  diftrefs 
and  confufion,  and  t6  rellore  them  lO 
their  former  tranquility,  feciirity  and 


Cofy  nfihe  ^rocndiugs  cftbe  Gevertnr, 
Council,  and  Houfe  of  Repr^ftntati'utt 
ofMaffacbufett's  Bay,  on  tbt  ht/em- 
nification  of  tbt  Sufferers  by  the 
Rioters  in  Boftoti,  from  March  31, 
to  yum  28,  4766,  in  Governor  Ber^ 
nurd's  Letter  of  July  19^  1766. 

March  31,  1766. 
A  few  days  after  the  meeting  of  a 
a  new  affembly  in  May,  1760,  hit 
Excellency  received  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Secretary  Conway,  dated  St.  Jamed's, 
March  31,  1766,  wherein  he  writes 
as  follows : 


"  Nothing  will  tend  mort  effec- 
tually 10  every  conciliating  purpofe, 
and  there  is  nothing  therefore  I  have 
happinefs,  was  an  honor  referved  for    in  command  more  earnelHy  to  require 
the  prefent   minillry.       I   have   the    of  you,^  than  that  you  fhould  exert 


honor  to  be,  &c. 

To  the  Right  Hon. 

H.  S.  Conioay. 


Samuel  Ward. 


Extrail  of   a   Letter  from  Governor 

Bernard  to  Mr.  Secretary  Conioay. 

[^Received  September  3.] 

Boflon,  July  19,    1766. 

In  my  letter  of  June  29,  I  informed 

your  honor  that  I  would  give  you  an 

exaft  detail  of  the  proceedings  of  the  example  and  influence,  that  they  may 
houfe  of  reprefentatives,  upon  the  in-  be  treated  with  that  reft '.c1  to  their 
demnificatlon  cf  the  fufferers  by  the    perfons,  and  that  juftice  in  regard  to 


yourfelf  in  recommending  it  flrongly 
to  the  alTcmbly,  that  full  and  ample 
compenfation  be  made  to  thofe  who 
from  the  madnefs  of  the  people,  have 
fulfered  for  their  deference  to  afts  of 
the  Biitifl\  legiflature.  And  you  will 
be  particularly  attentive,  that  fuch 
perfons  be  effedually  fecured  from  any 
further  infult,  and  that  as  fur  as  in 
you  lies,  you  will  take  care,  by  your 


riots  at  Bofton,  fettin^  it  in  one  view 
and  in  a  true  light.  For  this  purpofe 
I  have  caufed  all  the  proceedings  of 
the  governor,  council,  and  houi'e  of 
reprefentatives  to  be  printed  together, 
and  I  have  added  annotations  of  my 
own  upon  punicu'ar  palfages,  which 
v-ill  be  more  eafily  made  ufe  of  than 
if  they  were  difpericdin  a  long  letter. 
I  muf\  defire  that  I  m;iy  have  fpecial 
inftruSions  how  to  conduft  myielf  in 


all  their  pretenfions,  which  their  me- 
rits and  fuflerings  undoubtedly  claim. 

"  The  refoluti6ns  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  which  by  hia  Majefty's 
command  I  tianfmit  to  you,  to  lay 
before  the  affembly,  will  fhew  you  the 
{e..fe  of  that  houfe  on  thofe  points, 
and  I  am  perfuadcd  it  will,  as  it  moil 
certainly  ought,  be  the  glory  of  that 
affembly  to  adopt  and  imitate  tho.^ 
lentimexits  of  the  Britilh  parliament, 

founded 
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foundcfd  on  the  deareft  principles  of 
hamanity  and  juftice." 

The  refoliitions  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  relating  to  this  bufinefs, 
are  as  follows : 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee,  that  fuch  perfons  who 
on  account  of  the  defire  which  they 
have  manifefted,  to  comply  with,  or 
to  aifift  in  carrying- into  execution  any 
a£b  of  the  legiflature  of  Great-Britain 
relating  to  the  Britifli  colonies  in 
North- America,  have  fuffered  any  in- 
jury or  damage,  ought  to  have  full 
compenfation  made  to  them  for  the 
fame,  by  the  refpedUve  colonies  in 
which  fuch  injuries  or  damages  were 
fuftained. 

Refolved,  That  an  humble  addrefs 
be  prefented  to  his  MajeAy,  humbly 
to  delire,  that  his  Majefty  will  be 
£racioufly  pleafed  to  give  direflions 
that  the  faid  refolutions  be  tranfmitted 
to  the  Governors  of  his  Majefty's  co- 
lonies and  plantations  in  America,  to 
be  by  them  communicated  to  the  af- 
femblies  of  their  reijpeftive  govern- 
ments. 

On  the  3d  of  June  his  Excellency 
made  a  fpeech  to  the  two  houfes  upon 
the  fubjeft  matter  of  Mr.  Secretary 
Conway's  letter,  and  having  commu- 
nicated to  them  the  faid  Tetter,  to- 
gether with  the  refolutions  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  he  obferves 
therefrom  as  follows :     viz 

«•  I  am  alfo  ordered  to  recommend 
to  you,  that  full  and  ample  compen- 
fation be  made  to  the  late  luiFercrs  by 
the  madnefs  of  tlie  people,  and  for 
that  purpofe  I  :im  directed  to  lay 
before  you  the  votes  of  the  Ho  ale  of 
Commons,  cxprcfllng  their  fenfe  upon 
that  fubjeft,  wiiiJie  humanity  and 
juftice  it  is  hoped  it  will  be  your 
glory  to  imitate. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatii'cs. 

•'  The  requifition  contained  in  this 
letter  is  of  a  moft  Angular  nature,  and 
the  pnly  one  of  the  kind  that  I  have 
known  fince  I  have  ferved  his  Ma- 


jelly  in  America^  It  is  founded  upo» 
a  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, tbrnteid  after  a  full  confi- 
deration  of  the  matter;!  and  repre- 
fented  to  his  Majefty  By  the  addrefs 
of  that  houfe.  The  juftice  and  hu- 
manity of  this  requilition  is  fo  force- 
able,  that  it  cannot  be  controverted  ; 
the  authority  with  which  it  is  intro- 
duced, fhouid  preclude  all  difputation 
about  complying  with  it.  I  hope, 
therefore,  you  will  add  to  the  merit 
of  your  compliance,  by  the  readinefs 
of  it,  and  alTume  to  yourfelves  the 
honor  which  now  offers  itfelf,  of  fet- 
ting  the  fifft  example  of  gratitude  and 
dutiful  affeflion  to  the  King  and  par- 
liament, by  giving  thofe  proofs  of  it 
which  are  now  pointed  out  to  you. 
I  muft  obferve,  that  it  is  from  the 
provincial  affembly,  that  the  King 
and  parliament  expeft  this  compen- 
fation (hould  be  made  to  the  fufferers^ 
without  referring  them  to  any  other 
perfon  whatfoever;  Who  ought  fi- 
nally to  be  charged  with  this  expence 
may  be  a  proper  confideration  for 
you,  and  I  Ihall  readily  concur  with 
you  in  vour  refolutions  thereop,  after 
the  fufferers  have  been  fully  fatisfied." 
The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  in 
a  mefl'age,  in  anfwer  to  this  fpeech, 
fay  upOn  this  head  : 

"  The  recommendation  enjoined 

by   Mr. ,  Secretary  Conway's   letter, 

and  in  confequeiice  thereof  made  to 

us,    we   Ihall  embrace  the  firft  con- 

vCi^Jent  authority  to  confider  and  aft 

upon  :  In  the  mean  time,  cannot  (A. 

/.  106.)  but  obferve,  that  it  is  concei'vtd 

in  much  higher  and Jlronger  term)  in  the 

fpeech   than    in    the  letter.      Whether 

in     thus    exaeding,     your    Excellency 

/peaks   by  your  oxun  authority,    or  a 

higher,     is    not  'with   us  to  determine. 

Ho-ivevcr,      if    this     recommendation, 

'which   your    Excelloicy    terms    a    ri' 

quijtti')u,     be   founded   on    fo    much 

Juliice  and  humanity,  that  it  cannot  be 

controverted.     If  the  authority   luifb 

nvhich  it  is  introduced  jhould  preclude 

all  difputation    about    complying  luitk 

it. 
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if,  nut  Jhould  he  glad  to  inow  nuhat 
freedom  nue  have  in  the  cafe. 

On  the  25  th  of  June,  the  Houfe 
refuming  the  further  confideration  of 
this  matter,  fent  the  following  mef- 
fage  to  the  Governor : 

May  it  phafe your  Excellency, 
The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  have 
duly  attended  to  that  part  of  your 
Excellency's  fpeech  which  had  re- 
ference to  a  full  and  ample  com- 
penfation  to  be  made  to  the  fufFerers 
in  the  late  difturbances. 

We  are  fenfibly  affefted  with  the 
lofs  they  have  fuftained,  and  have  the 
greateft  abhorrence  of  the  madnefs 
and  barbarity  of  thofe  perfons,  who 
were  the  inftruments  of  their  fuf- 
ferings — Nothing  (hall  be  omitted  by 
us  in  our  department  to  bring  the  per- 
petrators of  fo  horrid  a  fa£t  to  ex- 
emplary juftice,  and  if  it  be  in  their 
power,  to  a  pecuniary  reftitution  of 
all  damages. 

But  may  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 
as  a  compliance  with  your  Excellency's 
recommendation  to  the  provincial  af- 
feiiibly  to  make  up  thefe  lofles,  appears 
to  this  houfe  not  as  an  aB  ofjujlice,  but 
rather  of  generojity  (B./.  106.);  they 
are  in  doubt,  whether  they  have  any 
authority  to'  make  their,  conftituents 
chargeable  with  it,  without  their  ex- 
prefs  confent.  The  houfe,  therefore, 
beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  Excellency 
thit  they  have  thought  it  their  duty  to 
refer  the  confiderrLiion  of  this  matter  to 
the  next  fltingof  the  general  court,  (C. 
p.  107.)  tliat  the  members  may  have 
the  opportunity  of  taking  the  minds 
and  inftrudion  of  the  feveral  towns 
thereupon. 

On  the  27th  of  June  the  Governor 
fent  the  following  meflage  to  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives. 
As  your  reafons  for  not  complying 
at  prefent  with  what  has  been  recom- 
mended to  you  by  order  of  the  King 
with  the  advice  of  his  parliament,  on 
the  behalf  of  the  fufFerers  in  the  late 


C  U  M   E   N  T  S.  loj 

difturbances,  will  probably  be  can- 
vafled  with  great  precifion,  it  will  be 
proper  that  the  intendment  of  them 
Ihould  be  as  certain  as  may  be.  I 
ihbuld,  therefore,  be  glad  to  know 
whether  I  mufl:  underftand  from  your 
meflage  of  yefterday,  that  it  is  your 
opinion,  that  a  deteftion  of  the  per- 

f)etrators  of  the  late  mifchiefs  is  necef- 
ary  to  intitle  the  fufFerers  to  a  com- 
penfation  for  their  lofTes. 

It  appears  to  b'j  the  gracious  in- 
tention of  the  Kirg  and  parliaihent, 
that  a  veil  fhould  be  caft  over  the  late 
diflurbanCTs,  provided  it  be  covered 
by  a  general  md  uniform  dutiful  be- 
haviour for  .he  future  j  but  it  u  cer- 
tainly no  lefs  their  firm  and  refolute 
purpofe>  that  the  fufFerers  by  thefe 
difturbances  fhall  have  a  full  and 
ample  indemnification  made  to  them : 
And  this  bufinefs  has  been  committed 
to  you  upon  principles  of  humanity 
and  jiiftice,  rather  than  of  meer  ge« 
nerofity. 

If  you  think  that  an  inquiry  into 
the  promotion  and  perpetration  of  the 
late  diforders,  is  a  necefTary  prelitilr- 
nary  to  determine  from  whence  the 
charge  of  the  compenfation  fhaH 
finally  come,  and  fhall  pronounce  for 
the  expediency  of  fuch  an  enquiry, 
you  will  certainly  be  afllfted  by  the 
Governor  and  council  in  tiie  profs- 
cution  of  it,  and  I  dare  fay  it  \,  Jl  be 
no  difficult  work  to  trace  this  matter 
to  the  bottom. 

But  in  the  mean  time  I  fear  the 
King  and  parliament  will  think  their 
intimations  difregarded,  by  your  pro- 
pofmg  an  enquTy  now,  after  it  has 
been  neglefted  for  nine  months  pafl ; 
during  all  whicli  time,  the  houfe  have 
had  this  very  bufuicfs  of  indemni- 
fication under  their  confideration. 
They  expeft  from  you,  that  the  fuf- 
ferers  fliall  be  indemnified  at  all 
events,  whether  the  offenders  are  dif- 
covered  or  not,  or  whether  they  are 
able  to  pay  the  damages  or  ndt,  and 
feem  to  be  more  intent  upon  indem- 
nification than  paniQiment. 

P  I  there- 
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I  therefore  wifh,  for  the  fake  of  the  committed  in  themonthof  Auguft  kit, 

province,  whofe  iilterefts,  and  efpe-  and  difcover  the  perfons  concerned 

cially  thofe  of  its  trade,  are  now  in  a  therein,  as  far  as  may  be,  for  the  ef* 

very  nice  balance,  arid  for  the  fake  fedtuating  which  bufinefs,  we  doubt 

of  this  town,  whofe  refpddlable  inha-  not  but  we  fliall  be  aided  by  your 

bitahts  have  already  fuffered  much  in  Exdellency  and  his  Majefty's  council. 
the  opinion  of  the  world,  for  having        And  further,   we  would  acquaint 

been  talnc  fpeftators  of  the  violences  your  Excellency,  that  the  houfe  have 

committed  in  it,  that  you  would  re-  pafled  a  rdfolve  to  take  the  report  of 

move  this  difgrace  without  the  leaft  this  committee  under  confideration  at 

delay,  by  ordering  the  indemnification  the  beginning  of  the  next  feflions  of 

immediately  to   oe  made  upon  the  this  court,  and  aft  thereon  what  ihall 

credit  of  thofe,  whom  you  ftiall  here-  appear  to  them  to  be  juft  and  reafon- 

after  judge  to  be  chargeable  with  it —  able. 

When  this  is  done,  there  can  be  no        Your  Excellency  is  pleafed  to  en- 

fibjedtion  to  your  poftponing  the  con-  force  the  immediate  compliance  of  the 

^deration  on  whom  this  money  ought  houfe  with  this  requifition,  by  an  ar- 


ultimately  to  be  laid,  to  what  time 
you  pleafe,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but 
that  any  enquiry  which  you  ftiall  think 
fit  to  make  for  this  purpofe,  will  be  as 
efficacious  as  you  can  defire»(D./.io7.) 
Upon  which  the  houfe  the  next  day 

{>refehted  to  his  Excellency  the  fol- 
owing  addrefs : 

May  itpleafeyour  Excellency, 
The  houfe  have  duly  attended  to 
your  Excellency's  meffage  of  the  27th 
inftant.  We  are  fully  fenfible  of  the 
goodhefs  of  the  King  and  parliament, 
and  agree  with  your  Excellency,  that 
it  appears  to  be  their  gracious  in- 
tention that  a  veil  ftiould  be  drawn 
over  the  late  difturbances,  and  we 
hope  our  behaviour  will  always  be 
fuch  as  to  merit  their  approbation. 
Sir,  the  houfe  are  ever  attentive  to 
the  applications  of  perfons  of  every 
rank  whofe  cafe  juftly  claims  theu- 
confideration  :  (E./.  108.)  But  as  the 
fufferers,  ivhcm  ive  apprehend  your  Ex- 
cellency refers  to,  haic  never  applied  to 
tins  houfe  (as  wf  concci-ve)  in  a  parlia 


gument  drawn  from  a  regard  to  the 
town  of  Bofton,  the  reputation  of 
whofe  inhabitants  your  Excellency 
fays,  has  already  fuffered  much,  for 
having  been  tame  fpedtators  of  the 
violences  committed,  and  that  this 
difgrace  would  be  removed  thereby. 
We  fee  no  reafon,  why  the  reputation 
of  that  town  fhould  fuffer  in  the 
opinion  of  any  one,  from  all  the  evi- 
dence that  has  fallen  under  the  ob- 
fervation  of  the  houfe;  nor  does  it 
appear  to  us,  how  a  cpmpliance 
would  remove  fuch  difgrace,  if  that 
town  had  been  fo  unhappy  as  to  have 
fallen  under  it. 


Governor  Bernard's  Obfcr'Vaticns  on  the 

Proceedings  for  the  Indemnification  of 

the  Sufferers  in  the  Riots  at  Bojlon. — 

In  his  Letter  of  the  \c)lh  of  July. 

{A. p.  1 04.)  He  had  been  long  ufed  to 

term  the  commands  of  the  King,  requi- 

fitioiis,  .ind  they  have  been  frequently  fo 

called  by  the  afiembly,   he  therefore 

could  not  ufe  a  lower  c-xpreffion  of  a 


tnentary  'way  for  relief  iff  are  humbly  command  of  the  King's,  preceded  by 
of  opinion t  that  ive  have  done  cdl  at  the  advice  of  his  parliament,  therefore 
frefent  that  our  ttloji  gracious  fovereign 


and  his  parliament  can  reafohah'y  expeSi 
front  Us.  But  to  Jhe^w  our  regard  to 
every  thing  recommended  to  the  King  and 
parliament,  ive  have  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  fit  in  the  recefs  of  the  court. 


the  Governor  calls  it  a  requifition  of 
a  lingular  nature,  and  fays,  that  the 
authority  of  it  ought  to  preclude  all 
difputation. 

(B./.io5.)Thedifputeconcerningthe 
indemnification  being  an  adt  of  jultice. 


to  maie  a  thorough  enquiry  into  the  riots    runs  through  the  whole  proceedings. 

It 


PRIOR      DO 

It  has  been  before  ihewed,  in  fupjport 
of  the  governors  ufing  that  exprelfion, 
how  it  1$  an  a£l  of  juilice,  fince  that 
the  Houfe  pf  Commons  have  declared 
that  the  fufFerers  ought  t9  bteve  full 
compenfatioH  made  to  them ;  terms 
very  expreflive  of  its  being  an  aft  of 
juftice ;  and  the  fecretary  of  Ikte, 
writing  by  the  command  of  the  King, 
purfuant  to  the  addrefs  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  exprefsly  fays,  that  the 
fentiments  of  the  parliament  are 
founded  on  the  cUareJi  principles  of 
humanity  and  jujfice.  If  the  indem- 
nification is  to  be  coniidered  as  an 
aft  of  juftice,  it  ought  to  come  from 
the  town  of  Bofton  ;  if  it  is  to  be  paid 
by  the  province  at  large,  it  will  be  an 
aft  of  generofity,  that  is  to  the  town 
of  Bofton,  from  whom  it  is  in  juftice 
due.  The  people  throughout  the 
country,  expeft  that  it  fhall  be  paid 
by  fiofton  only.  The  reprefentatives 
pfBofton  have  power  enough  to  pre- 
vent its  being  charged  upon  Boiton, 
but  not  power  enough  to  engage  the 
houfe  to  charge  the  province  with  it. 
And  hence  it  is,  that  they  are  obliged 
to  poftpone  this  bufineis,  in  hopes, 
fome  time  or  other,  to  prevail  upon 
the  houfe  to  chargei  this  lofs  upon  the 
province,  and  exempt  the  town  of 
Bofton  from  it,  and  fo  it  is,  that  this 
bufi.iefs  is  put  off  to  latter  Lammas. 
(L'./.i05  )Betweent(eforegoingmef- 
fage  and  the  following  anJwer  to  it, 
there  pafled  a  tranfaftion  which  is  pro- 
per to  mention  here.  The  houfe  fent  a 
meftage  to  the  Governor  verbally  by  a 
connnittee,  to  defire  that  he  would 
acquaint  the  houfe  with  the  in- 
formations he  had  received  of  the 
perfons  concerned  in  the  riots  at 
Bofton;  the  Governor anfwered,  that 
all  his  informations  had  been  com- 
municated by  private  converfations, 
and  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  could 
not  m.  ke  a  public  ufc  of  them  at 
prefent ;  that  he  had  never  entered 
into  a  formal  enquiry,  nor  ever  exa- 
mined a  fingle  witnefs,  although  he 
had  had  offers  made  him  of  fome  who 
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would  voluntarily  fubmit  to  his  exa- 
mination, but  that  he  declined  it  at 
firft,  becaufe  the  government  could 
not  fupport  itfelf  in  fuch  a  bufine6|| 
and  fince,  becaufe  it  appeared  to  him, 
that  the  King  and  parliament  did  not 
defire  fuch  an  enquiry  fhould  hi 
made ;  that  he  much  doubted  the 
pro|)riety  of  fuch  an  enquiry,  how  ■ 
having  learnt  enough  to  forefee^  that 
it  would  go  too  deep  and  fpread  tod 
wide.  But  if  the  houfe  fhould  de- 
termine for  fuch  an  enqt^iry,  and 
fhould  be  in  earneft  in  the  profecution 
of  it,  he  fhould  think  it  the  duty  of 
the  Governor  and  council  to  afiift 
them  in  it,  but  he  very  much  re- 
commended it  to  the  houfe,  not  to 
make  the  indemnification  dependant 
upon,  or  fubieft  to  the  refiilt  of  the 
enquiry— If  the  houfe  wants  only  to 
confult  their  conftituents,  they  fhould 
fix  upon  a  fhort  day  to  return  and 
defire  the  Governor  to  grant  them  an 
adjournment  for  that  purpofe,  and 
time  ;  but  if  they  only  poftpone  the 
confideration  of  it  to  next  feffions, 
without  giving  any  affurance  of  their 
intention  to  make  an  indemnification, 
or  dcfiring  a  fhort  day  to  determine 
upon  it,  it  muft  be  confidered  as  1L 
prefent  refufal,  and  they  muft  not 
expeft  that  the  Governor  will  mov« 
this  bufinefs  to  them  any  more,  with- 
out fpecial  orders  for  i^. — This  was 
reported  to  the  houfe,  and  the  de» 
liberation  turned  upon  the  giving  fomd 
alTurance  of  their  making  an  indemni- 
fication, when  it  was  determined  to 
avoid  giving  the  leaft  hint  of  a  certain 
intention  of  making  an  indemnjb- 
fication. 

(D./.  ic6.)  This  ,  quite  new:  to 
examine  the  force  of  this  plea,  it  will 
be  neceflary  to  review  the  proceet'.ings 
on  this  fubjeft  from  the  begmning. 

On  the  day  after  the  ruin  ot  the 
Lieutenant  Governor's  houfe,  or  ra- 
ther on  the  fame  day,  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  reprefented  the  affair  to  the 
Governor  in  council,  who  thereupon 
appointed  a  committee  to  eftimate  the 
,P  2  damage; 


r 
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cUma^e ;  as  his  lols  hn  been  found 
^o  be  above  three- fourths  of  the  whole, 
we  may  very  well  Hate  the  cafp  upon 
lU5  inflance  only.  The.Goy£;rn.9r,  by 
ihe  advice  of  the  couiicil,  fummwned 
il}i^  aiTtmbly,  and  at  the  inftance  and 
09  tl»^  behalf  of  the  fufferers,  recom- 
mended to  the  Hoiife  of  Reprefentatives 
to  make  them  a  compeniktion.  Tl^e 
j^oi^fe  demurred  upoa  it,  but  never 
9nce  pbjefted  to  the  fufferers  applying 
thjrpugh  the  governor's  mediationi 
i[ather  than  immediately  to  the  houfe 
(fi.f.io6.),ln  the  next  feffion,  which 
began  the  middle  of  January,  nothing 
ijvas  done  for  indemnifying  the  fufFpr- 
cr?,  and  not  one  word  of  obje^Hon  for 
^e  fufferers  not  having  applied  to  the 
houfe  immediately,  appears  tp  have 
been  urged  by  thej^oufe,  though  that 
feffion  lafted  near  two  months.  In 
the  megn  time  the  parliament  got 
hold  of  this  matter,,  whether  by  pe- 
tition of  the  fufferefs,  or  on  their  own 
motion,  tx  debjito  jujlifia,  does  not 
appear.  Op  the  iail  dfy  of  May, 
being  three  days  after  the  new  af- 
fpmbly  Ivad,  met,  the  Governor  re- 
ceived hi§  orders  from  the  fecretaryof 
ft^te,  and  communicated  them  to  the 
houfe  OH  the  3d  day  of  June.  For 
three  weeks  after  this  matter  was 
agitated,  and  there  were  three  formal 
debates  had  upon  it,  and  as  many 
queftions  put :  there  were  two  feveral 
aofwers  given  to  the  governor,  neither 
ef  which  mentioned  any  objcdlion 
arifing  from  the  fufterers  not  having 
petitioned  the  houfe,  till  after  the  Go- 
vernor had  fent  his  final  meffage, 
This  new  difficulty  is  introduced  on 
the  laft  day  '"  'le  feffion,  nine  months 
after  the  origination  of  this  bufmefs, 
and  above  three  weeks  after  it  came 
lecommended  by  hib  Majefty,  at  the 
defire  of  parliament,  and  upon  the 
authority  of  this  objedion,  the  houfe 
declare  that  they  have  done  all  at 
prefent  that  the  King  and  parliament 
can  rcafonably  expett  from  them. 
jP.  S.  Since  the  writing  the  foregoing 
•  obfervaiions,  a  letter  has  been 
publiflied    in     a     Bolton,  newf- 
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paper,  \ykerein  the  writer  endea> 
vours  to  Oiew,  that  the  Governor's 
urging  the  i«commendation  with 
too  great  authority,  was  the  cauf« 
of  its  not  being  complied  with— 
Had  they  been  diljpofed  tQ  have 
complied,  they  m^ighV  haye  fepa- 
r^ted  the  refolubons  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  and  the  fecretary  of 
ftate's  leti^er  from  the  Governor's 
fpeech,  and  given  him  to  under - 
iland,  thatitwas  the  indulgence  of 
the  former,  and  not  the  authorita- 
tivenefs  of  the  latter,  which  in- 
duced them  to  cpmply  with  it.  But 
the  diiEculty  with  which  that  bu- 
fmefs has  hitherto  laboured,  and  i^ 
ever  like  to  labour,  is,  that  the 
country  thinks  it  mpll  reafonable, 
that  the  charge  fhould  be  borne  by 
the  town  only,  and  the  town  is  for 
flinging  \\  up9p  the  prpvipce  in 
general, 

Extras  of  a  Letter  from  Major  Getteraf 
Gage  t0  the  Duke  of  RicJjmo^d, 
\Recei<ved  Seftemher  29^] 
Ne^wrrjori,  Auguji  25,  1766. 
The  firft  battalion  of  the  60th,  or 
rpyal  American  regiment,  was  order- 
ed to  Quebec,  to  replace  the  28th 
regiment,  and  tlie  fecopd  battalion  of 
the  6oth,  marched  into  the  interior 
country  to  relieve  the  polls  there. 
The  28th  and  46th  regiments  (laid  in 
the  province,  and  one  of  them  de- 
fUned  in  a  little  time  for  the  provinco 
of  New  Jerfey ;  but  the  riots  iu 
Duchei^  and  Albany  counties,  occa- 
fioned  (heir  being  detained  in  this 
province.  The  number  propofed  for 
this  place,  is  to  the  amount  of  one 
regiment  compleat,  and  a  company  of 
the  royal  regiment  of  artillery :  But 
it  is  proper  to  acquaint  your  grace, 
that  in  my  demand  for  quarters,  it 
was  neceffary  to  manage  matters  fo, 
that  all  the  barracks  here  and  at 
Albany,  Ihould  be  fupplicd  with 
bedding  and  utenfils,  that  the  troops 
who  (hall  march  through  this  pro- 
vince,   which  is  the  route   to  and 
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ffOjn  the  province  of  Quebec,  as  well 
as  to  and  from  the  Upper  Lakes,  may 
be  hereafter  comfortably  lodged,  in- 
ftead  of  lying  on  bare  boards,  vyhich 
they  have  frequently  4on€. 
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her  colonic*  rcfpcAing  their  interefts, 
and  that  whatever  prejudices  the  otm 
mull  ncceflariiy  injure  the  other,  aiMl 
therefore  earnaftly  hope,  that  no 
fymptoms  of  coldnef^  or  diflatisfaAion 
on  any  ground  whatever,   will  now 


Cfl^  o/a  Letter  from  Govfrnor  Pitkin  to    appear  on  the  part  of  any  of  the.color 


Mr.  Secretary  Conway 

[Received  O^ober  3.] 

Hartford,  ConneSicut,  Auguji  j^,  1766, 

'sir, 

I  have  the  honour  of  your's  of  the 
31ft  of  March  laft,  direded  to  the 
povernor  and  company  of  the  colony 
of  Connefticut,  ir?  which  I  have  the 
honour  at  prefent  to  prefide,  ai^d  fliall 


nies,  which  may  tend  to  interrupt 
that  harmony  lb  efiential  to  the  hap~ 
pinefs  and  future  in  terefts  of  botk 
countries.  That  nothing  of  k>  diir 
agreeable  a  nature  appears  in  thit 
colony,  I  can  with  great  pleafure 
aiTuce  you — every  thifig  here  wears  tiM 
face  of  decent  joy  and  humble  gra* 
titude.     Nothing  could  add  more  to 


take  the  earlieft  opportunity  to  com-  the  great  fatisfaiftion  we  feel  for  the 

municate  that  and  the  feveral  copies  indulgence  already  Ihewn  to  us,  thaa 

of  a£ts  of  parliament  therewith,  tranir  the  aii'urance  you  are  pleafed  to  give 

mitted  to  the  general  aflembly  of  the  us,  that  the  American  Trade  laws  art 

colonyt  ,  become  the  immediate  objed  of  par* 

It  is  impofllble  to  exprefs  or  defaibe  liament,  and  that  with  equa^^  magna- 

the  increUible  joy  with  which  die  peo-  nimity,  clemency,  and  j  ..cice,  ^^ej 


pie  of  this  country,  in  general,-   as 
well  as  of  this  colony  in  particular, 
received  the  moft  agreeable  news  of 
fhe    repeal   of   the  ftamp-ad,    and 
which  they  have  expreffed  by  every 
token  of  gladnefs  that  they  could  ex- 
hibit.    All  America  have  been  wait- 
ing in  the  moft  anxious  fufpence  for 
the  decifion  of  this  great  and  moft  in- 
terefting  affair,  have  efteemed  it  the 
very  crifis  of  their  fate,  and  are  now 
i'uU  of  the  warmeft  gratitude  for  the 
grace    and    goodnels  manifefted    to 
them.      The    magnanimity,    mode- 
ration and  condel'cenfion,  the  wifdom, 
juftice,    and  equity    lb    fignally  dif- 
played  by  his  Majefty  and  parliament, 
in  repealing  this  adt,  have  filled  us 
with  the  fmceitft  joy,  and  the  warmeft 
fentimpnts  of  the  moft  refpeftful  gra- 
titude  to  his  Majelly  and  the  par- 
liament,   anJ  will,    without  doubt, 
confirm  us  in  the  ftxongeft  difpofitions 
to  a  fteady  afteftionate  loyalty  to  the 
King,  and  the  tendereft  afFcftion  to 
our  mother  country.     I  am  perfcftly 
fenliWe  of  the  irtdiftblublc  union  that 
there  is  between  Great-Britain  and 


are  determined  to  give  to  the  trade 
and  interefts  of  America,  every  relief 
which  our  real  drcumftanoes  demattd 
or  admit.      This  will   be  wifely  to 
perfed  the  good  work    fo   happily 
begun,  and  to  eftablifh  the  union  an4 
intcrefts  of  Great  Britain  and  Americt 
upon  a  bafis  that  can  never  be  lhaken% 
The  regulations  upon  the  importation 
of  foreign  molalTes  and  fugars,  &c. 
are  particularly  grievous  to  this  co- 
lony, whofe  trade  confifts  cbidly  of 
articles  fit  only  for  the  Weft-India 
market.     Thefe  regulations  have,  in 
fad,  been  a  principal  means  of  oar 
poverty  and  inability  to  difcharge  our 
debts  with  the  American  trader  and 
the  Britilh  merchant ;  have  really,  in 
a  manner,  ftagnated  all  bufinefs  among 
us,  and  compelled  the  people,  as  far 
as  poflible,  to  defift  from  the  porchafe 
and   conftimption   of  Britilh  manu- 
faduies.     An  alteration  of  the  laws, 
in  this  particular,    wuuld    therefore 
give  us  a  moft  fenfible  relief  in  our 
prefent  fituation,    and    be    received 
with  the  grcaieft  gratitude  and  laai^ 
fadion. 


mmm. 
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I  am  particularly  happy  in  being 
ftble  to  acquaint  you  that  no  violences 
or  outrages  upon  private  property  have 
been  committed  in  ihis  colony,  for 
which  any  compenfation  can  be  ex« 
peAed  or  required. 

By  defire  of  the  general  aflembly 
(who  were  together  when  the  intel- 
ligence of  the  repeal  juft  arrived,  but 
are  now  enjoying  a  recefs),  I  have 
figned  and  tranfmitted  an  humble  ad- 
drefs  to  his  Majefty,  to  exprefs  the 
fincere  joy  and  grautude  of  this  cor- 

£  oration  upon  this  occaAon,  which  I 
umbly  hope  his  Majefty,  of  his  pa- 
ternal goodneis  and  condefcenfion, 
win  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  accept  j 
and  the  colony  will  be  greatly  obliged 
to  you  for  giving  it  a  regular  and  fa^ 
voarable  introdutlion  to  the  throne. 

I  have  it  alfo  in  charge  to  aflbre 
yon,  that  the  colony  has  the  deepeft 
fenfc  of  gratitude  to  you,  and  all 
other  6(  his  Majefty's  minifters,  for 
the  grpat  and  good  part  you  have 
taken  in  this  moft  important  affair : 
The  remembrance  of  your  wife  and 
admirable  condudt  upon  this  bccaiion, 
and  of  your  tendcrnefs  and  concern 
for  the  colonies,  will  continue  here 
to  the  lateft  pofterit)',  and  your 
Dames  be  bleffed  by  millions  in  every 
generation.  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  the  greateft  efteem  and  refpe£t. 
Sir,  yoar  moft  obedient  and  moft 
humble  fervant, 

(Signed*)       William  Pitkin, 
fa  tiK  Right  Hon.  H.  S  Coteway, 

%ne  of  his  Majefifs   P.rineipal 

Secretaries  of  State. 

Ctfy  tf  a  Letter  from  Governor  Grant 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Con<way. 
[Received O£fober  z\,  i-jbo."] 
St.  Auguftine,  Eafi-FUrida,  Au' 

guft  21,     1766. 

S  1  R» 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive 
y)ur  letter  of  the  31ft  of  March,  with 
copies  of  two  ads  of  parliament  juft 
pafied  i  the  firft,  for  fecuring  the  juft 
depeiidance  of  the  colonies  upon  the 
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mother  country ;  the  fecond,  for  the 
repeal  of  the  aft  of  laft  feffion,  grant- 
ing certain  flamp-duties  in  America* 
and  yoD  are  pleafed  to  mention,  that 
yoi)  expect  ihoftly  to  fend  me  a  third 
for  the  indemnity  of  fuch  perfons  as 
have  incurred  the  penalties  impofed 
by  the  a£l  juft  repealed,  as  fuch  a  bill 
waa  then  depending,  and  had  made 
a  confiderable  progfei^  in  the  Houfe 
pf  Commons, 

Though  there  neyer  was  any  dif- 
turbance  in  this  province  on  account  of 
the  ftamp-a£l,  yet  every  inhabitant 
rejoices  at  the  repeal  of  it,  and  all  of 
them  muft  have  the  warmeft  and  moft 
grateful  fenfe  of  his  Majefty's  paternal 
care  of  his  colonies,  and  of  the  lenity 
and  indulgence  of  parliament,  and 
will  not,  I  dare  fay,  be  wanting  in  s^ 
diftiful  and  affe£tioi)ate  return  to  fuch 
peculiar  proofs  of  indulgence  and  af-^ 
fedlion  on  the  part  of  his  Majefty  and 
his  parliament.    I  am,  &c. 

James  Grant,. 


Copy  tf  a  Letter  from  Governor  Tryon 
to  the  Right  Hon.  H.  S.  Coniuay. 

[Received  November  4.] 
Brunfvuickt  North-Carolina^  Au-^ 

gujiz,  1766. 
SIR, 
I  had  the  honour  of  your  letter  of 
the  31ft  of  March  on  the  13  th  of 
June  :  I  got  the  council  together  the 
28th  of  June,  when  I  lajd  before 
them  your  letter,  and'  the  two  afts  of 
parliament  inclofed  :  The  one  for  fe- 
curing the  juft  dependency  of  the  co- 
lony on  the  mother-country ;  the 
Other  for  the  repeal  of  the  aft,'  grant- 
ing certain  ftamp-duties  in  America — 
as  I  had  prorogued  the  general  afr 
fembly  to  the  30th  of  next  October 
before  I  had  the  hond^  of  your  dif- 
patches,  I  confulted  the  coutieil,  if 
the  fervice  of  his  Majefty,  or  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  country,  required  a 
more  early  meeting  ;  they  were  una- 
nimous in  opinion,  that  confidering 
the  great  heats  of  this  feafon  of  th6 
year,  and  the  great  fcarcity  of  pro- 
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'Vlfiohs  in  the  country,  moft  of  the 
members  would  be  prevented  from  at- 
tending the  affembly,  if  called  earlier 
than  it  flood  prorogued,  and  thofe 
who  did  attend,  mult  fuft'cr  great  pre- 
judice by  their  abfence  from  their 
plantations ;  and,  as  the  country  was 
m  perfcft  tranquility,  and  the  inha- 
bitants returned  to  a  chearful  obe- 
dience to  the  laws,  they  did  not  fee 
his  Majefty's  ^'f8L?  required  a  more 
early  meetiii^^  ^^^^iiftTembly  than  the 
30th  of  Odr  V^ 

■  I  have  the  pleafure  to  inclofe  you. 
Sir,  the  addrefs  of  the  borough  of 
Wilmington,  on  the  fubjedl  of  the 
repeal  of  the  ftamp-adl,  together  with 
my  anfwer  ;  as  alio  a  letter  fubfcribed 
by  tlie  mayor,  and  all  the  gentlemen 
of  Wilmington,  in  confequence  of 
my  anfwer  to  their  addrefs — my  reply 
has  wound  up  all  jealoufies  on  both 
fides :  I  have  reafon  to  believe,  that 
the  fenfe  of  thefe  people  are  the 
fentiments  of  the  whole  province,  and 
that  we  ihall  meet  at  Newburn  all 
in  good  humour.     I  am,  &c. 

William  Tryon. 


Addrefs  of  the  Borough  of  Wilmington 
to  Governor  Tryon,  JVith  his  Anfnuer, 
— In  his  Letter  of  Augufi  2,  1766. 
North-Carolina, 
To  his  Excellency  fVilliam  Tryon,  Efg; 
Captain  General,  Governor,  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief,    in  and  over  the 
Province  of  North-Carolina,   i^c. 
The  Addrefs  of  the  Corporation  of  Wil- 
mington, 
SIR, 
We,  his  Majefly's  moil  dutiful  and 
loyal  fubjefts,    the  mayor,    recorder, 
aldermen  and  freeholders  of  the  bo- 
rough of  Wilmington,  beg  leave  to 
congratulate  your  Excellency  on  the 
repeal  of  the  American  ltamp-a£t,  and 
on  the  happy  profpeft  of  tlie  union 
and  harmony  thereby  eftablidied  be- 
tween the  colonies  and  their  mother- 
country. 

Permit  us  alfo  to  exprefs  our  moft 
grateful  acknowledgements  to  the  fu- 
preme  legiflature  of  Great-Britain, 
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for    theii*    care    and    attention    io 

SroteAing  the  inhabitants  of  his 
fajeily's  extenfive  American  domi- 
nions in  the  enjoyment  of  that  inefti- 
mable  blefiing.  Liberty,  and  it  the 
fame  time  relcafmg  them  from  a  bur- 
then  they  were  unable  to  bean 

Wiih  hearts  full  of  gratitude  to  the 
beft  of  Kings,  we  affure  your  Excel- 
lency, that  we  fhali  be  ready  at  all 
times  to  defend  and  proteA  his  Ma- 
jefty's perfon  and  government,  and  to 
evince  our  inviolable  attachment  to 
his  illuftrious  houfe,  at  the  rifque  of 
our  lives  and  fortunes. 

We  cannot  help  exprefling  our  con- 
cern at  the  many  reprefentations  that 
have  been  made  to  your  Excellency, 
of  the  tranfadtions  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  borough,  and  feveral  of  the 
adjacent  counties,  fince  the  time  of 
the  ftamp-a£t  taking  place :  Permit 
us  to  affure  you.  Sir,  that  it  has  ever 
been  our  conftant  endeavour,  as  far 
as  our  influence  extended,  to  promote 
the  eafc  and  happinefs  of  your  lixcel- 
lency's  adminiflration. 

Moses  John  oeRosset,  Mayor. 
Borough  of  Wilmington,  Junezd,  1766. 

His  Excellency's  Anfwer. 
To  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen,  and 

Freeholders  of  the  Borough  of  Wil- 
mington,. 
Gentlemen, 

It  is  with  fatisfaftion  I  receive  your 
congratulations  on  the  repeal  of  the 
aft  of  parliament,  granting  certain 
ftamp-duties  in  America. 

The  grateful  acknowledgments  you 
exprefs  to  the  fupreme  legiflature  of 
Great  Britain,  for  their  care  and  at- 
tention to  the  liberties  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  his  Majefty's  American  do- 
minions, and  alfo  your  afFeftionate 
and  inviolable  attachment  to  his  Ma> 
jefty's  facred  perfon,  family,  and  go- 
vernment, as  they  are  extremely  grate- 
ful to  me,  I  fh;ill,  with  a  fenfible 
pleafure,  tranfmit  thofe  warm  fen- 
timents of  refpeftful  gratitude  and 
duty  to  his  Majefty's  principal  fecrc- 
tary  of  ftate. 

*  I  truft 
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I  truft  that  the  moderation  and  un> 
paralleled  lenity  To  remarkably  ma- 
hifefted  by  his  Majelly  and  the  parlia- 
ment to  the  colonies,  will  difpofe  the 
inhabitants  tu  that  chearful  obedience 
to  the  legiflative  authority  of  Great- 
Britain,  On  which  their  future  prof- 

Serity  fo  much  depends ;  fuch  a  con- 
uft  will  prove  the  ftrongeft  cement 
for  the  moll  firm  and  happy  union 
t>etween  the  mother  country  and  her 
colonies. 

I  profefs,  gentlemen,  I  am  at  a 
Jofs  to  anfwer  that  part  of  your  ad- 
drefs,  wherein  you  mention  mifrcpre- 
fentations  having  been  made  to  me  of 
the  conduft  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
borough  of  Wilmington.  I  declare 
what  impreffions  I  have  conceived  of 
them,  arofe  from  a  behaviour  that 
came  immediately  under  my  own  ob- 
fervation. 
Brunfiuiek,  June  l6,   \'j66. 

A  true  copy,  taken  from  the  ori- 
ginal, this  2d  of  Augaft,  1766. 

*     Fount.  Elwin,  Priv.  Sec. 
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Mdrtfs  of  the  Mayer  and  Genilemen  of 
Wilmington  to  Governor  Ttyon.  With 
Ijis  rnjn»er.—In  his  Letter,  Aug,  z. 
May  it  pie afe  your  Excellency, 

SIR. 

It  is  with  extreme  concern  we  have 
obferved  in  your  Excellency's  letter  to 
the  addrefs  of  the  corporation  of  Wil- 
mington, expreffions  which  may  be 
conftrued  to  charge  that  borough  with 
fome  marks  of  intentional  difrefpeft 
towards  your  Excellency— a  condudl 
from  the  confcioufnefs  of  our  hearts 
we  can  with  the  greateft  juftice  dif- 
claim,  and  which,  from  a  love  of 
order  and  a  regard  to  decency,  we 
Ihould  fincerely  condemn,  not  only  as 
inconfiftent  with  that  dutiful  afFeftion 
towards  his  Majcfty's  reprefcntativ?, 
which  we  fliall  always  endeavour  to 
cultivate,  but  with  the  grateful  return 
of  fentiment  which  your  perfonal  me- 
rit juftly  claims. 

If  oppreffed  by  the  late  aft,  fome 
commotions  of  the  country  feemed  to 
threaten  a  departure  from  moderation, 
your  Excellency,  we  hope,  will  not 
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impute  thefe  tfanfaAtons  to  any  ottMf 
motive,  than  a  conviftion  that  mq- 
deratioh  ceafes  to  be  a  virtue,  when 
the  liberty  of  Britilh  fubjedts  is  ih 
danger ;  but  the  greater  the  danger 
was,  the  more  reafon  we  have  to  ap- 
plaud the  honor  and  juftice  of  the 
Britilh  parliament,  whofe  prudent  re- 
folutions  have  relieved  u4  from  the 
melancholy  dilemma  to  which  we 
were  almoft  reduced. 

From  his  Majefty,  whofe  heart  ever 
rejoices  in  the  happinefs  of  his  people, 
we  moll  humbly  and  thankfully  receive 
this  mark  of  attention  to  the  diftrefles 
of  his  American  fubjefts,  and  ftiall 
always  return  his  royal  proteftion  and 
regard,  with  all  the  affedlion  and 
obedience  of  the  moft  loyal  fubjefts  of 
a  free  kingdom,  joined  to  that  filial 
duty  and  conftitutiflnal  conneftion 
on  which  our  future  happinefs  and 
exiftence  entirely  depends. 

Amidft  the  variety  of  difagreeable 
events  which  the  late  commotions  oc- 
cafioned,  wc  have  with  great  indig- 
nation obferved,  in  the  Barbadoes 
Gazette  of  the  19th  of  April,  a  pa- 
ragraph as  void  of  decency  as  it  is  pf 
truth,  well  aflured,  that  your  Excel* 
lency's  condufl  has  been  always  regu- 
lated by  no  other  motive  thnn  a  ge- 
nerous concern  for  the  public  good, 
and  that  duty  which  you.  Sir,  and 
wc  all  owe  to  a  fovereign  ever  intent 
on  the  welfare  of  his  people,  ftp- 
ported  by  an  ardent  defire  to  promote 
the  particular  happinefs  of  a  pro- 
vince committed  to  your  charge.  We 
are,  &c.  (Signed  by  nineteen  perfons.) 
July  28,   1766. 

Brunfiuiek,  Auguji  2,  1766. 
GenlUmcn, 
As  your  letter  of  the  28th  of  laft 
month  has  removed  thofe  afperfions  I 
felt  you  had  laid  on  my  charafter  iri 
your  addrefs  to  me  on  the  26th  of 
June,  I  am  now  willing  to  forget 
every  impropriety  of  conduft  any  of 
the  lubfcribers,  and  the  town  of  Wil- 
mington, have  fhewn  perfonally  to- 
wards me  in  the  late  commotions.  I 
ichank  you,  gentlemen,  for  the  tefti* 

mony 
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. J  you  give  me  of  your  appro- 
bation of  my  general  conduct,  but  my 
acknowledgements  are  more  exprcfslv 
due  for  the  jullice  you  do  me  in  fuch 
part  of  my  conduct  as  has  been  tra- 
duced by  the  Barbadoes  Gazette  of 
the  19th  of  April  lalh     lam.  &:c. 

William  Tryon. 
ToMofes  JohnDeRiffet,  Efq;  Mayor, 

and  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Borough  of 

J^ilmingtoH. 

-i-j 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Horatio  Sharpe, 
Efq;  Deputy  Governor  of  Maryland, 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Con-way. 
[Rece'ved  November  7.] 

Annapolis,  June  27,  1766. 
SIR, 
Having  lately  had  the  fatisfaAion 
to  receive  the  letter  you  was  pleafed 
to  favour  me  with  the  31ft  of  March 
laft,  inclofing  copies  of  the  two  adls 
of  parliament  which  had  then  pafTed; 
one  for  fecuring  the  jull  dependency 
of  the  colonies  on  the  mother  country ; 
the  other  for  the  repeal  of  the  aft, 
granting  certain  ftamp-duties  in  Ame- 
rica, I  now  do  myfelf  the  honour  to 
acknowledge  my  receipt  thereof,  and 
alfo  of  the  copy  therewith  tranfmitted 
of  the  relolutions  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  which,  together  with  your 
letter,  I  fhall  lay  bifore  the  aflembly 
of  this  province  as  .con  as  they  meet, 
which,  however,  cannot  be  before  the 
end  of  the  fummer.  As  foon  as  copies 
of  the  two  above-mentioned  afts  of 
pailiamciu  came  to  my  hands,  I  caufed 
them  to  be  publifhed,  and  had  the 
fatisfaition  to  hear  and  fee  that  the 
inhabitants  of  this  province  in  general 
were  afFefted  with  a  proper  lenfe  of 
the  moderation,  forbearance  and  le- 
nity of  the  Britifli  parliament,  lately 
manifefted  with  refpedl  to  the  co- 
lonies ;  and  I  flatter  myfelf  they  are 
already  difpofed  to  pay  the  moft  chcar- 
ful  obedience  to  the  legiflative  au- 
thority of  Great-Britain,  and  all  the 
laws  now  exifting.  Tranquility  and 
good  order  is  now  perfedlly  reftored 
here,  and  the  late  diltradUons  will,  I 


hope,  foon  be  forgotten  ;  the  refenr- 
ment  fome  time  ago  exprefTed  againft 
the  perfon  that  was  appointed  to 
diftribute  the  ftampt  paper  here,  is  in- 
tirely  fubflded,  and  he  now  refides 
and  carries  on  buflnefs  in  this  place 
to  as  great  extent  and  advantage  as  he 
did  before  his  appointment.  Such  a 
fudden  alteration  in  the  face  of  things, 
and  in  the  behaviour  of  the  people, 
encourages  me  to  hope,  that  there  is  - 
an  end  to  all  uneaiinefs,  difcontent 
and  murmurings,  and  am  inclined  to 
think  his  MajeHy's  fubjeAs  within 
this  province,  will,  for  the  future,  be 
more  ftudious  than  ever,  to  demon- 
ftrate  to  our  moft  gracious  fovereign 
their  loyalty,  duty  and  gratitude,  and 
to  the  mother-country  thdr  thank- 
fulnefs  and  affedtion.  You  may.  Sir, 
be  afliired,  that  no  endeavour  of  mine 
Hiall  be  wanting  to  inlUil  and  en- 
courage fuch  fentiments,  and  to  ef- 
fedluate  what  you  are  pleafed  to  re- 
commend.    I  am,  &c. 

HoRATto  Sharpb. 


^ 


Governor  Bernard^!  Letter  to  the  Earl 

ofiihelburne 

[Received  December  29.] 

Bofion,  November  14,  1766. 
My  Lord, 
By  my  letter,  dated  July  19,  T  in- 
formed your  lordftiip,  that  if  there 
fhould  be  any  opening  for  me  to 
expeft  that  the  houfe  would  &St  in  the 
bufinefs  of  the  compenfation,  in  a 
different  manner  from  what  they  had 
done,  I  ihould  not  fail  to  avail  myfelf 
of  it.  I  am,  therefore,  now  to  inform 
your  lordfliip  of  the  fecond  trial  I 
have  made  for  getting  this  bufinefs 
done,  with  the  event  of  it,  and,  in 
order  to  explain  thefe  proceedings 
more  fully,  1  muft  beg  leave  to  de-  ' 
lineate  to  your  lordfliip  the  real  dif- 
ficulties which  have  prevented  thi? 
buflnefs  being  done,  as  they  appear 
very  little  in  the  journal  of  the  houfe, 
and  pains  have  been  taken  that  they 
fliould  not  appear,  although  they  are 
.    .  notorious 


^ 
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noteriotts  to  every  perfon  in  the  pro- 
vince who  thinks  upon  the  {ahjeQ. 

The  .'iotous  proceedings  at  Bollon 
were  generally  abhorred  by  the  bed 
men  in  the  province,  and  by  much 
the  greater  part  of  the  common  peo- 
ple, and  therefore  wh^n  a  compen- 
fation  to  the  fulferers  was  firil  talked 
of,  it  was  the  general  opinion  that  it 


a  fum  of  money  from  a  fea-port  town, 
or  from  a  maritime  province,  without 
infringing  any  rule  of  right  laid  down 
by  th'j  moll  fanguine  ailvocatc  for  the 
colonies,  or  even  claimed  by  them- 
felvcs  in  form.  The  people  of  Boilon 
therefore  began  to  be  uncafy,  that 
this  money  was  not  paid— a  to.sn 
meeting  was  called,  and  inftrudions 


ought  to  be  made,   but  that  it  was    were  given  to  their  members,  to  ufe 


due  from  the  town  of  Bofton  only,  and 
not  from  the  province  in  genera':. 
This  opinion  was  very  prevalent  when 
Mr.  Secretary  Conway's  letter,  dated 
31ft  of  March  arrived  here  on  the  lalt 
day  of  May ;  and  this  was  the  reafon 
why  the  members  for  Bofton,  contrary 
to  the  real  intereft  of  the  town,  de- 
termined to  oppofe  the  making  a 
cotnpenfation  even  out  of  the  trealiir  •. 
In  which  way,  if  they  had  at  that  time 


their  utmoll  endeavours  to  get  the 
money  paid  out  of  the  treafury.  iTliis 
was  a  fignal  for  mc  to  call  the  af- 
fcmbly,  which  I  had  kept  prorogued 
by  ftiort  intervals,  in  order  to  take 
hold  of  the  firll  fair  opportunity  t'lat 
offered,  and  I  accordingly  gave  notice 
that  the  alfembly  would  meet  at  the 
time  it  was  then  prorogued  to. 

In  the  mean  time,  one  of  the  pre- 
tences which  had  been  made  ufe  of  the 


with  their  party  joined  the  friend*  of  lafl:  feflion,  to  cxcufc  the  grantino;  the 

government,  it  might  have  been  done  compenfation,  had  an  efleft  contrary 

— ^Buttheywrceapprehcnilvethatifthe  to  what  was  cxpefted,  or  at  le alt  not 

money  was  ordered  tube  paid  out  of  the  forefecn.      As   the  neccflity  of  con- 

treafury,  it  would  be  then  moved  that  fuking    their  conrtituents  had  been 

it  fhould  be  charged  upon  the  town  of  made  the  pretence  for  poftponing  the 

Bofton,  which,  ai  the  tax-bill  was  to  bufincfs,    the    members    in    general 


h''  ->afled  at  that  time,  might  have  been 
do..c*  with  the  dafli  of  a  pen — They 
thfrefore  refolving  to  oppofe  the 
granting  the  compenfation  ihat  {c{- 
fion,  turned  the  whole  bufmefs  into 
evafions  and  fubterfuges,  to  give  pre- 
tended reafons  for  not  complying,  titeir 
and  to  conceal  the  trueone. — The  rea- 
sons given,  werj,  lirft,  that  it  was  a 
bulinefs  of  too  much  importance  to 
tranfaft  without  confalting  their  coa- 
ftituents ;  fecondly,  that  the  AifFerers 
had  not  applied  to  them  in  a  par- 
liamentary way,  that  is,  by  petition- 
ing the  houfe. 

It  was  not  long  before  they  received 
repeated  advices,  that  the  general 
opinion  in  England  viras,  tiiat  the 
honor  of  parliament  was  engaged  to 


found  themfelvcs  obliged  adlually  to 
confult  their  conftituents  in  form, 
wliich  they  would  not  have  done  other- 
wife.  This  produced  a  number  of  in- 
ftruftions  againft  paying  the  money  out 
of  the  treafury,  vvhieh  prevailed  very 
much  among  the  reprefentatives  of 
tov/ns,  diftinguifhcd  for  their  attach- 
ment to  government,  many  of  V/hich 
were  fo  pofitive  a;ainft  paying  the 
money  out  of  the  treafury,  that  mar.y 
members  ftaid  away  to  avoid  ap- 
pearing againft  government,  and 
others  were  obliged  to  come  fjttercd 
with  inilruilions  to  act  a?;ainft  it. 
Among  thefe  people,  the  general  rca- 
foning  was,  that  as  it  was  notorious 
tliut  the  difturbances  arofe  entirely 
within  the  town  of  Bofton,    it  wa* 


fee  the  compenfation  made,  and  they  not  only  unjuft  that  the  whole  province 
would  certainly  take  it  up  where  the  ihould  be  charged  with  the  damages 
provincial  affenibly  refufed  it.  And  done  by  them,  but  if  they  were  to 
it  was  very  obvious,  that  the  par-  confent  to  tlie  payment  out  of  the 
li^ment  might  inforce  the  payment  of  treafury,  they  Ihould  thereby  acknow- 
ledge 
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ledge  themfolves  to  W  partaken  of 
proceedings,  of  which  they  had  al- 
ways exprefled  their  deteibtion  and 
abhorrence.  This  was  urged  parti- 
cularly at  the  meeting  at  Salem,  the 
fecond  town  in  the  province,  and  al- 
ways noted  for  its  attachment  to  go- 
vernment, which,  however,  its  mein- 
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which  the  queHion  was  put  in  dtiTerent 
forms  two  or  three  feveral  times,  «n^ 
loft  by  no  great  majority,  this  ex- 
pedient was  hit  upon:  That  they 
Ihould  bring  in  a  bill  for  compcnfating 
the  fufFcrers,  in  which  the  fums  Ihould 
be  afcertaincd  (the  mifreport  of  which 
was  fuppofed  to  have  hurt  the  caufej. 


bers  were  not  allowed  to  fupport  upon    »nd  alfo  for  indemnifying  the  rioters. 


this  occafion  only 

Upon  the  meeting  of  the  aflcmbly, 
I  determined  to  fay  nothing  that  could 
pofTibly  be  perverted,  and  in  general 
to  avoid  interfering  with  the  houfe  in 
any  manner  :  I  accordingly  made  the 
{pccch  which  I  herewith  inclofe,  in 
full  confidence  that  it  could  not  re- 
ceive a  rude  anfwcr.  I  was  foon  in- 
formed, that  a  majority  of  the  houfe 
had  inftrudions  againll  granting  the 
compenlation  out  of  the  treafury,  the 
only  method  that  could  be  propofed 
with  any  profpedl  of  fuccefs.  The 
grant  was  itrongly  urged  by  the  mem- 
bers for  Bofton,  in  which  they  were 
fupported  by  fome  of  the  ableft  friends 
of  governnient,  and  oppofed  by  only 
one  man  x)f  ability,  who  in  that  in- 
ftance  fcemcd  to  be  infatuated.  The 
argument  was  entirely  on  the  fide  of 
the  compeiifation,  and  was  much  af- 
filled  by  the  examination  of  fome  gen- 
tlemen from  England,  to  Ihew  the  af- 
furances  which  had  been  given  by  the 
friends  of  the  colonies,  that  thiscom- 
p^nfation  would  be  cliear^u-Iy  made, 
and  the  almoft  certain  probability  that 
the  parliament  would  not  acqui*;fce  in 
the  refulal  of  it,  but  the  bad  weight 
pf  the  inllrudlions  could  not  be  got 
over,  although  there  was  a  general 
conviction  throughout  the  houle,  that 
the  comp<  nfation  ought  to  be  made. 
I  mult  again  repeat,  that  the  liollon 
members  exerted  themfelves  for  the 
qucllioii  in  this  feflion,  as  much  as 
tiiey  did  againft  it  in  the  laft,  but 
they  were  defeated  by  their  former 
machinations  otherwife  I  believe  it 
would  have  been  carried  without  a 
divifion. 

After  a  litigation  of  a  fortnight,  Jix 


and  that  the  bill  Ihould  be  printed  for 
the  confidcration  of  the  conllituents, 
and  the  governor  Ihould  be  dtiired  tp 
grant  a  recefs  for  that  purpofe— Thi» 
pailed  with  little  or  no  oppofition,  an4 
a  bill  was  accordingly  brought  in  an4 
printed,  and  a  meflagc  was  fent  to 
me  accordingly— Two  hours  after  tlii^ 
I  received  your  loidfhip's  letter :  I  im- 
mediately communicated  it  to  both 
houics,  and  gave  the  houfe  of  lepre- 
fentatives  time  to  confidci  of  it,  wliick 
was  only  fpent  in  fruitlels  altercations, 
without  any  attempt  to  refume  the  bur 
finefs  :  I  therefore  adjourned  the  ge- 
neral court  for  three  weiks,  bemg  the 
'^arlieft  day  I  could  appoint.  —I  inclofe 
copies  of  the  meflage  to  me,  and  my 
fpeech  upon  the  adjournment. 

After  the  adjournment  had  paffed, 
and  before  I  had  left  the  chair,  it  was 
obferved  in  the  council,  that  the 
houfe  had  not  ordered  your  lordlhip'j 
letter  to  be  printed,  as  it  is  ufual  to 
do  in  cafes  where  fuch  publication  is 
like  to  facilitate  the  bufinefs  recom- 
mended. It  was  therefore  moved, 
that  the  governor  be  defired  to  order 
the  letter  to  be  printed,  as  it  would 
tend  very  much  to  conciliate  the 
minds  of  the  people  to  the  compear 
fation,  and  to  remove  the  ill-humour 
prevailing  among  them.  This  havincr 
the  unanimous  voice  of  the  council,  I 
affentcd  to,  beir  fully  of  the  fame 
opinion.  I  muit  beg  your  lordihip 
will  let  the  occafxon  apologize  for  my 
taking  this  liberty,  if  there  Ihould  be 
an  impropriety  in  it,  which  at  prefent 
I  do  not  fee,  as  thefe  kind  of  pub- 
lications are  not  uncommon  in  this 
government.    I  am,  &c. 

Fkancis  3eknard. 
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I'he  Spttcb  ef  tht  Govtrnor  tf  M(tjfa- 
chujttt^s  Baji,    Oaobtr  1^,    1766— • 
The  Jnfiuer  of  the  Hcuje,  Nov.  1 2 
—The  Speech  of  the  Governor,  Nov. 
X^—In  his  Letter  of  the  i^th  of  No- 
vember ^   1766. 
Hii  Excellency's  Speech  to  both  Houfes  of 
Jffemtly  at  the  opening  of  the  SeJJion. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  an<i  Gentle- 
men of  the  Houfe  of  Reprejentaiivts, 
I  have  thought  proper  to  call  you 
together,  that  you  may  have  an  op- 
portunity to  give  a  pofitivc  anfvver  to 
what  1  recommended  to  you  by  order 
of  his  Majefty  laft  fcfllon,  as  it  will  be 
cxpei^ed  of  me  that  it  will  be  reported 
to  his  Miijefty  before  the  opening  of 
the  bufinefs  of  the  next  yc:ir,   and  I 
heartily  wifli  that  it  ma^  be  fuch  as 
will  anfwer  the  expeftations  anJ  de^ 
fires  of  your  friends  in  Great-Britain. 
For  my  own  part,  I  (hall,  upon  this 
occafion,  as  upon  all  others,  make 
the  beft  ufe  of  the  means  you  (hall  put 
in  my  hands,  to  promote  the  honor 
and  reputation  of  the  province. 

As  you  are  called  together  for  this 
bufinefs  only,  when  it  is  (inilhed,  I 
Ihall  have  no  objeftion  to  your  return- 
ing home,  until  the  ufual  time  of 
opening  the  winter  feflion. 
Council-Chamber.        Fr'.  Bernard. 

The  following  is  an  anfwer  of  the 
Honour.ule  Houfe  of  Reprefentativcs 
to    hii    Excellence    the    Governor's 
ipcech  at  the  opening  of  the  fe(rjon. 
May  it  pleafe your  Excellency, 

Your  fpeech  to  both  houfes  at  the 
opening  of  the  prefent  (effion,  has 
been  repeatedly  under  the  moll  de- 
Jiberate  confideration  of  the  houfe  of 
xeprcfenta  lives. 

It  was  indeed.  Sir,  with  great  re- 
lui^ance,  that  the  houfe  found  them- 
felves  under  the  necefTity  of  having 
recourfe  to  your  former  fpeech  and 
mefTage  upon  this  occaflon,  but  as 
you  are  pleafed  to  refer  us  to  them, 
without  faying  any  thing  to  qualify 
them,  the  houfe  cannot  help  ob- 
fcrving,   that  the  manner  in  which 


your  Excellency  has  repeatedly  pro- 
pofed  a  compcnfation  to  the  funerers, 
has  been  derogatory  to  the  honor  off 
the  houfe,  and  in  breach  of  the  pri- 
vileges thereof: — that  the  termr  you 
have  made  ufe  of,  have  been  ef- 
fcntially  different  from  thofe  diftatcd 
to  you  by  his  Majefty's  cxprefs  com- 
mand, fignified  in  a  letter  from  his 
ferretary  of  (lute— that  they  tended  to 
weaken  the  inherent  uncuntroulable 
right  of  the  people  to  difpofe  of  their 
own  money  to  fuch  purpofes  as  they 
fhall  jud^c  expedient,  and  to  no 
other :  and  that  under  thcfe  appre- 
henfions,  it  is  not  improbable  fomeof 
the  towns  may  have  framed  their 
indruflions  to  their  reprefentatives 
againll  a  compcnfation  oiit  of  the 
public  treafury. 

The  houfe,  however,  with  the  mod 
dutiful  and  profound  refpeil,  have  at^ 
tended  to  his  Majefty's  moil  gracious 
and  mild  recommendation,  apd  ob- 
ferve,  that  it  is  his  pious  and  bene- 
volent intention,  that  not  only  a 
compcnfation  (hould  be  made  to  the 
fufFerers  in  the  late  times,  but  ulfo 
that  a  veil  be  drawn  over  every  dif- 
graceful  fccne,  and  to  forgive,  and 
even  to  forget  the  undutiful  behaviour 
of  any  of  his  fubjedls  in  thofe  un- 
happy times. 

Confirmed  in  the  opinion  that  an 
indemnification  of  the  offenders  is  of 
equal  inrportance  and  ncceflity  with 
the  making  compcnfation  to  the  fuf- 
fcrers,  and  being  ever  ready  with  the 
utmoft  chearfulneis,  to  unite  their  en- 
deavours, in  promoting  the  wife  and 
mofl  gracious  purpofes  of  their  right- 
ful fovereign,  in  conformity  to  the 
fpirit  of  Mr.  Secretary  Conway's  let- 
ter, the  houfe  have  framed  a  bill,  in- 
ti''ed,  •«  An  Adl  for  granting  Com- 
penfation  to  the  Sufferers,  and  gcr 
ner.il  Pardon,  Indemnity  and  Ob- 
livion, to  the  Offenders  in  the  late 
Times." 

This  bill  they  have  ordered  to  be 
publifhed  for  the  confideration  of  the 
fevcraj  towns,  and  humbly  pray  your 

Excellency 
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Bxcellcncy    would    plcafe    to 
them  a  rcccfs  for  that  purppfe. 
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His  Excellency  th«  .Govemr  'i 
fpcech  at  the  adjournment  of  the 
Vourt,  Nav.  13,  1766 

GentUmtn  of  thi  Houfi  ef  Repn- 
Jcntali-vct. 

In  the  Inter  of  the  F.arl  of  Shfl- 
turne,  which  I  laid  before  you,  you 
bavcafccond  tclUniqny  from  another 
of  his  Majelly's  fecretaries  of  llato,  of 
the  tendcrnefs  and  affcilion  towards 
the  people  under  my  government, 
with  which  I  have  conduced  myfcif 
during  the  late  difputcs,  and  there- 
fore,  I  Ihall  make  no  other  anfwcr  to 
jhe  ungenerous  infinuatinns  in  yuur 
mcflage  of  yefterday,  than  by  rc- 
ferrmg  to  youj-  own  journals,  fron» 
whence  it  will  evideuily  appear,  that 
\t  is  from  among  yourlelvcs,  and  not 
from  me,  that  the  difficulties  which 
have  prevented  your  making  a  com- 
penfation  to  the  ""ufferefs  have  jirofc. 

I  am  very  forty  that  you  have  not 
already  complied  with  what  has  been 
recommended  to  yqu,  but  it  is  fome 
fatisfaftion  to  me,  that  you  have  laid 
a  foundation  for  compleating  this  bu- 
fincfs,  which  I  hope  will  not  fail  of 
fuccefs.  The  importance  of  the  affair, 
and  the  halty  approach  of  the  new 
year,  will  no:  allow  the  lofs  of  a  day 
which  can  be  favcd,  and  therefore  1 
Ihall  make  the  recefs  which  you  defire 
as  fliort  as  poffible  ;  and  that  vou 
may  do  the  bufmefs  with  as  much 
credit  to  yourlelves  as  may  be,  I  Ihall 
jcontinue  the  fcflion  y^niiX  you  can  come 
to  a  final  determination. 
Council-Cha7nter.      Fra'.  Bernard. 


Copy  of  a  Bill  for  granting  Com- 
penfatioH  to  the  Sufferers,  i^c. — In 
Governor  Bernard's  of  the  14//&  of 
Novtinber^   1766, 

'Xhe  following  bill  now  depending  in 
the  Houfe  of  Reprclentatives,  is 
publilhed  by  their  orders,  for  the 
confideration  of  the  feveral  towns 
in  this  province. 
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A    bill   intitled,    "  An  Aft  fat 

f [ranting  Compenf.ition  to  the  Suf- 
ercrj,  ind  o^'free  and  general  Pardon, 
Indemnity  and  Oblivion  to  the  Of- 
fenders in  the  late  Times." 

Whereas  the  King's  moft  Excellent 
M.'.jelly  taking  into  his  gracious  and 
feribuij  confideration,  the  troubles, 
difcords,  infurreftions,  tumults,  and 
riots  which  have  lately  happened  in 
America,  and  that  diver?  of  his  fub- 
j-.-fts  have  ther'.-by  fuftcred  greatly  in 
their  property,  and  others  by  occafion 
tlicrtof,  and  otherwiie,  have  fallen 
into,  and  are  obnoxious  to  great 
pains  and  penalties,  out  of  a  hearty 
and  pious  defire  that  fuch  fuffcrers  be 
coinpenfatcd,  and  to  put  an  end  to 
all  fuifs,  controverfics  and  profe- 
ciuif-ns,  that  by  occafion  of  the  late 
diflradlions  have  arifon,  or  may  arife 
between  any  of  his  Majefty's  fubjefts, 
and  to  the  intent  that  a  veil  be  drawn 
over  the  late  unhappy  excefll-s,  has 
been  pleafcd  gracioufly  to  fignify  his 
defire  to  forgive  and  forget  them,  at 
the  fame  time  of  his  abundant  cle- 
mency, 'ecommending  a  compen- 
fation  to  the  fufFerers  in  thf^ir  pro- 
perty, with  fuch  a  conduft  in  ge- 
neral, as  ihall  be  at  this  great  crifii 
the  beft  means  of  fixing  the  mutual  in- 
terelt  and  inclination  of  Great  Britain 
and  her  colonics,  on  the  moft  firm 
and  folid  foundation. 

From  a  ^,ateful  fenfe  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  grace  and  clemency,  in  order 
to  promote  internal  peace  and  fafety, 
to  make  compcnfation  to  the  faid  fut- 
feiers,  and  as  a  means,  fo  far  as  in 
our  power,  of  demonftrating  to  all  the 
world,  our  fenfe  of  the  happinefs  we 
enjoy,  in  being  a  par:  of  the"  Britifh 
empire,  and  iniitled  to  the  rights, 
hberties,  and  privileges  of  Britifh  fub- 
jefts,  we  his  Majelly's  moft  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubjefts,  the  reprefentativcs 
of  the  commons  in  this  province,  in 
the  great  and  general  court  afi'embled, 
of  our  free  and  good  will,  have  re- 
folved  to  give  and  grant,  and  pray 
that  it  be  enaAed. 

'    And 


.<^«^ 


ilp 


mmmmm 


1* 


i.i«  P   R   I   O   R      D   0 

And  be  it  accordingly  enaftcd,  by 
the  Governor,  council,  and  houfe  of 
jeprefentatives,  that  there  be  granted 
ana  paid  out  of  the  public  treafury  of 
this  province,  to  the  Hon.  Thomas 
Hutchiiijbn,  Efq;  the  fumof  j^.3194. 
17/.  6ii. 

To  the  Hon.  Andrew  Oliver,  Efq; 
Ac  fum  of  £.172  4Jf. 

To  ■penjamin  Hallowell,  jun.  Efq; 
.tlie  fum  of  j^. 385  6s.  lod. 

To  William  Story,  Efq;  the  fum  of 
f.drj  8/.  io</.  in  full  compenfation  for 
their  loffes  and  fufferings  in  the  kte 
times  of  confufion. 

Ar  H  be  it  further  enafted,  that  all 
nots  aad  unlawful  afTemblies,  coun- 
(Celled,  conimanded,  afted,  done,  or 
made  within    this   province  between 
the  iftday  of  Auguft,  1765,  and  the 
ift  day  of  May,   1766,  and  all  bur- 
glaries, felonies,  and  breaches  of  the 
peace  whatfocver,  committed  in,  by, 
or  during  fuch  riots,  routs,  and  un- 
lawful affemblies,  be,  and  hereby  iire 
pardoned,  releafed,  indemnified,  dif- 
chargei),  and  put  in  utter  oblivion, 
and  that  all  apd  every  the  perfon  or 
perfons,   afiing,    advifing,    afl^rting, 
abetting  and  counfelling,    the  fame 
be,    and  are  hereby  pardoned,    re- 
leafed,    acquitted,    indemnified   and 
difcharged  from  the  fame,    and  of, 
and  from  all   pains  of  death,    and 
other  pains,  judgments,  intlitlments, 
conviftions,  penaliies  and  foneitures, 
theretofore  had  or  given,  or  that  might 
accrue   for   the  fame,    and   that   all 
fuch  indictments,  conviftions  and  for- 
feitures, are  hereb;  declared  null  and 
void. 

And  be  it  further  cnnfted,  that  any 
perfon  indicted  or  prcfentcd,  or  in 
any  manner  profecuteil,  or  that  lliall 
or  may  be  hereafter  indifted,  prclent- 
cd,  or  in  any  manner  proftcucod,  for 
any  of  the  utfences  by  this  act  pardon- 
ed, may  plead  the  general  illiie,  and 
give  this  aft  in  evid>  nee,  which  (hall 
be  fuHicient  to  acquit  him. 

Provided  that  nothing  in  this  aft 
contained,  fliall  extend  to  the  par- 
doning, or  give  any  benefit  whatever 
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to  any  perfon  who  is,  or  may  be  un- 
lawfully pofleJTed  of  any  goods  o» 
chattels,  taken  or  ftolen  from  any 
perfon,  unlefe  the  pofTeflbr  (hall, 
within  thirty  days  after  the  publication 
of  this  aft,  have  furrendered  and  de- 
livered them  up  to  the  owner. 

Provided  alfo,  that  nothing  in  this 
aft  (hall  extend  to  the  barring  any 
civil  aftion  of  trefpaf-  for  damage^ 
fuftalned  by  any  perfon,  not  com- 
penfated  by  this  aft. 

Extrail    of  a   Letter  from   Go'vernor. 

Ward  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne. 

\Recciiied  "January  21,   1767.] 
Ne-ujport,  Rhode-ljland,  No'v.  6,  1  y66. 
The  military  (lores  and  provifions 
furnifncd  by  the  colonies  in  the  year 
175^  for  the  provincial  troops,  were 
by  direftions  from  the  Earl  of  Loudon, 
commander  in  chief  of  his  Majefty's 
forces  in  North-America,  taken  intQ 
the  King's  magazines,    and  the  co- 
lonics ^were,    on   the   behalf  of  the 
crown,  promifed  payment  for  them. 
The  other  colonies,  upon  pre(enting 
their   accounts,    received  the  money 
accordingly ;  but  this  colony  um'iap- 
pily  neglefting  to   tranfmit  their  ac- 
counts (amounting  to^. 42 1 1  19/. 7^.), 
in  feafon,    an  objeftion  arofe  when 
they  were  prelented,  to  the  payment  of 
them,  and  they  were  referred   to  the 
then  fecretary  at  war  and  pay-mafter 
general,  who  propofed  a  deduftion  of 
j^.izop  14/. —Thus  the  matter  relied 
for  feveral  years,  when  the  agent  for 
this  colony  was  intioduced  to  renew 
his  application  for  payment  of  thofe 
accounts  ;    upon  which,    they   were 
again  referred  to  the  fecretary  at  war 
and  the  pay-mailer  in  general,    wlio 
after  ibme  further  deduftion,  reported 
"  that  there  was  dup:  and  payable  to 
the  colony,  j/;. 267 2  i8.r.  ii«'."  which 
fum  the  colony   expeft-d   the  agent 
would  (bon  have  received,  but  in  his 
lall  letter  he  informs  me,  that  upon 
application  for   the   money,    he  re- 
ceived a  pofitivc  anfwer  fiom  the  lords 
of  the  treafury,  "  That  as  aj-equifition 
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wai  gone  from  the  crown  to  the  colony, 
the  traafury-board  thought  fit  to  fuf- 
pend  the  payment  of  the  money,  until 
an  anfwer  came  from  the  colony  re- 
lating to  that  requifition."^  The  ge- 
neral affembly,  upon  receipt  of  this 
letter,  requeftcd  me  to  lay  the  matter 
before  his  Majelly's  principal  fecrttary 
of  rtate  for  this  department,  and  I 
have  accordingly  n;iven  your  lordfliip 
this  fliort  account  of  the  affair. 

I  beg  leave  to  obferve  to  yc  Icrd- 
fliip,  thiit  this  colony  really  paid  the 
whole  fum  charged  for  the  i'everal  ar- 
ticles in  their  accounts,  fo  that  if  the 
fum  reported  to  be  ilne  be  paid,  they 
will  funer  an  aftual  lofs  of  upwards  of 
1  500  pounds,  bcfides  the  damage  they 
have  ftift.iined,  by  being  kept  out  of 
the  money  ten  years— interelt  for 
which,  they  have  paid  ever  fince  at 
the  rate  of  ten  per  cent,  per  annum. 

This  colony,  my  lord,  furrounded 
on  all  fides  by  the  Muffachufct'sBay, 
GonneiClicnt,  and  th*^  fea,  and  not 
expofed  to  the  attacks  of  the  enemy 
upon  this  continent,  were  animated 
folely  by  a  ze<il  for  his  Majefty's 
fervicc,  and  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  his  crown,  to  exert  themfelves  in 
the  ccmmon  caule  of  Biitain  and 
America,  in  luch  a  manner  as  to 
merit  and  receive  the  approbation  of 
his  Majefty's  Minifters  and  Generals, 
and  fo  far  beyond  their  ability,  that 
they  are  now  aiftually  involved  in  a 
moil  heavy  debt,  for  which,  by  rcafon 
of  the  fcarcity  of  money,  they  have 
been,  and  lor  yearn  to  come,  will  be  ob- 
liged to  paj'  a  very  high  intercft.  From 
thefe  ccnfiJerations,  the  derention  of 
the  balance  rc;-ortcd  to  be  due,  occa 
HonG  great  uneaiineft,  andiscoiihdered 
as  a  peculiar  hardfliip  by  his  Majefty's 
loyal  fubjeiits  in  tiiis  colony — Tiie 
more  cfpcciilly,  as  all  the  other  co- 
lonics have  long  fmce  received' the 
r^'onics  due  to  thcni  upon  the  fame 
account. 

I  muft  alfo  beg  leave  to  fubmit  to 
your  lordfhip,  whether  this  fufoenfion 
of  payment  may  not   be  confidered 
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rather  as  a  mode  of  compelling  the 
colony  to  grant  monies  to  the  perfons 
who  have  lufFered,  than  as  a  recom- 
mendation of  the  fufferers,  whecher  it 
will  not  have  a  manifeft  tendency  tO 
difcourage  the  colonies  from  exerting 
themfelves  in  the  fame  vigorous  man- 
ner for  h's  Majefty's  fcrvice  for  the 
future,  and  whether,  confidering  liis 
Majefty's  inviolable  and  tender  regard 
for  the  rights  and  privileges  of  all  his 
fubjeds,  a  meafure  fo  coercive  can  be 
fuppofed  agreeable  to  his  royal  in- 
tentions. 

I  am  alfo,  at  the  requcft  of  the  ge- 
neral affembly,  to  nffure  your  loid- 
Ihip,  that  the  opinion  t  ,at  the  rioters 
in  this  colony  were  coioj'enanced  in 
their  depredations  by  any  perfon  of 
note  or  confequence,  is  fo  far  as  the 
members  of  the  aiiembly  have  any 
knowledge  or  information  thereof", 
entirely  groundlefs,  and  that  wheii 
the  fuftercrs  Ihall  make  a  proper  ap- 
plication to  the  affembly,  they  will 
confider  the  fame,  and  do  them  all 
the  jufti:e  the  nature  of  their  cafes 
fhall  require. 


Extraa  of  a   letter  fro?it   Sir  Henry 
Mocre  to  the  Earl  nf  Shelhurne. 
\ Received  February  4.,  fj6j.\ 

Nev.--7'i>ri,  Dec.  19,  1766. 
"  The  letter  which  I  had  the  honour 
of  receiving  from  your  lordfhip,  dated 
the  9th  of  Auguft,  was  laid  before 
the  houfe  of  affembly  the  17th  of  laft 
month,  accompanied  by  :i  mcffafe. 

"  YeftcrJay  the  inclofed  aiklrefs 
was  prelented  to  mc  in  aulwer  to  my 
meffiiffe/' 

O 

Copy  of  Gcverncr  Sir  Hcmy  Moore's 
Mifhge^  to  the  General  Affembly  of 
hfiv-ToyL—In  his  Letter  of  the  igtb 
of  December,  1766. 

Nov.  17,  1766. 
Gentlemen  of  the  General  Affembly, 
In  confequence  of  a  report  mride  to 

the  Lords  Commiffionersrbr  Trade  and 
Plantations,  of  the  adt  paffed  in  the 
laft  feffioni  of  affembly,  lor  providing 

bai  racks. 
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barracks,  fuel,  &c.  for  his  Majefty's  We  hope  it  will  hi  confidered,  thaf 

troops  quartered  in  this  city,  and  my  we  arc  chofen  to  make  fuch  a  pco- 

letter  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate  on  the  Vlfion  for  the  fupport  of  his  Majelty's 

fame  occafion,  I  have  had  the  honour  government  in  this  colony  (as  well  as 

of  the  following  letter  from  the  Earl  for  other  important  purpofes)   as  is 

of  Shelburne.  moll  fuitahle  to  the  circumftan-fs  of 

[Here/oiltnvs  his  Lordjkip^s  Lttter  of  the  people  we  reprefent,   and  tiut  we 

the  (jthofAugufl,  1766-7;?/.  92.]  flionKl  be  guilty  of  a  breach  ot  that 

I  flatter  myfeU",   that  on  a  due  con-  moll  facred  trull,   if  we  fhould  load 


them  with  burthens  they  are  inca- 
pable of  lupporting. 

In  the  provifion  we  mide  laft  felfion 
for  quartering  two  battalions  and  one 
coinpany  of  artillery,  we  loaded  our- 
felves  with  a  burthen  much  greater 
than  any  of  the  nei^jbhouring  govern- 
ments lie  under  for  that  fervice,  and 
imagined,  that  far  from  being  ccn- 
fured  on  that  account,  it  would  be 
accepted  as  a  new  inllance  of  that 
Chief,  in  and  o'ver  the  Colony  of  loyalty  and  afFdftion  to  his  Majefty's 
NeiM-Tor/i,   and  the  Territories  de-    government,  of  which  this  colony  has 

exhibited  fo  many  proofs. 

We  beg  leave  further  to  reprefent  to 
your  Excellency,  that  by  ,the  aft  of 
parliament,  it  appears  to  be  the  in- 
tention of  the  Icgiflature,  to  provide 


^deration  of  this  letter,  no  difficulties 
can  polfibly  arife,  or  the  leall  objeftion 
be  made  to  the  provifion  for  the  troops, 
as  required  by  the  adl  of  parliament. 

Fort  George,  H.  Mo  ore. 

Nov.  17,  1766. 
Addrefs  of  the  General  Jj/imbly  ofNciv- 

Tork   to    Sir  Henry   Moore — In  his 

Letter  of  December  19,  1766.    . 
fo  his  Exce!le:icy  Sir  Henry  Moore,  Bart. 

Captain-General    and  Governor    in 


fending  thereon   in  America,   Chan- 
cellor and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  fame. 
The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  General  Af- 
fembly  of  the  f aid  Colony. 
May  it  plecfe  your  Excellency, 


We  his  Majefty's  moft  du  jful  and    for  the  quartering  foldiers  only  on  a 
alaliemblyof    march  :— But  accorJinsr  to  the  con- 


loyal  fubjedts,  the  genera 
the  colony  of  Mew- York,  have  taken 
your  Excellency's  nieflage  of  the  17  th 
of  November  iall  into  our  moll  fcrious 
confideration,  and  b  g  leave  to  allure 
your  Excellenc)',  that  nothing  would 
give  us  greater  plealure,  than  to  find 
it  in  our  power  to  comply  witli  every 
requifition,  tending  in  any  manner  to 
promote  his  Majeily's  f.Tvice-  It  is, 
therefore,    with  great  concern,    that 


ig  to  tne  con- 
llriidion  put  on  it  here,  it  is  required 
that  all  the  forces  which  Ihall  at  any 
time  enter  this  colony,  Ihall  be  quar- 
tcieJ,   during  the  whole  year,   in  a 

very  unufual  and  expenfive  manner 

That  by  the  marching  feveral  regi- 
ments into  this  colony,  this  expence 
would  become  ruinous  and  unfup- 
portable,  and  therefore  we  cannot, 
conliltent  with  our  duty  to  our  con- 


we  find  it  impollible  to  co.-.iply  with  llituents,  put  it  in  the  power  of  any 

what   is   now   d' manded,     confiilent  perlbn  (whatfoever  confidence  we  may 

with  our   obligntion.s   to  ou/  conlU-  have  in  his  prudence  and  integrity)  to 

tucnts.     We  lliall  always  be  re..dy  to  lay  fuch  a  burthen  on  them; 

give   the    ainplcll    tefti.isony   of  our  We  Ihould  be  very  lorry  to  differ 

loyalty  to  his  Majclly,  and  fubmilFion  with  your  Excellency  on  this,  or  any 

to   his  governnie:;t,  from  whi  h  we  other  political  fubjed,  and  therefore 

humbly  conceive  we  do  not  deviate,  it  is  proper  to  offer  theie  matters  to 

when  we  Ihew  a  regard  to  the  interells  yourconiideration,  in  hopes  that  they 

of  his  faithful  fubjcds  in  this  colony,  will  be  fuflicient  to  demoiiilrate,  that 

abfolutely    neceflary    for    their  pre-  the  objedlions  againll  making  the  pro- 

fervation.  vifion  re^^uired,  are  of  a  nature  the 

moll 
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moft  ferious  and  weighty  imaginable, 
and  therefore  we  humbly  intreat  your 
Excellency  to  fet  our  condudl  in  the 
mort  favourable,  that  is,  in  its  true 
light,  by  reprefenting  that  our  non- 
compliance on  this  occafion  proceeds 
intirely  from  a  juft  fenie  of  what  our 
duty  requires.  By  order  of  the  Ge- 
neral Afl'enibly. 

AJfembly-Chamber ,  W.  NicSLL,  Sp'. 
December  15,  1766. 

ExtraSi   of  a   Letter  from   Go'vermr 

Franklin  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne. 

[^Received  February  \,  1767]. 

Burlington,  Ne-w-'Jerfey, 
December  18,  1766. 
I  ihoulJ  mention,  however,  that  in 
the  "  aft  for  fupplying  the  feveral 
barracko  erefted  in  this  colony,  with 
furniture  and  other  ncceflaries  for  ac- 
commodating the  King's  troops,  in 
or  marching  through  this   colony," 
they  have,  inftead  of  fpecifying  the 
feveral  articles  required  to  be  furnilhed 
by  the  aft  of  parliament,  empowered 
the  barrack  maflers  to  provide  "  fire- 
wood,   bedding,   blankets,  and  fuch 
other  neceflaries,  as  have  been  here- 
tofore ufually  furnilhqd  to  the  feveral 
barracks  within  this  colony."     I  did 
all  I  could  to  prevail  on  them   to 
infert  the  very  words  of  the  aft  of 
parliament,  and  to  impowcr  the  bar- 
rack-mafters  to  furnifh,  at  the  expence 
of  the  province,  the  fame  articles  as 
were  therein  requirec'  : — But  it  was  to 
no  purpolb ;    tncy  laid  they  had  al- 
way.-,  furniOied  every  thing  which  was 
neceilary     that   the  officers  and  foi- 
diers  who  had  been  quartered  here, 
never  complained,  but,  on  the  con- 
tr:»ry,  many  of  them  aclinowledgcd 
they  were  better  acommodated  here 
than  r.hey  had  ever  been  at  barracks 
in  Europe ;    they  added,    that  they 
looked  upon  the  ad  of  parliament  for 
quartering  foldiers  in  America,  to  be 
virtually  as  much  an  aft  for  laying 
taxes  on  the  inhabitants  as  the  ftamp- 
aft,  and  that  it  was  more  partial,  as 
the  troops  were  kept  in  a  few  of  the 


i2r 

colonies,  whereby  others  were  ex- 
empted from  contributing  any  thing 
towards  the  expence.  I  wai.  therefore 
obliged  to  take  tbp  aft  as  it  was  ten- 
dered, or  to  let  his  Majelty's  troops 
remain  unprovii^ded  with  necefTaries— 
I  have,  how^ever,  the  pleafure  of 
finding  the  liegimenl  Aationed  in  this 
province  perffeftly  fatisfied  with  their 
quarters  —  No  complaints  whatever 
have  been  made  to  me,  and  I  believe 
there  are  but  few,  if  any  articles  of 
confequence,  required  by  the  aft  of 
parliament,  but  what  they  are  fur- 
nifhed  with  here. 
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Co/iy  of  an  Aa  pajfed  in  Ncw-Jerfey, 
appointing  Commifjioners  for  fupplyiHg 
the  feveral  Barracks  ereSed  in  this 
Colony,  •with  Furniture  and  other 
Neceffaries  for  accommodating  the 
King's  Troops,  in  or  marching  through 
that  Colony,  Wr. — In  Cov.  Frank- 
tin's  Letter  of  the  \%tb  of  December , 
1766. 

"  An  Aft,  appointing  Commiffioners 
for  fupplying  the  feveral  Barracks 
erefted  in  this  Colony,  with  Fur- 
niture and  other  Neceffaries  for  ac- 
commodating the  King's  Troops, 
in  or  marching  through  this  Co- 
lony, and  for  defraying  other  in- 
cidental Charges." 

I.  Whereas  by  an  aft  of  the  le- 
giflature  of  this  colony,  pafTed  in  the 
fifth  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty's 
rdgn,  certain  commiffioners  therein 
named,  were  impowcred  and  required 
to  lei!  all  the  perifhable  furniture  be- 
longing to  the  feveral  barracks  in  this 
colony,  and  as  it  'u  requifite  that  the 
faid  barracks  fhould  be  provided  with 
blankets,  beds,  and  other  neceflliries 
for  the  reception  of  the  King's  troops 
as  may  occafionally  march  through 
tlris  colony ;  Therefore 

II.  B«:  it  enafted,  by  the  Governor, 
Council,  and  General  Aliembly  ;  and 
it  is  liercUy  enafted  by  the  authority 
of  the  lame,  that  Daniel  Ellis,  Jofeph 
Hollinglhcad,  Abraham  Hunt,  Alex- 
ander Chambers,    Hendrick  Filhcr, 
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Reuben  Runyon,  Samuel  Sarjant, 
Thomas  Skinner,  Robert  Ogden,  and 
John  Blanchard,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  commiflioners  for 
the  feverai  barracks  in  this  colony, 
that  is  to  fay,  Daniel  Ellis  and  Joleph 
Hollingftiead  for  the  barracks  at  Bur- 
lington, Abraham  Hunt  and  Alex- 
ander Chambers  for  the  barracks  at 
Irenton,  Hendrick  Filher  and  Reu- 
ben Runyon,  for  the  barracks  at 
Kew  Brunfwick,  Samuel  Sarjant  and 
Thomas  Skinner,  for  the  barracks  at 
Perth  Amboy,  Robert  Ogden  and 
John  Blanchard,  for  the  barracks  at 
Elizabeth  Town. 

III.  And  be  It  further  enabled,  by 
the  authority  aforefaid,  that  it  Ihall 
and  may  be  lawful,  for  the  faid  com- 
miiTioners,  and  the  furvivors  of  them, 
at  each  refpetUve  place  aforefaid,  for 
which  they  are  appointed  commif- 
fioners  as  aforefaid,  and  they  and  the 
furvivors  of  them  are  hereby  im- 
powered  to  purchafe  firewood,  b;;d- 
ding,  blankets,  and  other  neceffaries, 
as  have  been  heretofore  ufually  fur- 
niflied  to  the  fcveral  barracks  within 
this  colony,  and  it  Ihall,  and  may  be 
lawful  lor  either  of  the  treafurers  of 
this  colony,  to  pay  to  the  fiid  Daniel 
Ellis,  Jofeph  Hollingfhead,  Abraham 
Hunt,  Alexander  Chambers,  Hen- 
drick Fiftier,  Reuben  Runyon,  Sa- 
'^I'homas  Skinner,  Ro- 
End  John  Blanchard, 
of  them,  fuch  fums 
may  be  wanted  for 
the  I'ervice  aforefaid,  not  exceeding 
the  fum  of  one  hundied  pounds, 
for  the  ule  of  each  of  the  faid 
five  barracks  in  this  colony,  oit 
of  the  money  made  currcit  for  the 
fervice  of  the  late  war,  or  now  in  the 
tre.:fury,  and  orders  with  a  receipt 
tbcreon,  or  receipts  figned  by  the 
aforefaid  commiflioners,  or  any  two 
of  them,  when  produced  by  the  faid 
treafurers,  or  either  of  them,  to  the 
General  Affembly,  (hall  difcharge  the 
faid  treafurers  refpeftively,  their  heirs, 
fxcc.i.ors,  and  admin  ihacors,  of,  and 


muel  Sarjant, 
bert  Ogden, 
or    any   two 
of  money  as 


from  fo  much  as  they  (hall  have  paid, 
by  virtue  of  this  aft,  and  the  faid 
commiffioners,  their  heirs,  executors, 
and  adminiftrators,  are  hereby  made 
accountable  to  the  General  Affembly 
of  this  province,  for  all  fuch  fums  of 
money  as  they  (hall  refpedlively  re- 
ceive in  purfuance  of  this  aft. 

IV.  And  beitcnafted,  by  the  autho- 
rity aforefaid,  that  the  commiflioners 
af.)refaid,  and  the  care  of  the  feverai 
barracks  within  this  colony,  fliall  be 
under  the  fame  regulations  as  in,  and 
by  the  aforefaid  recited  aft,  is  re- 
quired and  direfted. 

V.  And  whereas  it  is  reafonable 
that  fundry  incidental  charges  of  this 
colony  (hould  be  paid  ;  be  it  enafted, 
by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  there 
be  paid  out  of  the  public  monies,  now 
in  the  hands  of  tlie  treafurers  of  this 
colony,  the  fums  following ;  viz. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Stevens,  Efq; 
two  pounds,  feven  fliillings,  and  four- 
pence,  for  fending  an  exprefs  into  this 
colony  to  inform  the  inhabitants  of  a 
laige  fum  of  counterfeit  Jerfey  bills 
of  credit,  being  arrived  in  a  velfel 
from  England. 

To  the  perfons  who  apprehended 
John  Johnfon,  John  Fagan,  and  John 
Grimes,  the  fum  of  thirty  pounds,  to 
be  paid  to  Benjamin  Davids  and  John 
Robins,  and  appropriated  in  manner 
following  ;  to  wit  :  To  Benjamin 
Davids,  for  his  aftivity  in  taking  and 
expences  in  carrying  the  felons  to 
gaol,  the  fum  of  ten  pounds :  —To 
John  R(.)bins,  for  his  extraordinary 
adivity,  the  fum  of  fix  pounds— th« 
remainder  of  faid  thirty  pounds  to  be 
paid  to  the  other  perfons  concerned  in 
fearching  for,  and  fccuring  the  faid 
felons,  in  fuch  proportion  as  tlic  faid 
Benjamin  Davids  and  John  Robins 
lh.all  adjudge  the  fame. 

To  Cortland  Skinner,  Efq;  two 
pounds,  ten  (luilings,  for  an  exprefs 
to  New-Yorl:  during  the  fitting  of 
this  feflion. 

To  John  Allen,  late  barrack-mafter 
at  Irenton,    in  full  of  his  account* 

thirty- 
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thirty-nine  pounds,    feventeen  fliil- 
lings,  and  nine-pence. 

All  which  faid  feveral  fums  laft 
mentioned,  fliall  be  paid  to  the 
feveral  perfons  by  the  treafurers  of  this 
colony,  or  either  of  them,  on  war- 
rants to  be  produced  to  them,  or 
either  of  them,  figned  by  the  Go- 
vernor, or  commander  in  chief  for 
the  time  being,  in  council,  and  the 
warrants  fo  figned,  with  indorfe- 
ments  thereon,  made  by  the  perfons 
to  whom  the  fame  (hall  refpcdively 
be  made  payable,  (hall  be  fufiicicnt 
vouchers  to  difcharge  them  the  fald 
treafurers,  or  either  of  them,  and 
their,  or  either  of  their  heirs,  exe- 
cutors, and  adminiiirators,  of,  and 
from  fo  much  of  the  faid  money. 

y«w  25,   1766. 

This  bill  having  been  three  times 
Tea-i  in  the  Houfe  of  Rcprefentatives, 
Refolved  that  the  fame  do  pafs.  By 
order  of  the  houfe. 

Cortland  Skinner,  Sp^ 
Council-Chamber,  June  z6,  1766. 

This  bill  having  been  three  times 

read  in  council, — Refolved  that  the 

fame  do  pafs.     liy  order  of  the  houfe. 

Peter  Kemble,  Sp^ 

Perth  Jmhoy,  June  28,  1766. 

I  aflbnt  to  this  bill,  enafting  the 
fame,  and  order  it  to  be  inrollcd. 

William  Franklin. 


Extra  ff  nf  a  Later  from  Gcvevnor  Ber- 
rnrd  to  the  Earl  cf  Shclburnc, 
[ Received  February  9 ,    1767.] 

Bcjhn,  December  6,  ij66. 
I  h:ive  the  honour  to  inform  your 
lordOiip,  that  the  ad  for  making  a 
compcn(ation  to  the  i'ufFerers  by  the 
late  riots,  pafled  tlic  two  houles,  and 
received  my  confent  this  day,  being 
the  fourth  from  their  meeting,  after 
the  ajjournmeat.  The  a6l  has  re- 
ceived very  little  alteration  from  the 
bill  wliich  T  fent:  to  your  lordlhip, 
with  my  letter  of  the  14th  of  No- 
vember. It  pa/lcd  the  Houfe  of 
K-eprefentativea   by  fifty-two  againll 
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thirty-five,  and  in  the  Council,  four- 
teen to  one. 

The  confiderable  majority  in  the 
houfe,  and  the  almoft  unanimous 
voice  of  the  Council,  together  with 
the  difpatch  with  which  it  has  been 
carried  through  both,  will,  I  hope, 
in  fome  degree,  apologize  for  the 
delay  and  difficulty  which  this  bu- 
finefs  has  met  with  heretofore. 

I  fliould  not  have  thought  myfelf 
warranted  in  pafling  an  aft  of  in- 
demnity in  a  common  cafe,  wtiout 
fome  previous  inftrudlion  or  orlor  for 
that  purpofe :  But  this  aft  fecrns  to 
me  (0  conformable  to  his  Maiefiy's 
gracious  intention,  as  it  has  been  fig- 
nified  to  me  by  your  lorifhip,  and 
Mr.  Secretary  Conway,  that  I  think 
I  can't  have  miftaken  my  duty,  ia 
what  I  huve  now  done.  However, 
if  r  have,  the  confirmation  cf  the  aft 
is  ftill  in  his  Majelly's  hands. 


Cofy  of  a  Letter  from  Deputv  Gn-vernor 
Sharpe  to  the  Earl  of  Shdvurne, 
\Recei'ved  February  13,  1767.] 

Annapolis,  Maryland, 
Dec.  9,  1766. 
My  Lcrd, 
The  two  letters  your  lord/hip  wai 
pleafed  to  write  to  me  the  9th  of 
Auguft  laft,  havii),r  lately  come  to 
my  hands,  I  now  do  myie.t  the  honor 
to  acknowledge  my  receipt  thereof, 
and  to  affure  your  lordfhip,  th;it 
whatever  commands  your  lordfliip 
miv  at  any  time  communicate  to  me, 
will  be  punftually  obeyed.  In  a  letter 
I  took  the  libert}'  to  addrels  to  Mr. 
Secretary  Conway  latt  July,  in  anivvtr 
to  his  of  the  31(1  of  March,  I  p  o- 
mi  fed  to  lay  the  fame,  together  with 
tlie  refolves  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons theiein  tranfmitted,  before  the 
ailembly  of  this  province  at  their  firll 
meeting,  which  I  have  fince  done, 
and  have  now  t\\t  fatisfaftion  10  in- 
form your  lordlhip,  that  upon  my 
recommending  it  to  tliem  to  take  the 
letter  and  refolves  into  confideration, 
R2  an4 
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and  chearfully  to  comply  wth  his 

Majefty's  requifition  thereby  fignified, 
they  immediately  voted  a  compen- 
fation  to  the  perfon  whole  houfe  had 
been  palled  down  by  the  mob  that 
affembled  in  the  night  of  the  2d  of 
September,  1765,  and  alfo  to  another 
perfon  who  had  fuftered  a  fmall  lofs 
at  that  time,  with  which  compen- 
fation  the  fufferers  are,  I  underftand, 
entirely  fatii:fied.  I  muft  alfo,  ia 
juftice  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  pro- 
vince in  general,  aflure  your  lo.-dlhip, 
that  fince  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp-ad 
wiis  notified  to  them,  they  have  not 
fhewed  the  leaft  figus  of  difjo;:tent, 
ncr  ha  e  murmurings  been  heard 
anioiigii:  them  ;  but,  as  far  as  I  can 
judge,  their  behaviour  has  manifcfted 
the  hij'.heft  ratisfaftion  at  the  late 
meafures  of  the  Britifli  Itgiflature, 
while  their  declarations  have  been 
exprcfiive  of  unfeigned  loyalty  and 
gratitude  to  our  gracious  fovereign, 
and  of  the  gieatelt  att  .chment  to  the 
mother-country.     I  am,  &c. 

Horatio  Sharpe. 


Extras  if  a  Letter  from  Lhuteiiant-Go- 
njcrnor  Colden  to  the  Earl  of  lihel- 
bur  tie. 
[Received  Feiruary  18,  1767.] 
Ne-w-7'ork,  December  26,  1766. 
"  In  my  letter  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Conway  of  the  24th  of  June,  I  in- 
formed him,    that  the  ailembly,    in 
their  feflion  in  June  laft,  would  not 
xecompenfe  me  for  the  loii'es  I  fuftain- 
ed  by  the  mob,  the  ift  of  November 
laft  year.     They  have  again,  in  their 
laft  feCions,  refufcd  payment,    with 
this    reafon    annexed,     that    I    had 
brought  them  upon  myfelf  by    my 
mifconduft." 


Bxtrall  of  a  Letter  from  Major  General 
Gnge  to  the  Earl  rf  Skclbiirns. — //  ith 
Copy  of  an  Inclojure  thtrcin. 
[Received  February  i8,  1767.] 

January  17,  1767. 

"  The  packet  had  failed  with  the 

December  mail,  before  J  gota  light 
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oftheaddrefs  from  the  General  Af- 
fembly  of  this  province,  to  their  Go- 
vernor, upon  the  fubjcft  of  your  lord- 
fliip's  letter  to  him,  concerning  the 
quartering  of  his  Majefty's  troops, 
according  to  the  full  extent  and  mean- 
ing of  the  aft  of  parliamert  made  in 
that  refpeft.  Sir  Henry  Moore  will 
have  tranfmitted  your  lordfhip  a  copy 
of  the  faid  addrefs,  and  I  have  the 
honour  to  inclofe  your  lord  (hip  a  return 
of  the  number  of  troops  quartcrei  in 
the  inhabited  parts  of  this  province. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Prevoft  has 
brought  here  one  hundred  and  eighty«t 
eight  recruits  from  Hamburgh*  to 
compleat  the  fwo  battalions  of  the 
Royal  American  regiment,  and,  as 
they  will  not  be  able  to  join  their  re- 
fpeftive  battalions  till  the  fpring,  I 
have  wrote  to  the  Governor  of  Con- 
nefticut,  to  defire  he  would  provide 
quarters  for  them  in  his  government 
till  the  month  of  April.  As  the  co- 
lony of  Connedicur  has  never  eredled 
any  bnrracks  in  their  country  for  the 
uie  of  his  Majefty's  troops,  they  muft 
be  quartered  there  on  public  houfes^ 
in  the  fame  manner  as  in  England.  I 
have  not  yet  received  the  Governor's 
anfwer  to  this  requifition.'' 

Return  of  his  Majefty's  Troops, 
quartered  in  the  Provincial  Bar- 
racks, in  the  Province  of  New- 
York. 
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Thomas  Gage, 

Commander  in  Chief. 
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Copy  of  an  ASf  to  furnijh  the  Barracks 
in  the  Cities  ofNetu-Tork  and  Albany 
•with  Firenuood,  Candles,  and  the 
other  Necejfaries  therein-mentionedy 
for  his  Majefy's  Troops. 

[Received  OSoher  6,   1766.] 

"  An  Aft  to  furnifli  the  Barracks  in 
the  Cities  of  New- York  and  Al- 
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crofs  bars,  one  hatchet,  one  Iron  can- 
dleftick,  one  table,  two  benches,  and 
one  bucket ;  and  with  lire-wood  and* 
candles,  as  follows : — for  every  room 
for  officers,  and  for  every  room  for 
non-commiflioned  officers  and  private 
men,  to  contain  fourteen  men  each. 


from  the  ill  of  Oftober  to  the  ift  of 
bany  with  Firewood  and  Candles,    April,  three-eights  of  a  cord  of  wood 
and   the  other  Neceffaries  there-    per  week  for  each  room,  and  for  five 
for    his   Majefty's    weeks  preceding  the  lA  of  Oftobcr, 
and  five  weeks  after  the  ift  of  April, 
three-fixteenths  of  a  cord  of  wood  per 
week,  and  for  the  fixteen  remaining 


in-mentioned. 
Forces." 

Whereas  it  has  been  reprefented  to 
the  General  Aflembly,  that  It  is  re 


quifite  for  his  Majefty's  fervice,  pro-    weeks,  one  eighth  of  a  cord  of  wood 


vifion  fhould  be  made  at  this  time,  for 
furniftiing  the  barracks  in  the  cities 
of  New-York  and  Albany  with  fundry 
neceffaries,  for  the  more  comfortable 
reception  of  his  Majefly's  troops,  that 
now  are,   or  loon  may  be  quartered 
in  the  faid  barracks,    and  the  Ge- 
neral Affembly  being  willing  to  make 
provifion  for  the  fame,  pray  that  it 
may  be  enafted ;     Be    it    therefore 
enadled  by  his  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor, the  Council,  and  the  General 
Aflembly.     And  it  is  hereby  enafted 
by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  that  the 
mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen  of  the 
cities  of  New- York  and  Albany  re- 
fpeftively,  or  fuch  perfon  or  perfcns 
as  they,  or  the  major  part  of  them 
refped\ively  fliall  appoint,    fhall,   as 
foon  as  may  be  after  the  publication 
of  this  aft,  furnifti  the  barracks  in  the 
faid  cities  with   the  faid  neceffaries 
hereafter  mentioned  ;  that  is  to  fay, 
*•  For  the  officers  rooms,  each,  one 
pair  of  hand  iions,  one  pair  of  tongs, 
one  fire-ftiovel,  one  table,  two  chairs, 
and  one  tandleftick,   and   for  every 
officer,  fcventeen  fliillings  fterling  for 
one  year  in  place  of  bedding— for 
every  room  for  non-commiffioned  of- 
ficers and  foldiers,  each  room  to  con- 
tain fourteen  men,  feven  cribs,  feven 
bed-cafes,  feven  bolfters  to  be  filled 
•with  ibaw  every  tiiree  months,  four- 
teen blankets,    two  iron  pofts,   two 
trammels,  one  pair  of  tongs,  one  firc- 
^ovel,  OTiC  pair  of  hand-irons,  two 


It., 


per  week,  one  pound  of  candles  per 
week  for  the  winter  only  for  each 
room,    and  for  the   guard-room  in 
winter  three  candles  each  night,  and 
in  fummer  two  candles  each  night,  of 
ten  candles  to  the  pound,"  always 
provided,    that  the  provifion  hereby 
made,   doth  not  exceed  the  fpace  of 
one  year,  to  commence  from  the  pub- 
lication hereof;  and  that  the  whole 
number  of  troops  in  both  cities,  doth 
not  exceed    two   battalions   of   five 
hundred  men  each,  officers  included, 
and  one  company  of  royal  artillery, 
and  alfo  that  no  rooms  be  fupplied 
with  fire-wood  and  candles,  or  other 
neceffaries  furnifhed  either  for  officers 
or  men,  but  for  fuch  as  aftually  refide 
in  the  barracks,  in  either  of  the  cities 
of   New- York   and   Albany.      And 
that  the  faid  mayor,   recorder,  and 
aldermen  of  the  faid  cities,    or  the 
major  part  of  them  refpeftivelyj  may 
be  enabled  to  furnifti  the  feveral  ar- 
ticles and  things  by  this  aft  direfted. 
Be  it  cnafted  by  the  fame  authority, 
that  the  treafurer  of  this  colony,  out 
of  the  monies  remaining  in  his  hands, 
by  virtue  of  an  aft  of  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  the  Council,  and  the  Ge 
neral  Affembly,  paffed  the  twentieth 
day  of  March,  one  thoufand,  feven 
hundred,     r.nd    fixty-two,     intitled, 
"  An  Aft,  direfting  the  Treafurer  of 
this  Colony  to  pay  the  Commander 
in  Chief  of  all  his  f'lajefty's  Forces  in 
North-America,    tlie   Sum  of  Four 

Thoufand, 
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Thoufand,  Seven  Hundred  and  Nine- 
ty-Pounds for  his  Majefty's  Service, 
to  be  repaid  when  his  Majelty  ftiall 
think  proper"  pay  unto  the  mayor, 
jrecorder,  and  aldermen  of  the  faid 
cities  of  New- York  and  Albany,  or 
the  major  part  of  them  refpeftively,  or 
to  their  refpeftive  orders,  from  time 
to  time,  fuch  fum  and  fums  of  money 
as  fhall  be  rcquifite  to  furnilh  the  fe- 
verat  neceflaries  aforefaid,  whofe  re- 
fpeftive  receipts  fliall  be  good  and  fuf- 
iicent  vouchers  to  the  f  lid  treafurer, 
for  fuch  fums  of  money  as  (hall  be 
therein  fpecitied.  And  be  it  enadcd 
by  the  fame  authority,  ihat  the  mayor, 
recorder,  and  aldermen  of  the  cities 
«f  New- York  aj»d  Albany,  or  the 
wnjor  pa-t  of  them  rclpeclivciy,  Ihall 
keep,  or  caufe  to  be  kept,  juft,  true, 
ami  regular  accounts  of  the  monies 
tv  them  refpedftively  expended  in 
confequence  of  this  &&.,  and  fuch  ac- 
counts ftiall  render  on  oath,  to  the 
Governor,  the  Council,  and  the  Ge- 
neral Affembly,  when  by  them,  or 
either  of  them,  theieunto  required. 
tro'viHctof  Ntiu-Tofk,  July  lO,  1766. 

This  ac\  was  pafied  by  the  General 
Affembly  of  the  laid  province  the 
jyth  day  of  June,  1766.  By  the 
Council  on  the  27th  day  of  the  fame 
month  of  June;  and  on  the  third  day 
ef  Ji.Iy  inllant,  was  affented  to  by  his 
Excellency  the  Governor — and  the 
yrcccding  is  a  true  copy  of  the  ori- 
ginal examined  by  me, 

GtoRGE  Banyan,  D.  Secretary. 

Copy  of  a  Mcjfage  from  the  Hcu'e  of 
Rcpri'i'ntaiives  to  Go'Vernor  Bernard 
I        ---in  iio'vernor  Bernard's  of  the  ij\t/j 
end  \ith  ofFtbruary,  1767. 
(No.   J.) 
May  it  pleafc your  Excellency, 
The  Houle  of  Reprefentatives  beg 
.  to  be  informed  by  your  Excellency, 
"  \vhether  any  provihon  has  been  made 
at  the  expence  of  this  government, 
tor  his  Majeilv's  troops  lately  arrived 
ift  this  harbour,  anu  by  v/hom  ?  And 
alio,    whether  your  Excellency  has 
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reafon  to  expedl  the  arrival  of  any 

more  to  be  quartered  in  this  province. 

ExtraSi  of  a  Letter  from  Go'Vernor  Ber- 
nard to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne. 
[^Received  March  10,  1767.] 

Bojion,  Dec.  24,  1766. 

(No.  II.) 
It  has  been  ufual  in  this  govern- 
ment,  to  reprint  fuch  arts  of  parlia- 
ment as  extend  to  America,  by  order 
of  the  Govern' r,  with  the  advice  of 
the  Council ;  the  ibmpart  itfclf  was 
reprinted  by  the  printer  of  the  go- 
vernment, by  fuch  order.     Laft  fum- 
mer,    having  received  feven  arts  of 
parliament  paffed  the  laft  feffion  re- 
lat  ng  to  America,   I  communicated 
theie  to  the  Council,  and  it  appear- 
ing that  four  of  them  were  interclHng 
to  this  province,   the  Council  advifed 
that  they  fhoulJ  be  printed  by  the 
printers  of  the  laws,   and  it  was  ac- 
cordingly ordered.    Among  thefe  arts 
'vas  th;,-  Mutiny  Art,  which  it  feems 
has  given  as  much  umbrage  to  this 
AlTemblv  as  it  has  done  to  that  of  a 
neiglibouring  province,  though  it  has 
not  yet  fo  fully  flioived  it(e!f.     In  the 
interval  of  the  adjournment  of  the 
Affembly,  a  tranfport,  with  two  com- 
panies   of   attil!eiy  on    board,     was 
driven  in  here   by  ftrcfs  of  weather  j 
the  commanding  officer  applic^d  to  mc 
for  quarters  -  I  laid  the  bufineis  before 
the  Council :  The  art  of  par'iameut 
war.  conlultcd,  and  the  Council  ad- 
vifed me  to  order  tlie  commiffary  to 
furnifh  them  with  what  they  demand- 
ed undsr   the   ail.      When  the  Af- 
fjmbiy  nict,   this  matter  was  moved 
in  the  houle,   and  a  committee  was 
appointed  "  to  prepare  a  niefiage  to 
the  Council,  to  e,u|uire  by  what  au- 
thority any  arts  of  parliament  are  rc- 
giftercd  among  the  laws  of  this  pro- 
vince."   Tills  ni'-'ifage  was  a:cording- 
ly  fent  up  by  five  members,  and  had 
this  quelfion  at  the  end  of  it,  "  Whe- 
tlier  they  knew  of  any  art  requiring 
the  regilb-y  of  ordinances,  which  th:s 
Icgiflaturc  never  confcntcd  to  ?"  Th* 

nexc 


?  R   I   O   R      DO 

next  morning  the  houfc  fent  up  ano- 
ther meflage  to  the  Council,  to  en- 
quire "  Whether  the  board,  or  the 
Governor  and  Coupcil,  had  made  any 
provifion  for  his  Majefty's  troops 
lately  arrived  in  this  harbour,  and 
how  ?"  I  had  before,  upon  another 
occafion,  cautioned  the  Council  againft 
anfwering  whilit  Atiing  in  thc:r  Icgif- 
lative  capacity  without  me,  for  what 
they  did  as  a  privy  council  with  me, 
and  I  renewed  this  caution  at  this 
time,  and  added,  tliat  application 
fliould  be  made  to  me,  and  to  irc 
only,  for  an  account  of  what  w. 
done  in  the  privy-council.  Th 
Council,  tbereiore,  anfwi-icd  to  both 
the  meflages :  "  That  the  orders  re- 
lative to  thole  matters,  were  given  by 
the  Governor  with  the  advic."  of 
Council,  and  therefore  the  houfe  was 
referred  to  the  Governor  for  the  in- 
formation they  defired."  This  an- 
fwer  was  voied  by  the  houl'e  to  be 
not  fatisfaftory,  and  a  committee  was 
appointed  "  to  take  the  anfwer  and 
matter  into  conlidcjaiion  in  the  recefs, 
and  to  report  what  ib  proper  to  be 
done." 
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fuch,  except  from  common  report,  to 
which  I  gave  little  credit. 


Copy  of  a  Mcffuge  from  Governor  Ber- 
nard to  th;  Houfe  of  Reprefentali'vcs 
—In  Governor  Bernard's  Letters  of 
the  Xi^th  and  \%th  of  February ,  1767. 
Gentlemen  of  the   Houfe   of  Repre^ 

fentati'ves. 
In  anfwer  to  your  mcfl'iige  of  this 
day,  I  fend  you  a  copy  of  chj  minutes 
of  Council,  by  which  prcvifirn  for 
the  artillery  company  at  the  Caltlc, 
in  purfua.ice  ot  tho  late  ad  of  par- 
liament, was  made. 

I  intended  to  lay  the  matter  before 
you,  and  had  given  orders  for  an 
account  of  the  prefcnt  cxpcnce  to  be 
made  out  for  that  purj-olc,  which 
having  received  iince  your  meiTage 
came  to  me,  I  hereby  coaimunicate. 

I  have  received  no  advice  whatever 
of  any  other  troops  being  to  be  quar- 
tered in  this  province,  nor  have  I 
any  reafon  to  cxpecl   the  arrival  of 


Copy  of  a  Mefjage  from  the  Houfe  of 
Repreftntatives  to  Go'vernor  BtrnarJl 
—In  Governor  Bernard's  Letters  of 
the  ij^h  and  lit  h  of  February,  1767. 
(No.  III.) 
May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 
In  reply  to  your  mefiage  of  the  30th 
of  January,  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta-   . 
tives  beg  leave  to  obferve.  That  it  is 
by  virtue  of  the  royal  charter  alone, 
that  the  Governor  and  Council  have 
any  authority  to  iflue  money  out  of  the 
treafury,  and  that  only  according  to 
fuch  ads  as  are,  or  may  be  in  force 
within  the  province.    This  claule  was 
intended  to  fecure  to  the  lioufe  of 
Reprefentatives,  the  privilege  of  ori- 
ginating, granting,  and  difpofing  of 
taxci  : — But  we  apprehend  it  would 
be  of  very  little  vake  and  importance, 
if  it    fliould  ever   become   a  fettled 
rule,  that  the  Houfe  are  obliged  to 
impofe  and  levy  affeffments,  rates  and 
taxes,  upon  the  eilates  or  pcrfons  of 
their  conltituents,  for  the  payment  of 
fuch  cxpences  as  may  be  incurred  bv 
virtue  of  an  order  of  tlie  GovcriiOr  and 
Council,  without  the  knowledge  and 
coiifent  of  the  houfe.     Your  Excel- 
lency,   therefore,    in    giving    orders 
with  the  advice  of  the  Council,  for 
making    provifion    for   the  artillery 
companies  at  the  Caftle,  adcd,  in  an 
cfTential  point,  contrary  to  the  plain 
intention  of  the  charter  of  the  pro- 
vince, wherein  the  powers  of  the  fe- 
veral   branches  of  tiie   General  Af- 
fembly,  ;ire  Jecl.ired  and  limited.    If, 
however,  there  was  an  urgent  necef- 
fity  for  this  pioceduie  in  the  recels  of 
the  ''ourt,  wc-  are  very  much  furprized 
that  your  Excellency  fliould  fuft'er  the 
whole  of  the  lafl  fefiion  of  the  Ge- 
neral Aiibmbly  to  pafs  over  without 
laying  this  matter  before  us,  and  that 
it  was  again  otnitfed  in  tlie  prcfent 
feilion,    'till    the   home   had   w..ited 
upon  your  J'.xctllcncy  with  their  mef- 
fag.'.      It  is  t!ic  juil  expectation  of 
:■  -  ->:■     v;..  this 
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this  houfe,  founded  in  the  principles 
of  the  conftitiuion,  to  have  the  earliell 
notice  of  a  matter  of  this  nature,  and 
we  cannot  but  rcmonftrate  to  your 
Excellency,  that  the  omilfion  of  it 
Wai  in  breach  of  our  privilege. 

But  may  it  pleale  your  Excel- 
lency, it  is  ftill  more  grievous  to  us, 
to  find  your  Excellency  making  men- 
tion of  a  late  adl  of  parliament,  in 
purfuance  of  which,  your  Excellency 
and  the  Council  li.ave  created  this  ex- 
pence  to  the  province  One  great 
grievance,  in  regard  to  the  ilamp- 
ad,  was,  that  it  deprived  us  of  the 
advantage  of  a  fundamental  and  moll 
effential  part  of  the  Britilh  conlU- 
tntion,  the  unalienable  right  of  free- 
dom from  all  taxation,  but  fucii  as 
we  fliall  voluntarily  confent  to  and 
grant : — while  we  feel  a  feiifc  of  the 
worth  and  importance  of  this  right, 
we  cannot  but  exprefs  a  very  deep 
concern,  that  an  aol  of  parliament 
ihould  yet  be  in  being,  which  ap- 
pears to  us  to  be  as  real  a  grievance, 
as  was  that  which  fo  juftly  alarmed 
this  continent.  Your  Exxellcncy, 
and  the  Council,  by  taldng  tliis  ftep, 
have  unwarrantably  and  unconftitu- 
tionally  fubjefted  the  people  of  this 
province  to  an  expence,  vvitliout 
giving  this  houfe  an  opportunity  of 
palling  their  judgment  upon  it,  and 
have  alfo  piu  it  out  of  our  power,  by 
an  att  of  our  own,  to  tellify  the  fame 
chearfulnefs  whi.h  this  aiiemblv  has 
always  Ihewn,  in  granting  to  liis  iVIa- 
icfty,  of  their  free  accord,  fucii  aids 
as  his  Majelly's  fer^ice  has,  from 
time  to  time,  retjuircd. 

Cofj  of  a  MeJTage  frcm  Gt"jcrn:'r  Ber- 
nard to  the  Hoiije  cf  Riprefititative!, 
February  17,  1767  —  In.  Covimor 
Bernard's  Letters  of  the  n^tb  and 
Xith  of  February,  1 767. 
(No",  IV.) 

Bojicn,  Feb.  19. 
Tuefday  laft  his  Excellency  was  pleaf- 
ed  to  fend  the  following  MelTage 
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to  the  Hon.  Houfe  of  Reprercnta- 

tives  ;  viz. 

Gentltmen  of  the  Houfe  of  Ripre- 
/en  tat  I've  s. 

The  charges  againft  me  and  the 
Council,  contained  in  your  mefT.jve 
of  the  4th  inftant,  have  had  a  full 
confideration  ;  the  refult  of  which  i?, 
that  tlie  proceedings  in  making  pro- 
vifion  for  the  King's  troops  lately  ar- 
rived here,  appear  to  be  conditutional 
and  warrantable,  and  are  juf'-ified  not 
only  by  the  ufage  of  this  government, 
but  by  the  authority  of  the  General 
Court  itfelf. 

The  barracks  at  the  Caftle  were 
built  by  order  of  the  General  Court, 
for  the  reception  of  the  King's  troops 
when  they  (hould  arrive  here,  that 
the»c  might  be  no  occafion  for  quar- 
tering them  upon  the  inhabitants. 
Fuel  and  candle  are  nccefiary  to  the 
occupation  of  barracks — v/ithout  them 
no  troops  could  go  in  or  llay  there, 
it  being  an  allowance  always  inci- 
dental to  tlieir  living  in  barracks. 
When,  therefore,  the  General  Court 
ordered  thcfe  barracks  to  be  built  for 
troop-s,  it  mull  have  been  imj^lied, 
that  the  incidental  necelTarits  Ihould 
be  provided  for  the  troops  when  they 
went  into  them — ctherwife,  we  muft 
fuppofe  that  the  Gciieral  Court  did 
net  intend  that  the  barracks  fiiould  be 
applied  to  the  ufe  for  which  they 
were  built. 

The  manner  of  making  the  pro- 
vifion,  and  the  provifion  itfelf,  were 
agreeable  to  the  ufage  of  this  go- 
vernment in  the  like  c.ifes.  It  con- 
fided of  fuel  and  candle  only,  which 
are  alifolutely  neccUary,  and  always 
have  been  allowed  in  thofe  barracks, 
and  it  did  not  include  feveral  articles 
prefcribcd  by  the  ad;  of  parliament, 
and  therefore  it  was  wholly  conform- 
able to  the  ufage  of  the  government 
and  tlie  ncceff.ty  of  the  cafe,  but  to 
the  aft  only,  as  it  coincided  with  it. 
If  there  had  been  no  fucJi  ad,  the 
Council  would  have  thought  them- 
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ftlves  oblfged  to  have  advifed  the  or- 
dering tliis  provifion,  as  it  was  neccf 
fary  to  the  ufe  of  the  barracks,  it 
being  their  duty,  in  tlie  recefs  of  the 
General  Court,  to  aflift  me  in  carry- 
ing into  execution,  by  the  ufual 
means,  an  e(labli(hment  provided  for 
the  convenience  of  the  people. 

As  to  your  complaint  againfl:  me, 
for  not  laying  this  matter  before  you 
during  the  whole  of  laft  feflion,  and 
part  of  this  feflion,  I  fhall  only  ftate 
the  fafts,  and  leave  it  there.  What 
you  call  the  whole  of  laft  feflion,  was 
only  the  fix  laft  days  of  it,  when  you 
met  after  an  adjournment,  to  pafs 
upon  the  Compei)fation  Bill.  As 
foon  as  you  had  finiftjcd  that  bufinefs, 
you  defired  me  to  grant  you  a  recefs 
-—I  did  (o,  and  told  you  at  the  fame 
time,  that  upon  that  account,  I  had 
poftponed  all  other  bufinefs  to  the 
next  feflion.  As  to  the  part  of  this 
feflion,  it  was  not  forty-eight  hours, 
and  within  that  time  I  had  given 
orders  for  making  out  an  account  of 
the  expence  of  the  provifion  in  order 
to  lay  it  before  you,  and  I  adlually 
received  it  within  two  hours  after  I 
had  your  meflfage.  This  is  the  whole 
of  what  you  tall  an  omiflion  in  breach 
of  your  privilege. 
Council-Chamber.     Fr.a\  Bernard. 


139 


Ext raSl  from  the  Journals  of  the  Upper 
Houfe  of  Affembly  —  In  Go'vernor 
Wright's,  (No.  IV.)  of  the  6tb  of 
April,   1767. 

Georgia,  Die  Martis,  20°.  January , 
1767. 

Mr.  Prefident  informed  the  Houfe, 
that  he  had  two  Meflagcs  from  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  figned 
by  his  Excellency,  which  he  was 
diredled  to  lay  before  the  Houfe, 
and  he  delivered  them  in  at  the 
Table,  where  the  fame  were  read, 
one  of  which  is  as  follows  ;  viz. 

"  Honourable  Gentlemen, 
*'  It  is  always  with  reluftance,  that 

I  mention  any  matter  of  expence  to 

you,    but  having  lately  received  a 


letter  from  Captain  Phillips,  the  of- 
ficer commanding  the  detachment  of 
his  Majefty's  troops  in  this  province, 
inclofing  me  a  lift  of  neceflanes  allow- 
ed by  the  Mutiny  aft  to  foldicrs  in 
America,  and  requefting  to  know 
where  he  is  to  procure  the  fame ;  it 
is  my  duty  to  lay  this  matter,  toge- 
ther with  the  a£l  of  parliament,  before 
you,  and  to  recommend  it  to  your 
ferious  confideration,  and  hope  you 
will,  as  far  as  lies  with  you,  enable 
me  to  comply  with  the  direftion  con- 
tained in  the  faid  a£l. 
'*  Savannah,         James  Wright." 

Extrail  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Lieu-' 

tenant  Phillips. 
"  I  beg  your  Excellency  will  be 
pleafed  to  forgive  the  trouble  I  give 
you,  by  inclofing  a  lift  of  the  necef- 
faries  allowed  to  foldiers  wherever 
they  are  lodged  in  barracks,  and  in- 
treat  your  dire£lions  where  I  am  to 
procure  them  for  the  garrifons  in  your 
Excellency's  province." 
A  Lift  of  Nectaries  for  the  Soldiers  e« 

the  Out-Pofts, 
"  Candles  for  the  guard  and  hofpi- 
tal — wood  for  the  garrifons — bedding 
and  bedfteads — rum  and  vinegar,  &c. 
as  ordered  by  the  Mutiny-aft— cook- 
ing utcnfils,  pots,  platters,  fpoons, 
&c.  &c. — axes  to  cut  their  wood, 
and  tables  and  forms. 

"  (Signed)    Ralph  Phillips, 
"  Charles-To'wn,  Jan.  6,  1767.** 

"  The  command  at  Augufta,  aa 
ofitcer,  a  furgeon's  mate,  and  twenty 
privates. 

"  The  command  at  Frederica,  a 
ferjeant  and  ten  privates,  but  at  pre- 
fent  only  a  corporal  and  nine  pri- 
vates." 

"  Refolved,  Nemine  Dijfenfientef 
That  this  houfe  will  readily  and  chear- 
fully  concur  with  the  Commons  Houfe 
in  every  meafure  that  may  be  judged 
expedient  to  carry  the  feveral  matters 
into  execution,  recommended  by  his 
Excellency  in  his  faid  meflTages. 

$  "  Refolved, 
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«*  Refolved,  That  an  humbte  ad* 
drefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  acquainting  his  Ex- 
ctllency  with  the  aforegoing  refo- 
lution. 

"  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Powell  and 
Mr.  Johnfon  do  prefent  the  faid  ad- 
drefs." 

A  true  copy,   examined  and  cer- 
tified by       C.  Watson,  C.  G.  A. 
I         .i 

Cofy  of  AdiriSs. 

Gtorgia,  Jan.  20,  1767* 
To  his  Excellency  "James  Wright,  Efq\ 

Captain-General,   and  Governor  in 

Chief  of  his  Majejlfs  Province  of 

Georgia. 
Tk*  Hmnbli  Addrefs  of  the  Upper  Houfe 
of  AJfembly. 
May  it  pleafeyour  Excellency, 

This  houfe  having  taken  under  con- 
fideration  your  Excellency's  two  mef- 
fages  of  this  day,  the  one  refpefling 
the  repairs  requifite  at  Fort  Hallifax, 
and  the  other  relative  to  fundry  ne- 
cefTaries  allowed  by  the  late  Mutiny- 
aft  to  foldiers  in  America,  beg  leave 
to  afTure  your  Excellency,  that  we 
will  readily  and  chearfully  concur 
with  the  Commons  Houfe,  in  every 
meafure  that  may  b«  judged  expedient 
to  carry  the  feveral  matters  therein  re- 
commended, into  due  execution. 

By  order  of  the  Upper  Houfe, 
James  Habersham,  Prefident. 

Examined  with  the  original, 

C.  Watson,  C.  G.  A. 


Extrail  of  a  Letter  from  James  Wright, 
Efq',  Governor  of  Georgia,  to  the 
Earl  of  Shclburne, 

[^Received  May  21,1767.] 

Savannah,  April  6,  1 767. 
In  my  letter  of  the  5  th  of  January  I 
wrote  to  your  lordfhip,  that  the  Af- 
fcmbly  begun  to  do  bufinefs  on  the  id 
of  December,  and  were  to  meet  again 
on  the  13th  of  January,  and  that  I 
had  not  tlien  obferved  any  improper 
dlfpofition  in  them  : — But,  my  Lord, 
this  did  not  continue  to  be  the  cafe, 
for,  on  the  16th  of  January  I  received 
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a  letter  from  Captain  Lieutenant  Phil. 
lips,  who,  by  General  Gage's  order, 
then  commanded  the  detachment  of 
his  Majelly's  Royal  American  regi- 
ment, doing  duty  in  thi)  province  and 
South  Carolina,  defiring  me  to  let 
him  know  where  he  was  to  apply  for 
the  barrack- neceflaries  direfted  by  the 
Mutiny  ad,  and  on  the  aoth  of  Ja- 
nuary I  fent  a  meflage  to  the  Council 
and  Affembly  on  that  fubjeft,  toge- 
ther with  the  Mutiny  aft,  it  being 
the  ufe  and  cuftom  here,  to  fend  a 
meflage  to  the  Council,  as  well  as  to 
the  Aflembly,  in  fuch  cafes— copies 
of  which  I  now  inclofe  to  your  lord- 
fliip  (No.  L)  ;  alfo  a  copy  of  the  ad* 
drefs  of  the  Council  as  an  Upper 
Houfe,  in  anfwcr  to  my  meflage  of 
the  fame  date  (No.  IL)— but  the  Af- 
fembly  delayed  fending  any  anfwer 
for  a  confiderable  time,  and  finding 
no  anfwer  came,  I  fent  for  two  of  the 
members,  and  let  them  know,  that  if 
I  did  not  receive  an  anfwer  forthwith, 
1  (hould  be  obliged  to  fend  a  fecond 
meflage,  in  which  poflibly  I  might 
mention  fomething  that  would  not  be 
pleafing,  . « I  had  u.iderftood  they  did 
not  intend  to  coiupiy  with  the  aft  of 
parliament ;  and  that  day  I  was  in- 
formed, by  direftion  of  the  houfe, 
that  I  might  depend  on  an  anfwer  in 
a  day^  or  two,  at  farthell,  and  on 
the  1 8th  of  February  I  received  the 
inclofed  addrefs.  (No.  II ) 

ExtrnB  cf  a  Letter  from  Major  General 

Gage  to  the  Earl  of  Shelhurne, 

[Received  March  2^.^ 

Nevj-York,  Feb.  20,  1767. 
(No.  IV.) 
Your  Lordihip  has  been  informed  of 
the  arrival  of  a  number  of  German 
recruits  in  this  port  for  the  Royal 
American  regiment,  and  of  my  in- 
tention to  quarter  them  in  the  colony 
of  Connefticut,  'till  the  feafon  fhould 
allow  them  to  join  their  corps.  I 
wrote  two  letters  to  Governor  Pitkin 
on  the  lubjeft  of  quartering  thefe  re- 
cruits by  the  authority  of  the  aft  of 
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pkrliament  foldy,  but  the  Governor 
would  do  nothing  in  the  affair,  'till 
authorized  (o  to  do  by  his  Provincial 
AHembly.  I  have  the  honor  to  tranf- 
init  your  Lordihip  copies  of  faid  letters, 
with  the  Governor's  anfwers  thereto. 
The  meii  are  now  quartered  in  the 
towns,  where  the  Governor  told  me 
provifion  ^yould  be  made  for  their  re- 
ception. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Pitiifi, 
of  the  Colony  of  Conneiiicut,  to  Ge- 
neral Gage — In  Major  General Gage^s 
Letters,  (No.  IV.)  of  tht  iOtff  of 
February,   1767. 

Hartford,  Jan.  3 1,  1 767. 
S  I  R, 
Your  letter  of  the  25th  inilant  I  icr 
Ceived  ;  notwithftanding  your  furprize 
at  the  delay  of  his  Majefty's  fervice,  I 
can  aflure  your  Excellency,  that  this 
colony  have  nothing  more  at  heart, 
than  to  forward  his  Majefty's  fervice, 
and  promote  his  intereft  by  every  part 
of  their  conduft.  I  have  now  the 
pleafurri  to  inform  your  Excellency, 
that  the  needful  provifion  is  made  for 
quartering  the  number  of  troops  men- 
tioned in  your  firft  letter, 

The  towns  referred  to  in  your  re- 
quifuion,  have  lately  been  greatly 
burthened  with  a  large  number  of  his 
Majefty's  regular  truops,  and  had  en- 
couragement that  for  the  future  they 
Ihould  be  excufed,  which  induced  the 
Aftembly  to  provide  quarters  for  the 
faid  troops  in  the  towns  of  New 
H.iven,  Wallingford,  and  Brandford 
— am  therefore  defired  to  requeft  this 
favour  of  your  Excellency,  if  it  tan 
ije  without  prejudice  to  his  Majefty's 
fervice,  otherwife,  provifion  is  made 
in  the  towns  of  Stamford,  Norwalk, 
and  Fairfield. 

I  am  further  de^red  to  requeft  your 
Excellency,  that  orders  be  given  that 
the  foldiers  may  not  carry  their  arms, 
exceipt  when  called  upon  duty,'  which 
may  prevent  their  difturbing  the  peace 
of  his  Majefty's  fubjefts,  which  the 
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people  here  have  fearful  apprehenftoQi 
of,  from  their  former  experience. 
I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  Wm.  PitkiK. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  General  Gagi  f§ 
Governor  Pitkin,  »f  tht  Col0Hy  ef 
ConneiiicHt — In  Major  Gen.  Gage^t 
Letter  (No.  IV.)  efthe  zotb  rf Ftn 
bruary,  1767. 

New-York,  Jan.  ZS*  ^7^7* 
SIR, 
Captain  Kemble  has  delivered  mo 
your  letter  of  the  zoth  inftant,  and  I 
can't  help  exprelEng  my  furprize  aC 
the  contents  of  it,  and  the  delays 
given  to  his  Majefty's  fervice — I  ha4 
the  honor  to  make  application  ^0  yoii 
as  the  executive  part  c-"  government^ 
for  the  due  execution  of  a  law  in  your 
colony,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
faid  law  is  daily  put  in  execution  by 
every  juftice  of  the  peace,  conftable^ 
headborou^h,  or  tythmgman,  through- 
out the  kingdom  of  England,  t 
cannot  comprehend  that  your  colony 
is  affefted  by  my  requifition  in  any 
ihape,  as  to  expence,  thee  being  np 
barracks  in  the  colony,  therefore  tne:e 
is  no  expence  to  be  incurred  for  bed- 
ding, fuel,  utenfils,  See.  but  the  troops 
to  be  quartered  in  public  houfes,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  in  England ;  and 
as  the  public  houfes  in  the  places 
my  letter  of  the  8th 
~f(*  than  f  .Hc<ent  tp 
\re  to  bo 
the  V'  »t>      ^'-   'ifion 
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troops,  is  out  ot  the  queftion :  I 
can't,  therefore,  fee  by  what  m<jan» 
the  colony  is  to  be  involved  in  conV 
fiderable  expences,  or  that  it  is  neceA 
fary  to  raife  a  fing'e  (hilling  on  this 
account.  The  King's  fervice  requires 
that  I  fhould  be  at  a  certainty  in  this 
bnfinefs,  and  I  am  once  more  obliged 
to  trouble  ypu  oh  the  fubjcA  of  my 
'     S  «  '  '  firft 
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firft  letter,  and  to  defire  your  anfwcr, 
whether  you  will  give  the  proper  di- 
reftlons  to  th*?  inferior  nmgiftrates  to 
obey  the  law,  'yv  billeting  the  foldiers 
In  fuch  houfes  as  are  particularly  fpe- 
cified  in  the  aft  of  parliament,  made 
and  provided  in  this  refpeft. 

I  am,  &c.         Tho'.  Gage. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Pitkin, 
of  the  Colony  of  ConneSiicuty  to  Ge- 
neral Gage— In  Major  Gen,  Gage's 
f^etter    (No.  IV.)    of  the  zoth  of 
February,   1767. 

Hartford,  Jan.  20,  1767. 
SIR. 
I  received  yours  of  the  8th  inftant, 
by  Captain  Kemble,  requefting  quar- 
ters for  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  of 
his  Majelly's  troops,,  in  the  towns  of 
Stamford,  Ncrwaik,  and  Fairfield,  in 
this  colony.     It  would  "^ave  given  me 
pleafure  to  have  returned  an  imme- 
diate anfwer,  but  as  it  was  neceffary 
for  me   to  call  the   Council  of  this 
colony  to  meet,    and  advife  on  the 
fubjeft  matter  of  your   Excellency's 
letter,  I  immediately  gave  them  no- 
tice, but  as  they  live  fcattered  in  the 
various  parts  of  the  colony,  and  the 
feafon  being  fo  extraordinary,   ren- 
<   de.ed    it   imprafticable    to    convene 
them  'till  th's  day,  which  I  truil  will 
appear  a  fufficient  realbn  to  your  Ex- 
cellency for  the  delay  I  have  been  ob- 
liged to  give  Captain  Kemble.     I  am 
forty  it  is  not  in  my  power,  at  this 
time,  to  give  fuch  immediate  and  fpe- 
cific  orders  as  your  Excellenvy  fcemed 
to  expedl.    As  the  requifuion  was  un- 
expeded,  no  barracks,  or  other  pro- 
vilions,  are  made  for  qur.rtering  fol- 
diers here — A  compliance  therewith, 
wovld   involve  the   colony  in   confi- 
dcrable   expence,    which  cannot   be 
provided  for,  otherwife  than  by  their 
reprefentatives  in  General  AiTembly, 
which  makes  it  neceffary  to  call  the 
fame  on  this  ocoafion.     I  have  ac- 
cordingly lent  out  orders  for  convening 
the  Aflcmbly  on  Thurfday  the  zgtti 
i{)ftant,  which  is  as  focn  as  they  pof- 


fibly  can  meet.  I  fliall  then  lay  the 
matter  before  them,  and  doubt  not 
but  they  will  give  the  utmofl  attention 
and  difpatch  the  nature  of  the  affair 
will  admit.  I  Ihall  not  fail  to  give 
your  Excellency  the  earlieft  notice  of 
their  conclulion  thereon.  I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  Wm.  Pitkin. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  General  Gage  tt 
Go'vernny  Pitkin,    of  the  Colony   of 
Connecticut — In  Major  Gen.  Gage't 
-Letter  (No.  IV.)  of  the  lot  h  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1767. 

NeiAj-Tork,  Jan.  8,   1767. 
S  I  R, 
I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you, 
that  a  veflel  is  jult  arrived  here,  with 
one  hundre.i  and  eighty-eight  recruits 
from  Germany,  for  his  Majefty's  two 
battalions  nf  the  Royal  American  rcA 
giment.     Aj  both  thefe  battalions  are 
fo  fuudted  (the  one  being  quartered 
at  Qu'-bec,  the  other  garrifoning  the 
forts    in   the  Upper  country)    as   to 
render  it-  imprafticable  for  thefe  re- 
cruits to     "i  them  this  winter,  and 
the  quarters  in  the  provinces  of  Penn- 
fylvania.    New   Jerfeys,    and   New- 
Yoi  k,  being  occupied  by  other  corps, 
and  two  companies  ol  the  Royal  re- 
giment of  Artillery  being  quartered  at 
Bofton,  I  have  no  choice  left  but  the 
province  of  Connedlicut — I,  therefore, 
fend  to   you,    by    Captain  Kemble, 
one  of  my  aid  de  camps,  co  requeil 
that  you  will  be  fo  good  as  to  order 
quarters  to  b:;  provided  at  Stamford, 
Norwalk,    anfi  Fairfield,    or  which 
you  fliall  judge  bell  of  thofe  towns, 
for  two  officers,  and  one  Kuiidred  and 
thirty-four  of  his  Majefty's  troops  — 
the  other  fifty-four  being  detlined  to 
recruit  the  three  companies  of  the  firll 
battalion  of  the  Royal  American  re- 
giment ftationed   in  South-Carolina, 
will  be  immediately  fent  thither.     I 
have  no  doubt  but  you  will  give  fuch 
immediate  and  fpecilick  orders  upon 
this  head,  as  that  this  detachment  of 
his  Majefty's  forces  may  be  fupplied 
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with  quarters,  &c 
^"^l  of  parliament. 

You  will  be  fo  good  to  return  me 
an  anfwer  to  this  requifitipn,  by  Cap- 
tain Kemble,  acquainting  me  of  the 
number  of  men  you  think  beft  to  bs 
feverally  quartered  in  the  towns  be^ 
fore.-m?ntioned.     I  am,  &c. 

Thomas  Gage. 


NTS.  ijj 

was  in  bleach  of  their  privi- 


Extrad  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Bsr- 
{        nard  to  the  Earl  of  ShelhurHe. 
[Recetwd  March  zS.] 
BoJloH,   i/Lth  a    '  \ithofFeb.\-j6j. 

-„.  V.) 
In  my  letter  (Wo.  II.)  I  informed 
your  lordfhip,  that  the  houfe  had,  at 
the  end  of  laft  feflion,  taken  umbras^s 
at  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of 
Council,  having  ordered  proviuon  for 
tvo   companies   of    artillery   (which 
v/ere  drove  in  here),  purfuant  to  ail 
<if  parliament,  and  had  appointed  a 
committee   thcreuj  -^n— fo  that    this 
fubjeft  was  to  be  worked   up  as  a 
caule  of  liberty.     The  third  day  of 
this  feflion,  the  houfe  fent  me  a  mef- 
^age,  dtfiring  to  know,  "  Whether 
any  provifion  had  been  made  at  the 
expence  of  this  government,  for  his 
Majefty's  troops  lately  arrived  in  this 
harbour,  and  by  whom  ?"     To  this 
I  returned  an  anfwer,  inclofing  a  copy 
of  the  minutes  of  Council,  by  which 
fuch  provifion  was  made,  in  which  it 
is  faid  to  be  in  purfuance  of  the  aft  of 
parUament.     I  alio  added  an  account 
of  the  expence,   which  in  more  than 
twomonths  amounted  to  j^6o  fterling. 
In  reply  to  this,  they  lent  me  a  mef- 
fage,  wherein  they  fay,  that  "  l  and 
the  Council,    ia  making  fuch  pro 
vifion,  afted  unwarrnntably  and  an- 
conftitutionally,    and  it  is  the  more 
grievous  to  them,  for  that  it  is  men- 
tioned to  be  in  purfuance  of  an  aft  of 
parliament,    which    aft    appears    to 
them  as  real  a  grievance  as  the  llamp- 
aft."     They  aifo  fiy,  "  that  my  i.ot 
laying  th'*  matter  before  them  for  the 
whole  of  the  laft  f.-flion,  and  part  of 
tiiis  feflion,  until  they  fent  their  mef- 
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fage, 

ledge."  What  tht.y  call  the  whole  of 
the  laft  ieflion,  was  only  the  fix  laft 
days,  when  they  met,  after  an  ad- 
journment, to  pafs  the  Indemnifi. 
cation  hill,  and  for  no  other  purpofe 
— after  which,  they  defired  I  would 
difmifs  them,  and  I  told  them  in*  fa 
doing,  that  I  had  poftponed  all  other 
bufinefs  to  the  next  feflion,  on  that 
account.  The  part  of  this  feflion  was 
not  forty-eight  hours,  in  which  I  had 
given  orders  for  making  out  an  accoi:nc 
of  the  expence,  to  be  laid  before  them 
— when  they  hurried  their  meflfage  fo, 
that  it  came  to  me  two  hours  before  I 
received  the  account.  I  mention  this 
only,  to  fliew  upon  what  trifling  pre- 
tences, a  charge  of  a  breach  of  this 
privilege  is  formed. 

In  tlie  bufinefs  itfelf,  the  Governor 
and  Council  afted  precifely  according 
to  the  conftant  ufage  of  this  govern- 
ment,  both  in   the  manner  of  pro- 
viding, and  the  things  provided,  and 
in  regard  to  the  latter,  not  quite  con- 
formably to  the  aft  of  parliament,  for 
there  was  no  beer,  vinegar,  &c.  pro- 
vided, the  officer  not  requiring  them. 
The  entry  in  the  minute  of  the  Coun- 
cil, "  in  pmluance  of  the  aft  of  par- 
liament" Wvis  made  at  the  defii-j  of 
fomeof  the  Council,  thinking,  I  fup- 
pofe,  that  it  would  proteft  them  f)om 
being  called  to  an  account  for  doing, 
what,    in  other   cimes,    would  have 
pafled  as  a  common  aft  of  govern- 
ment, and  even  chefe  words  are  more 
properly  applicable  to  the  requelt  of 
the  oflicer,  than   the  order— But  the 
reverie  has  happened.      The  aft  of 
parliament,  inftead  of  proteftingthem, 
has  been  the  caule  of  their  being  ar- 
raigned.    Political  meafurcs  arc  very 
catching  in  this  country.     When  the 
matter  w.i,  firft  agitated,  advice  had 
been   received   of    the   Aflenibly   of 
New-York  having  refufed  to  comply 
fpecifically  with  the  aft  of  parliament ; 
and  it  was  mentioned  in  the  houfe, 
and  then  (lall  feflion)  it  was  faid  that 
this  aft  was  worfe  than  the  Itamp-aft. 

And 
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And  when  it  was  revived  in  the  houfe 
this  feffion,  a  member  oppofite  tp  go- 
vernment, faid  that  the  Governor 
and  Council  were  not  to  blame,  the 
aA  under  which  they  had  afled  was 
what  was  to  be  condemned.  And 
indeed  this  trifling  buAnefs,  which  in 
the  whole  expence  won't  colt  above 
j^.150  Iji^rling,  (een^s  tq  he  laid  hold 
of,  only  to  make  a  public  declaration 
againfl  the  a£t  of  pariiament — All 
papers  of  this  kind,  which  ufed  for- 
merly to  be  feen  no  where  but  in  tKe 
votes,  being  now  pt:inted  ii^  all  the 
jfiews-papers ;  and,  from  fome  parti- 
cular exprefilons,  it  has  the  air  of  a 
manifefto  much  more  than  of  a  mef- 
fage  to  a  Governor,  who  is  the  laft 
perfon  to  whom  a  tlaim  to  an  cx- 


not  one  of  them  would  dare  to  avow* 
it  in  this  inftance,  and  at  this  time. 


Copy  of  an  AB  for  granting  Com- 
penfation  to  the  Suferfrs,  and  of  free 
and  general  Pardon,  Indemnity  and 
Obli'vion  to  the  Offenders  in  the  late 
Titnes,  paffed  in  the  Province  of  the, 
MaJTachufett'sBayi  Dec.  6,  1766. 

(No.  I.) 
An  Adt  for  granting  Compenfation 
to  the  Sufferers,  and  qf  free  and 
general  Pardon,  Indemnity  and  Ob- 
livion, to  the  Offenders  in  the  late 
Times," 

Whereas  the  King's  nioft  Excellent 
Majefty,  taking  into  his  gracious  and 
inolt  ferious  confideration,  the  trou- 


(( 


bles,  difcords,  tun^ults  and  riots  which 
eruption  from  afts  of  parliament  fnould  have  lately  hu'ppehed  in  America,  and 
be  made,   as  it  is  impoffible  for  him    that  divers  of  his  fubjefls  have  thereby 

greatly  fuffered  in  their  property,  and 
qihers  have  fallen  into,  and  are  ob- 
noxious to  great  pains  and  penalties, 
out  of  a  hearty  and  pious  defire  tha^ 
fuch  fufferers  be  compenfated,  and  tq 
put  an  pnd  to  all  fuits  and  contro- 
verfies,  and  profecutjons,  that  by  oc- 
pafion  of  the   late  didraflions  have 
arifen',  or  may  arife  between  any  of 
his  Majefty's  fubjcfts,  and  to  the  in- 
tent that  a  veil  be  drawn  over  the  late 
unhappy  excelfes,  has  been  gracioufly 
plealed  to  fignify  his  defire  to  forgive 
and  forget  therii,  at  the  fame  time,  of 
his  abundant  clemency,  recommend- 
ing a  compenfation   to  the  fufferers 
in  their  property,  with  fuch  a  condufl 
in  general,  as  fhall  be,  at  this  great 
crilis,    the  bell  means  of  fixing  the 
mutual    intereft    and    inclination  of 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,   ori 
the  mod  firm  and  folid  foundation. 

From  a  grateful  fenfe  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's grace  and  clemency,  in  order 
to  promote  internal  peace  anc'  fafety, 
to  make  compenfation  to  faid  lufferers, 
and  as  a  means,  fo  far  as  it  is  in  our 
nowcr,  of  demonllrating  to  all  the 
world,  our  fenfe  of  the  happinefs  we 
enjoy,  in  being  a  pan  of  the  Britifh 

empire, 


to  concede  to  it. 

This  letter  ilill  remaining  with  me, 
I  have  an  opportunity  to  add,  that 
for  above  a  week  pr;ft,   I  had  endea- 
voured to  prevail  with  the  Council,  to 
join  with  me  in  a  juftification  of  oi^r 
proceedings,  in  making  provifion  for 
the  King's  troops,  but  at  the  fame 
time  I  protefted  againft  their  anfwering 
without  me,  as  it  was  a  bufinefs  of 
Privy  Council,   in  which  they  could 
not  adl  feparately  from  me.      This 
dilHnftion  was  made  ufe  of  to  in- 
trc'discc  '•\  fquabble  about  privileges, 
wl  ,i;li  pi  vented  any  refolution  being 
ta!  er        i'o    put    an   end    to    this, 
jre  if  •(!:;/  '  introduced   the  inclofed 
ant've-  ir  .nv  own  name  only,  which 
I  told  tiU,.n  *  would  fend  if  they  would 
advife  to  it,  which,  after  fome  debate, 
they  did  j  and  I  fent  it  to  the  houfe. 
Your  Lordlhip  will  obferve,    that  in 
this  anfwer  there  is  a  careful  avoid- 
ance, though  no  denial  of  this  pro- 
vifion being  made,   in  purf-^nce  of 
the  aft  of  parliament :  I  was  obliged 
;'o  fuime  it  thus  to  obtain  the  Coun- 
cil's concurrence.     For,    though  the 
^    iter  \    -t  of  them  have,  I  believe, 
]>.  due  r  Upetit  for  an  aft  of  parliament. 
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fempire,  »nd  being  intitled  to  the 
rights,  liberties,  and  privileges  of 
Britifli  fubjefts,  We,  his  Majefty's 
mod  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefts,  the 
Reprefentatives  of  the  Commons  of 
this  province,  in  the  Great  and  Ge- 
neral Court,  affembled  of  our  free  and 
good  will,  have  refolved  to  give  and 
^rant,  and  pray  that  it  may  be 
enafted. 

And  be  it  accordingly  cnafted,  by 
.♦he  Governor,  Council,  and  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives,  that  there  be  grant- 
ed and  paid  out  of  the  public  treafury 
of  this  province,  to  the  Hot).  Thomas 
Hutchinfon,  Efq;  the  fum  ofj^.3194 
17J.  6d.  in  full  compenfation  for  the 
loffes  and  fuiferings  that  he,  and  the 
feveral  perfons  in  his  familv,  uiftain- 
ed  in  the  late  times  of  conmfion. 

To  the  Hon.  Andrew  Oliver,  Efq; 
the  fum  of  ;^.  1 72  4/. 

To  Benjamin  Hallowell,  jun.  Efq; 
the  fum  of  ;^. 385  6s.  lod. 

To  William  Story,  Efq;  the  fum 
ofjf.67  is.  I  o</.  in  full  compenfation 
for  their  loffes  and  fufferings,  in  the 
late  times  of  confufion. 

And  be  it  further  en^fted,  that  all 
riots>  routs,  and  unlawful  aflemblies, 
councelled,  commanded,  afted,  done, 
or  made  within  this  province,  between 
the  ift  day  of  September,  176c,  and 
the  I  ft  day  of  May,  1766,  and 
all  burglaries,  felonies,  refcues,  and 
breaches  of  the  peace  whatfoever, 
committed  in,  by,  or  during  fuch 
riots,  routs,  or  unlawful  aflemblies, 
be,  and  hereby  are  pardoned,  re- 
Jeafed,  indemnified,  difcharged,  and 
put  in  utter  oblivion,  and  that  all  and 
every  the  pcrfon  or  perfons,  acting, 
advifmg,  affifting,  abetting,  andcoun- 
felling  the  fame,  be,  and  are  hereby 
pardoned,  releafed,  acquitted,  indem- 
nified and  difcharged  from  the  fame, 
and  of,  and  from  all  pains  of  death, 
and  other  pains,  judgments,  indift- 
ments,  convidions,  penalties,  and 
forfeitures,  are  hereby  declared  null 
and  void. 

And  be  it  further  enafted,  that  any 


peribn  indi£led  or  prefented,  or 
manner  jprofecuted,  or  that  fhat 
may  be  hereafter  indifted,  prefe 
or  in  any  manner  profecuteJ,  or  that 
fliall,  or  may  be  hereafter  indifted, 
prefented,  or  in  any  manner  proie- 
cuted  for  any  of  the  offences  by  this 
aA  pardoned,  may  plead  the  general 
iffue,  and  give  this  aft  in  evidence, 
which  fhall  be  fufficienc  to  acquit 
h;m. 

Provided^  that  nothing  in  this  aft 
contained,  fhall  extend  to  the  par- 
doning, or  give  any  benefit  what  /er 
to  any  perfon  who  is,  or  may  be  un- 
lawfully poffeffed  of  any  goods  ot 
chattels,  taken  or  ftolen  from  nrly 
perfon,  unlefs  the  poffeffor  ftiall,  with- 
in thirty  days  after  the  publication  of 
this  aft,  have  furrendered  and  deliver- 
ed them  up- to  flifr  province  treafurer, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  province. 

Provided  alfo,  that  nothinj^  in  this 
aft  fhall  extend  to  tlie  carrying  any 
civil  aftion  of  trefpafs  for  damages 
fuftained  by  any  perfon,  not  by  this 
aft  compenfated,  nor  to  the  pardon- 
ing any  of  the  crimes  or  offences 
above-named,  wherein  any  burglaries, 
arfons,  or  thefts  were  committed 
againfl  the  properties  of  any  perfons, 
not  compenfated  by  this  aft. 

ExtraSl  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Cammijftatiers  for  Trade  an* 
Plantations,  fo  far  as  relates  to  ^he 
j^£i  paffed  in  the  Province  of  tht 
Majachufett's  Baji,  in  Deamhert 
1766,  intituled, 

"  An  Aft  for  granting  Compenfation 
to  the  Sufferers,  and  of  free  and 
general  Pardon,  Indemnity,  and. 
Oblivion,  to  the  Offenders  in  t;he 
late  Times."  From  the  Time  of 
the  Receipt  of  the  faid  Aft, 

(No.  II.) 
At  a  meeting  of  his  Majefty's  Coi^< 

miflioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations, 

on  Tuefday,  March  10,  1767. 
Prefent— Lord  Clare,  Mr.  Jenyns, 

Mr.  Roberts,  Mr.  Fitzherberc,  Mr. 

Rice,  Mr.  Dyfon,  Mr.  Robinson. 

Th«. 
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The  Secretary  laid  before  the  Board 
the  following  papers,  which  were  this 
day  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Province  of  Mafl'achufett's  Bay ) 
viz.  Two  Atls  paffed  in  1766* 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  dd 
forthwith  communicate  to  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  for  his 
Lordftiip's  information,  the  aft  of 
compenfation  to  the  Aifferers  by  the 
difturbanccs   at  Boilon,    in  Auguft, 

1765,  and  for  indemnity  to   thofe 
concerned  in  the  faid  difturbanccs. 

Clare. 

At  a  meeting  of  his  Majefty's  Com- 
miflioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations, 
onTuefday,  March  12,  1767. 

Prefent— Lord  Clare,  Mr.  Jenyns, 
Mr.  Dyfon,  Mr.  Roberts,  Mr.  Fitz- 

herbert. 

The  Secretary  acquainted  the  Board 
that  he  had,  purfuant  to  their  order, 
communicated  to  the  Earl  of  Shel- 
burne's  Secretary,  the  A&.  paffed  in 
Maffachufett's    Bay,    in    December, 

1766,  for   Compenfation    and    In- 
demnity. 

Their  Lordftiips  took  into  confi- 
deration  the  law  paffed  in  the  province 
of  Mafiachufett's  Bay,  in  December, 
1766,  for  Ccnipenfation  to  the  Suf- 
ferers by  tli«  Dii^urbances  at  Bofton 
in  1765,  and  for4.ndemnity,  &c.  and 
the  faid  law  appearing  to  be  of  a  new 
and  extraordinary  natiwe  and  im- 
portance, it  was  ordered  thvit  it  rtiould 
be  referred  to  his  Majefty's  Attorney 
and  Golicitor-General,  for  their  opi- 
nion I'pon  it.  CtARE. 

At  a  meeting  of  his  Majefty's  Com- 
miffioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations, 
on  Monday,  April  13,  1767. 

Prefent— Lord  Clare,  Mr.  Jenyns, 
Mr.  Dyfon,  Mr.  Rice,  Mr.  Fitz- 
herbert,  Mr.  Robinfon. 

The  Secretary  laid  before  the  Board 
a  report  of  his  Majefty's  Attorney  and 
Solicitor-General,  dated  the  lothin- 
ftant,  upon  the  aft  paffed  in  the  pro- 
vince of  the  Maffachufett's  Bay  in 
December  laft,  intituled.  An  Aft  for 
Compenfation  to  the  Sufferers  by  the 


Difturbanccs  at  Bofton  in  1765,  and 
for  Indemnity,  &c.  Their  Lordftiips 
took  the  faid  aft  and  report  into  con- 
fideration,  and  having  agreed  upon  a 
reprefentation  to  his  Majefty  there- 
upon, a  draught  of  fuch  reprefentation 
was  prepared,  approved,  tranfcribed, 
and  figned.  Clare. 

Cofy  of  a  Letler  from  John  Poiunall, 
Efq;  to  his  Majcjiy'i  Attorney  and 
Sollicitor-Getieral,  dated  Wbitehallf 
March  13,  1767,  dejiring  their  Opi- 
nion upon  an  A£l  paffed  in  the  MaJ- 
fachujett's  Bay^  in  December,  1766, 
intituled, 
**  An  Aft  for  granting  Compenfation 
to  the  Sufferers,  and  of  free  and 
general  Pardon,  Indemnity,  and 
ObHvion,  to  the  Offenders  in  the! 
late  Times." 

(No.  III.) 
Whitehall,  March  I  J,  1767. 
Gentlemen, 
As    the    law    herewith     inclofed, 
paffed  in  the  province  of  the  Maffa- 
c^-  .fett's  Bay,    in  December,    1766, 
appears  to  the  Lords  Commiffioners 
for  Trade  and  Plantations,  to  be  of  a 
new  and  extraordinary  nature  and  im- 
portance, I  am  direfted  by  their  lord- 
ftiips to  defire  you  will  be  pleafed  to 
take  it  into  confideration,  and  to  fa- 
vour them  with  your  opinion,  whether 
the  legiflature  of  that  province  have, 
by  their  conftitution,  a  power  toenaft 
a  law  of  general  pardon,  indemnity, 
and  oblivion,  in  the  cafe  to  which  ir 
refers,  without  the  previous  confent 
«f  the  crown.      I  am,    with  great 
refpeft.   Gentlemen,   your  moft  obe- 
dient, humble  fervaiit,,  J.  Pownall. 
To  IVilliam  de  Grey  and  Edvjard 
Willes,  E/qrs.  his  Majejlfs  At- 
torney and  Sollicitor  Generals.  ' 

Copy  of  a  Report  of  his  Majefty's  At- 
torney and  Scllicitor-Goieral,  dated 
April  10,  1767,  on  an  Ail  paffed  in 
the  Prondnce  of  the  Mafachufett^f 
Bay,  on  the  6th  of  December,  1766, 
intituled,  "  An  Aft  for  granting 
Compenfation 
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Compenfation  to  the  Sufferers,  and      7i  tbt  King's  Moji  Excellent  Majefy. 


of  free  and  general  Pardon,    In- 
demnity, and  Oblivion>  to  the  Of- 
fenders in  the  late  Times." 
(No.  IV.) 
STb  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lords  Cemmif- 
Jionersfor  Trade  and  Plantations. 

May  it  pleaj'e your  Lordjki'p's , 
In  ODedience  to  your  lordfhips  com 


May  it  pltafeyour  Majejiy, 
We  have  had  under  our  conH- 
derarion  an  adl  faffed  in  your  Maje<(lv'g 
province  of  Maffachufeti's  Bay,  'in 
New-England,  on  the  6th  of  De- 
cemb'er,  1766,  intituled,  "  An  Aft 
for  granting  Compenfation  to  the 
Sufferers,    and  of  free  and  genel-al 


mands  fignified  to  us  by  Mr.  Pownal's    Pardon,  Indemnity,  and  Oblivion^  to 
letter  of  the  \  3th  of  March  laft,  in-     the  Offenders  in  the  late  Times." 


clofing  to  us  a  law  pafl'dd  in  the  pro 
vince  of  Maffachufett's  Bay,  in  De- 
cember, 1766,  appearing  to  ydur 
lordfliips  to  be  of  a  new  and  extraor- 
dinary nature  and  iihpbrtance,  and 
defiring  us  to  take  it  into  oUr  con- 
iideration,    and  report  our  opinion 


As  this  aft  appeared  to  us  to  btr  of 
an  extraordinary  nature  and  impor- 
tanccj  we  thought  it  our  duty  imme- 
diately, to  refer  it  to  the  confideration 
of  your  Majefty's  Attorniey  and  Sol- 
licitor  General,  defiring  their  opi- 
nion, whether  the  legillature  of  that 


whether  the  legiflature  of  that  pro-    province  have,  by  their  conftitution, 

a  power  to  enaft  a  law  of  general 
pardon,  indemnity,  ixA  oblivion,  in 
the    cafe    to  which  this  aft  refers, 
without  the  previous  confent  of  the 
crown ;  and  your  Majefty's  Attorney 
and  Sdiicitor  General,   having,    on 
the  10th  inftant,  reported  to  us  their 
opinion,  "  That  the  Governor,  Coun- 
cil,  and  Affetttbly  of  the  Maffachufett's 
Bay,  have  not,  by  the  conftitution  of 
that  province,  any  original  power  to 
enaft  a  Idw  of  general  Pardon,  In- 
demnity, and  Oblivion,  in  the  cafe 
refered  to,  without  the  previous  com- 
munication of  the  grace  and  pleafure 
of  the  crown."    We  do,  upon  a  con* 
fideration  of  this  report,    agree  in 
opinion  with  them,  and  humbly  beg 
leave  to  lay  the  faid  aft  before  your 
Majefty,  fubmitting  it  to  your  Ma- 
jefty  to  take  fuch  meafures  thereupon, 
as  your  Majefty,  in  your  great  wifdom, 
and  with  the  advice  of  your  Council, 
fliall  think  moft  proper. 

Which  is  moft  humbly  fubmitted. 
Clare  Wm.  Fitzherbert 

Soame  Jenyns  Tho\  Robinfon. 

George  Rice 


vince  have,  by  their  conftitution,  a 
power  to  enaft  a  law  of  general 
pardon,  indemnity  and  oblivion,  in 
the  cafe  to  which  it  refers,  without 
the  previous  confent  of  the  crown. 
We  have  taken  the  fame  into  our 
confideration,  and  are  of  opinioni 
that  the  Governor,  Council,  and  Af- 
fembly  of  the  Maffachufett's  Bay, 
have  not,  by  the  conftitution  of  that 
province,  any  original  pbwer  to  en'aft 
a  law  of  general  pardon,  indemnity, 
and  oblivion,  in  the  cafe  referred  to, 
without  the  previous  communication 
of  the  grace  and  pleafure  of  the 
crown . 

All  vvhich  is  humbly  fubmitted  to 
your  Lordfhips'  confideration. 

W.  DE  Grey, 

E.WlLLES. 

Whitehall,  April  i-t,,  1767. 
Qlopy  of  a  Reprefinlation  of  the  Com- 
mijjiomrs  for  V' :  ade  and  Plantations, 
to  his  Majefty,  dated  Whitehall, 
April  13,  1767,  on  an  Ail pajfcdin 
the  Majfachifett's  Bay,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1766,  intitkd,  "An  Aft  for 
graniing  Compenfation  to  the  Suf- 
ferers, and  of  free  and  general 
Pardon,  Indemnity,  and  Oblivion, 
to  the  Offenders  in  the  late 
Times." 

(No.  \'.) 


Copy  of  a  Reprefentation  of  the  Lords 

Commijfioiien  for  Trade  and  Plan' 

tat  ions,    dated  the    lyh   of  April, 

1767,  upon  the  Majfachujttt' s  Aii, 

T  for 
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/er  gratiitHg  Compenfatien  to  tie  Suf- 

(No.  I.) 
>  Ifo  the  King's  Maft  Exctllent  Majejly. 
)May  it  pUafeyour  Majeflyt 
We  have   had   under  our  confi- 
deration  an  aft  paffed  in  your  Ma- 
jetfty's  province  of  the  Maflachufett's 
Bay,  in  New  England,  on  the  6th  of 
Pecember,  1766,  intituled, 

"An  Aft  for  granting  Compen- 
fation  to  the  Sufferers,   and  of 
•free  and  general  Pardon,    In- 
demnity, and  Oblivion,  to  the 
Offenders  in  the  late  Times. " 
As  this  aft  appeared  to  us  to  be 
of  an  extraordinary  nature  and  im- 
portance, we  thought  it  our  duty  im- 
mediately to  refer  it  to  the  confl- 
deration  of  your  Majefty's  Attorney 
and  Sollicitor  General,  defiring  their 
opinion,    whether  the  legiHature  of 
that  province,   have,   by  their  con- 
ftitufion,   a  power  to  enaft  a  law  of 

{general  Pardon,  Indemnity,  and  Ob- 
ivien,  in  the  cafe  to  which  this  aft 
refers,  without  the  previous  confent 
of  the  crown?  And  your  Majelty's 
Attorney  and  Sollicitor-General,  ha- 
ving, on  the  loth  inffant,  reported 
to  us  their  opinion,  '*  That  the  Go- 
vernor, Council,  and  Aflembly  of  the 
Maffachufett's  Bay,  have  not,  by  the 
conffitution  of  that  province,  any 
original  power  to  enaft  a  law  of  ge- 
neral Pardon,  Indemnity,  and  Ob- 
livion, in  the  cafe  referred  to,  without 
the  previous  communication  of  the 
grace  and  pleafurc  of  the  crown." 
We  do,  upon  a  confideration  of  this 
report,  agree  in  opinion  with  them, 
and  humbly  beg  leave  to  lay  the  faid 
aft  before  >our  Majelly,  fubmitting 
it  to  your  Majelly,  to  take  fuch  mea- 
fures  thereupon,  as  your  Majelly,  in 
your  great  wildom,  and  with  the 
advice  of  your  Council,  fhall  think 
mod  proper. 

Which  is  moft  humbly  fubmitted. 
Clare  Wm.  Fitzherbert 

Soame  Jenyns  Tho'.  Robinfon. 

^George  Rice 
IVhitthall,  April  13,  1767. 


L,  S.  By  his  Excellency  Francis 

Bernard,  Ej'q\    Cap- 
tain  General  and  Go- 
vernor in  Chief,  in^ 
and  ever  his  Majejly's 
Province  of  the  Maf- 
Fr'.  Bernard,      fachujett's    Bay,     in 
Neiu  -  England,    and 
Vice-Admiral  of  the 
fame. 
1  do  hereby  certify,  that  the  Great 
and  General  Court,  or  Aflembly  of 
his  Majefty's  province  of  the  Mafla- 
chufett's  Bay,  abovefaid,  did  at  their 
felHon  begun    and   held  at  Bofton^ 
upon  Wednefday   the   28th    day  of 
May,  1766,  and  continued  by  fundry 
prorogations  to  Wednefday  the  29th 
day  of  Oftober  following,  and  then 
met,  make,  and  pafs  an  aft,  inti'-uled, 
"  An  Aft  for  granting  Compenfatioa 
to  the  Sufferers,  and  of  free  and  ge> 
neral  Pardon,  Indemnity,  ahd  Oblivi- 
on, to  the  Offenders  in  thelateTimes." 
Paired  by  the  Reprcfentatives,   De- 

.cember-6,  1766. 
Paffed  by  the  Council,  ditto. 
Signed  by  the  Governor,  ditto. 

And  I  do  further  certify,  that  the 
paper  annexed  is  a  true  and  authentic 
copyof  the  aft,  or  law  aforementioned. 
In  teftimony  whereof,  I  have  caufcd 
the  public  feal  of  the  province  of  Maf- 
fachufett's  Bay  aforefaid,  to  be  here- 
unto affixed,  dated  at  Bofton  the  27th 
day  of  December,  1766,  in  the  7th 
year  of  his  Majefty's  reign.  By  hii 
Excellency's  command,  ' 

A.  Oliver,  Secretary. 
Copy  of  the  A£i  mentioned  in  the  afore- 
going Rept^fcntaiion  (No.  I.)  paJfetT 
in  Majfachufett's  Bay,  Dec.  6,  1766. 
(No.  II.) 
An  AB  paffed  by  the  Great  and  General 
Court,  er  Affembly,  of  his  Majejlfs 
Province  of  the  Maffachufett^ s  Bay, 
in  Ne-iv- England,  begun  and  held  at 
Bofion,  upon  Wednefday  the  zSth  Day 
of  May,   1766,  and  from  thence  cett' 
tinned  by   federal  Prorogations,    to 
Wednefday  the  zgth  Day  of  OQoher 
folloiuing,  and  then  met, 

*'  Aa 
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«»  An  Aft  for  granting  Compenfation 
0  the  Sufferers,  and  of  free  and 

general  Pardon,   Indemnity,    and 

Oblivion,  to  the  Offenders  in  the 

late  Times." 

Whereas  the  King's  moft  Excellent 
Majcfty,  taking  into  his  gracious  and 
ferious  confideration,  the  troubles, 
difcords,  tumults,  and  riots  that  have 
lately  happened  in  America,  abd  that 
divers  of  his  fubjefts  have  thereby 
greatly  fuffercd  in  their  property,  and 
others  have  fallen  into,  and  are  ob- 
noxious to  great  pains  and  penalties, 
out  of  a  hearty  and  pious  deiire  that 
fuch  fuffercrs  be  compenfated,  and  to 
put  an  end  to  all  fuits,  controverfies, 
and  profecutions,  that  by  occafion  of 
the  late  diftradlions  have  arifen,  or 
may  arife  between  any  of  his  Jla-. 
jefty's  fubjefts,  and  to  the  intent  that 
a  veil  may  be  drawn  over  the  late  un- 
happy exceffes,  has  been  gracioufly 
plcafed  to  fignify  his  def'te  to  forgive 
and  forget  them,  at  the  1 1  le  time,  of 
his  abundant  clemency,  r  commend- 
ing a  compenfation  to  the  fufferers  in 
their  property,  with  fuch  a  condu£l 
in  general,  as  fhall  be  at  this  general 
frifis,  the  bcft  means  of  fixing  the 
mutual  interell  and  inclination  of 
Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies,  on 
the  mod  firm  and  folid  foundations. 

From  a  grateful  fenfe  of  his  Ma- 
jelly's  grace  and  clemency,  in  order 
to  promote  internal  peace  and  fafety, 
to  make  compenfation  to  faid  fuf- 
fercrs, and  as  a  means,  fo  far  as  it  is 
in  our  power,  of  demonftrating  to  all 
the  world  our  fenfe  of  the  happinefs 
we  enjoy,  in  being  a  part  of  the 
Britilh  empire,  and  being  in  titled  to 
the  rights,  liberties,  and  privileges  of 
Britifli  fubjeds.  We  his  Majelly's 
moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjeds,  the 
Reprefentativcs  of , the  Commons  of 
this  Province,  in  the  Great  and  Ge- 
neral Court  afiembled,  of  our  free  and 
good  will,  have  refolved  to  give  and 
grant,  and  pray  that  it  be  enafted. 

And  be  it  accordingly  enaded,  by 
the  Governor,  Council,  and  Houfe  of 
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Reprefentativcs,  that  there  be  granted ' 
and  paid  out  of  the  public  treaiiiry  of 
this  Province,  to  the  Hbn.  Thomas 
Hutchinfon,  Efq;  the  fam  of;^.3i94 
17/.  6d.  in  full  compenfation .  for  the 
loffes  and  fufferings  that  he,  and  ths- 
feveral  perfons  in  his  family  fuftained, 
in  the  late  times  of  confufion. 

To  the  Hon.  Andrew  Oliver,  Efq; 
the  fum  of  j^.  172  4/. 

To  Benjamin  Hallowell,  jun.  the 
fum  of;^.385  6s.  lod. 

To  William  Story,  Efq;  the  fum 
of  £.6 J  Ss.  io</.  in  full  compenfation 
for  their  loffes  and  fufferings,  in  the 
late  times  of  confufion. 

And  be  it  further  enaded,  that  all 
riots,  routs,  and  unlawful  affemblies, 
councelled,  commanded,  adted^  done» 
or  made  within  this  province,  between 
the  I  ft  day  of  Auguft,  176$,  and  the 
I  ft  day  of  May,  1766,  and  all  bar* 
glaries,  felonies,  refcues,  and. breaches 
of  the  peace  whatfoever,  committed 
in,  by,  or  during  fuch  riots,  routs, 
and  unlawful  affemblies,  be,  and  are 
hereby  pardoned,  releafed,  indemni- 
fied, difcharged,  and  put  in  utter  ob- 
livion, and  that  all  and  every  the 
perfon  or  perfons,  a£Ung,  advifing, 
afTifting,  abetting,  and  councelling 
the  fame,  be,  and  are  hereby  par- 
doned, releafed,  acquitted,  indem- 
nified, and  difcharrjed  from  the  fame, 
and  of,  and  from  all  pains  of  death, 
and  other  pains,  judgments,  indict- 
ments, convidions,  penalties,  and 
forfeitures,  therefore  had  or  given,  or 
that  might  accrue  for  the  fame,  and 
that  fuch  indictments,  convidions,' 
and  forfeitures,  ar_  hereby  declared 
null  and  void. 

And  be  it  further  enafted,  that  any 
perfon  indided  or  prefented,  or  in 
any  manner  profecuted,  or  that  Ihall, 
or  may  be  hereafter  indided,  pre- 
fented, or  in  any  manner  profecuted 
for  any  of  the  offences  by  this  ad  par- 
doned, may  plead  the  general  iffue, 
and  give  this  ad  in  evidence,  which 
fhall  be  fufficicnt  to  acquit  him. 

T  2  Provided, 
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Provided,  that  nothing  in  this  *&. 
^ntained,  fliall  extend  to  the  par- 
dpning,  or  give  any  benefit  whatever 
to  ^y  peribn  who  is,  or  ntay  be  un- 
lawfully poiTefled  of  any  goods  or 
chattels,  taken  or  ^olen  from  any 
perTon,  unlefs  (he  pofle/for  tti^^l, 
wii:hin  thirtjr  days  after  the  pub- 
lication of  tliis  a&.,  have  furrendered 
and  delivered  them  up  to  the  Pcovince 
treafurer,  for  the  ufe  of  the  province. 

Provided  alio,  that  nothing  in  this 
a£t  contained,  fliall  e^tepd  to  the 
barr^ig  any  civil  a6li«n  of  trefpafs  for 
damages  fuftained  by  any  perfon  not 
by  this  ad  compenfated,  nor  to  the 
pardoning  any  of  the  cripne;;  or  of- 
fencies  above-named,  wherein  ai)y  bvirr 
glaries,  arfons,  or  thefts  we^e  comr- 
mitted  againft  the  properties  bf  any 
perfpns  not  compenfated  by  this  a^V. 

Ccpy  of  hfs  Majefiy's  Order  in  Council, 
dfaed  April  13,  1767,  referring  to 
the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council^ 
the  aforegoing  Retrejentation  and  Ail. 

(K  mo 

At  the  Coi(rt  at  St.  Jamej, 
April  13,   1767. 
PRESENT, 
The  King's  Moft  Excellent  Majefty  in 
Council. 
Upon  reading  at  the  Board,  a  re- 
prefentation  from  the  Lords  Qommif- 
fioners   for  Trade   and  Plantations, 
dated  this  day,  upon  an  aft  paffed  in 
his  Majefty's  Province  of  the  Maffa- 
chufett's  Bay,   in  New-England,    on 
the  6th  of  December,  1766,  intitled^ 
*«  An  Aft  for  granting  Con»penr 
fation  to   the  Sufferers,   and  of 
free  and  general   Pardon,    In- 
demnity, and  Oblivion,  to  the 
Offenders  in  the  late  Times." 
"  Which  aft  had  not,   till  this  day, 
been  laid  before  the  Council  Board — 
It  is  ordered  by  his  Majefty  in  Coun- 
cil, that  th«  faid  reprefentation  apd 
s^ft  be,  and  they  are  hereby  referred 
to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lords  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  for  Plantatirn 
AiFairs,   lo  confider  the  fame,    and 


n  to  his 


rtoajft  their  opinion  thereiipoi 
Majeily  ^t  this  Board. 


Copy  of  the  Report  of  the  Lords  of  tht 
Committef  of  Council,  dated  May  g, 
1 767,  upon  confidering  the  aforegoing, 
Repreftntation  and  AS. 
(N6,  IV.) 
At  the  Council-Chamher,  White- 
hall.  May  g,   1767. 
By  the   Right  Hon.  the   Lords  of  the 
Commit  te^^  of  Council  for  Planfation 
Affairs. 

PRESENT, 
Lord  Chancellor    Vifc.  Barrington 
Lord  Prefident       Vifcount  Clare 
Duke  of  Graftdn  Lord  North 
Duke  of  Bolton     Lord  Sandys 
Duke  of  Ancafter  Mr.  Speaker 
Lord  Steward         J.  Stuart  Mackcn- 
Earl  of  Denbigh        s;je,  Efq; 

Mr.  Sec,  Conway 
Mr.  Chancellor  of 

the  Exchequer 
Welb.  Ellis,    Efq; 


EarlofCholmon 

deley 
E-  of  Marchmont 
Earl  of  Briftol 


Earl  of  Harcourt  Hans  Stanley,  Efq; 
E.  of  Hill/borough  L.  C.  J.  Wilmot 
Earl  of  Shelburne  Ifaac  Barre,  Efq; 
Vifcount  Howe 

Your  Majefty  haying  been  pleafcd 
by  your  order  in  Council,  of  the  13th 
of  laft  month,  to  refer  unto  this 
committee  a  reprefentation  of  the" 
Lords  Commiftioners  for  Trade  and 
Plantations,  touching  and  concerning 
an  aft  paffed  by  the  Great  arid  Ge- 
neral Court,  or  Affenibly  of  your 
Majefty's  Province  of  the  Maffa- 
chufett's  Bay,  in  New-rEngland,  on 
the  6th  day  of  December,  1766,  in- 
tituled, 

**  An  Aft  for  granting  Compen- 
fation  to  the  Sufferers,   and  of 
free  and  general   Pardon,    In- 
demnity, and  Oblivion,  to  the 
Offenders  in  the  late  Times." 
The  Lords  of  the- Committee,  in 
obedience  to  your  Majefty's  faid  order 
of  reference,  did  on  the  ift  and  41)1 
of  this  inftant,   and  again  upon  this 
day,  meet,  and  take  the  faid  repre- 
fentation and    aft    into  their  con- 

fideration^ 


i< 


PRIOR 

fderatlon,  together  with  the  charter 
granted  to  the  laid  Province,  by  your 
Majefty's  royal  predeccffors.  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary,  and  aKo 
your  Majefty'«  commifliott  and  in- 
ftruftion  to  the  prefent  Governor  of 
that  Province,  and  upon  a  due  deli- 
beration had  thereupon,  and  after  a 
diligent  enquiry  into  the  precedents  of 
the  condua  of  the  Council  Board,  in 
fimilar  cafes,  their  Lordlhips  are 
humbly  of  opinion,  that  it  may  be 
advifeable  for  your  Majefty  (if.  in 
your  royal  wifdom  you  (hall  think  fit) 
to  difallow  and  rcjcft  the  faid  a£l,  the 
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L.  Berkley  pfStraf- 

ton 
Lord  Bathurft 
Lord  Sandys 
Mr.  Trealurer  of 

the  Houfehold 
J.  Stewart  Mack« 

en7Je,  Efq. 
Wcllb.  Ellis,  Efq. 
Sir  Gilbert  Elliot 
MafterofthcRoll*. 
Earl  of  Beiborough 

Upon  reading  at  the  Board  a  report 
of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lords  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  for  Plantation 


Duke  of  Argyle 
Marq«  of  Granby 
Lord  Steward 
L.  Chamberlain 
Earl  of  Denbigh 
E.  ofShaftelbury 
Earl  of  Litchfield 
E.of  Marchmopt 
Earl  of  Brillol 
Earl  of  HarcouFt 
Earl  of  Ilchefter 


J|y  the  Right  honour  able  the  Lords  of 


faid  Aflembly  having  therein  unwar-     Affairs,  dated  the  9th  of  this  infiant, 
|-antablyircorporatedanadofPardon     in  the  words  followin^^  viz 
withanaftofeompenfation,  without      -      »     «       .1^.1 
having  obtained  your  Majefty's  pre- 
vious confent  to  fuch  aft' of  Pardon — 
And  that  it  may  likewife  be  advifcable 
for  your  Majefty  to  direft  your  Go- 
vernor of  the  Maffachufett's  Bay,  forth- 
with to  require  the  faid  aft  of  Af- 
lembly to  pafs  a  particular  aivd  ef- 

feftual  aft  for  compenfating  all  or 

any  of  the  fufFerers,    unmixed  with 

any  other  matter  whatfoever,  in  cafe 

fuch  compenfation  fliall  not  have  been 

already  made— And  the  Committee 

fubmit  this  opinion  to  your  Majefty, 

without  prejudice  to  the  confideration 

of  any  queftion  touching  the  nullity 

of  the  aft  now  under  confideration, 

tib  initio,  whenever  the  fame  may  ju- 
dicially come  into  quellion. 


Copy  of  his  Majefifs  Order  in  Council, 
'    dated  May  13,    l-jty ,  approving  of 
the  aforegoing  Report  of  the  Lords  of 
the  Committee  oj  Council. 
(No.  V.) 
At  the  Court  at  St.  James's,  the  I  ph 
of  May,   1767. 
P    RE     S    E    N    T, 
^he  King's  Moft  Excellent  Majefty, 
His  R.  H.  the  D.  E.  of  Hillftjorough 
of  York  Earl'  of  Shelburne 

A.  of  Canterbury  Vifc.  Falmouth 
Lord  Prefident      Vifcl  Barrington 
Duke  of  Bolton      Vifc.  Clare 
D.  of  Queeqjlbury  Bifhop  of  London 


Jt   the  Council-Chamber t    fTifJtehall, 
May  9^  I7f>7- 
■jonourable 
the  Committee  of  Council  for  Plantation 
Affairs. 

PRESENT, 
Lord  Chancellor    Vifc.  Barrng«:on 
Lord  Prefident       \ifcount  Clare 

D.  of  Grifton       Lord  North 
Duke  of  Bolton     Lord  Sandys 
Dukeof  Ancafter  Mr.  Speaker 
Lord  Steward         J.  Stuart  Macken> 
Earl  of  Denbigh        zie,  Efqi 
E    of  Cholmon-  Mr.  Seer.  Conway 

deley  Mr.  Chancellor  of 

E.  of  Marchmont      the  Exchequer 
E.  of  Briftol  Wellb.  Ellis.  Efq; 
Earl  of  Hnrcourt   Hans  Stanley,  E(q; 
E.ofHillfborough  L.  C.  J.  Wilmot 
E.  of  Shelburne     Ifaac  Barre. 
Vifc.  Howe 

Your  Majefty  having  been  pleafed, 
by  your  order  in  Council  ofthei3thof 
laft  month,  to  refer  un to  thisCommittee 
a  reprcfentation  of  the  I^rds  Com- 
miifioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations, 
touching,  and  concerning  an  aft 
pafTed  by  the  Great  and  General 
Court,  or  Affembly  of  your  Majefty's 
Province  of  the  MalTachufctt's  Bay, 
in  New-England,  on  the  6th  of  De- 
cember,  1766,  intituled, 

•'  An  Aft  for  granting  Compen- 
fation to  the  Sufferers,  and  of 
free  and  general  Pardon,  In- 
demnity, 
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demnlty,  and  Oblivion  to  the 
Offenders  in  the  late  Times." 
The  Lords  of  the  Committee,  in 
obedience  to  your  Majeily's  faid  order 
of  refere^ice,  did  on  the  ift  and  4th 
of  this  inftitnt,  and  again,  upon  this 
day  meet  and  take  the  iaid  repre- 
fentation  and  aft  into  their  confide- 
ration,  together  with  the  charter 
granted  to  the  faid  Province,  by 
yourMajffty's  royal  prcdecefibrs,  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary,  and  alfo 
your  Majefty's  commiflion  andinftruc- 
tions  to  the  prefent  Governor  of  that 
Province,  and  upon  due  deliberation 
had  thereupon,  and  after  ^  diligent 
enquiry  into  the  precedents  of  the 
condud  of  the  Coup'"''  Board,  in 
Aniilar  cafes,  their  Liprdfliips  are 
humbly  of  opinion,  that  it  may  be 
a4vireable  for  your  Mnjelly  (if  in  your 
royal  wifdom  you  (hall  thiiik  fit)  to 
diiallpw  and  rejeft  the  faid  aft,  the 
faid  AiTembly  having  therein  unwar- 
rantably incorporated  an  aft  of  Par- 
don with  an  a£l  of  Compenfation, 
Wr-jthout  having  obtained  yov^r  Ma- 
jefty's previous  confent  to  fuch  aft  of 
Pardon : — And  that  it  may  likewife  he 
advifeable  for  your  Majelly  to  direft 
your  Governor  of  the  Maffachufett's 
Bay  forthwith,  to  rec^uire  the  faid 
Aflembly  to  pafs  a  particular  and  ef- 
feftual  aft  for  compenfating  all,  or 
any  of  the  Sufferers,  unmixed  with 
any  other  matter  whatfoever,  in  cafe 
fuch  compenfutlon  (hall  not  have  been 
already  made— And  the  Committee 
fubmlt  this  opinion  to  your  Majefty, 
without  any  prejudice  to  the  consi- 
deration of  any  quedion  touching  the 
nullity  of  the  aft  now  under  confi- 
deration,  ai  initio,  vvhenevcr  the  fame 
may  judicially  come  into  queftion. 

His  Majelly  this  day  took  the  faid 
report  into  confideration,  and  was 
ptcaftd,  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy 
Council,  to  approve  thereof,  and  ac- 
cordingly to  order  that  the  faid  aft  be, 
and  it  is  hereby  difallowed  and  re- 
jefteJ,  and  his  Majefty  doth  hereby 
further  order,    that,  the    Governor, 
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Lieutenant-Governor,  or  Commandei* 
in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  the  Maf> 
fachufett's  Bay,  do  forthwith  require 
the  faid  Aflembly  to  pafs  a  particular 
and  effeftual  aft  for  compenfating  all 
or  any  of  the  fufFerers,  unmixed  with 
any  other  matter  whatfoever,  in  cafe 
fuch  compenfation  fliall  have  beei| 
already  made. 

Copy  0/ Major  General  Gage'i  Letter  fti 
the  Secretary  at  War. 

,  Nenv-York,  0£i.  11,  1766. 

(No.  V.*) 
My  Lord, 

I  have  ufed  all  endeavours  to  tranfi 
mit  to  you  the  cftimaics  of  North- 
America  by  the  prefent  opportunity, 
and  have  the  honor  to  fend  herewith 
fixteen  different  eftimates  of  the  or- 
dinary contingent  military  expences, 
and  three  of  extraordinary  contingent 
expencesj  with  an  abllraft  of  tha 
whole.  There  yet  remains  to  be  fent 
the  eftimates  of  WeftrFlorida,  and 
that  of  the  Qiiarter-mafter's  depart- 
ment in  ihe  diftrift  of  Albany— both 
have  been  wrote  for  frequently,  and 
will  be  forwarded  to  your  Lordlhip  as 
foon  as  they  can  \>e  obtained.  The 
engineers  are  not  yet  come  in  from 
the  out-pofts,  nor  the  naval  people 
from  the  Lakes ;  if  any  thing  fliall 
appear  farther  necefliiry  to  be  done  \n. 
repairs,  or  to  ftrengthen  ourfelves  in 
thofe  parts,  particular  eftimates  there- 
of will  be  tranfmitted  hereafter. 

For  i  long  time  paft  I  have  been 
examining  and  curtailing  expences  as 
much  as  could  be,  in  every  part  under 
my  command,  and  the  eftimates  now 
tranfmitted,  I  believe  to  be  as  exaft 
as  they  can  be  made  at  an  average, 
to  afcertiiin  the  annual  contingent 
military  expences  of  North  America, 
wanting  only  to  complete  the  whole 
of  the  eftimates  already  mentioned, 
from  Weft-Florida  gnd  Albany. 

There  appears  in  the  eiU  nate  frotti 
H.illifax,  a  great  number  of  ftore- 
houfes  to  be  repaired  ;  I  have  wrote 
to  the  officer  commanding,  to  difpofe 

of 
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•r  any  that  fliall  not  be  abfolutely 
wanted  for  the  fervice. 

In  the  Quarter- Mafter  General's 
department,  the  article  of  building 
boats  at  Fort  Pitt  is  heavy,  but  that 
bufmefs  was  examined  and  enquired 
into  before  it  was  undertaken,  and 
the  crown  pays  the  fame  prices  as 
every  trader  upon  the  Oljio ;  but  the 
moft  weighty  article,  is  the  tranf- 
portation  of  provifions  and  rtores  from 
Fort  Pitt  to  Fort  Chartres.  This  is 
put  down  to  (hew  the  expence  that 
will  be  incurred,  if  the  neceflity  of 
the  fervice  ihall  oblige  me  to  forward 
provifions,  fufficient  for  the  feeding 
of  a  regiment  for  twelve  months,  with 
their  cloathing,  &c.  and  that  no  af- 
fiilance  can  be  got  from  the  country 
in  the  article  of  provifion.  This  year 
a  large  quantity  of  provifions  has  been 
procured  there  ;  if  their  harveft  has 
been  good,  a  further  fupply  will  be 
got  next  year,  by  which  confiderable 
tranfportations  will  be  faved ;  and 
opportunities  have  offered  this  year, 
which  has  enabled  me  to  make  further 
favings.  The  recruits  which  arrived 
for  the  34th  regiment  have  been  em- 
ployed in  the  tnmfportation,  in  lieu 
of  batteau  men,  and  though  to  be 
allowed  fome  gratuity  for  the  wear  of 
their  neceflaries,  it  will  be  far  Ihort 
of  the  wages  of  the  others.  Upon 
the  whole,  this  article  niuft  be  un- 
certain, but  the  fupplying  a  regiment 
at  the  Ilinois  is  fo  very  expenfive, 
that  I  muft  ufe  every  means  in  my 
power  that  can  reduce  it. 

The  payment  of  the  two  troops  of 
Rangers  in  Georgia,  is  included  in 
the  contingent  expences,  as  I  don't 
know  whether  provifion  is  made  for 
them  with  the  reft  of  the  army,  or 
not.  They  are  not  paid  out  of  the 
contingencies,  but  by  warrants  on  the 
Deputy  Pay-mafter  General,  as  the 
other  troops  are  paid. 

It  was  remarked  wit)*  the  eftimates 
fent  laft  year,  that  tlie  Superinten- 
dants  of  the  Northern  find  Southern 
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Indians,  drew  upon  the  Commander 
in  Chief  for  their  falaries,  as  well  a» 
for  the  falaries  of  all  the  officers  in 
their  refpeftive  departments,  and  their 
other  contingent  expences ;  but  that 
I  could  not  fend  their  elHmates,  as 
they  were  trnnfmittcd  to  the  Board  of 
'I'radc.  1  have,  however,  defired  Sir 
William  Johnfon  and  Mr.  Steuart,  to 
fend  me  a  lift  of  all  their  deputies, 
commifiaries,  interpreters,  fmiths,  &c. 
with  their  annuaj  pay.  As  foon  as  I 
fliall  be  able  to  procure  thefe  lifts, 
they  will  be  forwarded  to  your  Lord- 
ftiip. 

Your  Lordfhip  will  pardon  my 
errors  from  the  hurry  I  write  in,  to 
be  in  time  for  the  mail ;  which  being 
very  near  clofing,  will  not  permit  me 
to  make  further  obfervations  at  pre- 
fent.  If  any  occur  hereafter,  I  ftall 
have  the  honor  to  mention  them  by 
another  opportunity.  J  have  th» 
honor  to  be  with  great  truth,  refpeft, 
and  efteem,  my  Lord,  your  Lord- 
ihip's  moft  obedient,  and  moft  hum- 
ble fervant, 

Thomas  Gagb. 

ExtratS  of  a  let  I  er  from  Major  Gmiral 
Gage  to  Lord  Barrington. 
Nenv.Tor/t,  Odoher  z9,  1766. 
(No.  VI.*) 
J  take  the  opportunity  of  f.  private 
fhip,  to  tranlmit  your  Lordfhip  the 
eftimates  of  tlie  Deputy  Quarter- 
Mafter  General's  department  in  the 
diftridts  of  Albany,  and  of  the  ex- 
pences for  the  repairs  and  contin- 
gencies of  Fort  Amhcrft,  in  theifland 
of  St.  John's,  both  which  arrived  too 
late  for  the  laft  packet ;  and  I  had 
omitted  to  take  notice  of  the  laft  in 
my  letter,  with  the  other  eftimates 
feut~  by  that  opportunitv.  The  efti- 
mare  of  Weft  Florida,  I  hope,  may 
be  tranfmitted  to  your  Lordfhip  di- 
redly  frqm  thence,  which  I  diredled 
to  fave  time,  as  alfo  that  a  duplicate 
might  be  fent  her^, 
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Some  expcnces  will  probably  be  In- 
curred at  the  IHnois,  the  eltimatcs  of 
which  have  Iwcn  wrote  for  long  ago, 
but  I  can't  expeft  any  clear  account 
tof  that  poft,  'till  the  chief  engineers, 
whom  I  fent  there,  and  down  the 
Miflifippi,  in  the  fpring,  fiiall  return 
to  me. 

In  the  eftimatc  of  the  Barrack- 
Klafter  General,  the  yearly  fum  to 
be  allowed  contraiJtors,  for  keeping 
top  and  repairing  the  furniture  of  the 
barracks  for  twenty  years,  is  inferted^ 
though  no  contraA  has  a»  yet  been 
entered  into.  As  foou  as  any  pro- 
pofals  Hull  be  made  on  this  head, 
they  will  be  tranfmitted  to  the  Lords 
Commiflioncrs  of  his  Majeftv's  Trca- 
fury.  A  fum  is  likewife  charged  in 
the  above  eilimate,  for  a  con)p]eat 
new  fet  of  furniture  for  tlie  who!* 
barracks  in  North-America,  which  in 
general,  was  much  wanted.  From 
comparing  thcfe  two  fums,  the  Board 
of  Treafury  will  be  able  to  form  a 
judgment  of  the  contrail,  according 
to  tne  propofals  on  this  head  already 
fent  by  the  Barrack-Mafter  General. 

I  likewife  herewith  inclofe  a  lilt  of 
the  fuperintendants,  deputies,  com- 
milTaries,  interpreters,  and  Smiths, 
for  the  man.ngements  of  Indians  in 
the  northern  diftrift  of  North-Ame- 
rica, according  to  what  is  there  called 
the  new  plan,  which  I  prefume  to  be 
a  plan  fettled  with  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  may  be  properly  called 
the  Indian  Staff  for  the  northern 
diftridl.  As  foon  as  Mr.  Steuart,  the 
Superintendant  of  the  fouthern  In- 
dians, fends  me  the  ftaft"  of  his 
dillria,  it  will  be  tranfmitted  to  your 
Lordfliip  ; — both  the  Superintendants 
draw  upon  the  Commander  in  Chief 
for  their  falaries  of  all  their  ftaff,  as 
well  as  their  other  cxpences,  eftimatcs 
of  which  I  have  already  acquainted 
your  Lordfliip,  are  ordered,  as  I  am 
informed,  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the 
Board  of  Trade. 

An  eftimatc  of  the  expence  of  pro- 
vifions  is  making  out  in  the  bell 
manner  it  can  be  done,  but  I  fear  it 


will  not  be  finiflied  in  time  for  the 
prcfent  conveyance. 

Extract  of  a  Lttttrfrom  Major  Gentrat 
Gage  to  Lord  BarringtoM. 

Netv-Tork,  No-v.  g,  1766. 
(No.  VII.») 
I  hive  the  honour  td  tranfmit  your 
Lordfhip  this  eftimate  of  the  expence 
of  provifions  confumed  annually  in 
North-America^  calculated  for  every 
part  exccptWeil-Florida,  from  whence 
the  returns  were  forbid  to  be  fent  to 
the  Commiflarvr  General,  as  his  de- 
puty informs  Kim ;  but  as  I  after- 
wards fent  particular  direftions  to  Co- 
lonel Taylor,  adling  Brigadier-Ge- 
neral, concerning  this  matter,  fmce 
his  arrival  at  Penl'acola,  I  am  to  hope 
they  will  at  length  be  procured. 
Whfcn  the  returns  (hall  be  received, 
the  expence  arifm^  from  the  pro-. 
vifions  in  that  provinc(  will  be  auded 
to  the  inclofed  elUniate.  As  your 
Lordfhip  prefTed  fo  ftrongly  for  the 
eflimates,  I  fend  off  without  delay, 
all  that  I  can  procure^  as  the/ 
come  in. 

Extrads  from  thi  Manufcript  Journal 
of  the  General  Afftmblj   of  Ntvj- 
York,  laid  before  Parliament, 
AJfembly-Chambert    City-Holly  in  the 
City   (f  Nevj-Tork,    Die  Luna-, 
II  ho.  A.  M.  the   loth  of  A'o- 
niember,  1766. 
The  General  AfTcmbly  having  on 
the  3d  of  July  laft,  been  prorogued  to 
Tuelday  the  7th  of  Odlober  next  fol- 
lowing, and  his  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor having,    by    feveral    procla- 
mations fince  publifhed,  farther  pro- 
rogued t'lem  to  this  day,    to  meet 
upon  bufmefs. 

Fitteen  members  purfuant  thereto, 
appearing  in  the  AfTembly-Chamber, 
Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bayard  and 
Colonel  Livingfton  wait  upon  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor,  and  acquaint 
him  that  a  fufHcient  number  of  mem- 
bers are  met  to  proceed  upon  bu- 
fmefs, 
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finefs,  and  that  they  attend  his  di-  for  their  interefts,  aa  camiot  fail  of 

reftions.  excitine    the  warmeft  fenciments  of 

Mr.  Bayard  reported,  that  Colonel  gratimde  in  the  minds  of  every  fub-' 

Livingflon  and  nimfelf,   had  waited  je6t,  and  be  produAive  of  the  higheft 

on  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  returns  of  duty  and  fubmiflion. 


Excellency 
delivered  their  meffage,  and  that  his 
Excellency  had  been  pleafed  to  fay  he 
would  come  up  to  the  Council-Cham- 
ber in  the  City-Hall  immediately, 
and  fend  a  meflagc  for  the  houfe. 


iuty 

Getitlfmen  oftht  General  Affemhlyt 

"  The  great  expence  in  which  this 

colony  has   been  engaged  for  foma 

time  pafl,  and  the  difficu  ats  which 

ftlllfubfift  in  regard  to  limits,  between 


A  meflage  from  his  Excellency  the  this  and  the  neighbouring  Provinces  of 

Governor,   by  Mr.  Banyar,   Deputy  Maflachufett's  and  the  Jerfeys,  have 

Secretary.  engaged  me  to  afcertain  as  foon  as 

Mr.  Speaker,  His  Excellency  the  poffible,  the  line  which  his  Maiefty 

Governor  requires  the  immediate  at-  nas.  been  pleafed  to  fix  by  his  royal 


tendance  of  this  houfc  in  the  Council- 
Chamber,  in  the  City-Hall. 

Mr.  Speaker  left  the  chair,  and 
the  whole  houfe  attended  accordingly, 
and  being  returned,  he  refumed  the 
chair,  and  reported  that  his  Excel- 
lency had  been  pleafed  to  make  a 
fpeech  to  the  houfe,  of  which,  to 
prevent  midakes,  he  had  obtained  a 
copy,  which  being  read,  is  in  the 
words  following ;  viz. 


proclamation,  for  the  boundary  be- 
tween this  Province  and  Quebec,  and 
after  the  neceffary  fupplies  of  govern- 
ment are  raifed,  I  niuft  recommend 
it  to  the  General  Aifembly  to  make 
provificn  for  the-  farther  opening  and 
continuing  this  line,  in.  which  I  flatter 
myfclf,  that  the  province  of  Quebec, 
Cv^ually  interefted  in  it,  will  readily 
contribute,  as  a  mutual  benefit  will  " 
be  derived  from  it.     I  mull  at  the 


Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  and  Gen-     fame  time,  earnellly  requeft  that  pro- 


tlemen  of  the  General  Jffembly, 
•*  The  meeting  of  the  General  Af- 
femblv  has  been  delayed  beyond  the 
ufual  time,   as  I  was  in  daily  expec- 
tation of  receiving  his  Majefty's  com- 
mands, in  regard  to  an  humble  re- 
prefentation  made  of  the  dillrefs  in 
which  this  colony  would  fliortly  be  in- 
volved, through  the  want  of  a  fuffi- 
cient  paper  currency.     And  it  is  with 
the  greatoft  fatisfatlion ,    that  I  can 
open  ill* J  feflion  with  a  frefh  inllance 
of  his  Majefty's  patern.'il  regard  and 
proteftion  extended  to  this  Province, 
v/ho  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed,  under 
certain    reftridions,    to   revoke   that 
inftrudicn,  by  which  the  Commander 
in  Chief  iicre  was    precluded  from 
j;iv'ing  his  confent  to  any  aft  which 
fhduM  bfi  framed  for  ftriking  bills  of 
credit,  and  iffuing  the  fame  in  lieu  of 
motley.    The  royal  attention,  fo  coii- 
llantly  paid  to  the  fufFerings  of  the 
people,  and  the  late  examples  given 
of  it,  .ire  fuch  lignal  inftances  of  his 
Majefty'scondefcenfion  and  tendernefs 


per  meafures  may  be  taken  to  fettle 
the  boundaries  between  the  different 
counties    in   this  Province,    and  fix 
them  by  authority :— The  want  of  a 
due  attention  to  ib  neceffary  a  fervice, 
has  already  given  rife  to  many  incon- 
veniences, and  the  continual  fcenes 
of  litigation  and  diforder,  occafloned 
by  vague  and  undetermined  limits, 
call  for  redrefs  in  the  ftrongeft  terms. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  andGm- 
tlemen  of  the  General  /IJfenibly, 
"  I  (hall,  during  the  courfe  of  your 
fefllon,  take  opportunities  •  f  laying 
before  you  fome  matters  wi  ich  have 
occurred  to  me  during  the  late  tour  I 
made,    and  recommending  to   your 
confideration  whatever  may  be  con- 
ducive to  the  public  fervice ;  as  I  am 
fully  perfuaded,    that  the  legiflativQ 
bodies  v/ill  chearfully  co-op'irattf  with 
me  in  whatever  can  be  propofed  for 
his  Majeily's  fervice,  and  the  good  of 
their  country.  H.  Moore.'* 

NeiV'Tork,  Nov.  10,  1766. 

U    .  Relblvcd, 
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Refolved,    That  his  Excellency's 
fpeech  be  taken  into  confideration, 
tp-tnorroi/,  by  the  houfe. 
Jlffimbly  -  Chamher,   at^  the  Houfe  of 
Matthpw  Erneft,  in  the  Out  Ward 
of  the  City  of  Nenu-Tork,    Die 
Mortis,  10  ho.  A.  M.  the  nth  of 
November,  1 766. 
9c    his  Excellency   Sir  Henry  Moore, 
Bart.  Captain-General,  and  Gover- 
nor in  Chief,  in,   and  over  the  Co- 
lony (f  Nevi-Tork,  and  the  Territories 
depending  thereon  in  America,  Chan- 
cellor and  Vice- Admiral  of  the  fame. 
7he  humble  Addrefs  of  the  General  Af- 
fembly  of  tbefaid  Colony. 
May  it  phafe  your  Excellency, 
We  his  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  fub- 
je£ls,   the  General  AfTembly  of  the 
Colony  of  New- York,    return  your 
Excellency  our  moft  hearty  thanks  for 
your  ipeech. 

The  fatisfa£lIon  your  Excellency 
exprefles  in  being  permitted  to  relieve 
the  diftrefs  this  colony  is  fallen  into, 
through  the  want  of  a  medium  of 
trade,  cannot  but  be  extremely  agree- 
able to  us,  as  it  affords  a  further 
proof  of  your  attention  to,  and  con- 
cern for  our  interefts. 

We  are  deeply  fenfible  of  his  Ma» 
jefty's  paternal  care  and  tender  regard 
for  all  his  fubjeds,  and  we  are  con- 
fident we  Ihall  ever  be  ready  to  make 
fuch  returns  of  duty  and  fubmlflion, 
as  may  be  expefted  from   the  moft 
loyal  fubjefts  to  the  beft  of  fovereigns. 
"Had  your  Excellency   been    per- 
mitted, by  the  inftruftions  you  have 
received,  to  have  pafled  a  bill  for  the 
iffuing  0*"  paper  money  in  the  ufual 
manner,    we  Ihould    have    been   fo 
cautious  in  the  exercife  of  that  power, 
that  no  perfon,    either  at  home  or 
abroad,  would  have  been  in  the  leaft 
danger  of  being  injured  in  his  pro- 
perty, and  the  public  credit  of  this 
Colony  would  have  been,  as  it  ever 
has  been,  the  objeft  of  our  peculiar 
care  apd  attention,     But,   fmce  we 
fear  that  no  bill  for  that  purpofe  can 
be  puffed  without  a  fufpending  claufc, 
arc  determined  to  bear  our  diftreffcs 


as  well  as  we  are  able,  except  your 
Excellency  will  be  pleafed,  confidering 
the  prefling  neceflities  wt  lay  under, 
to  pafs  a  bill  without  fuch  an  unufual 
claufe. 

Your  Excellency's  care  to  fe  tie  the 
boundaries  between  this  Colony  and 
Quebec,  will  probably  prevent  many 
mifchievous  confequences  which  n;vight 
otherwife  arife  from  the  negleft  of  a 
thing  of  that  importance,  and,  for 
like  reafons,  we  Ihall  be  ready  to  con- 
tribute all  the  aflillance  in  our  power, 
to  enable  your  Excellency  to  fettle,  at 
Icaft,  a  temporary  line  of  jurifdidlion 
between  this  Colony  and  the  Province 
of  the  Maffachufett's  Bay. 

The  fcttiement  of  the  boundaries  of 
the  feveral  counties  in  this  Colony, 
where  they  are  in  a  manner  uncertain, 
we  look  upon  as  an  objeft  dcferving 
the  moft  ferious  attention  of  the  le- 
giflature,  and  abfolutely  neceflary  to 
p-iace,  order,  and  the  due  execution 
of  the  powers  of  government.  Wt- 
ftiall  pay  a  due  regard,  therefore,  to 
what  your  Excellency  recommends  on 
that  fubjeft,  as  well  as  to  whatever 
elfe  you  ihall  think  proper  to  lay 
before  us  during  the  courfe  of  this 
fefllon,  in  which  we  Ihall  be  am- 
bitious of  demonftrating,  that  your 
Excellency  has  done  us  no  more  than 
ftrift  juftice,  in  fuppofing  that  we  will 
chearfully  co-operate  with  you,  in 
whatever  can  be  propofcd  for  his  Ma- 
jefty's lervice,  and  the  good  of  this 
country.  By  order  of  the  General 
Afll-mbly,  W,  Nico^l,  Speaker. 
AffenMy-Chamhcr ,  in  the  Out -Ward 

of  the  City  ef 'New-York,  the  \yh 

of  November,   1766. 

Hii  Excellency'' s  Av;'iver. 
Gentlemen  cf  the  General  A ffcml'y, 
I  return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for 
this  addrefs,  and  for  the  fentiments 
you  exprefs  of  my  attention  to  the 
public  welfare.  The  afl'uranccs  you 
p,ive  of  edling  chearfully  with  me,  in 
fo  good  a  caufe,  cannot  fail  of  being 
produdive  of  the  greateft  advantage 
to  this  Colony. 

Mr. 


"  being. 
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Mr.  Banyaf,  Deputy  Sectfetary, 
brought  to  the  Houfe,  from  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Govifirnor,  an  additional 
inftruftion  frdin  his  Majefty  to  him, 
which  his  Excellency  defired  might  be 
communicated  to  the  Houfe,  and 
being  read,  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing : 

Aiidhional  Inftruiliom  to 
our  Trujiy  and  JVcll- 
belo'ved  Sir  H.  Moore, 
Bart,  our  Captain-Ge- 
neral, and  Governor  in 
Chief  of  our  Province 
George  R»  ifNe<w-Tork,  and  the 
Territories  depending 
It.  S>  thereon    in    America. 

Given    at   our   Court 
K  •  at    St.    James's,    the 

l^th    Day    ef  July, 
1766,    in    the    Sixth 
Year  of  our  Reign. 
Whereas  by  the'  26th  Article  of  bur 
General  Inftruftions  to  you,  given  at 
our  Court  at  St.  James's,    the 
day  of  ,    in  the  fixth  year  of 

cmr  reign,  you  are  ftiiftly  forbid  to 
give  your  aflent  to  any  adt  within  our 
Province  of  New- York,  under  your 
government,  whereby  paper  bills  may 
be  llruck  or  iflued  in  lieu  of  money, 
unlefs  upon  fudden  and  extraordinary 
emergencies  of  government,  in  cafe 
■  of  war,  or  invaiion,  and  upon  no 
other  occcfion  whatever.  And 
whereas  it  hath  been  reprefented 
unto  us,  that  the  currency  of  all  the 
paper  bills  of  credit  now  in  circulatio'^* 
within  our  faid  Province  of  New- 
York,  will,  by  the  limitation  of  the 
laws  by  which  they  were  refpedively 
iflued,  ceafe  and  determine  in  the 
year  i76<S,  by  means  \  /  ereof  the 
commerce  of  our  faid  P.  jvince,  as 
well  as  the  ordinary  fcrvices  of  go- 
vernment there,  will  be  expofed  to 
great  ditficult"  and  inconvenience. 
It  is,  therefore,  our  will  and  pleafure, 
that  the  20th  Article  of  our  faid 
General  Inftruftions  to  you,. relative 
to  the  Ifl'ue  of  paper  bills  of  credit, 
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be,  and  it  is  hereby  revoked  and  an- 
nulled. And  it  is  our  fufther  will 
and  pleafure,  aAd  3'ou  are  hereby  per  - 
mitied  and  allowed  to  give  your  afl!ent 
to  any  aft  or  ads  of  AiTembly  of  the 
faid  Province,  for  creating  and  i/Tuing 
paper  bills  of  credit.  In  lieu  of,  and 
for  fecuring  any  fum  or  fums  of 
money,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole 
the  fum  of  j^zdoooo  currency  of  that 
Province,  provided  that  in  fuch  aft  or 
afts  of  Afl^embly,  whereby  fuch  paper 
bills,  or  bills  of  credit,  fhall  be  created 
or  iflued,  due  care  be  taken  toafcertain 
the  real  value  of  fuch  paper  bills,  or 
bills  of  credit,  and  that  an  ample  and 
fufiicient  fund  be  provided  for  calling 
in,  finking,  and  difcharging  the  faid 
bills  within  a  reafonable  time,  not 
exceeding  five  'ears,  and  provided, 
thit  you  do  Mke  care,  in  the  pafling 
of  any  aft,  01  afts  of  AflTembly  for 
the  purpofes  above-mentioned,  that 
there  be  a  clailfe,  or  claufes  inferted, 
therein  fufpending  and  deferring  the 
execution  thereof,  until  our  pleafure 
fhall  be  known  concerning  the  fame. 

G.  R, 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 
upon  his  Excellency's  fpeech — after 
fome  time  fpent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker 
refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Philip 
Livingfton  reported  from  the  faid 
committee,  that  they  had  made  fome 
progjefs  therein,  and  had  direfted 
him  to  move  that  they  may  have 
leave  to  lit  again. 

Refolved,  That  his  Excellency's 
foeech  be  taken  into  further  con- 
fideration  to-morrow — and  then  the 
Houfe  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning. 

Die  Mercurii,  9  ho.  A.  M,  the  iztb 

of  November,   1766. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treafurer  of  the 

Colony,   do,    by  Tuefday  the  25  th 

inftant,    lay  before  this  Houfe,    the 

feveral   following  accounts  on  oath, 

viz.  "  An  account  of  the  amount  of 

the  duty,  laid  by  virtue  of  an  aft  for 
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S ranting  to  his  Majefty  the  feveral 
uties  and  impofitionii  on  godds, 
wares,  and  merchandizes  imported 
into  this  Colony  therein-mentioned, 
together  with  an  account  how  much 
had  been  paid  out  of  the  fame,  from 
the  I  ft  day  of  Septe-nber,  1765,  to 
the  firlt  day  of  September,  1766. 

**  An  account  of  the  amount  of 
licences  to  hawkers  and  pedlars,  from 
the  ift  day  of  September,  1765,  to 
the  I  ft  day  of  September,  1766. 

'«  An  account  of  the  amount  of 
his  receipts,  from  the  feveral  and  re- 
Jpeflive  loan-officers,  diftinguiftiing 
how  much,  on  account  of  the  prin- 
cipal, and  how  much  for  intereft, 
fince  his  lafi  account  thereof  de- 
Kvered. 

*'  An  account  of  his  receipts  on  the 
excife  fund  fince  his  la(l  account  there- 
of delivered — An  account  of  his  pay- 
ments out  of  the  ;f  5000,  lodged  in 
his  hands,  by  an  &&.  pafTed  in  the 
year  1765,  for  refrefhing,  &c.  fuch 
of  his  Majefty's  troops  as  may  pafs 
through  this  Colony,  fince  his  lall 
account  thereof  delivered — An  ac- 
count of  his  receipts  from  the  feveral 
and  refpeftive  colleftors  and  county 
Treafurers,  on  account  of  the  feveral 
and  reipe&ive  taxes,  and  arrears  of 
taxes  due  to  this  Colon  /,  from  the 
time  that  his  Lift  ac.ounis  thereof 
was  delivered,  until  the  day  he  de- 
livered his  accounts,  dillinguifhing 
particularly,  how  much  paid  by  each 
refpeftive  city  and  county,  on  what 
tax,  and  on  what  arrears  of  taxes. 

"  An  account  how  much  hath 
arifen  by  vLtue  of  an  aft,  intitled. 
An  Aft  for  laying  a  Duty  of  Tonnage 
on  the  Veffels,  and  for  the  Time 
therein-mentioned,  from  the  ift  day 
of  September,  1765,  to  the  firft  day 
of  September,  1766. 

'•  An  account  of  his  receipts,  by 
virtue  of  the  feveral  atts,  enabling 
him  to  draw  bills  of  exchange  on  Sir 
William  Baker,  Knt.  and  Robert 
Charles,  Efq;  lor  money  allotted  to 
this  Colony  by  his  Majefty,  out  of 
the  parliamentary  grants,  towards  rc- 


imburfing  the  Colonies  the  expence 
of  the  war,  fince  his  laft  account 
thereof  delivered. 

**  An  account  of  his  receipts,  by 
virtue  of  an  aft  palTed  the  20th  of  C  :- 
tober,  1764,  intitled.  An  Aft,  ap- 
propriating the  fum  of  ^^59250  of  the 
monies  therein-mentioned,  for  calling 
in,  finking,  and  cancelling,  bills  of 
credit,  to  the  amount  of  the  miffions 
therein-mentioned,  together  with  an 
account  of  the  b'.lL  qf  credit  cancelled 
in  confequence  of  the  faid  aft,  fince 
his  laft  account  thereof  delivered. 

"  An  account  how  much  he  hath 
received,  purfuant  to  an  aft  palTed 
the  20th  ot  December,  1763,  intitled. 
An  Aft  to  impower  John  Cruger, 
Robert  R.  Livingtton,  Philip  Living- 
fton,  Leonard  Lifpenard,  and  William 
Bayard,  Efqrs.  to  receive  from  the 
Colony  of  Pennfylvania,  the  fum  of 
^^4368  2s.  dd.  fterling,  overpaid  to 
the  faid  Colony  out  of  the  parlia- 
mentary grant,  for  the  fer\'ice  of  the 
year  1760,  fince  his  laft  account 
thereof  delivered. 

"  An  account  of  his  payment  s,  pur- 
fuant to  an  ad  paffed  the  20  th  of 
Oftober,  1764." 

Die  Martis,  9  ho.    A  the  i  Sth  of 

November,   1766. 

A  melTage  from  his  Ex  .iiency  the 
Governor,  by  Mi.  liar.yar.   Deputy 
Secretary,  which  being  read,  is  in  the 
words  following ;  viz. 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  JJJcmhly, 
In  confequence  of  a  report  made  to 
the  Lords  Commiffioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations,  of  the  aft  paffed  io 
the  laft  feffion  of  Affcmbly,  for  pro- 
viding barracks,  fuel,  &c.  for  his 
Majefty's  troops  quartered  in  this 
city,  and  my  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  on  the  fame  occafion,  1  have 
had  the  honor  of  the  following  letter 
from  the  Earl  of  Shelburnc. 
S  I  F.,  Whitehall,  Aug.  9,  1766. 
1  took  the  firft  opportunity,  after 
his  Majefty  had  bten  moft  gricioully 
pl-'afed  to  cntruft  me  with  the  f  i.h  of 
the  fouthern  department,  to  Ly  be- 
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fore  him  your  letter  of  the  zoth  of 
June,  giving  an  account  of  the  ge- 
neral fatisfaaion  expreiTed  by  all 
ranks  and  degrees  of  people,  on  the 
repeal  of  the  Stamp-aft,  and  likewile 
your  reafons  for  affenting  to  a  bill  for 
providing  barracks,  firewood,  candles, 
bedding,  and  utenfils  tor  the  kitchen, 
for  the  King's  troops,  as  demanded, 
notwithftanding  the  articles  of  fait, 
vinegar,  cyder,  and  beer,  be  not  in- 
cluded, under  a  pretence  that  they 
are  not  provided  for  the  troops  lodged 
in  the  barracks  in  Europe. 

I  have  his  Majefty's  comrannds  to 
acquaint  you  of  the  fatisfaftion  he 
feels  in  the  happinefs  of  his  fubjefts, 
arifing  from  the  tender  care  anil  con- 
fideration  of  his  Parliament.  But  I 
am  ordered  to  fignify  to  you,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  as  it  is  the  indif- 
penfible  duty  of  his  fubjedts  in  Ame 
rica  to  obey  the  ails  of  the  legiflature 
of  Great  Britain,  the  King  both  ex- 
pefts  and  recjuires  a  due  and  chearful 
obedience  to  the  fame,  and  it  cannot 
be  doubted  that  his  Majelly's  Province 
of  New- York,  after  the  lenity  of 
'Great  Britain  fo  recently  extended 
to  America,  will  not  fail  duly  to 
carry  into  execution  the  aft  of  par- 
liarDcnt  pafled  lail  feffion,  for  quar- 
tering liis  Majefty's  troops,  in  tlie  lull 
€\  jnt  and  meaning  of  the  a.t,  with- 
out referring  to  the  uiagc  of  orI;.er 
parts  of  his  Majelly's  dominions, 
where  the  legiflature  ha.s  t!iou^ht  fit 
to  nrefciibe  different  r.gulations,  and 
w  iich  cann.t  be  altered  any  more 
than  in  North  America,  except  upon 
a  refpeftful  and  well-grounded  repre- 
fentation  of  the  hardlhip  or  incon- 
venience. Thefe  confiderations,  I 
am  convinced  mult,  of  themfclves, 
have  fo  much  weight  with  the  M- 
fembly  of  New- York,  not  only  in  the 
prefcnt  conjunfture,  when  it  is  na- 
tural to  fuppofe  the  minds  of  -Tieu 
letain  fenfible  impreflions  of  what  has 
lately  paiTed,  but  upon  other  occa- 
fions  which  may  call  for  a  ready  obe- 
dience, that  1  cannot  think  it  necef- 
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fary  for  roe  to  enlarge  farther  upon ; 
their  importance— I  muft  only.  Sir,  in 
general,  add,  that  I  hope  and  be- 
lieve, that  a  very  little  time,  toge- 
ther \yith  that  temporal  adminiilration 
of  government,  which  your  regard  to 
the  pejple  under  it,  muft  make  yoa 
naturally  incline  to,  and  that  firmnefs 
which  your  duty  to  the  King  equally 
requires,  will  allay  whatever  remains 
ot  thofe  heats,  which  have  fo  unhap- 
pily for  America  prevailed,  and  which 
if  continued,  mull  prove  of  the  mott 
fatal  confequence  to  whatever  Province 
they  are  fuifered  in.  I  am,  there- 
fore, perfuaded  that  the  Aflembly  will 
lol'e  no  occafion  that  offers,  of  con- 
vincing his  Majelly,  that  me  people 
of  New- York  will  yield  to  no  other 
part  of  liis  fubjefts,  in  duty,  loyalty, 
and  obedience  to  fuch  laws  as  the 
King  and  Parliament  have  thought 
/rcper  to  enadt,  for  their  benefit  and 
pra.eftion. 

(Signed)  SnEr.nuRNE. 

I  flatter  mylelf,  that  on  a  due  con- 
oration  of  tliis  letter,  no  difficultie* 
can  po!:ibly  aiiib,  or  the  Jeall  ob- 
jeftion  Le  made  to  the  provifion  for 
the  troops,  as  required  by  the  aft  of 
parliament.  H.  Moore. 

Fort-V,ecrge,  Nov.  17,   1766. 

Ordered,  I'hat  the  faid  meflage  be 
referred  to  the  confideration  of  the 
c:);nmittcc,  to  whom  his  Excellency's 
i;)'eech  is  committed. 
Die  Mercwii,  9  ha.  A.  M.  the  XCjth 
cf  November,  1766. 
'I'he  Houfe  (according  to  order)  re-  ' 
folved  itfelf  into  a  committee  cf  the 
whole  Houfe  upon  his  Excellency's 
fpeech — after  fome  lime  fpent  therein, 
Mr.  Speaker  reiumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Philip  i,ivingllon  reported  there- 
folutions  of  the  committee,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  de-. 
livcred  in  at  tlie  table,  where  the 
fame  were  again  read  and  agreed  to 
'  *^hc  Houic,  and  are  as  follow,  viz. 
Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  there  be  al- 
lowed unto  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry 

Moore, 
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Moore,  Bart,  for  adminiflring  the 
government  of  this  Colony,  from  the 
ift  day  of  September,  1766,  to  the 
ift  day  of  September,  which  will  be 
in  the  year  1767,  after  the  rate  of 
£zoo6  per  anuum, 

*'  Rcfolved,  That  it  is  thn  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  there  be  al- 
lowed unto  his  laid  Excellency,  for 
providing  firewood  and  candles  Tor  his 
Majelly's  Fort  Gtorge,  in  the  city  of 
New-York,  from  the  ift  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1766,  to  the  I  fc  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1767,  the  fum  of  j^4.oo. 

"  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  there  be  al- 
lowed unto  the  Hon.  Daniel  Horfe- 
manden,  Efq;  as  Chief  julUceof  the 
Supreme  Court  of  this  Colony,  and 
for  going  the  circuiis  froiii  the  ill  day 
of  September,  1766,  to  the  ill  day 
of  September,  1767,  after  the  rate  of 
;^300  per  Annum. 

•'  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
:^jiir<mittee,  that  there  be  allowed  unto 
the  H'^n.  David  Jones,  Efq;  as  Second 
Juftice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this 
Colony,  and  lor  going  the  circuits 
from  and  to  the  tirn;-  afcrcnsid,  alter 
the  rate  of  ^^,"200  per  annum. 

"  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  there  be  al- 
lowed unto  the  Hon.  William  Smith, 
Efq;  as  Third  Jul'tics  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  this  Colony,  and  for  going 
the  circuits  from  a:;d  to  the  time 
aforefaid,  afcer  the  rate  of  ;^20o  pvr 
a /I  num. 

"  Rcfolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  there  beiillow" 
ed  unto  the  Hon.  Robcit  R.  Living- 
Iton,  Efq;  as  Fourth  juftice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  this  Colony,  and  for 
going  the  circuits  from  imd  to  the 
time  ;;forcfiiiJ,  after  the  rate  of  ^^200 
pet'  annum. 

"  That  it  is  the  opinian  of  this 
committee,  that  there  be  allowed  unto 
William  W t-;.  .i-.an,  as  public  Piiiiter 
of  this  Colony,  for  his  iervices  in  that 
ilation,  from  and  to  tlie  time  afore- 
iiiid,  aficr  the  rate  of  j^50  per  annum. 


"  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinidn 
of  this  committee,  that  there  be  al- 
lowed unto  Abraham  de  Peyder,  Efqj 
Treafurer  of  this  Colony,  for  his  fer- 
vices  in  that  ftation,  from  and  to  the 
time  aforefaid,  after  the  rate  of  ;^20# 
per  annum. 

"  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  there  be  al- 
lowed unto  the  faid  Treafurer,  for 
the  extraordinary  fervices  which  he  is 
now  obliged  to  perform  beyond  the 
ufual  duty  of  his  oflice,  after  the  rate 
of  the  further  {\xm  of  £100  per  annum, 

"  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  there  b;;  al- 
lowed unto  Robert  Charles,  Efq; 
Agent  for  this  Colony  in  Great- 
Britain,  as  a  reward  for  his  care, 
trouble,  and  diligence,  in  attending 
upon  his  Majefty,  and  his  minifters  of 
Itate,  in  that  Ilation,  from  and  to 
the  time  aforefaid,  after  the  rate  of 
;^500  per  annum. 

"  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  there  be  al- 
lowed unto  John  Tabor  Kempe,  Elq; 
his  Majelly's  Atto:ney.General  of  this 
Colony,  for  feveral  extraordinary  fer- 
vices  by  him  performed  in  that  Ilation, 
th  ;  fum  of j^ijo. 

"  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  there  be  al- 
lowed unto  Abraham  Lott,  Efc];  Qlerk 
of  the  General  AfTcmbly,  for  his  fcr- 
viccs  in  that  ilation,  from  the  ill  day 
of  September,  1766,  to  the  ill  day 
of  September,^  11767,  twenty  fluli in gs 
per  diem,  payable  upon  a  certificate 
from  the  General  Aflembly,  figned 
by  the  Speaker,  for  the  number  of 
days  he  has  ferved,  or  may  ferve  the 
General  Alfembly. 

"  Refolved,  'I'hat  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  there  bii  al- 
lowed for  anfwcring  fuch  ncceffary 
and  contingent  charges  as  may  arife 
or  hrppen  for  the  fervice  of  this 
Colony,  from  the  lit  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1766,  to  the  1 11  clay  of  Sep- 
tember,  1767,  the  fum  of/,' 100. 

"  Refolved, 
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•«  Refolved,  That  the  foregoing 
feveral  'allowances  be  made  payable 
oiit  of  the  monies  arifen,  or  which 
may  arife  by  virtue  of  the  following 
a£ts ;  viz. 

*'  An  aft  for  granting  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  the  feveral  duties  andimpofitions 
on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes 
imported  inio  this  Colony  thcrein- 
mention.     Am\ 

"  An  Aft  to  reftrain  hawkers  and 
pedlars  within  this  Colony,  from  fel- 
ling without  licence. 

♦•  Ordered,  That  a  bill  be  brought 
in,  purfuant  to  the  faid  refolutions, 
and  that  Colonel  Seaman  and  Mr. 
Schenk  prepare  and  bnng  in  the 
fame." 

Die  Martis,  g  ho.  J.  M.  the  25/^  of 
Novemhi'i',   1766. 

A  meffage  from  his  Excellency  tlie 
Governor  by  Mr.  Banyar,  Deputy 
Secretary,  which  being  read,  is  in 
the  words  foUowinj  ;  viz. 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Affcmhly^ 
"  Incloied,  is  an  account  of  what 
money  has  been  paid  to  the  officers  ot 
hisMajefty's  28th  regiment,  in  quarters 
here,  who  we:e  lodged  in  the  town, 
as  there  was  not  fufficient  room  for  them 
in  the  barracks  provided  for  the  two 
battalions  and  comp;iny  of  artillery, 
by  aft  pafied  in  the  Lilt  feflion  of  Al- 
fcrpbly.  This  fum  has  been  advanced 
by  the  Mayor  and  corporation  of  this 
city,  and  agreeable  to  their  rcqueft, 
it  is  now  recommended  to  the  Koufe 
of  Affembly,  that  they  may  be  rc- 
imburfed.  No  inone>'  has  been  paid 
as  yet,  either  to  the  officers  of  his 
Majejly's  46th  regiment,  or  to  the 
officers  of  the  artillery.  H.  Moore. 
"  Fort-Cccrgc,  Ncv-  24,    1766." 

Ordered,  That  the  faici  meflage 
and  account  metioned  therein,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  confuicration  of  a  com- 
mittee of  th-  whole  ^oufe. 

Abraham  de  Peyfter,  Treafurer  of 
tliis  Colony  (according  to  order)  at 
tending  at  the  door,  was  called  in, 
and  lajd  before  the  Houfe  the  feveral 
accounts  on  oafh  ;  viz. 
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"  An  account  of  the  produce  of  the 
tonnage  fund,   from  the  ift  day  of 
September,  1765,  to  the  ift  day  <^ 
September,  1766,  amounting  to  tho 
fum  ofj^,'4o6  i8j.  \d.\. 

'*  An  account  that  he  has  received 
from  the  feveral  and  refpeftive  loan». 
officers,  fince  his  laft  account  thereof 
delivered  ;  viz. 

For  interelt        -  -      ;^  137$ 

On  account  of  the  principal   j^l  1 375 

'•  An  account  that  he  has  received 
from  the  feveral  colleftors  and  county 
Treafurers,  on  account  of  the  feveral 
taxes  laid  by  feveral  laws  of  this  Co- 
lony, amounting  from  the  5  th  of  De- 
cember, 1^65,  to  the  25th  of  No- 
vember, 1766,  to  the  fumofj^i7829 
6s.  id.  \. 

"An  account  that  he  has  paid, 
purfuant  to  an  aft  palled  the  3d  of 
July,  1766,  intitled.  An  A61  to  fur- 
nifii  the  Barracks  in  the  Cities  of 
New- York  and  Albany,  with  Fire- 
wood and  Candles,  and  the  other 
Neceflaries  therein-mentioned,  for  his 
Majelly's  Forces,  the  fum  of  ^^3200. 

'*  An  account  that  he  has  received 
from  John  Cruder,  Philip  Livingfton, 
Robert  R.  Livingllon,  Leonard  Lif- 
penard,  and  Wilham  Bayard,  Efqrs. 
on  account  of  the  ;^4368  is.  6d. 
ftcrling,  they  were  impowered  by  law 
to  receive  from  the  Colony  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  fince  his  laft  .iccount  thereof 
delivered,  the  fum  of  ^^456  os.  zd. 

"  An  account  that  he  hcs  received 
for  feveral  bills  of  excliangc  drawn  on 
Sir  William  Baker,  Knt  and  Robert 
Charles,  F,fq;  fince  his  laH  account: 
thereof  delivered,  the  fu;ii  ofj^46o8. 

"  A  general  account  of  the  amount 
of  the  feveral  duties,  ^c.  for  fup- 
porting  the  government  of  this  Co- 
lony, together  wi.h  an  account  of  the 
payments  out  of  the  fame,  fiom  the 
ill  day  of  September,  1765,  to  the 
ift  day  of  September,  17  >6,  wherein 
he  charges  himfelf  with  the  bala-.:e 
due  to  this  Colony  on  account  of  ihs- 
faid  duties,  &c.  on  the    ill  day  of 

September, 
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Scptemhcr,  1765,  of 

the  fum  of 
With    the    fam    of 
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received  for  the 
rfntyon  rum,  wine, 
brandy,  &c.  dur- 
ing the  abovefaid 

time.         

ilftd  with  the  fum  of 
j^i35  received  for 
licence  to  hawkers 
and  pedlars,  dur- 
ing the  abovefaid 
time         — 
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And  charges  the  Co- 
lony  with    I'uncliy 

fums  paid  out  pf 

the  faid   fund,    a- 

mounting    to    the 
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Afld  makes  a  balance 

due  "0  the  Colony 

on  the   lit  day  of 

September,    1766,  — 
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Drt  Marti i,  9  /».    A.  M.    the  zd  of 

December,    1766. 

Mr.  Spealcer  communicated  to  the 
Houfe  the  following  letter  and  ac- 
coants  ;  viz. 

"  A  letter  from  his  Honor  the 
LieiitenaiU-Governor,  dated  the  ill 
inftant,  dcman^ling  payment  for  nr- 
rears  of  falary  duj  to  him,  from  the 
ift  of  September  to  the  I3tli  of  No- 
vf^mber,  1765,  and  alto  for  damages 
by  him  fulbined  on  the  ift  day  of 
November,   1765. 

"  An  account  of  Alexander  Gor- 
don, Ef(^;  for  a  ftngie  fleigh  loft  on 
the  laid  ift  day  of  November,  1765. 

•'  t\w  account  of'  Dr.  Jonathan 
Maflct,  of  a  finple  hnrfe-chnife,  and 
part  of  hameii,  loli:  on  tlie  faid  lil 
dav  of  November,  1765. 

"  And  an  account  of  Andrew 
Gaiiticr,  fOr  repairing  the  damages 
done  to  the  houfc  of  Samuel  Francis, 
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on  the  faid  ill  day  of  November, 
1765. 

"  Ordered,    That  the  faid  letter 
and  accounts  be  referred  to  the  con- 
fideration  of  a  committee." 
Die  Veneris,  9  bo.  A.  M.   ^th  of  Dt- 

cember,   1766. 

The  Houfe  taking  into  confide- 
ration  the  many  grievances  refulting* 
from  the  aft  of  parliamL'nt,  reftf-aining 
the  jfTuing  paper  bills  of  credit  to  the 
inhabitants  of  tliis  Colony,  for  want 
of  a  ptoper  mediuttt  of  trade. 

"  Refolved,  Than  an  humble  ad- 
drefs  be  prepared,  in  order  to  be 
prefented  to  the  parliament  of  Great- 
Britain,  reprefenting  the  hartifhips 
and  inconveniencies  the  inhabitants  of 
this  Colony  lay  under,  for  the  want 
of  a  competent  medium  of  trade,  and 
praying  relief. 

"  Ordered,   That  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  prepare  the  faid  addrefs, 
and  a  committee  was  appointed  ac- 
cordingly." 
Die  Mart  is,  9  ho.  A.  M.  the  gth  of 

December,  1766. 

A  meflage  from  his  Excelle-cy  the 
Governor,  by  Mr.  Banyar,  Deputy- 
Secretary,   which  being  rtcjd,    is  in 
th^  v>  ords  following  ;  viz. 
C(>itlemeii, 

"  The  inclofed  accounts  duly  at- 
tefied,  of  the  workmen  employed  In 
the  reparations  ^nd  alterations  of  the 
houfe  at  the  Fort,  are  now  laid  before 
the  Houfc  of  Aflbmbly,  and  recom- 
mended for  payment.  H.  Moore, 
' '  Fort-Gforge,  Dc:.  i,   1765." 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  meflage 
and  accounts  be  referred  to  the  con-, 
fideration  of  a  committee,  and  that  it 
be  an  inrtruftion  to  them  to  add  a 
proper  clanfe,  or  claufes  to  the  luil 
now  in  committee,  for  paying  Major 
James  his  lofib,  for  paying  lo  much 
of  the  iaid  accounts  as  ih^ll  be  found 
to  be  really  and  truly  due  thereon. 

A  nieffage  from  his  P^lxcellcncy  the 
Governor,  by  Mr.  Banyar,  Deputy- i" 
Secretary,    which  being  read,    is  in 
the  wordi  following ;  viz. 
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,  Gentlemen, 

"  His  Majefty's  28th  and  46th  re- 
giments having'  been  employed  for 
fome  time  in  quelling  the  riots  and 
difordelrs  which  had  broke  out  in  the 
counties  of  Dochefs  and  Albany,  t 
now  recommend  it  to  the  Houfe  of 
Aflembly,  that  a  compenfation  be 
made  to  them  for  the  extraordinary 
neceiTaries  expended  by  them  in  the 
fervice  of  thr  government. 

H.  M00R.K. 
**  Pert  George,  Dec.  8,  1766." 

A  petition  of  Henry  Van  Shaack, 
cf  the  city  of  Albany,  merchant,  wa« 
prcfented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read, 
praying  an  allowance  for  damages  by 
him  fuftained  on  the  6th  of  January 
laft,  by  diforders  occaHoned  by  the 
late  Stamp-afl,  amounting,  as  bythc 
account  annexed  to  the  faid  petition, 
to  the  fum  of  ^^103  u.  dd. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  petition 
and  account  be  referred  to  the  fame 
committee. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  upon 
the  bill,  in  titled,  "  An  Aft  for  pay- 
ing Major  Thomas  James,  the  Lofles 
by  him  fuftained  on  the  ift  of  No- 
vember, 1765,"  and  the  feveral  other 
accounts  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  faid  bill :— after  fome  time  fpent 
therein,  Mr.  Speaker  refumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Bayard  reported  the 

Eroceedings  of  the  committee  to  have 
een  in  manner  following ;  viz. 
"  That  they  had  refolved  to  make 
the  following  allowances,  and  added 
proper  claufes  to  the  faid  bill,  for 
paying  unco  Andrew  Gautier,  for  re- 
pairing the  houfe  of  Samuel  Francis, 
for  damages  done  thereto,  on  the  i  ft 
of  November,    1765,    the    fum   of 

Unto  Jonathan  Mallet,  for  da- 
mages by  him  luftained  on  the  faid 
I  ft  day  of  November,  1765,  the 
fum  of       Cl^  o'-  o*/. 

And    unto    Henry  Van  Shaack, 


of  Albany  for  damages  by  lum  fuf- 
tained  on  the  6th  day  of  January, 
1766,  the  fttm  of    -    jC*03  "•  ^''* 

"  That  a  letter  from  his  Honor  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  to  Mr.  Speaker, 
of  the  I  ft  inftant,  demanding  pajr- 
ment  for  arrears  of  falary,  due  to  mMl 
from  the  1  ft  of  Septe^nber  to  the  1 3^1 
of  November,  1765,  alfo  for  datbaftds 
by  him  fuftained  on  the  ift  of  No- 
vember, 1765,  was  then  read,  and 
the  fame  being  maturely  confidered, 
the  committee  came  to  the  following 
refblutions  thereon ;  viz. 

'*  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  the  iofs 
fuftained  by  Lieutenant  •  Governor 
Colden,  on  the  iftday  of  November, 
1765,  was  occafioned  by  his  own  mif. 
condu£t,  and  that  therefore  no  pro- 
vifion  ought  to  be  made  for  paying 
him  the  fame. 

'  •  "  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  that  part  of 
the  Lieutenant  Governor's  letter  re- 
lating to  the  arrears  of  falary  due  to 
him,  be  referred  to  the  confideration 
of  the  committee  to  whom  hit  Ex- 
cellency's fpeech  is  committed. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  mefTage  of 
his  Excellency  the  Governor,  relating 
to  the  repairs  done  to  the  houfe  in 
the  Fort,  with  the  accounts  accom- 
panying the  fame,  be  referred  to  the 
confideration  of  the  committee  to 
whom  his  Excellency's  fpeech  is  com-r 
mitted." 

Die  Veneris,   9  ha.   A.  M.   the  Xlth 

of  December,   1766. 

The  Houfe  (according  to  order)  re- 
folved itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  upon  the  meflage  of  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  of  the  17th 
of  November  laft,  relating  to  the  pro- 
vifion  required  for  his  Majefty's  troops 
quartered  in  this  colony :— after  fome 
time  fpent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  re- 
fumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Philip  Li- 
vingfton  reported  the  refolution  of  the 
committee  thereon,  which  he  read  in 
X  hi$ 
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his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
it  in  at  the  table,  where  the  fame 
was  again  read,  and  is  as  follows ; 
viz. 

"  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  an  humble 
addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  in  anfwer  to  the  faid 
meffage,  fhewing  that  the  General 
AiTembly  cannot,  confident  with  the 
truift  repofed  in  them  by  their  con- 
ftituent's,  comply  with  the  requifition 
made  by  the  faid  meflage,  and  that 
the  reafons  thereof  be  fet  forth  in  the 
faid  addrefs. 

*'  Refolved,  (Nemine  Contradicente) 
That  the  Houfe  do  agree  with  the 
committee  in  the  faid  refolution." 

The  Houfe  (according  to  order) 
refolved  itfelf  intca  committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  upon  his  Excellency's 
fpeech,  and  the  fever^l  other  papers 
referred  thereto  : — after  fome  time 
fpent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  rcfumcd 
the  chair,  and  Colonel  Seaman,  in 
behalf  of  Mr.  Philip  X-ivingfton,  re- 
ported the  proceeding  of  the  com- 
mittee, which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
table,  where  the  fame  were  agnin 
read  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  and 
are  as  follows  ;  viz. 

"  That  upon  reading  of  the  mef- 
fage from  his  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor, of  the  8th  inftant,  recom- 
mending a  compenfation  to  be  made 
to  the  detachments  of  his  Majefty's 
iSth  and  46th  regiments  that  were 
employed  in  quietiirg  the  diforders 
in  the  counties  of  Duchefs  and  Al- 
bany, Mr.  Juftlcc  Livihgfton  moved, 
that  there  be  allowed  to  each  private 
man  of  the  46th  regiment  the  fiim  of 
twenty  fliillings,  and  to  each  private 
man  of  the  28th  the  fum  of  ten 
ihillliigs,  as  a  graiuitity  for  their 
fervicea  " 

And  a  debate  aiifing,  and  the 
quelUon  being  put  upon  the  faid 
motion,.it  was  carried  in  the  negative, 
in  the  manner  following ;  viz. 


c  u  ^r  E  ^r  T  s. 


For  the  jiffinnati've 
Col.  Livingilon 
Mr.  Cruger 
Mr.  Bayard 
Col.  Philipfe 
Mr.  Holland 
Mr.  de  Lancey 
Mr.    Juftice  Li- 
vingfton  n 

Mr.  Miller       * 


For  tht  Ntgative 
Mr.  Speaker 
Mr.  KilTam 
Mr.  Boerum 
Mr.  Schenk 
Mr.  Thomas 
Col.  Haring 
Mr.    Philip    Li- 

vingfton 
Capt.  Seaman 


•m 


^ 


Col.  Seaman. 
[Upon  all  divifions,  the  names  of 
the  gentlemen,  for  and  againji,  are 
entered  upon  the  journals.  J 

Die  Sabbati,  9  ho.  A\  JJ/.  tht  1  ^ih  of 

December,   1766. 

The  engroffed  bill,  intituled,  "  An 
Aft  for  paying  the  Salaries  and  Ser- 
vices of  the  feveral  Officers  of  the 
Government,  from  the  ill  Day  of 
September,  One  Thoufand  Seven 
Hundred  and  Sixty-Six,  to  the  ift 
Day  of  September,  One  Thoufand 
Seven  Hundred  and  Sixty-Seven,  in* 
clufive,  and  other  Services  therein- 
mentioned,"  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Refolved,  That  the-bill  do  pafs. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cruger  and 
Mr.  Bayard  do  carry  the  bill  to  the 
Council,  and  defire  their  concurrence 
thereto. 

A  petition  of  Jacob  Dyckman, 
junior,  Benjamin  Palmer,  and  John 
Vermillie,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
and  read,  praying  a  reimburfement 
of  the  expencc  they  have  been  at  in 
building  a  free  bridge  over  Harlem 
River,  riigh  King's  Bridge. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  petition  he 
referred  to  the  conlideration  of  the 
committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of 
Col.  Philipfe  is  committed. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  upon 
the  faid  memorial  and  petition  :— 
after  fome  time  fpent  therein,  Mr» 
Speaker  relumed  the  chair,  and  Mr, 
Kid'am  reported  the  refolution  of  the 
committee,    which  he  read    in    his 
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•phce,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  table,  and  is  as  follows ;  viz. 

*'  Refolved,  That  it^is  the  ojpini>-,i\ 
of  this  committee,  tKat  the  furthe. 
confideration  of  the  faid  memorial  and 
petition  be  poftponed  until  the  fecond 
Tuelday  next,  after  the  firft  meeting 
of  this  Houfe,  after  the  ill  day  of 
May  next." 

And  the  faid  refol'Uion  being  again 
read, 

"  Refolved,  That  the  Houfe  do 
agree  with  the  committee  in  the  faid 
refolution." 

Pie  Luna,    3  ho.  P.  M.  the  ii^tb  of 

December,    1766. 

The  engrofTed  addrefs  to  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor  was  read,  and 
approved  of  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker  fign 
the  faid  addrefs  in   behalf  of   the 
Houfe,    which  is  in   the  following 
words ;  viz. 
To   his   Excellency    Sir  Henry   Moors, 

Bart.  Captain-General  and  Governor 

in  Chief  in  and  O'ver  the  Colony  of 

Ne^!-Tdrk,    and  the  Territories  de. 

pending  thereon  in  America,    Chan- 
.  cellar,  and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  fame. 
The  Humble  Addrefs  of  the  (general  Af- 
femhly  of  the  faid  Colony. 
May  it  pleafeyour  Excellency, 

We  his  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and 
loyal  fubjefts  the  General  Afiembly  of 
the  Colony  of  New- York,  have  taken 
your  Excellency's  meflage  of  the  17  th 
of  November  lafl  into  our  mofl  ferious 
confideration,  and  beg  leave  to  afiure 
your  Excellency,  that  nothing  would 
give  us  greater  pleafure,  than  to  find 
it  in  our  power  to  comply  with  every 
requifition  tending  in  any  m-anner  to 
promote  his  Majefty's  fervice.  It  is, 
therefore,  with  great  concern,  that 
we  find  it  impoflible  to  comply  with 
what  is  now  demanded,  confiftent 
with  our  obligations  to  our  confti- 
tuents.  Wc  Ihall  always  be  ready  to 
give  the  ampleft  teftimonies  of  our 
loyalty  to  his  Majefty,  and  fubmiflion 
to  his  government,  from  which  we 
humbly  conceive  we  do  not  deviate. 
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when  we  Ihe*  a  regard  to  the  in, 
terefts  of  his  faithful  fubjeas  in .  this 
Colony,  abfplutely  nccelTary  to  their 
prefervation. 

We  hope  it  will  be  confidered,  that 
we  are  chol'en  to  make  fuch  a  pro- 
vifion  for  the  fupport  of  his  Majefty's 
government  in  this  Colony  (as  well 
as  for  other  important  purpofes)  as  is 
moft  fuitable  to  the  circumftances  of 
the  people  wte  reprefent,  and  that  we 
fhould  be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  that 
moft  facied  truft,  if  we  fhould  load 
them  with  burthens  we  are  incapable 
of  fupporting. 

In  the  provifion  we  made  laft  fef- 
fion  for  quartering  two  battalions  and 
one  company  of  artillery,  we  loaded 
ourfelves  with  a  burthen  much  greater 
than  any  of  the  neighbouring  govern- 
ments lie  uiiuer  for  that  fervice,  and 
imagined,  that  far  from  being  cen- 
fured  on  that  account,  it  would  be 
accepted  as  a  new  inftancfe  of  that 
loyalty  and  affection  to  his  Majefty's 
government,  of  which  this  Colony 
has  exhibited  fo  many  proofs. 

We  beg  leave  further  to  reprefent 
to  your  Excellency,  that  by  the  aft 
of  parliament  it  appears  to  be  the 
intention  of  the  legillature  to  provide 
for  the  quartering  foldiers  only  on  a 
march,  but  according  to  the  con- 
ftruftion  put  on  it  here,  it  required 
that  all  the  forces  wliich  (hali  at  any 
time  enter  this  Colony,  ftiall  be  quar- 
tered during  the  whole  year  in  a  very 
unufual  and  expcnfivc  manner.  That 
by  the  marching  feveral  regiments 
into  this  Colony,  this  expence  would 
become  ruinous  and  infupportable. 
And,  therefore,  we  cannot,  confiftent 
with  our  duty  to  our  conftituents,  put 
it  in  the  power  of  any  perfon  (what- 
foever  confidence  wc  may  have  in  his 
prudence  and  integrity)  to  lay  fuch  a 
burthen  on  them. 

We  Ihould  be  very  forry  to  differ 
from  your  Excellency  on  this  or  any 
other  political  fubjeft,  and  therefore 
it  is  proper  to  offer  thefe  matters  to 
yoiir  confideration,  in  hopes  that  they 
v/ill  be  fufficient  to  demonftrate,  that 
•      X  2  .^» 
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the  objeAions  againft  making  the  pro- 
vision required,  are  of  a  nature  the 
moft  reriout  and  weighty  imaginable. 
And,  therefore,  we  humbly  intreat 
your  Excellency  to  fet  our  conduA  in 
the  moft  favourable,  that  is  in  ita  true 
light,  by  reprcfenting  that  our  non- 
compliance on  this  occafic  proceeds 
entirely  from  a  jull  fenfe  ot  what  our 
duty  requires.  By  order  of  the  Ge- 
.neral  Aflembly. 

W.  NicoLL,  Speaker. 
jf^milj-Chamhr,  Dee.  15,  1766. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  addrefs  be 
prefented  to  his  Excellency  by  the 
whole  Houfe. 
J)ii  yoKiis,  9  ho.  A.  M,   the  1 8/^  tf 

December,   1766. 

Mr.  Speaker  reported,  that  the 
Moufe  had  attended  his  Excellency 
the  Governor  with  their  humble  ad- 
drefs, according  to  his  appointment, 
and  that  his  Excellency  had  been 
p!eafed  to  return  the  following  anfwer 
thereto ;  viz. 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  AJJemhlj, 

It  is  with  no  fmall  concern,  that  I 
find  the  (entiments  of  this  Houfe  dif- 
fering fo  much  from  mine,  in  regard 
to  thfe  fubjeft  matter  of  the  addrefs 
now  prefented  to  me,  which  ftiall  by 
the  firft  opportunity  be  tranfmitted  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  in  order  to  be 
laid  before  his  Majefty." 
Die  Veneris,  9  ho.   A.  M.  the  I9//6  of 

December,    1766. 

A  meffage  from  his  Excellency  the 
Governor,  by  Mr.  Banyar,  Deputy- 
Secretary. 

Mr.  Speaker,  His  Excelleiicy  the 
Governor  requires  the  immediate  at- 
tendance of  this  Houfe  in  the  Council 
Chamber,  at  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Matthew  Erneft. 

Mr.  Speaker  left  the  chair,  and 
with  the  Houfe  attended  accordingly, 
where  his  Excellency,  in  the  prefence 
of  the  Council,  was  pleafed  to  give 
his  afleht  to  twenty  afts  paffed  this 
felTion. 

And  after  the  fame  was  publilhed 
in  the  ufual  manner,  his  Excellency 


was  pleafed  to  prorogue  the  General 
AfFembly  till  Tuefday  the  loth  day 
of  March,  1767. 

In  page  5,  it  is  noticed  that  the 
Airemblies  of  MaiTuc'hufett's  Bay  and 
New- York,  petitioned  in  i764againll 
the  refolution  to  charge  ftamp-duties; 
in  America  ;  aiul  that  thefe  petitions 
were  fupprefleil.  ^^^fPriorDocumcuts, 

/•  5»  fi'^fi  column.) 

[The  Editor  having  been  favoured 
with  copies  of  thefe  Petitions,  infens 
them  as  foon  as  poITible.] 
Copy  of  an  Addrefi  to  the  King,  from 

the  Council  and  Houfe  of  liurgejfes  of 

the  Province  of  Virginia 
To  thi  King's  Moji  Excellent  Majefty. 
Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

We  your  Majefty's  dutiful  and  loyal 
fubjefts,  the  Council  and  Burgefles  of 
your  ancient  colony  and  dominion  of 
Virginia,  now  met  in  Creneral  Af- 
fembly,  beg  leave  to  affure  your  Ma- 
jefty of  our  firm  and  inviolable  attach- 
ment to  your  facred  perfon  and  go- 
vernment :  And  as  your  faithful  fub- 
jefts  here  have  at  all  times  been  zea- 
lous to  demonftrate  this  truth,  by  a 
ready  compliance  with  the  royal  re- 
quifitions  during  the  late  war,  by 
which  a  heavy  and  oppreflive  debt  of 
near  half  a  million  hath  been  in- 
curred ;  fo  at  this  time  they  implore 
permiflion  to  approach  the  throne  with 
humble  confiaeuce,  and  to  entreat 
that  your  Majefty  will  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  proteft  your  people  of  this 
Colony  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  an- 
cient and  ineftimable  right  of  being 
governed  by  fuch  laws,  refpedling 
thtir  internal  polity  and  taxation,  as 
are  derived  from  their  own  confent, 
with  the  approbation  of  their  fovereign 
or  his  fubftitute: — aright,  which  as 
men  and  the  defcendants  of  Britons, 
thev  have  ever  quietly  poffefled,  fmco 
firft  by  royal  permiflion  and  encou- 
ragement they  left  the  mother  king- 
dom to  extend  its  conin:crce  and  do- 
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Year  Majefly's  dutiful  fubjeQi  of 
Virginia  moft  humbly  and  unanj- 
mouAy  hope,  that  this  invaluable 
birth-right,  defcended  to  them  from 
their  anccftors,  and  in  which  they 
have  been  prote£led  by  your  royal 
predeceflbrs,  will  not  be  fuffered  to 
receive  injury  under  the  reign  of  your 
facrcd  Majefty,  already  fo  illuftrioufly 
diftinguifhed  by  your  gracious  at- 
tention to  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

That  your  Majefty  may  long  live 
to  make  nations  happy,  is  the  ardent 
prayer  of  your  faithful   fubjefts  the 
Council  and  Burgcffes  of  Virginia. 
To    the   Right   Honourable   the    Lords 

Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in  Parlia- 
ment ajfembled. 
The  Memorial  of  the  Council  and  Bur- 

geffei  of  Virginia,  notx)  met  in  General 

JJftmbh, 
Humhly  Reprefents, 

That  your  Memorialifts  hope  an 
applicatiofi  to  your  Lordfhips,  the 
fixed  and  hereditary  guardi.ins  of 
Britifh  liberty,  will  not  be  thought 
improper  at  this  time,  when  meafures 
are  propofed  fubverfiye,  as  they  con- 
ceive, of  that  freedom  which  all  men, 
efpecially  thofe  who  derive  their  con- 
llitution  from  Britain,  have  a  right 
to  enjoy  :  and  they  flatter  themfelves 
that  your  Lord(hips  will  not  look  upon 
them  as  objefts  fo  unworthy  your  at- 
tention, as  to  regard  any  impropriety 
in  the  form  or  manner  of  their  appli- 
cation, for  your  Lordihip's  proteftion 
of  their  juft  and  undoubted  rights  as 
Britons. 

It  cannot  be  prefumption  in  your 
memorialills,  to  call  themfelves  by 
fhis  diftinguiflied  name,  ffhce  they  are 
defcended  from  Britons,  who  left  their 
native  country  to  extend  it's  territory 
and  dominion,  and  who  happily  for 
Britain,  and,  as  your  Memorialills 
once  thought  for  themfelves  too,  ef- 
fefted  this  purpofe.  As  our  anccftors 
brought  with  them  every  right  and 
privilege  they  could  with  juftice  claim, 
in  their  mother  kingdom,  their  de- 
fccndanti  may  conclude  they  cannot 
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be  deprived  of  thofo  rights  without 
injuftice. 

Your  Meniorialifts  conceive  It  to  b6 
a  fundamental  principle  of  the  Britifli 
conftitution,  without  which  fVeedom 
can  no  where  exift ;  that  the  people 
are  not  fuhje^  to  anv  taxes,  but  fuch 
as  are  laid  on  them  oy  their  own  con- 
fent,  or  by  thofe  who  are  legally  ap> 
pointed  to  rcprefcnt  them  :  Property 
muft  become  too  precarious  for  the  ge- 
nius of  a  free  people,  which  can  be 
taken  from  them  at  the  will  of  others, 
who  cannot  know  what  taxeS  fuch  peo- 
ple can  bear,  or  thfe  eafieft  mode  of 
rai/ing  them  ;  and  who  are  not  under 
that  reftraint,  which  is  the  greateft  fe- 
curity  againft  a  burthenfome  taxation^ 
when  the  rcprefentatives  themfelves 
muft  be  affefled  by  every  tax  impoli;d 
on  the  people. 

Your  Memorialifts  are  therefore  led 
into  an  humble  confidence,  that  your 
lordlhips  will  not  think  any  reafon  fuf- 
ficient  to  fupport  luch  a  power  in  the 
Britifti  parliament,  where  the  colonies 
cannot  be  reprefented;  a  power  never 
before  conftitutionally  alTumed,  atid 
which  if  they  have  a  right  to  exercife 
on  any  occafion,  muft  neceftarily  efta- 
blilh  this  melancholy  truth.  That  the 
inhabitants  of  the  colonies  are  the 
flaves  of  Britons,  from  whom  they 
are  defcended,  and  from  whom  they 
might  expcft  every  indulgence,  that 
the  obligations  of  intereft  and  afiedtion 
can  entitle  them  to. 

Your  Memorialifts  have  been  in.. 
vdted  with  the  right  of  taxing  their 
own  people,  from  the  firft  eftablifli* 
ment  of  a  regular  government  in  the 
colony ;  and  rcquifitions  have  been 
conftantly  made  to  them  by  their  So- 
vereigns, on  all  occafions,  when  the 
afliftance  of  the  colony  was  thought 
neceffary,  to  preferve  the  Britifli  m- 
tereft  in  America,  from  whence  they 
muft  conclude  they  cannot  now  be  de- 
prived of  a  right  they  have  fo  long, 
enjoyed,  and  »vhich  they  have  never 
forfeited. 

The  expences  incurred  during  the 
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|aft  war,  in  comeliancfl  with  the  de- 
mands on  this  colony,  by  our  late  and 
prffcDt  moll  cracious  Sovereigas,  l^ivt 
involved  us  in  a  debt  of  near  half  a 
million  :  a  debt  not  likely  to  decreafe 
under  the  continued  expence  wc  are  at 
in  providing  for  the  fecurity  of  the 

})eople  againft  the  incuriions  of  our 
avage  neighbours,  at  a  time  when 
the  low  ftatc  of  our  flapic  commodity, 
the  total  want  of  fpecii.',  and  the  late 
leflrif^ions  upon  tlic  trade  of  the  Co- 
nnies, render  the  ciicum fiances  of  the 
f  eople  extremely  didrefsful,  and  which, 
if  taxes  are  accumuhted  upon  them  by 
the  Britlih  Parliament,  will  make  theni 
ia\i\y  deplorable. 

Your  Memorialifts  cannot  fuggcft  to 
therofelves  any  reafon  why  they  fliould 
not  lUll  be  trufted  with  tiie  property  of 
their  people,  with  whofe  abilities,  and 
the  Icail  Durthenfome  mode  of  taxing, 
(with  great  deference  to  the  Aipcrior 
wiidom  of  Parliament)  they  niull  be 
bell  acquainted. 

Your  Memorialifts  hope  they  Ihall 
xfif  be  fulpefled  of  being  actuated  on 
i*^  to .  occafion  by  any  principles  but 
thole  of  the  pureft  loyalty  and  af- 
fecUon,  a»  they  always  endeavoured, 
by  their  condud,  to  demon  Urate  that 
they  conlider  their  conneflions  with 
Gieat-Britain,  the  feat  of  Liberty,  as 
tiieir  g^eateil  happinefs. 

The  duty  they  owe  to  themfclves 
and  their  pollerity,  lays  your  Memo- 
lialifts  under  the  neceflity  of  eiidea- 
Tounng  to  ellablilh  their  conflitution 
■pon  Its  proper  foundation.  And 
tlwy  do  moll  liumbly  pray  your  Lord- 
flips  to  take  this  fubjefl  into  your 
confideraticn,  with  the  attention  that 
is  due  to  the  well-being  of  the  co- 
lonies, on  which  the  profperity  of 
Great  Britain  does  in  a  great  meafure 
depend. 

It*  the  Right  Hgrnttrable  the  Knights,. 
Cit:xeps,    and  Burgejfet   of  Gnat- 
Britain,  in  Parliament  aJJ'embled. 
The  Re/ncnjlrance   of  the   Council  and 
Burgrffis  of  Virginia.     ^ 
It  appearing  by  the  printed  votes 
©f  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Great- 
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Britain  in  parliament  aflemblcd,  thati 
in  a  committee  uf  the  whole  Houfe 
the  17th  day  of  March  lall,  it  wa^ 
refolved,  I'hat  towards  defending, 
protcLing  and  fecuring  the  Britilh 
colonies  and  plantations  in  America, 
it  may  be  proper  to  charge  certain 
fiamp  diuitr:  in  the  faid  colonies  hnd 

Elantatiohi ;  and  it  being  apprc- 
. ended  that  the  fame  fubjcd  which 
was  then  declined,  may  be  reCumeJ 
(ind  further  purfued  in  a  fucjecding 
feflion,  the*  Council  iind  Bu^gelies  of 
Virginia  met  in  General  Ailembly, 
judge  it  their  indifpcnfable  duty  in  a 
refpeAful  manner,  but  with  decent 
firmnefs,  to  rcmontlrate  againd  I'uch 
a  meafure ;  that  at  lead  a  ceflion  of 
thofe  rights,  which  in  their  opinion 
muil  be  infringed  by  that  pro- 
cedure, may  not  be  inferred  irom 
theif  filence  at  fu  important  a 
crilis, 

They  conceive  it  is  eflTential  to  Bri- 
tilh liberty  tliat  laws  impofing  taxes 
on  the  people  ought  not  to  bu  made 
without  the  confcnt  of  reprefentatives 
chofen  by  themfelves ;  who,  at  the 
fume  time  that  they  are  acquaihtcd 
with  the  circumflances  of  their  conlli- 
tuents,  fullain  a  proportion  of  the 
burthen  laid  on  them.  This  privi- 
lege inherent  in  the  perfons  who  dif- 
covered  and  fettled  thefe  region  , 
could  not  be  renounced,  or  forfeited 
by  their  removal  hither,  not  as  vaga- 
bonds diT^^.  fugitives,  but  licenled  and 
encouraged  by  their  Prince,  and  ani- 
mated with  a  laudable  defire  of  en- 
larging the  ^ritifli  dominion,  and 
extending  its  commerce  ;  on  the  con- 
trary it  was  lecured  to  them  and  their 
dercendants,  with  all  other  rights  and 
immunities  of  Britilh  fubjetiis,  by  a 
royal  charter,  which  hath  been  inva- 
riably recognized  and  conrirmed  by 
His  Majelty  and  his  predeceflbrs  in 
their  commiflions  to  the  feveral  Go- 
vernors, granting  a  power,  and  pre- 
fcribing  a  form  of  legillation  :  accord- 
ing to  which,  laws  for  the  admini- 
ftration  of  jullice,  ^nd  for  the  welfare 
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And  good  government  of  the  colony, 
have  biien  enafted  by  the  Governor, 
Coiuicil  and  General  Aflembl^  ;  and 
to  thcD)  requifitioni  and  applications 
for  fupplies  have  been  diretltd  by  the 
crown.  As  an  inftance  of  the  opi- 
nion which  former  fovci-eigns  enter- 
tainfd  of  thefe  rights  and  privileges, 
we  beg  leave  to  refer  to  three  aAs  of 
the  General  Aflembly,  palled  in  the 
thirty-fecond  year  of  the  reign  of 
King  Charles  the  Second  (one  of 
wiiich  is  intitlcd,  Jfn  ad  for  rai- 
JiHg  a  publick  reiicnue  for  the  btlttr 
fupport  of  tit  govtrtiHient  of  His  Ma- 
jrjly^i  Crlony  of  Virginia,  impofmg 
levcral  duties  for  that  purpofc)  which 
being  thought  abiblutely  neceffary, 
were  prepared  in  £ngiand,  and 
fent  over  by  their  then  Governor,  the 
Lord  Culpepper,  to  be  palled  by  the 
Generd  Affeinbly,  with  a  full  power 
u>  give  the  royal  aflfent  thereto ;  and 
which  w^Tc  accoidingly  paflcd  after 
fcveral  amendments  were  made  to 
them  here.  Thus  tender  was  His 
'  Majefty  of  the  rights  of  his  American 
fubje£ls :  and  the  remnnflrants  do  not 
difcern  by  what  dilllndion  they  can 
be  deprived  of  that  facred  birthright 
and  mod  valuable  inheritance,  by 
their  follow-fubjefts ;  nor  with  what 
propriety  they  can  be  taxed  or  affedled 
in  their  eftates  by  the  parliament, 
wherein  they  are  not,  and  indeed 
cannot,  conAitutionally  be  reprc- 
fcnted. 

And  if  it  were  proper  for  the  par- 
liament to  impofe  taxes  on  the  colo- 
nics at  all,  which  the  rcmonftrants 
take  leave  to  think  would  be  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  the  conftitution,  the  exercife 
of  that  power  at  this  time  would  be 
ruinous  to  Virginia,  who  exerted  her- 
felf  in  the  late  war  it  is  feared  beyond 
her  ftrength ;  infomuch  that  to  re- 
deem the  money  granted  for  that  exi- 
gence, her  people  are  taxed  for  fe- 
veral  years  to  come :  this,  with  the 
large  expences  incurred  for  defending 
the  frontiers  againfl:  the  reillefs  In- 
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dtans,  who  We  iofelled  her  as  much 
fince  the  peace  as  before,  it  (o  grie- 
vous that  an  increafe  of  the  burthen 
will  be  intolerable;  efpectally  ai  the 
people  are  very  greatly  dittrcfTed  al- 
ready from  the  fc  ircity  of  circulating 
caih  amongft  them,  and  from  the  lit- 
tie  value  M  their  ftaple  at  the  Briti^ 
markets. 

And  it  i«  prefumed,  that  adding  to 
that  load  which  the  colony  now  la- 
bours under,  will  not  be  more  o{>. 
preflive  to  her  people  than  deftruftive 
of  the  intereft  of  Great-Britain  :  for 
the  plantation  trade,  confined  as  it  is 
to  the  mother-countcy,  haih  been  a 
principal  means  of  multiplying  and 
inriching  her  inhabitants ;  and  if  not 
too  much  difcouraged,  may  prove  an 
inexhauftible  fource  of  treafure  to.th« 
nation.  For  fatisfaflion  in  this  point, 
let  the  prefent  ftate  of  ^he  Britilh 
fleet  and  trade  be  comparod  with 
what  they  were  before  the  fettlemenc 
of  the  colonies ;  and  let  it  be  conft- 
dered,  that  whilft  property  in  land 
may  be  acquired  on  very  eafy  terms, 
in  the  vail  uncultivated  territory  of 
North  An-.snca,  the  colonifts  will  be 
moftly,  if  not  wholly  employed  in 
agriculture ;  whereby  the  exportatiou 
of  their  ojmmodities  to  Great-Britain*  ' 
and  the  confumpiion  of  their  manu- 
faflures  fupplied  from  thence,  will 
be  daily  increaling.  But  this  mofl: 
defirable  conneftion  between  Greatv 
Britain  and  her  colonies,  fupported 
by  fuch  an  happy  intercourfe  of  reci- 
procal benefits  as  is  continually  ad- 
vancing the  profperity  of  both,  mull 
be  interrupted,  if  the  people  of  the 
latter,  reduced  to  extreme  poverty, 
Ihould  be  compelled  to  manufadlure 
thole  articles  they  have  been  hitherto 
furniftied  with  from  the  former.         , 

From  thefe  confiderations  it  is  hop- 
ed that  the  Honourable  Houfe  of 
Commons  will  not  frofecute  a  mea? 
fure,  which  thofe  who  may  fuffer  it 
cannot  but  look  u^on  as  fitter  fcr 
exiles  driven  from  tlfcir  native  coun* 
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try  after  ignominioufly  forfeiting  her 
ikvours  and  proteftion,  than  for  the 
|)ofterity  of  Britons,  who  have  at  all 
times  been  forward  to  demonflrate  all 
due  reverence  to  the  mother-kingdom^ 
and  are  fo  Inftrumehtal  in  promoting 
ker  glory  and  felicity  }  and  that  Bri- 
tifti  patriots  will  never  ccnfent  to  the 
exercife  of  anti-conilitutional  power ; 
which  even  in  this  remote  corner 
pay  be  dangerous  in  its  example  tb 
the  interior  parts  of  ihe  Britilh  em- 
pire, and  will  certainly  be  d-.trimcn- 
tal  to  its  commerce. 
f'o   the    Honourable   the    Commons  of 

Great-Britain  in  Parliament  ajfem- 

hleJ. 
^he  Petition  of  the  Council  and  Houfe 

^  "Reprejenialinjcs  of  his  Majejifs 

Prwince  ofMaJfachufets-Boj^t 
Moft  humbly  fhtivetht 

That  the  aft  parted  in  the  laft  fef- 
ficn  of  parliament  entitled.  An  aS 
vranting  certain  duties  in  the  Britifh  co- 
lonies and  plantations  in  America,  tsff . 
l^luft  neceffarily  bring  many  burdens 
OP  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  colonies 
and  plantations,  which  your  peti- 
tioners conceive,  would  not  have  been 
impofed,  if  a  full  reprefentation  of 
the  ftate  of  the  colonies  had  been 
made  to  this  honourable  houfe. 

That  the  duties  laid  upon  foreign 
fuears  and  molaffes  by  a  former  act 
Qf  parliament,  entitled.  An  aa  for 
the  better  fecuring  and  encouraging  the 
trade  of  his  Majefifs  fugar  colonies  in 
America:  iftheadthad  been  execu- 
ted with  rigor,  muft  have  had  the 
fffeft  of  an  abfolute  prohibition. 

That  the  duties  laid  on  thofe  arti- 
cles by  the  prefent  aft  Hill  remain 
fo  great,  ihat,  however  otherwife  in- 
tended, they  muft  undoubtedly  have 
the  fame  efFeft. 

That  the  importation  of  foreign 
molaffes  into  thi|S  province  in  particu- 
lar, is  of  the  greateft  importance, 
and  a  prohibition  will  be  prejudicial 
to  many  branches  of  its  trade,  and 
V'ill  leflen  the  confumption  of  the 
msnufaftures  of  Great-Britain. 


That  thi;  importance  does  not  arift 
merely  nor  principally  from  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  foreign  molaffes,  in  order 
to  its  being  confutned  or  diftilled 
within  this  province. 

That  if  the  trade  for  many  year* 
carried  on  for  foreign  molaffes  can 
no  longer  be  continued,  a  vent  cannot 
be  foand  for  more  than  one  half  the 
fifli  of  inferiol-  qurlity,  which  i^ 
caught  and  cured  by  the  inhabitants 
of  this  province ;  the  French  permit- 
ting no  fifli  to  be  carried  by  foreign- 
ers to  any  of  their  iflands,  linlefs  it 
be  bartered  or  exchanged  for  mo- 
laffes. 

That  if  there  be  no  fale  of  filh  of 
inferior  quality,  it  will  be  impoffible 
to  continue  the  fifliery  ;  the  filh  nfual- 
ly  fent  to  Europe  will  then  coft  fo 
dear,  that  the  .French  will  be  able  to 
underfell  the  Englifh  at  all  the  Euro- 
pean markets,  and  by  this  means  one 
of  the  moft  valuable  returns  to  Great- 
Britain  will  be  utterly  loft,  and  that 
great  nurfery  of  feamen  deftroyed. 

That  the  reftraints  laid  upon  the 
exportation  of  timber,  boards,  ftaves, 
and  other  lumber  from  the  colonies 
to  Ireland  and  other  parts  of  Europe, 
except  Great-Britain,  muft  greatly 
affeft  the  trade  of  this  province,  and 
difcOurage  the  clearing  and  improv- 
ing the  lands  which  are  yet  unculti- 
vated. 

That  the  powers  given  by  the  late 
aft  to  the  court  of  vice-admiralty  con- 
ftituted  over  all  America,  are  fo  ex- 
preffed,  as  to  leave  it  doubtful,  whe- 
ther goods  felzed  for  illicit  importa- 
tion in  any  of  the  colonies,  may  not 
be  removed  to  any  other  colony  where 
the  judgo  may  refide,  although  at 
many  hundred  miles  diftance  from  the 
place  of  feizure. 

That,  if  this  conftruftion  fhould  be 
admitted,  many  perfons,  however  le- 
gally their  goods  may  have  been  im- 
ported, muft  lofe  their  property, 
merely  from  an  inability  of  following 
after  it,  and  making  that  defence 
which  they  might  do,  if  the  trial  had 
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been  in  the  colony  where  the  goods 
were  feized;  that  this  conftruftion 
would  be  fo  much  the  more  grievous, 
feeing  that  in  America,  the  officers 
by  this  a£l  are  indemnified  in  cafe  of 
feizure,  whenfoever  the  judge  of  ad- 
miralty ftiall  certify  that  there  was 
probable  c.iufe ;  and  the  claimant  can 
neither  have  coils,  nor  maintain  an 
adtion  againfi  the  pc/fons  feizing,  how 
much  loever  he  may  have  expended 
in  defence  of  his  property. 

That  the  extenfion  of  the  powers 
of  courts  of  vice-admiralty,  have,  fo 
far  as  the  jurifdiflion  of  the  faid  courts 
have  been  extended,  deprived  the  co- 
lonies of  one  of  the  molt  valuable  of 
£ngli(h  liberties,  trials  by  juries. 

That  every  adl  of  parliament, 
which  in  this  refpeft  diftinguifhes  his 
Majefty's  fubjedts  in  the  colonies, 
from  their  fellow-lubjefls  in  Great- 
Britain,  mud  create  a  very  fenflble 
(:oncern  and  grief. 

That  there  have  been  communica- 
ted to  your  petitioners  fundry  refolo- 
tions  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in 
their  lalt  fefllon,  for  impofmg  (lamp 
duties  or  taxes  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  the  colonies,  coniideration  whereof 
was  referred  to  the  next  feffion. 

That  your  petitioners  acknow- 
ledge with  all  gratitude,  the  tender- 
nefs  of  the  legiflature  of  Great-Bri- 
tain, of  the  liberties  and  privileges  of 
the  fubjedls  in  the  colonies,  who  have 
always  judged  by  their  reprefenta- 
tives,  both  of  the  way  and  manner 
in  which  internal  taxes  fhould  be  rai- 
fed  within  the  refpeftive  govern- 
ments. 

That  they  humbly  hope  the  colo- 
'  nies  in  general  have  fo  demeaned 
jthemfelves,  more  efpecially  during 
the  late  war,  as  ftill  to  deferve  the 
continuance  of  all  thofe  liberties  and 
privileges  which  they  have  hitherto 
enjoyed. 

That  although  during  the  war  the 
taxei  upon  th?  colonies  were  greater 
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than  thej^lhave  been  fince  the  conclu> 
fion  of  it,  yet  the  fources  by  which 
the  inhabitants  were  enabled  to  pay 
their  taxes  having  ceafed,  and  their 
trade  being  decayed,  they  are  not  fo 
able  to  pay  the  taxes  they  are  fub- 
jefted  to  in  time  of  peace,  as  they 
were  the  greater  taxes  in  time  of 
war. 

That  one  principal  difficulty  which 
has  ever  attended  the  trade  of  the  co- 
lonies proceeds  from  the  fcarcity  of 
money,  which  fcarcity  is  caufed  by 
the  balance  of  trade  with  Great-Bri- 
tain, which  has  been  continually  a- 
gainft  the  colonies. 

That  the  drawing  fums  of  money 
from  the  colonies  from  time  to  time, 
muft  diftrefs  the  trade  to  that  degree, 
that  eventually  Great-Britain  muil 
lofe  more  by  the  diminution  of  the 
confumption  of  her  manufactures, 
than  all  the  fums  which  it  is  poffible 
for  the  colonies  thus  to  pay  can  coun- 
tervail. 

That  they  humbly  conceive,  if  th« 
taxes  which  the  inhabitants  of  this 
province  are  obliged  annually  to  pay 
towards  the  fupport  of  the  internal 
government,  the  reftraint  they  are 
under  in  their  trade,  for  the  benefic 
of  Great- Britain,  and  the  confump- 
tion thereby  occaiioned  of  Britifh  ma- 
nufadtures  be  all  confidered,  and  havQ 
their  due  weight,  it  muft  appear, 
that  the  fubjeds  in  this  province,  are 
as  fully  burthened  as  their  fellow- 
fubjedts  in  Britain,  and  that  they  are, 
whilfl:  in  America,  more  beneficial 
to  the  nation  than  they  could  be  if 
they  fhould  be  removed  to  Britain, 
and  there  held  to  a  full  proportion  of 
the  national  taxes  and  duties  of  every 
kind. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  moft 
humbly  pray,  that  thiey  may  be  reliev- 
ed from  the  burdens,  which  they  have 
humbly  reprefented  to  have  been 
brought  upon  them  by  the  late  aft  of 
parliament,  as  to  the  wifdom  of  the 
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honourable  hoofe  ihall  feem  meet; 
Cfaat  the  privileges  of  the  colonies,  re- 
lative to  their  internal  taxes,  which 
they  have  fo  long  enjoyed,  may  ftill 
be  continued  to  them,  or  that  the 
confideration  of  {bch  taxes  upon  the 
(colonies  may  be  referred  until  your 
petitioners,  in  conjunftion  with  the 
other  governments,  can  have  oppor- 
tunity to  make  a  more  full  repreienta- 
tion  of  the  ftate  and  condition  of  the 
colonies,  and  the  intereft  of  Great- 
Britain  with  regard  to  them., 
■  •#*  The  Petitions  and  Reprefentationt 
from  New-Tork,  Rhode- JJland,  i^c.  art 
*Q  the  fame  effeS, 

OnFridaythe  15th  of  May,  1767, 
Mr.  Fuller  having  reported  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  from  the  com> 
inittee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  whom 
it  was  referred,  to  confider  of  the 
feveral  papers  which  had  been  pre- 
fented  to  the  houfe  this  feflion  of  par- 
liament, relating  to  the  North  Ame- 
rican colonies — feveral  refolutions, 
importing.  That  it  appeared  to  the 
committee,  that  the  Houfe  of  Re- 
prefentatives  of  his  Majefty's  province 
of^New-York,  have,  in  direft  difobe- 
dtence  of  the  authority  iA  the  legifia- 
tore  of  Great-Britain,  refufed  to  make 
provifion  for  fupplying  with  necefla- 
ries  his,  Majefty's  troops,  in  fuch 
manner  as  it  required  by  an  a£t  of 
parliament,  made  in  the  5  th  year  of 
his  Majefty's  reign,  intituled,  *  Aa 

*  a£t  to  amend  and  render  more  ef- 

*  fedual,  in  his  Majefty's  dominions 
'  in  America,  an  a£l  pafted  in  this  pre- 

*  fent  fcffions  of  parliment,  entitled, 
«  An  afl-  for  punifhing  mutiny  and 
'  defertion,  and  for  the  better  pay- 

*  ment  of  the  army  and  their  quar- 
•.  ters.' 

Alfo  that  it  appeared  to  the  com- 
anittee,  that  aa  aA  of  aflembly  hath 
been  oafled  in  the  faid  province,  for 
fumilninf  die  barracks  in  the  cities 
•f  JNew-r«K^aad  Alban^i  with  &i:«« 


wood  and  candles,  and  other  tiecefTa* 
ries  therein  mentioned,  for  his  Ma- 
jefty's forces,  inconfiftent  with  thd 
provifions,  and  in  oppofition  to  the 
directions  of  tbs  faid  afl  of  parlia- . 
ment. 

Alfo,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  that  until  provifion  ihali 
havQ  been  made  by  the  faid  Aflembly^ 
for  fumiftiing.  the  King's  troops,  with 
all  the  neceffaries  required  by  the  faid 
a£t  of  parliament,  the  governor,  coun- 
cil, and  aflembly,  be  refpedlively  re-^ 
ftrained  and  prohibited  from  palCng 
or  affcnting  to  any  aft  of  Aflembly^ 
for  any  other  purpofe  whatever;— 
and  in  confequence  of  thefe  refolu- 
tions, a  bill  was  brought  in>  and 
pafted. 

In  the  debate  on  this  bill  Gov* 
Pownall  faid,  Are  >  ou  determined  from 
hence  to  direft  and  regulate  the  quar^ 
tering  of  the  King's  troops  in  North 
America  ? — Do  it  in  a  way  that  bring* 
it  home  to  the  executive  power  there, 
to  carry  your  dire£Uuns  and  regula-' 
tlons  into  execution ;  explain  and 
amend  your  a£t :  jiake  it  practicable  % 
make  it  effective ;  and  then  you  may 
fairly  decide  whether  they  deny  your 
fovereignty  or  not.  You  will  find 
they  do  hot.  If  you  think  your  way 
of  milking  an  adequate  and  certain 
proviJion  for  the  charge  of  this  fervicc, 
IS  hy  the  parliament' s  impojing  a  tan 
upon  the  people  for  that  purpofe; 
and  that  you  have  power,  and  it  i^ 
advifeable  to  exert  that  power,  to  ef« 
feCluate  fuch  fupply,  by  luch  tax,  yoij 
need  not  heiitate  to  avow  it  openly 
and  direCUy :  for  the  peo[^e  of  th« 
colonies,  from  one  end  of  the  conti- 
nent to  the  other,  do  invariably  con-^ 
fider  the  claufe  in  the  adl  of  parlia- 
ment, directing  hvw  that  charge  ihall 
be  fupplied,  as  an  internal  tax  impofei 
upon  them. -'It  is  from  this  iden,  that 
every  ad  of  obedience,  as  well  as  of 
difobedience  to  your  aCt  of  parlia- 
WSfxtt  auil  be  coaftrued  %ad  explain- 
ed 
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ed^  Thofe.  whom  you  are  willing  to 
linderftand  as  having  obeyed  your 
f  A,  have  contrived  to  do  it  in  a  modi 
which  neither  recogni^s  the  aft  of 
parliament,  nor  fubmits  to  the  tax- 
ation—as fuch.  And  although  you 
reprefent  the  aflembly  of  the  province 
of  New-York  alone,  as  having  revolt- 
ed againft  this  power  — bcUeve  me, 
there  is  not  a  province,  a  lolow/,  or  a 
plantation,  that  nuill  fuhmit  to  a  tax 
thus  impofed,  n\ore  than  New- York 
will.  An  have  Ihewn  their  readinefs 
^  to  execute  this  fervice  of  quartering 
as  an  aft  of  their  own — all  have,  in 
their  zeal  to  provide  for  it,  by  a  grant 
of  thdr  own,  provided  a  fupply  to 
anfwer  the  expence ; — but  not  one 
^ngle  aflembly  has  or  evef  will,  aft 
under  the  powers  and  provifions  of 
ihis  aft,  as  acknowledging,  and,  in 
f:on(equence  thereof  apportioning,  al- 
(efllng,  and"  levying,  the  fupply,  as 
a  tax'  imgofed  by  parliament.  They 
have  either  afted  without  taking  no- 
tice at  all  of  this  aft  of  parliament, 
or  have  contrived  fome  way  or  other 
to  vary  in  fome  pa(tici)lars,  fiilficient 
fo  make  the  execution  and  the  tax  au 
aft  of  their  own.— Try"  the  conduft 
of  every  province  and  colony  through 
by  this  rule,  and  you  will  find  qofhing 
particular  in  the  cafe  of  New- York— 
ponU  fancj  that  you  can  di'vide  thf 
people  upon  this  point,  and  that  you 
peed  only  divide  to  govern— j'ok  tuill 
fy  this  conduS  only  unite  them  the  more 
infcparably — you  will  make' the  cauft 
of  New- York  a  corarapn  caufe  and 
will  call  up  every  other  province  and 
colony  to  Hand  lorth  in  their  j  unifica- 
tion —while  New- York,  learning  from 
the  complexion  of  your  meafure,  how 
to  avoid  or  evade  the  purport  of  your 
enforcing  bill,  will  Jufpend  the  force  oi 
it,  inAead  of  it  fujpending  the  ajfeinhly 
of  that  province,  againll  whom  it  is 
brought  forward. 

The  claufe  in  the  quartering  aft, 
diceftlng  that  the  fupply  for  r^im- 
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biirfing  th&  expence  of  qnarttriag  th« 
troops /&«//  be  raiftdhy  the  refpoftivtt 
ai&mblies  of  the  provinces  or  colo- 
n^s— which  is  by  all  the  people  of 
America,  confidered  as  (and  is  indeed) 
a  tax  impofed  by  parliament,  ba$ 
brought  in  faS,  into  difcuffioUt  that 
quejiion  of  the  right  •ftaxatinu,  wluc^ 
the  cauuous  and  (what  I  think)  im« 
prudent  wifdom  of  many  have  en- 
deavoured to  keep  wrapped  up  and 
fufpended  in  theory, — Thoie  things 
which  fchemes  of  policy  wiihed  K<^ 
hold  in  queftion — afts  and  deeds  will 
bring  into  decifion.  You  have,  oi| 
one  hand,  by  yonr  declaratory  law, 
aflerted  your  right  and  power  of  tax- 
ation over  the  colonies,  and  fo  far  as 
this  aft  goes,  you  have  exerted  thaf 
power.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  a 
faft  which  the  Houfe  ought  to  be  ap- 
prized of  in  all  its  extent.   That 

THE  PEOPLE  OF  AMERICA,  VNI< 
yiRSALLY,  UNITEDLY,  AND  UN- 
ALTERAaLY,  ARE  RESOLVED  NOT 
TO  SVVMIT  TO  ANf  INTERNAL 
TAX  IMPOSED  UPON  THEM  BY  ANT 
LEGISLATURE,  \H  WHICH  THEV 
HAVE  NOT  A  SHARS  BY  RKPREa£Nr. 
TAT^VES  OP  THEf  R  OWN  ELECTION* 

"  This  claim  muft  not  be  under* 
flood,  as  though  it  vyere  only  the  pre« 
tences  of  party-leaders  and  dema- 
gogues ;  as  though  it  were  only  th« 
yifions  of  fpeculative  enthufiafls ;  as 
t|iough  ^t  were  the  vcktt<  t  ullition  of 
a  faftion  which  muft  '.bfidc;  as 
though  it  were  only  temporary  or 
partial— it  is  tl^e  cool,  deliberate, 
principled  maxiin  of  every  man  of 
bufinefs  in,  the  couijitry.*' 

^he  following  Petition  from  *^*  Mef" 
chants  of  New-^eri,  tjuas  prefented 
to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  '  in  tbU 
fejjion.     > 

'ITiis  petition  fet  forth,  *  That  the 
commerce  of  the  North  American  co- 
lonies is  fo  feverely  clogged  and  re- 
ft] ifted  by  the  ftatates  of  the  4th  and 
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Cth  of  his  prefeqt  Majefty's  reign,  as 
tb  afford  a  melancholy  prefage  of  its 
dcfttuftton,  the  fatal  effects  of  which, 
tjiough  firft  felt  there,  muft  be  finally 
transferred  to  Great  Britain,  and  cen- 
ter whh  her  merchants  and  manufac- 
turers:  that  an  evil  fo  extenfive,  could 
not  f^  of  alarming  the  petitioners, 
whofe  fituation  expofes  them  to  the 
£/ll    impreflion    of    this    calamity ; 
whence  they  think  it  their  duty  to 
implore  the;  houfe  to  refume  the  con- 
fideration  oiF  the  plantation  trade,  for 
effeftual  redrefs.     It  is  the  Angular 
difadvantage  of  the  Northern  Britifli 
colonies,  that,   while  they  Hand  in 
need  of  vaft  quantities  of  the  manu- 
fadtures  of  Great  Britain,  the  country 
produces  very  little  that  affords  a  di- 
re£t  remittance  thither  in  payment, 
and  therefore  from  neceffity  they  have 
been  driven  to  feek  a  market  for  their 
produce,  and  by  a  courfe  of  traffic, 
to  acquire  either  money  or  fuch  mer- 
chandize, as  would  anfwer  the  pur- 
pole   of  a  remittance,    and  enable 
them  to  fuftain  their  credit  with  their 
another  country;    as  the  nature  of 
the  petitioners  commerce,  when  free 
from  the  late  reftraints,  ought  to  be 
undcrftood,  they  beg  leave  to  obferve, 
that  their  produce  then  fent  to  our 
own  and   the   foreign  iflands,   was 
chiefly  bartered  for  fugar,  rum,  me- 
Jafles,  cotton,  and  indigo ;  that  the 
fugar,  cotton,  and  indigo,   ferved  as 
remittance  to  Great  Britain,  which 
the  rum  and  melafles  conftituted  ef- 
fential  branches  of  their  commerce, 
and  enabled  ,them  to  barter  with  our 
own  colonies  for  fiih  and  rice,  and  by 
that  means  to  purfue  a  valuable  trade 
with  Spain,  Portugal  and  Italy,  where 
they  chiefly  obtained  money,  or  bills 
of  exchange  in  return,  and  likewife 
qualified  them  for  adventures  to  Afri- 
ca, where  they  had  the  advantage  of 
putting  off"  great  quantities  of  British 
jnanufadlures,  and  of  receiving  in  ex- 
change gold,  ivory,  and  flaves,  which 


lad  being  difpofed  of  in  the  Weft  In* 
dia  iflands,   commanded  money  or 
bills :  rum  was  indifpenfable  in  their 
Indian  trade,  and  with  Britifli  mana- 
fadlures,    procured    furs   and    Ikins, 
which  both  ferved  for  confiderable  re- 
turns to  Great  Britain,  and  cncreafed 
its  revenue.     The  trade  to  the  bay  of 
Honduras  was  alfo  of  great  impor- 
tance, it  being  managed  with  fmall 
Cargoes  of  provifions,  rum,  and  Bri- 
tifli manufaftures,  which,  while  they 
w.ere  at  liberty  to  fend  foreign  log- 
wood to  the  different  ports  in  Europe 
furniflied  them  with  another  valuable 
remittance.      From  this  view,  it  is 
evident  that  fugar,  rum,  melalles  and 
logwood,    with,  cotton   and  indigo, 
are  the  eflentials  of  their  return  car- 
goes,  and   the  chief   fources,   from 
whiih,  in  a  courfe  of  trade  they  have 
maintained  their  credit  with  Great- 
Britain.     That  confidering  the  pro- 
digious confumption  of  the  produce  of 
the  Weft  Indies  in  Great  Britain,  Ire* 
land,  and  the  colonies  on  the  conti- 
nent of  America;  the  rapid  increafe 
of-  thofe  colonies ;  the  vaft  acceflion 
of  fubjefls  by  the  late  conquefts ;  the 
utter  incapacity  of  our  own  ifland  to 
fupply  fo  great  a  demand,  will,  the 
petitioners  prefume,    be  out  of  all 
queftion;    on  the  other  hand,    the 
lumber  produced  from  clearing  this 
immenfe  territory,  and  the  provifions 
exirafted   from   a  fertile    foil,   muft 
raife  a  fupply  for  exportation  much 
greater  than  all  our  iflands  can  con- 
fume;  it  fecms  therefore  confiftent 
with  found  policy,  to  indulge  thofe 
colonies  both  in  the  free  and  unre- 
ftrained  exportation  of  all  the  lumber 
and  produce  they  can  fpare,  and  an 
ample  importation  of  fugar,  rum  and 
melafles,  to  fupply  the  various  branch- 
es of  their  trade ;  flnce  without  the 
one  the  clearing  of  lands  will  be  dif- 
couraged ;    and  provifions,  for  want 
of  vent,  become  of  little  profit  to  the 
farmer;  without  the  other,  the  pe« 
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tkioners  muft  be  plunged  into  a  total 
incapacinr  of  making  good  their  pa}|- 
ments  of  Britifh  dents ;  their  credit 
muft  fink,  and  their  imports  from 
Great  Britain  gradually  diminifli,  till 
they  are  contraAed  to  the  narrow 
compafs  of  remittances,  in  articles  of 
their  own  produce  ;  whence  the  colo- 
nies muft,  from  inevitable  neceftity, 
betake  themfelves  to  manufa£lures  of 
their  own,  which  will  be  attended 
with  confequences  very  detrimental  to 
thofe  of  Great  Britain. 

The  petitioners  having  thus  repre- 
fented  the  nature  of  their  commerce, 
humbly  beg  leave  to  point  out  the  fe- 
veral  grievances  under  which  it  la- 
bours, from  the  regulations  prefcribed 
by  the  two  before^mentioned  a&s. 
The  heavy  embarraftments,  which  at- 
tend the  article  of  fugar,  is  a  capital 
fubjedt  of  complaint;  and,  beftdes 
the  abfolute  neceffity  of  a  great  im- 
portation to  fuftain  their  trade,  it  of- 
ten happens,  that  at  the  foreign 
iflands  a  fuflicient  return-cargo  inde- 
pendent of  fugar,  cannot  be  procured, 
which  renders  trade  precarious  and 
difcouraging ;  befldes,  the  high  duty 
of  5s.  fterling  a  hundred,  is  found  by 
experience  to  be  fo  exceffive,  that  it 
has  induced  the  fair  trader  to  decline 
that  branch  of  bufinefs,  while,  to 
people  lefs  fcrupulous,  it  prefents  an 
irrefiftible  temptation  to  fmuggling. 
That  the  preffure  of  this  duty  is  not 
aggravated,  the  petitioners  appeal  ic 
the  officers  of  the  cuftoms  of  their 
port,  who  muft  confefs  that  there 
have  not  been  wanting  inftances 
where  merchants  have  been  driven  to 
the  difagreeable  neceffity  of  bringing 
their  very  plate  into  the  cuftom-houfe 
to  difcharge  it.  The  petitioners  there- 
fore moft  humbly  intreat  that  a  more 
moderate  duty  be  laid  on  foreign 
fugars,  which,  they  are  afTured,  would 
not  only  greatly  promote  the  profpe- 
rity  both  of  thofe  colonies  and  their 
pother   country,   but  encreafe   i]iw 
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royal  revenue  far  bevond  what  can 
be  expected  under  tlie  prefent  re« 
ftraints.  The,  compelling  merchants 
to  land  and  ftore  foreign  fagars  in 
Great  Britain,  before  they  are  ex- 
ported to  other  parts  of  Europe,  is 
another  expenfive  and  dilatory  re« 
ftri^ion,  without  being  of  any  ma- 
terial advantage  to  the  revenue  of 
Great  Britain ;  for  it  puts  it  out  of 
the  petitioners  power  to  meet  foreign* 
ers  at  market  upon  an  equal  footing. 
That  Britifti  plantation  fugar  export- 
ed from  North  America,  Ihould  be  de> 
clared  French  on  being  landed  in 
England,  the  petitioners  conceive  may 
be  juftly  claifed  among  the  number 
of  hardihips  infliAed  by  thofe  regu- 
lations, as  in  efFe^  it  deprives  them 
of  making  a  remittance  in  that  article, 
by  expofing  them  to  the  payment  of 
the  foreign  duty  in  Great  Britain, 
which  appears  the  moft  fevere,  as 
their  fellow-fubjefts  of  the  iflands  are 
left  at  liberty  to  export  thofe  fugars 
for  what  they  really  are,  and  a  dif- 
tindlion  is  formed  which  the  petition- 
ers cannot  but  regard  with  uneaftnefs. 
That  foreign  rum,  French  excepted, 
is  the  next  article  which  the  petitioii- 
ers  moft  humbly  propofe  for  confide- 
ration,  as  its  importation,  on  a  mo- 
derate duty,  would  add  confiderably 
to  the  revenue,  prevent  fmuggling, 
e'ncreafe  the  fale  of  Britifti  manufac- 
tures, and  enable  the  petitioners  to 
bring  back  the  full  value  of  their  car- 
goes, more  efpecially  from  the  Danifh 
iil?nds  of  St.  Thomas  and  St.  Croix, 
where  they  can  only  receive  half  the 
value  in  fugar  and  cotton,  and  con- 
fequently  rum  alone  can  be  expeded 
tor  the  other  half,  thofe  iflands  hav- . 
ing  no  fpice  but  of  a  bafe  kind.  That 
it  is  with  the  greateft  concern  the  pe- 
titi:>neps  obferve,  that  foreign  log- 
wood is  alfo  made  fubjefl  to  the  de- 
lay, nazard,  and  cxpeoce  of  being 
Inaded  in  Great  Britain  ;  which  with 
its  low  price,  its  bulk,  and  the  duty 
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ytnih  which  it  is  ne^  burthened^  nv\& 
totally  deHto^  that  valuable  branck 
of  th«  petitionees  commerce,  and 
tftrow  it  into  the  hands  of  fJDreigners 
ml^ttered  with  thofe  heavy  embarrafl*- 
Bients.  That  their  lumber  and  pot- 
aft,  even  when  Ihipped  for  Ireland, 
where  the  latter  is  ioneceSkry  for  the 
progress  of  their  linen  inantifafliiire, 
end  even  provifions,  though  intended 
to  relieve  that  kingdom  from  a  fk- 
vane,  are  ftibjeA  to  the  fame  dif- 
trefltng  impediments ;  nor  is  ^x-fee4 
fm  the  timely  importation  of  which 
the  very  exiftence  of  the  linen  manu< 
fafture  immediately  depends,  exempt-- 
fA:  yet  both  flax-feeq,  lumber,  and 
])ot-a<h,  may  all  be  imported  into 
Ireland  direftly  from  the  Baltic,  where 
fhey  are  purchafed  from  foreigners 
vnder  the  national  diiadvantage  of 
fteing  paid  for  with  money  iniiead  of 
jn^nufaftures ;  the  petitioners,  there- 
fere,  humbly  beg  leav«  to  exprefs 
their  hopes,  that  an  evil  fo  highly 
prejudicial  to  them,  to  the  ftaple  of 
Irei^ind,  and  to  the  tridc  and  manu- 
fe^ores  of  Great  Britain,  will  not 
Itail  of  obtaining  the  attention  of  the 
Hoafe,  and  an  immediate  and  effec- 
toal  redrefs.  The  petitioners  beg 
Itaye  further  to  reprefent,  that  the 
wines  from  the  iflarids,  in  exchange 
for  wheat,  flour,  filh  and  lumber, 
would  coniiderably  augment  the  im- 
portant article  of  remittance,  was  the 
American  duty  withdrawn  on  expor- 
tation to  Great  Britain :  it  is  there- 
Icre  humbly  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe, 
whether  fuch  an  expedient,  calculated 
at  once  to  attach  the  inhabitants  to 
bufbandry,  by  encreafingthe  confump- 
tion  of  American  produce,  to  encour- 
age B^'rtifh  manufaftures  by  enabling 
the  petitioners  to  make  good  their 
payments,  and  to  encreafe  the  royal 
revenue  by  an  additional  import  of 
wines  into  Great  Britain,  will  not  be 
conflflent  with  the  united  interefts 
both  of  the  mother  country  and  her 


colonies.  The  petitioners  alfb  cos? 
ceive  that  the  North  American  iilheryi 
h  of  the^  highcft  national  importance,, 
fince,  by  annually  employing  fo  great 
a  number  of  (hipping,  it  conftitutea' 
a  refp^Aable  nurlery  he  feamen,  andf 
is  fo  advancj^eons  in  remittances  in^ 
payment  fag  Brittih  manufadures  ; 
whence  the  petitioners  humbly  pre- 
fume  it  will  be  cherifhed  by  the 
Houfe,  andeyery  impedimen  t  removed' 
that  tends  to  check  its  progrefs.  The 
enlarging  the  jurifdidlion  of  the  ad>^ 
rairalty  is  another  part  of  the  fourth 
of  his  Ms^eft^'s  reign,  yery  grievous: 
>to  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the 
colonies,  and  oppreflive  to  the  fub- 
je£b.  The  petitioners  beg  leave  tq 
exprefs  their  warmeft  fentiments  o^ 

fratitude  for  the  advantages  intended 
y  parliament  in  the  opening  freer 
ports  in  the  idands  of  Jamaica  aadl 
Dominica;  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  caiw 
not  but  lament  their  being  fo  unhapp]p 
as  to  be  unable  to  reap  the  benefits, 
which,  it  was  imagined,  would  floW 
from  fo  wife  a  policy.  The  collect- 
ing great  quantities  of  the  produce  of 
Martinico,  Guadaloupe,  &c.  at  the 
ifland  of  Dominica^,  would  be  of  reai 
advantage  to  the  colonies,  were  they 
permitted  to  take  them  in  return  fox 
their  lumbec  and  proyifions ;  but  a^ 
they  are  now  prohibited  from  taking 
any  thing  but  melaffes,  the  petition- 
ers think  it  evident,  that  they  caa 
derive  no  fubftantial  advantage  undeK 
fuch  a  reftraint,  and  are  unable  tq: 
difoern  the  princyjle  on  which  dam 
prohibition  is  founded ;  for  iince  fu- 
gar  may  be  imported  diredlly  frvni 
the  foieign  iflands,  it  feems  much 
more  reasonable  to  fufiier  it  from  a 
free  port  belonging  to  Great  Britain. 
The  petitioners,  therefore  humbly 
hope,  that  the  Houfe  will  think  ie 
equitable  to  adapt  this  trade  to  their, 
circumftances,  by  granting  them  li- 
berty to  import  into  the  colonies  all 
Well  India  produ^Ugns,.  in  exchange^ 
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fbr  tlieir  commodities ;  and  that,  upon 
the  whole,  the  petitioners,  with  the 

f'  reateft  anxiety,  find  themfelves  o- 
liged  to  inform  the  Honfe,  that  al- 
though, at  the  laft  feflbn,  the  neceffi- 
ty  of  relieving  the  trade  of  thofe  colo- 
nies fcems  to' have  been  univerfally 
admitted,  and  the  tender  regard  of 
parliament  for  their  happinefs  highly 
diftinguifhed ;  neverthelefs,  experi- 
ence h&s  evinced,  that  the  commer- 
cial regulations  then  enafted,  inftead 
tf  remedying,  have  encreafftdthehea- 
yy  burthen  under'which  it  already  la- 
boured. Hence,  upon  due  confidera- 
tion,  nothing  can  "be  mord  manifeft, 
than  that  th6  ability  of  thofe  colonie^ 
topurchafe  the  manufaflures  of  Great 
Britain,  immediately  depends  upon, 
find- is  infeparably  conneded  with  the 
progrefs  of  their  commerce ;  and  that 
ability,  by  removing  the  neceffity  of 
home  manufactures,  would  leave  them 
at  liberty  to  purfue  agriculture,  in 
which  their  intereA  confifts.  The 
petitioners,  therefor^,  pray  the  houfe 
to  taike  the  above  into  cohfideration, 
and  to  grant  fuch  relief  therein  as 
Ihall  be  thought  coniiftent  with  good 
policy,  and  the  mutual  intcreils  of 
tjreat  Britain  and  her  colonies. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  up- 
on the  tabic :  no  other  notice  was 
taken  of  it. 


^  Letter  to  Dennis  De  Berdt,   Efq ; 

Agent  for  the  Honje  of  Reprrfenla- 

ti'ves. 
Pro-vince  of  the  Maffachufettt-Bay, 
January  12,   1768. 

SIR, 

Since  the  laft  fitting  of  the  general 
cdurt,  divers  afts  of  parliament  rela- 
ting to  the  colonies  have  arrived  here : 
and  as  the  people  of  this  province 
had  no  fliare  in  the  framing  thofe 
laws,  in  which  they  are  fo  deeply 
interefted,  the  Houfe  of  Reprefen- 
tatives,  who  are  conftitutionally  en- 
trulled  by  them  as  the  guardians 
of  theijT  rights  aad  libertie>>  have 


t  M  E  N  t  Is.  '  ■  ^ 
thon^ht  it  dieir  indiipenfable  dutj 
carefully  to  perafe  them  ;  and  having 
fo  done>  to  point  out  fiich  matters  ia 
them  as  appear  to  be  grievous  to  thdr 
conftitucnts,  and  to  leek  redrefs. 

The  fundamental  rules  of  the  cbiii> 
flitution  are  the  grand  fecnrity  of  all 
Britifh  fubjefts ;  and  it  is  a  fecuritjr 
which  they  are  all  equally  entitled  to 
in  all  parts  of  his  Majefty's  extended 
dominions.  The  fupreme  legiflative, 
in  every  free  ftatc,  derives  its  power 
from  tne  conftitution,  by  the  ninda^ 
mental  rules  of  which  it  is  bounded 
and  cirCumfcribed.  As  a  leg^flittivc 
power  is  effentially  reqtiifite,  whcra 
any  powers  of  government  are  excr- 
ciled,  it  is  conceived,  the  feveral  le- 
giflative  bodies  in  i'^merica  -were  e- 
refted,  becaufe  their  exiftence,  and 
the  free  excrcife  of  their  power  with- 
in their  feveral  limits,  are  eflentiaHy 
important  and  necefrary,  to  prefcrvie 
to  his  Majefty's  fubje£ts  in  Americis 
the  advantages  of  the  fundamental 
laws  of  the  conftitntion.  ''" 

When  we  mentron  the  rights  of 
the  fubjefts'in  America,  and  the  in- 
tereft  we  have  in  the  Britiih  conftita- 
tion,  in  common  with  all  other  Bri- 
tifli  fubjeds,  we  cannot  juftly  be  fuf. 
pefted  of  the  moft  diftant  thought  of 
an  independency  on  Great  Britain. 
Some,  we  know,  have  imagined 
this  Qf  the  colonifts ;  and  others  may 
perhaps  have  induftrioufly  propagated 
it,  to  raife  groundlefs  and  unreaibn- 
nble  jealoufies  of  them :  but  it  is  fo 
far  from  the  truth,  that  we  apprehend 
the  colonies  would  rcfufe  it  if  offered 
to  them,  and  would  even  deem  it  the 
greateft  misfortune  to  be  obliged  to 
accept  it.  They  are  far  from  being 
infenfible  of  their  happinefs  in  being 
connefted  with  the  mother  country, 
and  of  the  mutual  benefits  derived 
from  it  to  both  :  it  is  therefore  the  in- 
difpenfible  duty  of  all,  to  cultivate 
and  cftablifh  a  mutual  harmony,  and 
to  promote  the  intcrcourfirof  good  of- 
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£ces  betwee  thejn :  and  while  both  fame  form,  ceremony  and  expreffiont 
have  the  (tec  enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  loyalty  and  duty,  is  thereby  given 
ofour  iiappy  conftitution,  there  will  and  granted  to  his  Majefly,  as  they 
be  no  grounds  of  envy  and  difcontent  ufually  give  and  grant  their  own.  But 
in  the  one,  nor  of  jealoufy  and  mif-    we  humbly  conceive  that  objedlions  to 


truft  in  the  other. 

It  is  the  glory  of  the  Britifli  confti- 
tution, that  it  hath  its  foundation  in 
the  law  of  God  and  nature :  It  is  an 
cfTential  natural  right,  that  a  man 
ihall  quietly  enjoy,  and  have  the  fole 
difpolal  of  his  own  property :  this  right 
is  adopted  into  the  conftitution :  this 
natural  and  conflitutional  right  is  fo 
familiar   tp   the  American  fubjefls. 


a£b  of  this  kind  may  be  fafely,  if 
decently  made,  if  they  are  of  dan- 
gerous tendency  in  point  of  com- 
merce, policy,  and  the  true  and  real 
intereft  of  the  whole  empire.  It  may, 
and  if  it  can,  it  ought  to  be  made  to 
appear,  that  fuch  a£ts  are  grievous  to 
the  fubjeA,  burthenfome  to  trade, 
ruinous  to  the  nation,  and  tending 
on  the  whole  to  injure  the  revenue  of 


that  it  would  be  difficult,  if  poflible,  the  crown.  And  furely,  if  fuch  migh- 

to  convince  them,  that  any  neceflity  ty  inconveniencies,  evils  and  mifchiefs 

can  render  it  juft,  equitable,  and  rea-  cati  be  pointed  out  with  decency  and 

ibnable,  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  perfpicuity,  there  will  be  the  higheft 

the  parliament  fhould  impofe  duties,  reafon  not  only  to  hope  for,    but 


iiibudies,  talliages,  and  taxes,  upon 
them,  internal  or  external,  for  the 
fole  purpofeofraifing  a  revenue.  The 
jeafon  is  obvious ;  becaufe  they  can- 
not be  reprefented,  and  therefore 
their  confent  cannot  be  conftitutional- 
ly  had  in  parliament. 

When  the  parliament,  foon  after 


fully  to  expeft  redrefs. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  though  many 
have  difregarded  life  and  contemned 
liberty,  yet  there  are  few  men  who 
do  not  agree  that  property  is  a  valu- 
able acquifition,  which  ought  to  be 
held  facred.  Many  have  fought,  and 
bled,  and  died  for  this,  wHo  have 


the  repeal  of  the  ftamp-a£t,  thought    been  infenflble  to  all  other  obligati- 


proper  to  jtafs  another  a£t,  declaring 
the  authority,  power,  and  right  of 
parHament  to  make  laws  that  fhould 
pe  binding  on  the  colonies  in  all  cafes 
whatever,  it  is  probable,  that  afts  for 
levying  taxes  on  the  colonies,  exter- 
nal and  internal,  were  included :  for 
the  a£t  made  the  laft  year,  im- 
poiing  duties  on  paper,  glafs,  &c.  as 
well  as  the  fugar-adls  and  the  ftamp- 
a£l,  are,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes, 
in  form  as  well  as  in  fubftance,  as 
much  revenue  a£ts  as  thofe  for  the 
land'tax,  cuftoms  and  excifes  in  Eng- 
land. The  neceflity  of  cftablifhing 
a  revenue  in  America  is  exprefs- 
ly  mentioned  in  the  preambles :  they 
were  originated  in  the  honourable 
Houfe  of  Commons,  as  all  other  rao- 
piey  and  revenue  bills  are;  arid  the 
property  of  the  colonics,  \yith  |he 


ons.  Thofe  who  ridicule  thie  ideas  of 
right  and  juftice,  faith  and  truth  a- 
mong  men,  will  put  a  high  value  up- 
on money :  property  is  admitted  to 
have  an  exiftence  even  in  the  favagf 
ftate  of  nature  :  the  bow,  the  arrow, 
and  the  tomahawk  :  the  hunting  an4 
the  fifhing  ground,  are  fpecies  of  pro- 
perty as  important  to  an  American 
favage,  as  pearls,  rubies  and  dia- 
monds are  to  the  Mogul  or  a  Nabob 
in  the  Eaft,  or  the  lands,  tenements, 
hereditaments,  mefliiages,  gold  and 
filver  of  the  Europeans.  And  if  pro- 
perty is  neceffary  for  the  fupport  of 
favage  life,  it  is  by  no  means  lefs  lb 
in  civil  fociety.  T'he.Utopian  fchiemes 
of  levelling,  and  a  community  of 
goods,  are  as  vilionary  ahd  impradli- 
cable,  as  thofe  which  veft  all  proper- 
ty, in  the  crown,  arc  arbitrary,  de- 
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^potick,  and  in  our  government  un- 
conftitutional.  Now,  what  property 
can  the  colonifts  be  conceived  to  have, 
if  their  money  my  he  granted  away 
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declared  at  the  council  board,  and  e- 
yen  en  the  facred  feat  of  juftice,  thac 
the  privilege  of  Engliflimen,  not  to 
be  taxed  without  their  confent,  and 


by  others  without  their  confent  ?  This  the  laws  of  England,  would  not  follow 
moft  certainly  is  the  prefent  cafe :  for  them  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  It 
they  were  in  no  fenle  reprefented  in    was  alfo,  in  thofe  days,  declared  ia 


parliament  when  this  adt  for  raifing  a 
xeveaue  in  America  was  made.     The 
ftamp-ad  was  grievoufly  complained 
of  by  all  the  colonies :  and  is  there 
any  real  difference  between  this  and  the 
ftamp-aft  ?  They  were  both  defigned 
to  raife  a  revenue  in  America,  and  in 
the  fame  manner,  viz.  by  duties  on 
certain  commodities :  the  payment  of 
the  duties  impofed  by  the  Itamp-aft 
might  have  been  eluded  by  a  total  dif- 
ufe  of  the  ilamped  paper ;  and  fo  may 
the  payment  of  thefe  duties,  by  the 
total  difulc  of  the  articles  on  which 
they  are  laid:    but  in  neither  cafe 
without  difficulty.  Therefore  the  fub- 
jefts  here  are  reduced  to  the  hard  al- 
ternative, either  of  being  obliged  to- 
tally to  difufe  articles  of  the  greatefl 
neceffity  in  common  life,  or  to  pay  a 
tax  without  their  confent. 

The  fecurity  of  right  and  property 
is  the  great  end  of  government :  fure- 
ly  then,  fuch  mcafures  as  tend  to  ren- 
der right  and  property  precarious, 
tend  to  deftroy  both  property  and  go- 
vernment; for  thefe  muft  ftand  and 
fall  together.  It  would  be  difficult,  if 
poflibje,  to  fhew,  that  the  prefent 
plan  of  taxing  the  colonies  is  more  fa- 
vourable to  them,  than  that  put  in 
ufe  here  before  the  revolution.  It 
feems,  by  the  event,  that  our  an- 
ceftors  were  in  one  refpeft,  not  in  fo 


council,  that  the  king's  fubje£t»  in 
New-England  did  not  differ  muck 
from  flaves  j  and  that  the  only  dif- 
ference   was,    that   they    were   not 
bought  and  fold  :  but  there  was,  evea 
in  thofe  times,  an  excellent  Attorney- 
General,    Sir  William   Jones,  who 
was  of  another  mind ;  and  told  King 
James,  that  "he  could  no  more  grant 
a  commiffton  to  levy  money  on  hit 
fubjeds  in  Jamaica,  ttiough  a  con- 
quered ifland,  without  their  confent 
by  an  afTembly,  than  they  could  dif> 
charge  themfelves  from  their  allegi- 
ance to  the  Englifh  crown.     But  the 
misfortune  of  the  colonics  at  prefent 
is,  that  they  are  taxed  by  parhament 
without  their  confent :  this,  while  the 
parliament  continues  refolved  to  tax 
us,  will  ever  render  our  cafe,  in  one 
refpeft,  more  deplorable  and  remedi- 
lefs,  under  the  befl  of  kings,  than 
that  of  our  anceftors  was,  under  the 
worft.  They  found  relief  by  the  inter- 
poflcion  of  parhament :  but  by  the  in- 
tervention of  that  very  power,  we  are 
taxed,  and  can  appeal  for  relief  from 
their  final  decifion  to  no  power  on 
earth ;  for  there  is  no  power  on  earth 
above  them. 

The  original  contraft  between  the 
King  and  the  firft  planters  here,  wai 
a  royal  promife  in  behalf  of  the  na- 
tion, and  which  till  very  lately  it  was 


melancholy  a  fituation  as  we  their  po-    never  queftioned  but  the  King  had 


fterity  are.  In  thofe  times,  the 
crown  and  the  minillers  of  the  crown, 
without  the  intervention  of  the  par- 
liament, demolifhed  charters,  and  le- 
vied taxes  on  the  colonies  at  plcafure. 
Governor  Androfs,  in  the  time  of 
James  the  fecond,  declared,  that 
wherever  an  Englifhman  fets  his  foot, 
iill  heixathis  the  king's :  and  Dudley 


power  to  make ;  namely,  that  if  the 
adventurers  would,  at  their  own  coft 
and  charge,  and  at  the  hazard  of 
their  lives  and  every  thing  dear  to 
them,  purchafe  a  new  world,  fubdue 
a  wildernefs,  and  thereby  enlarge  the 
king's  dominions,  they  and  ihcir  po- 
ilerity  fhould  enjoy  fuch  rights  and 
privileges  as  in  their  refpeflive  char- 
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tcrs  arc  exprefled ;  which  are  in  gene- 
ral all  the  rights,  liberties  and  pri- 
vileges of  his  Majefty's  natural  born 
fubjefts  within  the  realm.  The  prin- 
cipal privilege  implied,  and  in  lome 
of  their  charters  expreffed,  is  a  free- 
dom from  all  taxes  but  fuch  as  they 
(hall  confent  to  in  perfon,  or  by  re- 
prcfentatives  of  their  own  free  choice 
and  eleiftion.  The  late  king  James 
broke  the  original  contraft  of  the  fet- 
tlement  and  government  of  thefe  co- 
lonies :  but  it  proved  happy  for  our 
anceftors  in  the  end  that  he  had  alfu 
broken  the  original  compaft  with  his 
three  kingdoms.  This  left  them  fome 
gleam  of  hope :  this  very  thing,  final- 
ly, was  the  caufe  of  deliverance  to  the 
nation  and  the  colonies,  nearly  at  the 
fame  time :  it  was  the  parliament,  the 
fupreme  legiflative  and  conftitutional 
check  on  the  fupreme  executive,  that 
in  time  operated  effe£ls  worthy  of  ii- 
felf :  the  nation  and  her  colonies  have 
fince  been  happy,  and  our  princes 
patriot  kings.  The  law  and  rcafon 
teaches  that  the  King  can  do  no 
Wrong;  and  that  neither  king  nor 
-  parliament  are  otherwife  inclined  than 
to  juftice,  equity  and  truth :  but  the 
law  does  not  prefume  that  the  King 
may  not  be  deceived,  nor  that  the 
parliament  may  not  be  minnformed  : 
if  therefore  any  thing  is  wrong,  it 
muft  be  imputed  to  fuch  caufes :  how 
far  fuch  caufes  have  taken  place  and 
operated  againft  the  colonies,  is  hum- 
bly fubmitted  to  the  revifion  and  re- 
confideration  of  all. 

By  the  common  law,  the  colonifts 
are  adjudged  to  be  natural-born  fub- 
jefts !  So  they  are  declared  by  royal 
charter;  and  they  are  fo,  by  the  fpirit 
of  the  law  of  nature  and  nations :  no 
jurift,  who  has  the  leaft  regard  to  his 
reputation  in  the  republic  of  letters, 
will  deny  that  they  are  entitled  to  all 
the  effential  rights,  liberties,  privileges 
and  immunities  of  his  Majefty's  natu- 
ral fubjedls,  born  within  the  realm. 
The  children  of  his  Majedy's  natural 
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born  fubje^t,  born  pafling  and  tepzC- 
fing  the  feas,  have  by  fundry  ai^s  of 
parliament,  from  Edward  the  third  to 
this  time,  been  declared  natural-born 
fubjefts :  and  even  foreigners,  refiding 
a  certain  time  in  the  colonics,  are  by 
ads  of  parliament  entitled  to  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  natural-born 
fuojedls.     And  it  is  remarkable  that 
the  aft  of  13  Geo.  II.  chap.  7.  pre- 
fuppofcs  that  the  colonifts  are  natural- 
born  fubjefis ;  and  that  they  are  en- 
titled to  all  the  privileges  or  fuch ;  as 
appears  by  the  preamble,  which  we 
fliall  now  recite :  "Whereas  the  in- 
creafe  of  people  is  a  means  of  ad- 
vancing the  wealth  and  ftrencth  of 
any  nation  or  country  :  and  wnereas 
many  foreigners  and  ftrangers,  from 
the  lenity  of  our  government  and  pu- 
rity of  our  religion,  the  benefit  of  our 
laws,  the  advantages  of  our  trade,  and 
the  fecurity  of  our  property,  might  be 
induced  to  come  and  fettle  in  fome  of 
his  Majeily's  colonics  in  America,  if 
they  were  made  partakers  of  the  ad- 
vantages and  privileges  which  natural- 
born  ^bjedls  of  this  realm  do  enjoy  : " 
which  plainly  fliows  it  to  be  the  fenfe 
of  the  nation  that  the  colonies  were 
entitled  to,  and  did  a£lually  enjoy  the 
advantages  and  privileges  of  natural- 
born  fubjefls.    But  if  It  could  be  ad- 
mitted as  clearly  con  fiftent  with  the  con- 
flitution,  for  the  parliament  of  Great- 
Britain  to  tax  the  property  of  the  co- 
lonies, we  prefume,  it  can  be  made 
to  appear  to  be  utterly  inconfiftent 
with  the  rules  of  equity  that   they 
fhould,  at  leaft  at  prefent.     It  muft 
be  conftdered,  that  by  ads  of  parlia- 
ment, the  colonies  are  prohibited  from 
importing  commodities  of  the  growth 
or  manufafture  of  Europe,  except  from 
Great- Britain,  faving  a  few  articles. 
This  gives  the  advantage  to  Great- 
Britain  of  raifing  the  price  of  her 
commodities,  ana  is  equal  to  a  tax. 
It  is  too  obvious  to  be  doubted,  that 
by  the  extraordinary  demands,  from 
the  colonies^  of  the  manufadlures  of 

Britain  j 
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Britain,  occafioned  by  this  policy,  ftje 
reaps  an  advantage  of  at  leaft  twenty 
per  cent,  in  the  price  of  them,  be- 
yond what  the  colonies  might  purchafe 
them  for  at  foreign  markets :  the  lofs 
therefore  to  the  colonifts  is  equal  to 
the  gain  which  is  made  in  Britain. 
This  in  reality  is  a  tax,  though  not  a 
direft  one  :  and  admitting,  that  they 
take  annually  from  Great-Britain 
manufaftures  to  the  value  of  two  mil- 
lions fterling,  as  is  generally  fuppo- 
fed,  they  then  pay  an  annual  tax  of 
four  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  be- 
fides  the  taxes  which  are  diredly  paid 
on  thofe  manufaflures  in  England. 
The  fame  reafoning  will  hold  good 
with  rcfpeft  to  the  many  enumerated 
articles  of  their  produce,  which  the 
colonies  are  reftrained  by  aft  of  par- 
liament from  fending  to  any  foreign 
port :  by  this  reftraint,  the  market  is 

flutted,   and  confequently  the  pro- 
uce  fold,  is  cheaper ;_  which  is  an 
advantage  to  Great-Britain,  and  an 
equal  lofs  to,  or  tax  upon  the  colonifts. 
Is  it  reafonable,  then,  that  the  colo- 
nies fliould  be  taxed  on  the  Britilh 
commodities  here  ?  cfpecially  when  it 
is  confidered,  that  the  moftofthem 
fettled   a  wildernefs,    and  till   very 
lately  defended  their  fettlements  with- 
out a  farthing's  expence  to  the  na- 
tion.  They  bore  their  full  portion  of 
the  charges  of  fecuring  and  maiu 
taining  hisMajefty's  rights  in  Ameri- 
ca, in  every  war  from  their  fill  fet- 
tlement,  without  any  con fi deration  ; 
for  the  grants  ot  parliament  in  the 
lad  war  were  compenfations  for  an 
overplus  of  expence  on  their  part: 
many  of  them,  and  this  province  in 
particular,    have  always  maintained 
their  own  frontiers  at  their  own  ex- 
pence  ;  and  have  alfo  frequently  de- 
fended his  Majefty's  garrifon  at  An- 
napolis, when  it  muft  otherwife  have 
been  unavoidably  loft.  The  nation,  in 
the  late  war,  acquired  lands  equal  in 
value  to  all  the  expence  fhe  has  been 
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at  in  America,  from  its  fettlement ; 
while  the  trade  of  the  colonies  has 
been  only  "  fecured  and  reftrifted  :  "• 
it  has  not  been  enlarged,  though  new 
avenues  of  beneficial  commerce  have 
been  opened  to  the  mother  country. 
The  colonies  have  reaped  no  (hare  in 
the  lands  which  they  helped  to  con- 
quer, while  millions  of  acres  of  thofe 
very  lands  have  been  granted,  and 
ftill  are  granting  to  people,  who,  in 
all  probability,  will  never  fee,  if  they 
fettle,  them. 

The  appropriation  of  the  monies 
to  aiife  by  theifc  duties  is  an  objeftion 
of  great  weight.      It  is  in  the  firft 
place,  to  bs  applied  for  the  payment 
of  the  necefi'iry  charges  of  the  adrai- 
niftration  of  juftice,  and  the  fupport 
of  civil  government  in  fuch  colonies 
where  it  ihall  be  judged  neceffary. 
This  houfe  apprehend,  it  would  be 
grievous  and  of  dangerous  tendency, 
if  the    rown  fhould  not  only  appoint 
governors  over  the  feveral  colonies, 
but  allow  them  fuch  ftipends  as  it 
ftiall  judge  proper,  at  the  expence  of 
the  people  and  without  their  confent. 
Such  a  power  under  a  corrupt  admi- 
niftration,  it  is  to  be  feared,  would 
introduce  an  abfolute  government  in 
America ;  at  beft  it  would  leave  the 
people  in  a  ftate  of  utter  uncertainty 
of  their  fecurity,  whicli  is  far  from' 
being  a  ftate  of  civil  liberty.     The 
judges  in  the  feveral  colonies  do  not 
hold  their  commiflions  during  good 
behaviour ;  if  then  they  are  to  have 
falaries  independent  of  the  people, 
how  eafy  will  it  be  for  a  corrupt  go- 
vernor to  have  a  fet  of  judges  to  nis 
mind,  to  deprive  a  bench  of  juftice  of 
its  glory,  and  the  people  of  their  fe- 
curity.     If  the  judges  of  England 
have  independent  livings,  it  muft  be 
remembered,  that  the  tenure  of  their 
commiflion  is  during  good  behaviour, 
which  is  a  fafeguard  to  the  people : 
and  befides,  they  are  near  the  throne, 
the  fountain  of  right  and  juftice : 
Z  2  whereaa 
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whereas  American  judges,  as  well  as 
governors,  are  at  a  diliance  from  it : 
moreover,  it  is  worth  particular  no- 
tice, that  in  all  di/putcs  betwe<n 
power  and  liberty  in  America,  there 
IS  danger  that  the  greateft  credit  will 
always  be  given  to  the  officers  of  the 
crown,  who  are  the  men  in  power. 
This  we  have  fometimes  found  by  ex- 
perience ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  feared, 
that  the  nation  will  fall  into  fome 
(lanserous  mifiake,  if  fhe  has  not  al- 
ready, by  too  great  attention  to  the 
reprefentations  of  particular  perfons, 
aod  a  difregard  to  others. 

But  the  refldue  of  thefe  monies  is 
to  be  applied  by  parliament,  from 
time  to  time,  for  defending,  pro- 
teding  and  fecuring  the  colonies.  If 
the  government  at  home  is  apprehen- 
five  that  the  colonifts  will  be  back- 
ward in  defending  themfelves  and  fe- 
curing his  Majcfty's  territories  in 
America,  it  mull  have  been  egregiouf- 
ly  mifinformed.  We  need  look  back 
no  further  than  the  laft  war  for  evi- 
dence of  a  contrary  difpoiition  :  they 
always  difcovered  the  moft  chearful 
compliance  with  his  Majelly's  requi- 
iitlons  of  men  and  money  for  this 
purpofe.  They  were  then  treated  as 
tree  Britifh  fubje£ls,  and  never  failed 
to  grant  aid  to  his  Majefty  of  their 
©wn  free  accord,  to  the  extent  of 
their  ability,  and  even  beyond  it ;  of 
which,  the  parliament  were  then  fo 
ienfible,  that  they  made  them  grants, 
from  year  to  year,  by  way  of  com- 
penfaiion  for  extra  fervices.  It  is  not 
at  all  to  be  doubted,  but  if  they  are 
ftiU  confidered  upon  the  footing  of 
iubjefts,  they  will  always  difcovcr  the 
iame  difpofition  to  exert  themfelves 
for  his  Majelly's  fervice  and  their 
own  defence ;  which  renders  a  Hand- 
ing army  in  the  colonies  a  necdlefs 
expence.  Or,  if  it  be  admitted  that 
there  may  be  fome  neceflity  for  them 
in  the  conquered  province  of  Canada, 
where  the  exexcifc  of  the  Romifti  re- 
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Ugioi,  fo  de(lru£kive  to  civil  fociety, 
is  allowed,  furely  there  can  be  no 
need  of  them  in  the  bowels  of  the 
old  colonies,  and  even  in  cities  where 
there  is  not  the  lead  danger  of  a  fo- 
reign enemy,  and  wheru  the  inhabi- 
tants are  as  ilrongly  attached  to  his 
Majelly's  pcribn,  family  and  govern- 
ment, as  in  Great  Britain  itfdf. 
There  is  an  Engliih  affcftion  in  the 
colonifts  towards  the  mother  country, 
which  will  for  ever  keep  them  con- 
nected with  her,  to  every  valuable 
purpofe,  unlefs  it  Ihall  be  erafed  by 
repeated  unkind  ufage  on  her  part : 
as  Engliflimen,  as  well  as  Britifh  fub- 
je^s,  they  have  an  averfion  to  an  un- 
neceflary  ftanding  army,  which  they 
look  upon  as  dangerous  to  their  civil 
liberties ;  and  confidering  the  exam- 
ples of  ancient  times,  it  feems  a  little 
furprizing,  that  a  mother  ftate  Ihould 
truft  large  bodies  of  mercenary  troops 
in  her  colonies,  at  fo  great  a  diilance 
from  her,  left,  in  procefs  of  time, 
when  the  fpirits  of  the  people  (hall 
be  depreffed  by  the  military  power, 
another  Caefar  Ihould  arife  and  ufurp 
the  authority  of  his  mafter. 

The  aft  enabling  his  Majefty  tq 
appoint  commiflioners  of  the  cuftoms 
to  reilde  in  America,  has  alfo  been 
read  in  the  houfe.  It  declares  an 
intention  to  facilitate  the  trade  of 
America,  of  which  we  cannot  have 
any  great  hopes  from  the  tenor  of  the 
commiflion.  In  general,  innovations 
are  dangerous:  the  unneceftary  in^ 
creafe  of  crown  officers  is  moil  cer- 
tainly fo.  Thefe  gentlemen  are  au- 
thorized to  appoint  as  many  as  they 
(hall  think  proper,  without  limita- 
tion :  this  will  probably  be  attended 
with  undefirable  effedls:  an  hoft  of 
pcnAoners,  by  the  arts  they  may  ufe, 
may  in  time  become  as  dangerous  tQ 
the  liberties  of  the  people  as  an  army 
of  ibldiers ;  for  there  is  a  way  of  fub- 
diiing  a  people  by  art  as  well  as  by 
arms :  we  are  happy  and  fajfe  under 
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hli  prefent  Majelly's  tntld  and  gra- 
.cious  adminiflration ;  but  the  time 
may  come,  when  the  united  body  of 
penfioners  and  foldiers  may  ruin  the 
liberties  of  America.  The  trade  ef 
the  colonies,  we  apprehend,  may  be 
as  eafily  carried  on,  and  the  ai^s  of 
trade  as  duly  enforced  without  this 
commiflion ;  and  if  fo,  it  muil  be  a 
very  needlefs  expence,  at  a  time  when 
the  nation  and  her  colonies  are  groan- 
ing under  debts  contracted  in  the  late 
war,  and  how  far  dillant  another  may 
be,  God  only  knows. 

There  is  another  aft  which  this 
houft  apprehend  mull  be  alarming  to 
all  the  tolonios ;  which  is  the  .ift  for 
fufpending  the  legiflative  power  of 
the  aflembly  of  New-Yorlc  on  a  cer- 
tain condition.  A  legiflative  body 
without  the  free  exercife  of  the  pow- 
ers of  legiflation  is  to  us  incompre- 
henfible :  tiicre  can  be  no  materinl 
difference  between  fuch  a  legiflative 
&nd  none  at  all.  It  cannot  be  faid 
that  the  aflTembly  of  New  York  hath 
the  free  exercife  of  legiflative  power, 
while  their  very  exiftence  is  fufpended 
upon  their  afting  in  conformity  to 
the  will  of  another  body.  Such  a  re- 
flriftion  throughout  the  colonies  would 
be  a  ftiort  and  eafy  method  of  an  • 
nihilating  the  legiflative  powers  in 
America,  and  by  confequence,  of  de- 
priving the  people  of  a  fundamental 
right  of  the  conftitution,  namely,  that 
every  man  fliall  be  prefent  in  the  body 
which  legiflates  for  him. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  conflder  the 
^jndency  of  a  fufpenflon  of  colony  le- 
giflation for  non-compliance  with  afts 
of  parliament  requiring  a  provincial 
afliembly  to  give  and  grant  away  their 
own  and  their  conftituent's  money  for 
the  fupport  of  a  ftanding  army.  We 
cannot  but  think  it  hard  enough  to 
have  our  property  granted  away  with- 
put  our  confent :  without  being  order- 
ed to  deal  it  out  ourfelves,  as  in  the 
cafe  of  the  mutiny  at^.    It  mult  be 
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fufliciently  humiK<itin];  *o  part  wiih 
our  property  in  either  of  thofe  ways, 
much   more  in  both;    whereby,  a* 
loyal  fubjefts  as  any  under  his  Ma- 
jefly's  government,  and  as  true  lover* 
of  their  country  as  any  people  what- 
ever, are  deprived  of  the  honour  and 
merit  of  voluntarily  contributing  to 
the  fervice  of  both.      What  is  the 
plain  language  of  fuch  a  fufpeniion? 
We  can  cTircover  no  more  nor  lefs  ia 
it  than  this ;  if  the  American  aflem- 
blies  refufe  to  grant  as  much  of  their 
own  and  their  conftituents  money,  a« 
/hall  from  time  to  time  be  enjoined 
and  piefcribid  by  the  parliament,  be- 
fides    what    the   parliament  diredly 
taxes  them,  they  Ihail  no  longer  have 
any  legiflative  authority ;  but  if  they 
comply  with  what  is  prefcribed,  they 
ma^  flill  be  allowed  to  legiflate  under 
their  charter  reftriftions.     Does  not 
political  death  and  annihilation  flare 
us  in  the  face  as  flrongly  on  one  fupr 
pofition  as  the  other  i  Equally  in  caf* 
of  compliance  as  of  non-compliance. 
But  let  us  fuppofe,  for  a  moment* 
a  ferics  of  events  taking  pldce,   the 
moll   favourable   in   th^:  opinion   of 
thofe  who  are  fo  fond  of  thefe  new 
regulations:  that  all  difHculties  and 
fcruples  of  confcience  were  removed, 
and  that  every  reprefontatire  in  Ame- 
rica fhould  acknowledge  a  jufl  and 
equitable   right  in  the  commons  of 
Great-Britain  to  make  an   unlimited 
grant  of  his  and  his  conilituents  pro- 
perty :  that  they  have  a  clear  right  to 
invert  the  crown  with  all  the  lands  in 
the  colonies,  as  efFedtually  as  if  they 
had  been  forfeited ;  would  it  be  poA 
fible  for  them  to  conciliate  their  con- 
ilituents to  fuch  meafures?    Would 
not  the  attempt  fuddenly  cut  afunder 
all  confidence  and  communication  be- 
tween the  reprefentative  body  and  the 
people  ?    What   then  would  be  the 
confequence  ?    Could  any   thing   be 
reafonably  expedled  hut   difcuntent, 
defpair,  and  rage  againll  their  repre- 
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fentatives,  on  the  fide  of  the  people, 
and  on  the  part  of  government,  the 
rigorous  exertion  of  civil  and  military 
power?  The  confufion  and  mifery 
after  fuch  a  fatal  crilis  cannot  be  con- 
ceived, much  lefs  defcribed. 

The  prefent  regulations  and  pro- 
ceedings, v.ith  refpeft  to  the  colonies, 
wc  apprehend  to  be  oppofite  to  every 
principle  of  good  and  found  policy. 
A  Handing  army,  in  the  time  of  pro- 
found peace,  is  naturally  produftive 
of  uneafinefs  and  difcontcnt  among 
the  people :  and  yet  tUe  colonies,  by 
the  mutiny  aft,  are  ordered  and  di- 
reftcd  to  provide  certain  enumerated 
articles :  and  the  pains  and  penalties 
in  cafe  of  non-compliance  are  evident 
in  the  precedent  of  New-Vork.  It 
alfo  appears  that  revenue  officers  are 
multiplying  in  the  colonies  with  vaft 
powers  :  the  board  of  commiflioners 
lately  appointed  to  refide  here,  have 
ample  difcretionary  powers  given 
them  to  make  what  appointments 
thay  pleafe,  and  to  pay  the  appoin- 
tees what  Turns  they  pleafe :  the  ef- 
tablifliment  of  a  proteftant  epifcopate 
in  America  is  alfo  very  /.ealoufly  con- 
tended for :  and  it  is  very  alarming 
to  a  people,  whofe  fathers,  from  the 
hardfliij,''  they  fufFered  under  fuch  an 
eftabliflin  ent,  were  obliged  to  fly  their 
native  country  into  a  wilderncfs,  in 
order  peaceably  to  enjoy  their  privi- 
leges, civil  and  religious  :  their  being 
threatened  with  the  lofs  of  both  at 
once,  mull  throw  them  into  a  very 
difagreeable  fituation.  We  hope  in 
God  fuch  an  eftabiilhment  will  never 
take  place  in  America,  and  we  defire 
you  will  ftrenuoufly  oppofc  it.  The 
revenue  raifed  in  America,  foi  ought 
we  can  tell,  may  be  as  conftitution- 
ally  applied  towards  the  fupport  of 
prelacy  as  of  foldiers  and  penfioners : 
if  the  property  of  the  fubjedt  is  taken 
from  him  without  his  confent,  it  is 
immaterial,  whether  it  be  done  by 
gas  man  or  five  hundred ;  or  whether 
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it  be  applied  for  the  fupport  of  eccle- 
fiaftic  or  military  power,  or  both.  It 
may  be  well  worth  the  confideration 
of  the  bell  politician  in  Great-Britain 
or  America,  what  the  natural  tenden- 
cy is  of  1  vigorous  purfuit  of  thefe 
meafures.  We  are  not  infenfible  that 
fome  eminent  men,  on  both  fides  the 
water,  are  lefs  friendly  to  American 
charters  and  aflemblies  than  could 
be  wilhed  :  it  feems  to  be  growing 
fa/hionable,  to  treat  them  in  com- 
mon con  "rfation,  as  well  as  in  po- 
pular pu  'Lations,  with  contempt: 
but  if  we  'ook  back  a  few  reigns,  we 
Ihal!  find  that  even  the  auguft  aflem- 
bly,  the  parliament,  was  in  every  re- 
fpeft the  objeft  of  a  courtier's  re- 
proach: it  was  even  an  aphorifm 
with  King  James  I.  that  the  Lords 
and  Commons  were  two  very  bad  co- 
partners with  a  monarch ;  and  he  and 
his  fucceflbrs  broke  the  copartnerlhip 
as  faft  as  poffible.  It  is  certainly  un- 
natural for  a  Britifh  politician  to  ex- 
peft,'  that  ever  the  fupreme  execu- 
tive of  tlie  nation  can  long  exift,  af- 
ter the  fupieme  legiflative  fhall  be 
deprefled  and  deftroyed,  which  may 
God  forbid.  If  the  fupreme  execu- 
tive cannot  cxiii  long  in  Britain,  with- 
out the  fup]>ort  of  the  fupreme  Jegif* 
lative,  it  fliould  feem  very  reafonable, 
in  order  to  fupport  the  fame  fupreme 
executive,  at  the  diitance  of  a  thou- 
fand  tranfmarine  leagues  from  the 
metropolis,  tlierc  fliould  be,  in  fo  re- 
mote dominions,  a  free  legiflative, 
within  their  charter  limitations,  as 
well  as  rn  entirely  free  reprefentative 
of  the  fupreme  executive  of  his  Ma- 
jefty,  in  the  perfons  of  governors, 
judges,  jullices,  and  other  executive 
officers;  otiierwife  ftrange  effefts  are 
to  be  apprehended.  For  the  laws  of 
God  and  nature  are  invariable  :  a  po- 
litician may  apply  or  mifapply  thefe 
to  a  multiplicity  of  purpofes,  good 
or  bad ;  hut  thefe  laws  were  never 
made  for  politicians  to  alter.    Should 
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tlie  time  ever  come,  when  the  legifla-  difcord,  till  they  fliall  have  done  irre- 
tive  afiemblies  of  North  America  ihall  parable  mifchief.  You  will  do  a  fin- 
be  diffolved  and  annihilated,  no  more  gular  fervicc  to  both  countries,  if 
to  exift  again,  a  ftrange  political  phe-  poflible,  in  detefting  them.  In  the 
nomenon  will  prooably  appfear.     All  mean  time,  we  dcfire  you  would  make 


laws  both  of  police  and  revenue  muft 
then  be  made  by  a  legiflative  at  fuch 
a  diftance,  that  without  immediate 
infpiration,  the  local  and  other  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  governed  cannot 
poflibly  be  known  to  thofe  who  give 


known  to  his  Majefty's  minifters  the 
fentiments  of  this  houfe  contained  ia 
this  letter,  and  implore  a  favourable 
confideration  of  America.  . 

Signed  by  the  Speaker. 


and  grant  to  the  crown,  what  part  of   yigreeable  to  a  Vote  of  the  Houfe  ofRe- 


the  property  of  their  fellow-lubjcfts 
they  pleafe.  There  will  then  be  no 
affemblies  to  fupport  the  execution  of 
fuch  laws :  and  indeed,  while  exifting, 
by  what  rule  of  law  or  reafon  are  the 
members  pf  the  colony-afTemblies  ex- 
ecutive officers?  They  have,  as  re- 
prefentatives,  no  commiflion  but  from 
their  conlHtuents :  and  it  muft  be  dif- 
ficult to  fliow,  why  they  are  more 
obliged  to  execute  afts  of  parliament 
than  fuch  of  their  conftituents  ;is  hold 
no  commiflions  from  the  crown.  The 
moft  that  can  be  expefted  from  '-ither, 
is  fubmiffion  to  afts  of  parliamen: ; 
or  to  .lid  the  officers  as  individua  ^, 
or  part  of  the  poffe  comitatus  if  :  ?- 
quired.  It  would  feem  ftrange  to  ■_" 
on  the  reprefentative,  in  any  otlici 
way,  to  execute  laws  againft  their 
conftituents  and  themfelves,  which 
both  have  been  fo  far  from  confonting 
to,  that  neither  were  confulted  in 
framing  them.  Yet  it  was  objefted 
by  feme  to  the  American  affemblies, 
that  they  negleftcd  to  execute  the  ftamp 
adl :  and  that  their  relblvcs  tended  to 
raife  commotions ;  which  certainly 
was  not  the  cafe  here  :  for  all  the  lif- 
orders  in  Bofton,  in  which  any  damaf 
was  done  to  property,  happened  long 
before  the  reiolves  of  the  houfe  of  re- 
prefentativcs  here  were  pafTed. 

We  have  rerf  n  to  believe,  that  the 
nation  has  been  grofsly  niifinformed 
with  refpef.  to  the  temper  and  be- 
haviour of  the  colonifts,  and  it  is  to 
^e  feared  that  fome  men  will  not 
ceafe  to  fow  the  feeds  of  jealoufy  and 


prefentati'ves  of  Mafachufett^'s-Boff 
the  foUoiuitig  Petition  to  the  King, 
ivas  figned  by  the  &pcuhr,  by  their 
order  of  the  20th  Jan.  i  "68. 
An  humble  Petition  to  the  King's  moft 
Excellent  Majcjly. 
Mojl  Gracious  So'vereigny 
Your  Majefty's  faithful  f  jbjefts,  the 
reprefentativcs  of  your  province  of  the 
MafTachufctts-Bay,  with  the  warmeft 
fentiments  of  loyalty,  duty,  and  af- 
fedion,    be^  leave   to   arp^jach  the 
throne,  and  to  lay  at  yocr  Majefty's 
feet   tiieir  humbir  fupplications,    ia 
behalf  of  your  diftrefied  fubjcds  the 
people  of  the  province. 

Our  nnciiois,  the  firft  fcttlers  of 
this  couutry,  having  with  the  royal 
confent,  which  we  humbly  apprehend 
involves  the  confent  of  the  nation, 
and  at  their  own  great  expence,  mi- 
grated from  their  mother  kingdom, 
took  pofteffion  of  this  land,  at  that 
time  a  wildernefs,  the  right  whereof 
they  had  piirchafed  for  a  valuable 
confideration  of  the  council  eftablifli- 
ed  at  Pli mouth,  to  whom  it  had  been 
granted  by  your  Majefty's  royal  pfe- 
deceflbr  King  James  the  flrft. 

From  the  prin  .y  .js  of  loyalty  to 
their  fovereign  w  .i;h  will  ever  warm 
tiie  breaft  of  a  trui-  fubjedt,  though 
remote,  they  acknowledged  their  alle- 
giance to  the  Enghlli  crown :  and 
your  Majefty  will  allow  us  with  all 
humility  to  ihy,  that  they  and  their 
pofterity,  even  to  this  time,  have  af- 
forded frequent  and  fignal  proofs  of 
their  zeal  for  the  honour  and  fervice 
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of  their  prince,  and  their  firm  attach- 
ment to  the  parent  country. 

With  toil  and  fatigue,  perhaps  not 
to  be  conceived  by  their  brethren  and 
fellow- fubjedls  at  home,  and  with  the 
conftant  peril  of  their  lives,  from  a 
numerous,  favagc,  and  warlike  race 
of  men,  they  began  their  fettlement, 
and  God  profpefed  them. 

They  obtained  a  charter  from  King 
Charles  the  firft ;  wherein  his  Majefty 
was  pleafed  to  grant  to  them  and 
their  heirs  and  afligns  for  ever,  all  the 
lands  therein  defcribed,  to  hold  of 
him  and  his  royal  fucceflbrs  in  free 
and  common  foccage;  which  we 
humbly  conceive  is  as  abfolute  an  ef- 
tate  as  the  fubjedl  can  hold  under 
the  crown.  And  in  the  fame  charter 
were  granted  to  them,  and  their  pof- 
terity,  all  the  rights,  liberties,  privi- 
leges, and  immunities  of  natural  fub- 
jedts,  born  within  the  realm. 

This  charter  they  enjoyed,  having, 
as  we  moft  humbly  conceive,  punftu- 
ally  complied  with  all  the  condition* 
of  it,  till  in  an  unhappy  time  it  was 
vacated. — But  after  the  revolution, 
when  KirigWilliam  and  Queen  Mary, 
of  glorious  and  bleffud  memory,  were 
eftabliftied  on  the  throne :  in  that 
happy  reigii,  when  to  the  joy  of  the 
nation  and  its  dependencies,  the  crown 
was  fettled  in  your  MHJefty's  illuftri- 
ous  family,  the  inhabitants  of  this 
province  Ihared  in  the  common  blef- 
fing.  Then  they  were  indulged  with 
another  charter ;  in  which  their  Ma- 
jefties  were  pleafed  for  themfelves, 
their  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  to  grant 
and  confirm  to  them  as  ample  eftate 
the   lands  or  territories    as   was 
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granted  by  the  former  rfiartei-,  to- 
gether with  other  the  nioft  effcntial 
rights  and  liberties  contained  therein  : 
the  principal  of  which,  is  that  which 
your  Majefty's  fubjeds  within  the 
real  -  have  ever  held  a  moft  facred 
rigl.1,  of  being  taxed  only  by  repr?- 
featatives  of  tht-ir  own  fm  tleftion. 


Thus  blefled  with  the  rights  of 
Englifhmen,  through  the  indulgent 
fmiles  of  Heaven,  and  under  the  au- 
fpicious  government  of  your  Majelly 
and  your  royal  predeceflbrs,  your 
people  of  this  province  have  been 
happy,  aiid  your  Majefty  has  acquired 
a  numerous  increafe  of  loyal  fubjefts, 
a  large  extent  of  dominion,  and  a 
new  and  inexhauitible  fource  of  com* 
merce,  wealth  and  glory. 

With  great  fincerity  permit  us  to 
aflure  your  Majefty,  that  your  fub- 
jefts  of  this  province,  ever  have,  and 
ftill  continue  to  acknowledge  your 
Majefty's  high  court  of  parliament 
the  fupreme  legiflative  power  of  the 
whole  empire.  The  fuperintending 
authority  of  which  is  clearly  admitted 
in  all  cafes,  that  can  confift  with  the 
fundamental  rights  of  nature  and  the 
coaftitution,  to  which  your  Majefty's 
happy  fubjeds  in  all  parts  of  your 
empire  conceive  they  have  a  juft  and 
equitable  claim. 

It  is  with  the  deepeft  concern  that 
your  humble  fuppliants  would  repre- 
fent  to  yom  Majefty,  that  your  par- 
liament, the  reditude  of  whofe  in- 
tentions is  never  to  be  queftioned, 
has  thought  proper  to  pafs  diVers  afts 
inipoiing  taxes  on  your  Majefty's  fub- 
jedts  in  America,  with  the-fole  and 
exprefs  purppfe  of  raifing  a  re- 
venue. If  your  Majefty's  fubjeds 
here  (hall  be  deprived  of  the  honour 
and  privilege  of  voluntarily  contri- 
buting their  aid  to  your  Majefty,  in 
fupporiing  your  government  and  au- 
thority in  the  province,  and  defend- 
ing and  fecuraig  yoir  hts  and  ter- 
ritories in  America  hey  have 
always  hitherto  done  <^ici\  the  utmoft 
chearfulnefs :  if  thel'e  afts  of  parlia- 
ment ihall  remain  in  force,  and  your 
Majefty's  c'/roTT'.n,  in  Great  Britain 
fhali  continue  uj  exercifr  the  newer 
of  granting  the  property  of  their  fel- 
iow  fubjeds  in  this  jprovince,  your 

people 
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people  rouft  then  regret  their  unhap- 
py fate  in  having  only  the  name  left 
of  free  fubjedls. 

With  all  humility  wc  conceive  that 
a  reprefentation  of  your  Majefty's 
fubjcfts  of  this  province  in  the  parlia- 
ment, confidering  their  local  circum- 
ftancea,  is  utterly  imprafticable :  your 
Majefty  has  heretofore  been  gracioufly 

{(leafed  to  order  your  requiiitions  to  be 
aid  before  the  reprefentatives  of  your 
people  in  the  general  aflembly,  who 
have  never  failed  to  afford  the  necef- 
fary  aid  to  the  extent  of  their  ability, 
and  fometimes  beyond  it ;  and  it  would 
be  ever  grievous  to  your  Majefty's 
faithful  fubjedls  to  be  called  upon  in 
a  way,  that  ftiould  appear  to  them 
to  imply  a  diftruft  of  their  moft  ready 
and  willing  compliance. 

Under  the  moft  fenfible  impreffion: 
of  your  Majefty's  wife  and  paternal 
care  for  the  remoteft  of  your  faithful 
fubjefts,  and  in'  full  dependence  on 
the  royal  declarations  in  the  charter 
of  this  province,  we  moft  humbly 
befeech  your  Majefty  to  take  our  pre- 
fent  unhappy  circumftances  under 
your  royal  confideration,  and  afford 
us  relief  in  fu.h  manner  as  in  your 
Majefty's  great  wifdom  and  clemency 
fliall  ieem  meet. 


J  ktier  to  the  Right  Hon,  the  Earl 
of  Shelhurne,    one  of  his  Majejifs 
principal  Secretaries  of  State. 
Province  of  the   Majfachufetts-Baj, 
fan.   15,   1768. 
My  Lord, 
The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of 
this  his  Majefty's  province,  having 
had  experience  of  your  Lordfhip's  gc 
r.Tous  fentiments  of  his  Majefty's  moft 
loy,u  though  remote  fubjects  in  Ame- 
rica, and  of  your  noble  exertions  in 
their  behalf  in  the  late  time  of  their 
dilfrcfj,  beg  leave  to  lay  bcti  re  your 
Lordfhip's  view.,  the  new  Icenes  of 
difficulty,   which  ;i  e  again   opened 
4ip<)n  us,  and  to  implore  your  repeat- 
44  ioccrpoficion. 


Your  Lordfhip  is  not  infenflble, 
that  our  forefathers  were  in  an  un- 
happy reign  driven  into  this  wilder- 
nefs  by  the  hand  of  power ;  at  their 
own  expence  they  croffed  an  ocean 
of  three  thoufaad  miles;  and  pur- 
chafed  an  inheritance  for  themfelves 
and  their  pofterity,  with  the  view  of 
propagating  the  chriftian  religion, 
and  enlarging  the  Englifh  dominion 
in  this  diftant  part  of  the  earth. 
Through  the  indulgent  fmiles  of 
Heaven  upon  them,  though  not  with- 
out hardfhip  and  fatigue  unexperien- 
ced and  perhaps  hardly  to  be  con- 
ceived by  their  brethren  and  fellow- 
fubjcfts  in  their  native  land ;  and 
with  the  conftant  peril  of  their  lives 
from  a  numerous  race  of  men,  as 
barbarous  and  cruel,  and  yet  as  war- 
like as  any  people  upon  the  face  of 
the  earth,  they  increafed  in  their 
numbers  and  enlarged  their  fettle- 
ment.—They  obtained  a  charter  from 
King  Charles  the  firft,  wherein  his 
Majefty  was  pleafed  to  recognize  to 
them,  a  liberty  to  worftiip  God  ac- 
cording to  the  diflates  of  their  con- 
fcience  j  a  blcfling  which  in  thofe  un- 
happy times  was  denied  to  them  in 
their  own  country :  and  the  rights, 
liberties,  privileges,  and  immunities 
of  his  natural  born  fubjedls  within 
the  realm.  This  charter  they  en- 
joyed, having  punctually  fulfilled  the 
conditions  of  it,  till  it  was  vacated, 
as  we  conceive  arbitrarily,  in  the 
reign  of  King  Charles  the  fecond. 
After  the  revolution,  that  grand  aera 
of  Britifh  liberty,  when  King  Wil- 
liam and  Queen  Mary,  of  glorious 
and  blefTed  memory,  were  eftablifhed 
on  the  throne,  the  inhabitants  of  this 
province  obtained  another  charter ; 
in  which  the  moft  effential  rights  and 
privileges  contained  in  the  former 
were  reftored  to  them.  Thus  blefied 
with  the  liberties  ni  Knglilhmen,  they 
touiinued  to  increale  and  multiply, 
til!,  as  your  Lordlhip  knows,  a  dreary 
A  a  wilder- 
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wildernefs  h  become  a  fruitful  field, 
and  a  grand  fource  of  national  wealth 
and  glory. 

By  the  common  law,  my  Lord,  as 
well  as  fundry  A&a  of  parliament  from 
the  reign  of  Edward  the  third,  the 
children  of  his  Mnjeily's  natural  born 
fubjeAs,  born  paffing  and  repafling 
the  feas,  are  intitled  to  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  his  natural  fubjefts 
born  within  the  realm.  From  hence 
the  conclufion  appears  to  be  indifpu- 
table,  that  the  defcendants  of  his 
Majefty's  fubjefls  in  the  realm,  who 
migrated  with  the  confent  of  the  na- 
tion, and  purchafed  a  fettlemeut  with 
their  own  treafure  and  blood,  with> 
out  any  aid  from  the  nation;  who 
early  acknowledged  their  allegiance 
to  the  Crown  of  England  ;  and  have 
alwap  approved  themfclves  faithful 
fubjedb,  and  in  many  inftances  given 
fignal  proofs  of  their  loyalty  to  their 
King,  and  their  firm  attachment  and 
afFedlion  to  their  mother  country  : — 
The  conclufion  is  llrong,  that  exclu- 
five  of  any  confideration  of  the'r 
charter,  they  are  intitled  to  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  Britifh  conlli- 
tution  in  common  with  their  fellow 
fubjcfts  in  Britain.  And  it  is  very 
remarkably  the  fenfe  of  the  Britifh 
nation  that  they  are  fo  ;  as  appears 
by  an  Aft  of  Parliament  made  in  the 
13th  of  his  Idte  Majefty  King  George 
the  fecond.  The  preamble  of  that 
att  plainly  prefuppoles  it;  and  the 
purview  of  the  fame  aft  enables  and 
direfts  the  fuperior  court  of  judicature 
of  this  province,  *  court  erefted  i/y 
the  authority  of  the  general  court,  to 
1  "'turalize  foreigners  under  certain 
conditions ;  which  it  is  prcfumed  the 
wifdom  of  the  Parliament  would  not 
have  empowered  any  people  to  do, 
who  were  no;;  themjel'vcs  c^emed  na- 
iura!  born  i'ubjefts. 

The  fpirit  ot  the  law  of  nature  and 
nations  fuppoies  that  all  the  free  fub- 
jefts  of  any  kingdom,  are  entitled  e- 
^uaII/  to  all  the  rights  of  the  coaiU- 
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tution ;  for  it  appears  unnatural  and 
unreafonable  to  afHrm^  that  local  oir 
any  other  circumflances  can  juillyde.i 
prive  any  part  of  the  fubjefts  of  the! 
lame  Prince,  of  the  full  enjoyments 
of  the  right!  of  that  conftitution,  up- 
on which  the  government  itfelf  is 
formed,  and  by  which  fovereignty  and 
allegiance  are  afcertained  and  limited* 
But  your  Lordfhip  is  fo  thoroughly  ac-* 
quainted  with  the  extent  of  the  rights 
of  men  and  fubjefts,  as  to  render  it 
altogether  improper  to  take  up  an/ 
more  of  your  time  on  this  head. 

There  are,  my  Lord,  fundamental 
rules  of  the  conflitution,  which  it  is 
humbly  prefumed,  neither  the  fu-» 
preme  Jegiflative  nor  the  fupreme  ex* 
ecutive  can  alter.  In  all  free  flates 
the  conflitution  is  fixed :  it  is  from 
thence  the  legiflative  derives  its  au- 
thority; therefore  it  cannot  change 
the  conlHtution  without  deftroying  its 
own  foundation.  If  then  the  confti- 
tution of  Great-Britain  is  the  com- 
mon rights  of  all  Britifh  fubjefts,  it 
is  humbly  referred  to  your  Lordfhip's 
judgment,  whether  the  fupreme  legif- 
lative of  the  empire  may  rightly  leap 
the  bounds  of  it  in  tl  0  exercife  of 
power  over  the  fubjefts  in  America^ 
any  more  than  thofe  in  Britain. 

When  mention  is  made  of  the 
rights  of  American  fubjefts  and  the 
interefl  they  have  in  the  Britifh  con- 
flitution in  common  with  all  other 
Britifh  fubjefts,  your  Lordfhip  is  too 
canciid  andjufl  in  your  fentiments  to 
fuppofe  that  the  Houfe  have  the  mofl 
diflant  tlw^>ught  of  an  independency  on 
Great-Britain. — They  are  not  infen* 
iible  of  their  fecwity  and  happinefs  in 
their  conri«dion  w»«i  >nd  dependance 
on  eSie  moc/..^-fUt«.  Thefe,  my 
Lord,  are  the  fentiments  lA  the  Houle 
and  of  their  conflituents ;  and  they 
have  reafon  to  believe  they  are  the 
fentiments  of  all  the  colonies:  thofe 
whc  are  induftrioufly  propagating  in 
the  nation  a  different  opinion  of  the 
culoaiils,  are  not  Auly  doirg  the 
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greateft  injuftice  to  them,  bu|  an  ir- 
reparable injury  to  the  nation  itfelf. 

It  is  the  glory  of  the  Britifli  conili- 
tutioo  that  It  has  it;  foundation  in  the 
law  of  God  and  nature  :  it  is  e0*enti- 
9lly  a  natural  right  that  a  man  fball 
quietly  enjc^,  ^d  have  the  fole  dif- 
pofal  of  his  own  property :  this  right 
is  ingrafted  into  the  Briti(h  conilituti- 
oti.  and  is  familiar  to  the  American 
fubjeds :  and  your  Lordfhip  will 
judge  whether  any  necefli(y  can  ren- 
dt'r  it  juft  and  equitable  in  the  nature 
of  'hings,  that  the  fupreme  legiflative 
<of  the  empire,  fliould  impofe  duties, 
fubfidies,  talliages  and  taxes,  inters 
nal  or  external,  for  the  fole  purpofe 
pf  raiiing  a  reveni^e,  upon  fubjefts 
that  are  not,  and  cannot,  confidering 
their  local  circumdances,  by  any  pof^ 
jibility  be  equally  reprefented,  aiid 
confequently,  whofe  confent  c^i^not 
be  had  in  Parliament. 

The  fecurity  of  right  and  property 
is  the  great  end  of  government.  Sure- 
ly then  fuch  meafures  as  tend  to  ren- 
der right  aiid  property  precarious, 
tend  to  deftro>  both  property  and  go- 
vernment, for  thefe  mult  ftand  or  fall 
together. —  Property  is  admitted  to 
have  an  exiftence  in  the  fayage  ftate 
of  nature ;  and  jf  it  is  neceffary  for 
the  fupport  of  favage  !jfe,  it  by  no 
means  becomes  lefs  fq  in  civil  fociety. 
The  Houfe  intreats  your  Lordfliip  to 
pnfider,  whether  a  colonift  c^n  Ije 
conceived  to  have  any  property  which 
he  may  call  his  own,  if  it  may  be 
granted  away  bv  any  other  body  with- 
out his  confent :  and  they  fubinit  to 
your  Lordlhip's  judgment  whether 
this  was  not  adlually  done,  when  the 
aft  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  certain 
duties  on  paper,  glafs,  and  other  ar- 
ticles, for  the  fole  and  exprefs  pur- 
pofe of  raiftng  a  revenue  in  America, 
was  rogde.  It  is  the  judgment  cf 
Lord  Coke  that  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain  cannot  t^x  Ireland 
Vguia  milites  ad  Parliamentum  non  mit- 
tfiKi."    And  Sir  William  Jones,  afi 
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eminent  jurift,  declared  it  as  hit. 
opinion,  to  King  Charles  the  Second, 
that  he  could  no  more  grant  a  com^ 
miflion  to  levy  money  on  hij  fubjedls 
in  Jamaica,  without  their  confent  by. 
an  aflembly,  than  the;^  could  difcharjge 
themfelves  frot^i  th^ir  allegiance  tp 
the  crown, 

Your  Lordfhip  will  be  pleafed  to 
confider  that  Ireland  and  Jamaica 
'  were  both  conquered ;  which  cannot 
he  faid  of  any  of  the  colonies,  Cana- 
da excepted ;  the  argument  therefore 
is  ftronger  in  favour  of  the  colonies. 

Our  anceftors,  whpn  oppreffed  ii^ 
the  unfortunate  reign  of  James  the 
Second,  found  relief  by  the  interpofi- 
tion  of  the  Parliament :  but  it  is  the 
misfortune  of  the  colonies  at  prefent, 
that  by  the  intervention  of  that  pow- 
er they  are  taxed  ;  and  they  can  ap- 
peal for  relief  from  their  final  decifion 
to  no  power  on  earth,  for  there  is  no 
power  on  earth  above  them.  —  Your 
Lordfhip  wjll  indulge  the  jEIoufe  in 
expreffing  a  deep  concern  qpon  this 
occafton;  for  it  is  the  language  of 
reafon,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
greateft  writers  on  the  law  of  na- 
ture aiid  nations,  that  if  the  Parlia- 
ment fhould  make  any  confiderab^e 
change  in  the  confKtution,  and  the 
nation  fhould  be  voluntarily  filent  up- 
on it,  this  vyould  be  coi)fidered  as  an 
approbation  of  the  aft. 

But  the  Houfe  beg  leave  to  repre- 
fent  to  your  Lcrclfliip,  that  although 
the  right  of  the  Parliament  to  impofe 
taxes  on  the  colonies  without  a  repre- 
fentation  there  were  indifputable,  we 
humbly  conceive  it  may  be  made  fully 
to  appear  to  be  unequal  that  they 
fhould,  at  leaft  at  prefent.  Your 
Lordfhip  will  be  pleaied  to  remember 
that  by  aft  of  Parliament,  the  colo- 
nifls  are  prohibited  from  importing 
commodities  and  manufactures  of  the 
grqwth  of  Europe,  favinga  few  arti- 
cles, except  from  Great  Britain. 
This  prohibition  not  only  occafions  a 
much  greater  demand  upon  the  mo- 
A  a  a  ther- 
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fher-country  for  her  manufaftures, 
but  gives  the  mannfaAurers  there  the 
advantage  of  their  own  price  j  and 
can  it  bf  queftioned,  my  Lord,  but 
the  colonifls  are  oblieed  by  means  of 
this  policy,  to  purcliafe  the  Britifh 
manufaflures  at  a  much  dearer  rate, 
than  the  like  manufaftures  would  be 
purchafed  at,  if  they  are  allowed  to 
go  to  foreign  markets.  It  is  a  lofs 
to  the  colonics  and  an  equal  gain  to 
Great  Britain.  The  fame  reafoning 
liolds  good  with  refpedt  to  the  many 
Bfticles  of  their  produce,  which  the 
colonies  are  retrained  by  a£l  of  Parlia- 
ment from  fending  to  foreign  ports. — 
This  is  in  reality  a  tax  though  an  in- 
direA  one  on  the  colonies,  befides  the 
duties  of  excife  and  cuftoms,  laid 
"on  the  manufadlures  in  Great  Britain. 
A  celebrated  Britifli  writer  on  trade, 
computes  the  artificial  value  ariftng 
from  thefe  duties,  to  be  not  lefs  than 
fifty  per  cent.  Your  Lordfhip  will 
then  form  an  eflimate  of  the  part 
that  is  paid  by  the  colonics  upon  the 
importation  into  America,  which  is 
generally  faid  to  be  at  kaft  the  value 
of  two  millicas  fterling. 

The  Hoiifc  i.  not  at  this  time  com- 
plaining of  this  policy  of  the  mother 
Itate ;  but  beg  your  Lordfhip's  im- 
partial and  candid  confidcration,  whe- 
tbv-  ''  is  not  grievous  to  the  colonies 
to  be  ;;dditiOnally  taxed  upon  the 
commodities  of  Great  Britain  here  — 
and  to  be  folciy  charged  with  the  de- 
fending and  fecuring  his  Majcfty's  co- 
lonies, after  they  have  chearfully 
borne  their  full  proportion  of  main- 
taining his  Majefty's  rights  in  this 
part  of  his  dominions,  and  reducing 
his  enemies  to  terms  of  peace. 

Your  Lordfhip  will  allow  the  Houfe 
to  exprefs  their  fears  that  the  colonies 
have  been  mifreprefented  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  miniflers  and  the  Parliament, 
as  having  an  undutiful  difpofition  to- 
wards his  Majelly,  and  a  difafFeftion 
to  the  mother-kingdom.  It  has  till 
a  few  ycars-paft  been  the  nfage  for  his 
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Majelly's  requifitions  to  be  lain  be- 
fore  the  reprefentatives  of  his  peop'a 
in  America.  And  we  may  ventui^  to 
appeal  to  your  Lordfhip,  that  the 
people  of  this  province  have  been 
ready  to  afford  their  utmoft  aid  for 
his  Majefty's  fervice.  It  would  be 
grievous  to  his  moft  faithful  fubjefts, 
to  be  called  upon  for  aid  in  a  manner 
which  implies  a  miftrutt  of  a  free  and 
chearful  compliance  t  and  the  Houfe 
intreat  your  Lordfhip's  confideration, 
whether  our  enemies  at  leaft,  would 
not  infer  a  want  of  duty  and  loyalty 
in  us,  when  the  Parliament  have 
judged  it  neceffary  to  compel  us  by 
laws  for  that  purpofe  j  as  by  the  late 
ails  for  railing  a  revenue  in  America, 
and  the  &&.  for  preventing  mutiny 
and  defertlon  ;  in  the  latter  of  which 
the  governor  and  council  are  direfted 
to  fupply  the  King's  troops  with  enu- 
merated articles,  and  the  people  are 
required  to  pay  the  expence.  But 
belides,  your  Loidfliip  will  }udge 
whether  the  execution  of  this  ad\  can 
comport  with  the  exiftence  of  a  free 
Icgiliative  in  America. 

It  is  unnatural  to  exped,  that  the 
fupt-eme  executive  power  can  long 
exiil,  if  the  fupreme  legiflative  fhould 
be  diftreffed  and  deilroyed.  In  order, 
tlierefore,  to  fupport  the  fiipreme  ex-t 
ecuiive  of  his  Majefty,  at  fo  great^ 
diftance,  in  the  perlon  of  his  gover- 
nor, judges,  and  Other  executive  offi» 
cers,  it  leems  neceffary  that  there 
fhould  be  a  legiflative  in  America  as 
perfeclly  free,  as  can  confill  with  a 
iubordination  to  the  fupreme  legifla-r 
tive  of  the  whole  empire. 

Such  a  legiflative  is  conftituted  by 
the  royal  charter  of  this  province  :  in 
this  charter,  my  Lord,  the  King,  for 
himielf,  his  heirs  and  fucceffors,  grants 
to  the  general  afl'embly,  full  power 
and  authority  to  impole  and  levy 
proportionable  and  reafonable  aflbfT- 
nients,  rates  and  taxes  upon  the 
ellates  and  perfons  of"  the  inhabitants, 
to  be  jffued  and  difpofed  of,  by  war- 
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l^^nt  under  the  hand  of  the  governor, 
with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the 
council,  for  the  fervice  of  his  Ma- 
jefty,   in  the  neceflary  defence  and 
fuppori  of  his  government  of  the  pro- 
vince, and  the  proteftion  an4  pr«fer- 
vation  of  the  inhabitants,  according 
to  fuch  afts,   as  are  or  fhall  be  in 
ibrce  in  the  province.    And  the  Houfe 
are  humbly  of  opinion,  that  the  legif- 
lative  powers  in  the  feveral  colonies 
in  America  were  originally  ercfted 
iipoa  a  convidlion,  that  the  fubjefts 
there,   could  not  be  reprefent;pd  in 
the  fupreme  legiflative,   and   conle- 
quently  that  there  was  a  neceflity  that 
fuch  powers  Ihould  be  erefted. 
,    It  is  by  no  means,  my  Lord,  a 
jdifpofition  in  the  Koufe  to  difpute  the 
juft  authority  of  the  fupreme  legifla- 
tive of  the  nation,  that  induces  them 
thus  to  addrefs  your  Lordfhip  ;  but  a 
warm  fenfe  of  loyalty  to  their  prince, 
Rnd,  they  humbly  apprehend,  a  juft 
concern  for  their  natural  and  conlli- 
tutional  rights.    They  b6g  your  Lord- 
Ihip  would  excufe  their  trefpaifing  up- 
on your  lime  and  attention  to  the 
great  affairs  of  the  ftate :  they  apply 
JO  you  as  a  friend  to  the  rights  of 
mankind  and  of  Britifli  fubjefts.    As 
Americans'  they  implore  your  Lord- 
Ihip's  patronage,  and  beieech  you  to 
reprefent  their  grievances  to  the  King 
pur  fovereign,  and  employ  your  hap- 
Py  influence  for  their  relief. 
-,  •  Signed  by  the  Speaker. 

J  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Sey- 
mour Conway,  E/q;  one  of  hiS  Ma- 
jejifs  principal  Secretaries  of  State, 
.province  of  the   MaJJachuJetts-Bay, 
February  13,   1768. 
SIR, 

The  Houfe  of  rep|;pfentatives  of 
this  his  Majefty 's  province  have  ftill  the 
fenfible  impreflions  of  gratitude  upon 
their  minds,  for  the  fignal  and  luc- 
cefsful  exertions  you  were  pleafed  to 
make  for  them  when  the  liberties  of 
the  colonies  were  in  danger.  And 
althQugh  they  do  not  fall  immediately 


under  your  care  in  that  department, 
to  which  his  Majefty  has  been'  gra- 
tioufly  pleafed  to  appoi'nt  you ;  yet 
your  known  attachment  to  the  rightl 
of  fubjefls,  in  their  juft  extent,  the 
conftitutional  authority  of  the  fa* 
preme  legiflative  and  th6  preroga- 
tive  of  the  fovereign,  is  a  ftrong  in- 
ducement to  the  Houfe,  when  new 
gri'-'vances  happen,  to  implore  your 
repeated  aid.  Confcious  of  their  owa 
difpofition,  they  rely  upon  that  can- 
dour which  is  a  diftinguiflied  mark  of 
your  chaiafter.  And  however  tjicy 
may  have  been  reprefented  to  his 
Majefty's  minifters  as  undutiful,  tur^ 
bulent  and  fadlious,  your  fentiments 
are  too  generous,  to  impute  the  ex- 
preflions  of  uneafinefs  under  the  ope- 
ration of  any  particular  afts  of  the 
Britifli  parliament  to  a  peevlfli  or  dif- 
contented  habit,  much  lefs  to  the 
want  of  a  due  veneration  for  that 
auguft  afl!embly. 

This  Houfe  is  at  all  times  ready  to 
recognize  his  Majefty's  high  court  of 
parliament,  the  fupreme  legiflative 
power  over  the  whole  empire  ;  its  fu- 
perintending  authority,  in  nil  cafes 
confiflentwith  the  fundamental  rules  of 
the  conftitution,  is  as  clearly  admit* 
ted  by  his  Majefty's  fubjeils  in  this 
province  as  by  thofewithin  the  realm : 
fince  the  conftitution  of  the  ftate,  at 
it  ought  to  be,  is  fixed ;  it  is  humbly 
prefumed,  that  the  fubjefts,  in  every 
part  of  the  empire,  however  remote, 
have  an  equitable  claim  to  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  it. 

It  is  the  glory  of  the  Britifli  Prince, 
and  the  happinefs  of  all  his  iubjefts, 
that  their  conftitution  hath  its  loun- 
dation  in  the  immutable  laws  of  na- 
ture :  and  as  the  fupreme  legiflative 
as  well  as  the  fupreme  execuuve  de- 
rives its  authority  from  that  confti- 
tution, it  ftiouM  feem  that  no  laws 
can  be  made  or  executed,  that  are 
regugnant  to  any  eflential  law  in  na- 
ture. Hence  a  Britifli  fubjeft  is  hap- 
pily diftinguiflied  from  the  fubjefts  o( 
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Biany  other  ftates,  in  a  juA  and  well 
gronnded  opinion  of  his  own  fafety, 
which  is  thp  jptfkQxqn  of  political 
iiherty. 

It  'i$  acknowledged  to  Iff-  an  unal.r 
terable  law  in  nature,  that  a  mat) 
JDioutd  have  the  free  ufe  and  fote  dif. 
jpofal  of  the  fruit  of  his  hoiieft  indufr 
tiy,  fubjeft  to  no  controul,  The 
equity  of  this  principle  feems  to  have 
Keen  too  obvious  to  be  roifunderllood 
by  ihoCe  who  framed  the  conflitution ; 
intoiyhich  it  is  injgrafted  as  an  eftab- 
liihed  law..  It  is  Conceived  that  this 
principle  gave  rife  in  early  time  to  a 
Tepreientation  in  parliament ;  where 
every  individual  in  the  realm  has 
fince  been,  and  is  iUU  confidered  by 
adls  of  parliamei}!:  as  prefent  by  him- 
ifclf,  or  by  his  reprefentative  of  his 
own  free  eIe£lion  :  confequently,  the 
aid  aiTorded  there  to  the  lovereign  is 
not  of  the  nature  of  a  tribute,  bijt 
|he  free  and  voluntary  gift  of  all. 

The  Houfe  fubmi't  to  your  confide- 
ration,  whethef  his  Majefty's  fobjefts 
of  this  province,  or  any  of  them, 
can  be  confidcred  as  having  been 
prefent  in  parliament,  when  an  a£l 
pf  the  fourth  of  his  p};efent  Majefty's 
reign,  and  another  paJTed  the  laft  fef- 
fion,  were  made.  If  not,  it  feems 
to  be  conclu/ive,  that,  as  thofe  adls 
were  made  \yith  the  fole  and  exprefs 
pnrpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue  out  of 
America,  the  fubjefts  here  are  in 
thofe  inftances  unfortunately  deprived 
of  the  fole  difpofal  of  their  property, 
and  the  honour  and  privilege  of  con- 
tributing to  the  aid  of  their  fovereign 
by  a  free  and  voluntary  gift. 

The  people  of  this  province  would 
by  no  means  be  inclined  to  petition 
the  parliament  for  a  reprefentation. 
Separated  from  the  mother-country 
by  a  mighty  ocean,  and  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  three  thoufand  miles,  they 
apprehend  it  is,  and  ever  will  be, 
Btterly  impradUcable  that  ihey  fhould 
b^  ei^ually  reprefented  thcf e :    thpy 


have  always  been  confidered  by  thf 
nation  as  fubjedls  remote :  and  hif 
l\^ajefty's  royal  predeceflbrs  were  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  conftitute  by  char- 
ter a  fubprdinate  legiflative  in  the 
province,  as  it  is  conceived,  with  a 
yiew  of  preferving  to  their  remote, 
fubje£ls  the  unalienable  right  of  a  re- 
prefentatioi*.  By  this  charter  the  land) 
therein  defcribed  are  granted  to  the  in- 
habitants in  free  and  common  foccage : 
and  the  general  affembly  is  invellea 
with  the  power  of  impofing  and  levy- 
ing proportionable  and  reafonable  af7 
felFments,  rates  and  taxes,  upon  the 
cftates  and  perfons  of  the  inhabitants, 
for  his  Majefty's  fervice,  in  the  ne- 
ceftary  defence  and  fupport  of  his 
government  pf  the  province,  and  the 
proteftion  and  prefervation  of  the  in- 
habitants ;  and  of  ordaining  and  ef7 
tablifliing  all  manner  of  wnolefome 
and  reafonable  orders,  laws,  ftatutes 
and  ordinances,  direflions  and  in- 
ftruftions,  either  with  or  without  pe- 
nalties, as  they  (hall  judge  to  be  for 
the  good  and  welfare  of  the  province : 
and  as  a  fufKcient  check  upon  this 
fubordinate  power,  which  fecures  its 
dependance  on  the  fupreme  legifla- 
tive, no  law  can  be  made  repugnant 
to  the  laws  of  England;  and  all 
laws  that  are  made,  are  laid  before 
his  Majefty,  who  at  any  time  during 
three  years  after,  difannuUs  them  at 
his  royal  pleafure. 

All  that  is  defined  by  the  people 
of  this  province,  is,  that  they  n^ay 
bereftond  to  their  original  ftanding: 
they  may  venture  to  appeal  to  the 
nation,  that  they  have  never  failed 
to  afford  their  utmoft  aid  to  his  Ma- 
jelly  v.'henever  he  hath  required  it ; 
and  they  may  fay  it  without  vanity, 
that  in  many  irftances  from  their  fet- 
tlement,  they  have  given  ftriking 
proofs  of  their  zeal  for  the  hononr 
of  their  fovereign,  and  their  afreftion 
for  the  mother- (late.  Muft  it  not 
then   be  grievous  to  free  and  !  yal 
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InbjeAs,  to  be  called  upon  in  a  man- 
lier which  appears  to  them,  to  divell 
them  of  their  freedom,  and  fo  far  to 
impeach  their  loyalty  as  to  imply  a 
miftrull  of  their  chearflil  compliance 
With  his  Majefty's  royal  requifitions. 

The  Houfe  alfo  beg  leave  to  fub- 
tnit,  whether  the  people  can  continue 
free,  while  the  crown  in  addition  to 
its  uncontrovtrted  right  of  appoint- 
ing a  governor,  may  appoint  him 
fach.  ftipends  as  it  fhall  judge  fit,  at 
tl)e  expence  of  the  people,  and  with- 
out their  confent :  and  whether,  while 
the  judges  of  the  land,  at  fo  great 
a  diftance  from  the  throne,  the  foun- 
tain of  juftice,  may  be  altogether  in- 
dependent on  the  pepple  for  their 
fupport,  it  may  not  probably  happen, 
that  in  fome  future  time,  the  princi- 
ples of  equity  may  be  fubverted  even 
oo  the  bench  of  juftice,  and  the  peo- 
ple deprived  of  their  happinefs  and 
fecurity. 

The  Houfe  could  add,  that  by  re- 
ftraints  laid  upon  the  American  trade 
by  afts  of  parliament,  which  operate 
equally  to  the  advantage  of  Great- 
Britain  and  the  difatl  mtage  of  this 
and  the  other  colonies,  and  the  taxes 
which  the  inhabitants  here  eventually 
pay  as  the  confumers  of  the  Britifh 
manufaftures,  it  fhould  feem  to  be 
beyond  all  the  rules  of  equity,  that 
thefe  additional  burdens  Ihould  be 
laid  on  them.  Rut  they  would  not 
trefpafs  upon  your  time  and  atten- 
tion to  the  great  affairs  of  the  nation. 
They  beg  your  candid  confiderution 
of  the  unhappy  circumftances  of  the 
province,  and  hope,  that  vour  great 
intercit  in  the  national  councils,  fb 
far  as  fhali  appear  to  you  to  be  juft, 
will  be  employed  on  their  behalf. 
Signed  by  the  Speaker. 

J  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Marquis 

of  Rockingham. 
Province  of  the  Majfachufetts-Bay , 
January  Z2,  176S. 


C  U  M  B  N  T  S.  1^3 

My  Lord, 

The  Houfe  of  repfefcntatlves  of 
this  his  Majefty's  province  have  had 
the  honour  of  your  letter  of  the  7tli 
of  May  laftf  communioat<^d  to  them 
by  their  fpeaker,  and  thank  your 
Lordlhip  for  your  condefcenfiou,  in 
the  kind  fentiments  you  are  pleafed 
to  exprefs  of  his  Majefty's  good  f  ubje^ 
of  America  and  of  this  province. 
The  eftablilhing  the  harmony  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  her  colonies, 
is  a  fubjedt  which  your  Lordfhip  has 
judged  worthy  of  your  particular  at- 
tention :  and  the  exertions  which  yoii 
have  made  for  this  very  important 
purpofe,  claim  the  moft  grateful  ac- 
knowledgements of  the  Houfe.  Your 
fentiments  are  fo  nobly  extended  be- 
yond the  moft  diftant  partial  confide- 
rations,  as  muft  diftinguifh  you  as  a 
patron  of  the  colonies,  a  friend  to  the 
Britifh  conftitution,  and  the  rights  of 
mankind. 

Your  Lordfhip  is  pleafed  to  fay, 
that  you  will  not  adopt  a  fyftem  of 
arbitrary  rule  over  the  colonies ;  nor 
do  otherwife,  than  ftrenuoufly  refill 
where  attempts  fhall  be  made  to  throw 
off  that  dependency  to  which  the  co- 
lonies ought  to  fubmit.  And  your 
Lordfhip  with  great  impartiality  adds 
•'  not  only  for  the  advantage  of  Great 
"  Britain  but  for  their  own  real  hap- 
"  pinefs  and  fafety." 

This  Houfe,  my  Lord,  have  th« 
honour  heartily  to  join  with  you  in 
fentiment;  and  they  fpeak  the  lan- 
guage of  their  conftituents.  So  fen- 
fiblc  arc  t]\ey  of  their  happinefs  and 
fafety,  in  their  union  with  and  de- 
pendance  upon  the  mother  country, 
that  they  could  by  no  means  be  in- 
clined to  accept  of  an  independency 
if  offered  to  them.  Bur,  my  Lord, 
they  intrcat  your  confideration,  whe- 
ther the  colonies  have  not  reafon  to 
fear  fome  danger  of  arbitrary  rule 
over  them,  when  the  fupreme  power 
of  the  nation,  have  thought  proper  to 
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impofe  taxes  on  his  Majeftv's  Ameri- 
can fubjcfts,  with  tlie  fole  and  ex- 
prefs  purpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue, 
and  without  their  confcnt. 

My  Lord,  the  fuperintendinic;  f)Ovv- 
er  of  that  high  court  over  all  his  Ma- 
jefty's  lubjefts  in  the  empire,  and  in 
all  cafes  which  can  confilt  with  the 
iundamental  rules  of  the  conllitution, 
was  never  queftioned  in  this  province, 
nor,  as  the  Houfe  conceive,"  in  any 
other.  But  in  all  free  ftates  the  con- 
llitution is  fixed:  it  is  from  thence 
that  the  fupreme  legiflative  as  well  as 
the  fupreme  executive  decives.  its  au- 
thority: neither,  then,  can  break 
through  the  fundamental  rules  of  the 
coiiditu^ion,  without  dcilroying  their 
own  foundation. 

■  It  is  humbly  conceived,  that  all 
Jiis  Majcfty's  happy  fubjcfts,  in  every 

fart  of  his  wide  extended  dominions, 
ave  a  jull  and  equitable  claim  to  the 
rights  of  that  conllitution,  upon  which 
government  itfelf  is  formed,  and  by 
which  fovereignty  and  allegiance  is 
afcertained  ^nd  limited.  Your  Lord- 
Ihip  will  allo^  us  to  fay,  that  it  is  an 
effential  right  cf  a  Britifli  fubjert,  in- 
grafted into  the  conftitution,  or  if  your 
Lordlhip  will  admit  the  expirlilou,  a 
facred  and  unalienable  natural  right, 
quietly  to  enjoy  and  have  the  fole  dil 
pofal  of  his  own  property.  In  con- 
formity to  tliis,  he  afts  of  the  Britifli 
Parliament  decb  e,  that  every  indi- 
vidual in  the  realm,  is  prefent  in  his 
Majefty's  high  court  of  Parliament, 
by  hlSifelf  or  his  reprefentative  of  his 
own  f>-oe  eleftion.  But,  my  Lord,  n 
is  apprehended,  that  a  jult  and  equal 
repreti?ntation  of  the  fubjeds,  at  the 
dillance  of  a  thoufand  tranfmarine 
leagues  from  the  metropolis  is  utterly 
impraiiicable.  Upon  this  opinion, 
this  Ho6!e  humbly  conceive,  his  Ma- 
jelly's  royal  predeceffo-  .  hought  it 
equitable  to  form  iubc.  -1 1.  ■  legifla- 
tive powers  in  Amcrici  as  oerfedlly 
iiree  as  the  nature  of  chi  ';;^:>  /.;uld  ad- 


mit, that  {o,  their  remote  fubjcfti 
might  enjoy  a  right,  which  thofe 
within  the  realm  have  ever  held  fa- 
cred,  of  being  taxed  only  by  repre- 
fentativcs  of  their  own  free  eletlion. 

The  Houfe  beg  leave  to  obferve  tQ 
your  Lordfhip,  that  the  monies  that 
Ihall  arife  by  the  nil  lor  granting  to 
his  Majefty  certain  duties  on  paper, 
glaCs,  and  other  articles,  palled  iq 
the  laft  feflion  of  Parliament,  are  to 
be  applied,  in  the  firll  place,  for  the 
payment  of  the  necefiary  charges  of 
the  adminiftration  of  julUce,  and  the 
fupport  of  civil  government,  in  fuch 
colonies  where  it  fliall  be  judged  ne- 
ceflary;  and  the  refidue  for  defend- 
ing, protcdling  and  fecuring  the  co- 
lonies. They  intreat  your  Lordlhip's 
confideration,  what  may  be  the  con- 
fequence,  in  fome  future  time,  if  the 
crown,  in  addition  to  its  right  of  ap- 
pointing goveriv)rs  over  the  colonies, 
which  the  Houle  chearfuily  recogniz-e, 
fhould  appoint  them  fuch  ftipcnds,  as 
if  Ihall  judge  fit,  without  the  confent 
o!  the  people,  and  at  their  expence. 
And  as  the  judges  of  the  land  here  do 
not  hold  their  commifiions  during 
good  behaviour,  your  Lordfliip  will 
judge,  whether  it  may  not  hereafter 
happen,  that  at  fo  great  a  dillance 
trom  the  throne,  the  fountain  of  ju- 
nce,  for  w    It  of  an  adequate  check, 

irrupt  and  arbitrary  rule  m.iv  take 
p  ace,  even  within  the  colonies,  .  hich 
may  deprive  a  i-^ench  of  juftice  of  its 
glory,  and  the  people  of  their  happi- 
nefs  and  fafety. 

Your  Lordlhip's  juftice  ind  candor 
will  induce  you  to  believe,  that  what 
c-urenemie  may  have  taken  occafion 
to  reprefen  to  his  Majefty's  minillers 
and  the  Parliament,  as  an  undutiful 
difpofition  in  the  colonies,  is  nothing 
more  tl:  m  a  jult  and  firm  atti*.  hment 
to  their  natural  and  conftiiutional 
rights.  Jt  is  humbly  fubmittcd  to 
your  Lordlliip  whether  thefe  ideas 
are  well  founded.    And  while  this 
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province  and  the  colonies  IhaJl  con- 
tinue in  your  Lordfhip's  judgment  to 
be  faithful  and  loyal  fubjedta^  to  liis 
Majefty,  they  rely  upon  it,  that  your 
happy  influence  will  ever  be  employ- 
ed, to  promote  the  fentiments  of 
tenderncfs  as  well  as  juAicc  iti  the  pa- 
rent country. 

Signed  by  the  Speaker. 

A  letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Cam- 
.  de/i.  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Great 

Britain, 
Province  of  the   M^Jfachufetts-Bay, 
Jail.  29,  1768. 
My  Lord, 
Your  great  knowledge  of  the  con- 
(litution  .ind  laws  of  tlic  nation,  of 
the  juft  extent  of  parliamentary  au- 
thority, and  the  rights  of  Britilh  fub- 
jeds,  is  a  prevailing  inducement  to 
the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  this 
his   Majefty's    province,    to    addrefs 
your  Lordfliip,  at  a  time  when  your 
attention  to  theBiitifh  colonies,  their 
connexion  with  and  dependancc  upon 
the  mother  ftate,  and  their  rights  as 
fubjefts,  feems  to  be   neceffary  and 
important,  not  to  them  alone,  but  to 
the  whole  empire. 

This  Houfe  can  fpeak  only  for  the 
people  of  one  province:  bur  no  af- 
fembly  on  this  continent,  it  is  pre- 
fumed,  can  long  be  filent,  under  an 
apprehenficn,  that  without  the  aid  of 
fome  powerful  advocate,  the  liberties 
of  America  will  foon  bano  more. 

It  is  a  caufe  which  the  Houle  is 
affurcd  your  Lordfhip  has  at  heart : 
and  the  pall  experience  of  your  pa- 
tronage, and  the  noble  exertions  you 
were  pleafed  to  make  for  them  in  a 
late  time  of  diftrefs,  affords  the  llrong- 
eft  reafon  to  hope  that  your  happy 
influence  will  Itill  be  employed  in 
their  behalf,  as  far  as  your  Lordfliip 
ihall  judge  to  be  right. 

If  in  all  free  ftates,  the  cpnftitu- 
^  n  is  fixed,- and  the  fupreme  legif- 
L  ve  powQr  of  the  nation,  from 
thence  derives  its  authority  ;  can  that 
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power  overleap  the  bounds  .qf  the 
conAitution,   without  fubvcrting  its 
own  foundation  i  If  the  lemotcft  fut- 
jedls,  arc  bound  by  the  tics  of  alle- 
giance, which  this  people  and  tjieir 
forefathers  have  ever  acknowledged  ; 
are  they  not  by  the  rules  of  equity, 
intitled  to  all  the  rights  of  tlut  con- 
Aitution, which  aCcertains  and  limits 
both  fovereig|ncy  and  alleeiMnce?  If 
it  is  an  efl'ential  unalterable  light  tn 
nature,  ingrafted  into  the  Britilh  con- 
ftitution  as  a  fundamental  Uw,  and 
ever  held  facred  and  irrevocable  by 
the  fubjefb  within  the  realm,  that 
what  is  a  man's  own  is  abfolutely  his 
own  ;  and  that  no  man  hath  a  right 
to  take  it  from  him  without  his  con- 
fcnt ;    may  not  the  fubjet^s  of  this 
province,    with   a  decent    firmnefs, 
which  has   always  diflinguiflied  ibe 
happy  fubjcfts  of  Britain,  plead  and 
maintain   tliis  natural   conlUtutioiutl 
right  ? 

'I'he  fuperintending  authority  of 
his  Majefty's  high  court  of  parlia- 
ment over  the  whole  empire,  in  all 
cafes  which  can  confift  with  the  fun- 
damental rights  of  the  conftitutiqn, 
was  never  queftioned  in  this  province, 
nor,  as  this  Houfe  conceive,  in  an/ 
other :  but  they  intreat  your  Lord- 
ftiip's  refleftion  one  moment,  ga  ^n 
ait  of  parliament  paflTed  the  lafl:  fef- 
fion ;  and  another  in  the  fojirth  «f 
his  prcfcnt  Majefty's  reign.;  both  im- 
pofing  duties  on  his  fubjeds  in  !Atne- 
rica,  which  as  they  arc  impofed  with 
the  fole  and  expreis  purpofe  pf  raiflng 
a  revenue,  are,  in  effeA,  taxes.    The 
pofition,  that  uxation  and  reprefen- 
tation  are  infeparable,  is  found?d  on, 
the  immutable  laws  of  nature  '.■  but 
the  Americans  had  no  repreientation 
in  the  parliament,  when  they  were 
taxed :    are  they  not  then  pnfort^- 
nate  in  thefe  inftances,   in  having 
that  feparatcd,  which  Goj  and  na- 
ture had  joined  ?  Such  4r£  the  local 
circumfifances  of  the  colomes^  'at  the 
B  b  diftance 
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diftance  of  a  thoufand  leagues  from  in  this  province,  and  undoubtodTy  in 
the  metropolis,  aiid  feparated  by  a  all  the  colonies,  however  they  may 
wide  ocean,  as  wall  for  ever  render  a     '-- —  "^  ..       •/•  .<-.,. 

juftand  equal  reprefentationi  in  the  fu- 
preme  legiflative,  utterly  impradtica 


ble.  Upon  this  confidcration,  it  is 
conceived,  that  his  Majefty's  royal 
predeceifors  thought  it  equitable  to 
form  legiflative  bodies  in  America, 
as  perfectly  free  as  a  fubordination  to 
the  fupreme  legiflative  would  admit 
of,  that  the  inelUmable  riorht  of  being 
laxed  only  by  repreftntatives  of  their 
own  free  eleftion,  might  be  prefer ved 
and  fecured  to  their  fubjcfls  here. 
The  Americans  kive  ever  been  con- 
£dered  by  the  nation  as  fubjefls  re- 
mote ;  and  fucceeding  kings,  even  to 
the  prefent  happy  reign,  and  until 

'  thefe  a£ts  were  made,  have  always 
direAed  their  requifltions,  to  be  laid 

.  before  the  reprefentatives  of  their 
people  in  America,  with  which  this 
province,  and  it  is  prefumed,  all  the 
other  colonies,  have  with  the  utmoft 
chearfulnefs  com'plied.     Mull  it  not 


have  been  otherwife  reprefented  to 
his  Majefly's  minifters,  are  loyal: 
they  are  firmly  attached  to  the  mother 
ftate  :  they  always  conflder  her  inter- 
eft  and  their  own  as  infeparably  in- 
terwoven, and  it  is  their  fervent  wilh 
that  it  may  ever  fo  remain  :  all  they 
defire  is,  to  be  reftored  to  the  ftand- 
ing  upon  which  they  were  originally 

f)nt ;  to  have  the  honour  and  privi- 
ege  of  voluntarily  cqntributitag  to 
the  aid  of  their  fovereign,  when  re- 
quired: thev  are  free  fubje^ls;  and 
it  is  hoped  tne  natio  /ill  never  con- 
flder  them  as  in  a  trx      ary  ftate. 

It  is  humbly  fubmitted  to  your 
Lordftiip,  whether  fubje£ls  can  be 
faid  to  enjoy  any  degree  of  freedom, 
if  the  crown  in  addition  to  its  un- 
doubted authority  of  conftitnting  go-' 
vernors,  fhould  be  authorized  to  ap- 
point fuch  ftipends  for  them,  as  it 
fliall  judge  proper,  at  their  expence, 
and  without  their  confent.     This  is 


then  be  grievous  to  fubjefts,  who  have    theunhappy  ftatetowhichhisMcjefty's 
in  many  repeated  inftances  afforded     fubjefts  in  the  colonies  are  reduced. 


the  firongeft  marks  of  loyalty  and 
zeal  for  the  honour  and  fervice  of 
c.'".eir  fovereign,  to  be  now  called  up- 
on, in  a  manner,  which  implies  a 
diftruft  of  a  free  and  willing  compli- 
ance ?  Such  is  the  misfortune  of  the 
colpnifts,  not  only  in  the  inftances 
before-mentioned,  bnt  alfo  in  the  cafe 
of  the  aft  for  preventing  mutiny  and 
defertion ;  which  requires  the  gover- 
nor and  council  to  provide  enumera- 
ted articles  for  the  King's  marching 
troops,  and  the  people  to  pay  the  ex 
pence. 

This  is  a  great  change ;  and  in  its 
nature  delicate  and  important.  Your 
Lordfhip  will  form  your  own  judge- 
ment of  the  wifd  ^m  of  making  fuch 


by  the  aft  for  granting  certain  duties 
on  paper,  and  other  articles.  A  pow- 
er without  a  check  is  always  unfafe  ; 
and  in  fomc  future  tinie  may  intro- 
duce an  abfolute  >,-"ernment  into 
America.  The  judges  of  the  land 
here  do  not  hold  their  commiflions 
during  good  behaviour:  is  it  n)t 
then  juftly  to  be  apprehended,  that 
at  fo  great  a  diftance  f.3m  the  throne, 
the  fountain  of  national  juftice,  with 
falaries  altogether  independent  of  the 
people,  an  arbitrary  rule  may  take 
effeft,  which  ftiall  deprive  a  bench 
of  juftice  of  its  glory,  and  the  people 
of  their  fecurity. 

When  a  queftion  arifes  on  tlie  pub- 
lic adminiftration,    the   nation   will 


a  change,  without  the  ihoft  prefling  judge  and  determine  in  conformity  to 
reafon,or  an  abfolute  neceifity.  There  its  political  conftitutipn  :  the  great 
can  be  no  neceffity,  my  Lord,  as  this  end  of  the  Britifli  conflitotion  is  uni- 
Houfe humbly  conceive:  the  fubjefts    verfal  liberty ;  and  this  Houfe  refts 
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a/Tttred,  that  your  Lordfhip's  great  in- 
tereft  in  the  national  councils  will  al- 
ways be  engaged  on  the  fide  of  liber- 
ty and  truth. 

Signed  by  the  Speaker. 

■MM!     ■■  l^l»«M— M^»^fcB 

A  letter  to  the  Right  Han.  the  Earl  of 

Chatham, 
Province  of  the  Majfachnfetti-Btty^* 

'Feb.  2,  1768. 
.     My  lor4, 

.  The  particular  attention  you  were 
pleafcd  to  give  to  the  interen  of  the 
American  TubjeAs  when  their  rights 
were  in  danger,  and  your  noble  and 
fuccefsful  efforts  in  fupport  of  them, 
have  left  in  the  breads  of  all,  the  in- 
delible marks  of  gratitude.  '  I  he 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  this  his 
Majefty's  province,  having  reafon  to 
be  aflured,  that  in  every  inilance  of 
your  public  condud,  you  are  influen- 
ced by  the  principles  of  virtue  and  a 
dilintereiled  public  affeflion,  beg 
leave  to  manifcll  to  your  Lordfhip, 
a  tellimony  of  their  full  confidence 
in  you,  by  imploring  your  repeated 
aid  and  patronage  at  this  time  when 
the  cloud  again  gathers  thick  over 
them.  I 

It  niuft  afford  the  utmod  fatisfac- 
■  tlon  to  the  dillreffed  colonifts,  »o  find 
your  Lordftiip  fo  explicitly  declaring 
your  fentiments  in  tha^  grand  prin- 
ciple in  nature,  "  that  what  a  man 
hath  honeftly  acquired  is  abfolutely 
and  uncontroulably  his  own."  This 
principle  is  ellahlilhed  as  a  fuikia- 
mental  ruje  in  the  Britifh  conAitu- 
tion,  which  eminently  hath  its  foun- 
dation in  the  laws  of  nature;  and 
confequently  it  is  the  indifputable 
right  of  All  men,  more  efpecially  of 
a  Britifh  fubjedt,  to  be  prefent  in  per- 
fon,  or  by  reprefentation,  in  the  body 
where  he  is  taxed. 

But  however  fi:(ed  your  Lordfliip. 
and  fome  others  may  be  in  this  cardi- 
nal point,  it  is  truly  mortifying  to  many 
of  his  MajeJdy's  free  and  loyal  fub- 
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je^,  that  even  in  the  Britifli  parlia- , 
ment,  that  fau^isuary  of  liberty  and 
joiUce,  a  different  ientiment  feems  of. 
late  to  have  prevailed. 

Unwilling  to  intruds  U|)0ft  your  at- 
tention to  the  great  affairs  of  fiate, 
'  he  Houfe  wouldonly  refer  your  Lord- 
fhip  to  an  aSt  pafied  in  the  fourth' 
year  of  the  prefent  reigv,  and  another 
in  the  laftfeffion  of  parliament ;  both 
impofing  duties  on  the  Americans, 
who  were  QOt  reprefented,  with  the 
fole  and  exprels  pi^pofc  of  raifuig  a 
revenue.    What,  my  Lord,  have  the 
colonifts  done  to  forfeit  tl  e  character, 
and  privilege  of  fubjefls,  and  to  be 
reduced  in  effect  to  a  tributary  ftate  ? 
This  Ho^fe  may  appeal  to  the  nation, 
that  the  utmoft  aid  of  the  people  has 
been  chearfully  given  when  his  Ma- 
jelly  required  it :  often,  oa  their  own 
motion,  and  when  almoft  ready  to 
fuccumb  under  the  expence  of  defend- 
ing their  own  borders,  their  zeal  has 
carried  their  abroad  for  the  honour  of 
their  fovereign,  and  the  defence  of  his 
rights :  of  this,  Diy  Lord,  not  to  mention 
any  more,  the  redu£lion  of  Louifbuivh. 
in  the  year  1 745 ,  and  the  defenceof  his 
Majefty's  garrifon  at  Annapolis,an''.  of 
all  Nova  Scotia,  will  be  landing  monu- 
ments. Can  there  then  be  a  neceifity  for 
fo  great  a  change,  and  in  its  nature  fb 
delicate  ai\d  important,  that  inftead 
of  having  the  honoar  of  his  Majefty's, 
requifitions  laid  before  their  reprefen- 
tatives here,  as  has  been  invariably 
the  ufage,  the  parliament  ihould  now 
tax  them  without  their  confent  ? 

The  enemies  of  the  colonifts,  for 
fuch  they  unfortunately  have,  may 
have  reprefented  them  to  his  Majefty's 
minifters,  and  the  parliament,  as  fac- 
tious, undutiful,  diftoyal:  they,  my 
Lord,  are  ec|ually  the  enemies  of  Bri- 
tain :  fuch  IS  your  extenfive  know- 
ledge of  mankind,  and  the  fentiments 
and  difpofi.tion  of  the  colonies  in  ge- 
neral, that  this  houfe  would  freely 
venture  to  reft  the  character  of  iheir 
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cOhMtuents  in  year  Lordfliip's  judg- 
nient :  furely  it  is  no  ill  dirrx>fition  in 
the  loyal  fubjeAs  of  £  patiiot  king, 
with  a  decency  and  firmnefs  adapted 
t&  thfrir  charafier,  to  aflert  their  free- 
dom. 

Th^  colonies,  as  this  Houfe  hum- 
bly conceive,  cannot  be  reprefented 
ill  the  British  pailiament :  their  lo- 
cal circbmftances,  at  the  diftance  of 
a  thoafand  leagues  beyond  the  teas, 
foriTids,  and  will  for  ever  render  it 
iApt'aAicab!e  :  this  they  apprehend, 
wds'the  reafon  that  hisMajefty's  royal 
predcceffors  faw  fit  to  ereft  Subordi- 
nate legiflatlve  bodies  in  America  as 
perfeftfy  free  as  the  nature  of  things 
would  admit,  that  their  remote  fub- 
jeft?  might  enjoy  that  ineilimable 
tigM,  a  reprefcn ration.  Such  a  le- 
giUative  is  conftituted  by  the  royal 
chflrtei*  of  this  province.  In  this 
chai'ttr,  the  King,  for  himfelf,  his 
heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  grants  to  the  in- 
habitants all  the  lands  and  territories 
thefeirt  deicribed,  in  free  and  com- 
mon foccage ;  as  ample  eftate  as  the 
fubjefti  can  hbld  under  the  crown ; 
together  with  all  the  rights,  liberties, 
privileges,  and  immunities  of  his  na- 
tural fubje£ts-born  within  the  realm  ; 
of  which  the  moil  elfential  is  a  power 
invefted  in  the  general  aflembly  to 
levy  proportionable  and  reafonable 
eaxes  on  the  eftates  and  perfons  of 
the  inhabitants,  for  the  fervice  of  his 
M'ajefty,  and  the  neceffary  defence 
atid  fupport  of  his  government  of  the 
provirtce,  and  the  proteftion  and  pre- 
fervation  of  the  inhabitants.  But 
thotigh  they  were  originally,  and  al- 
waysj  fince  their  fettlement,  have 
been  confidered  as  fubjefts  remote, 
they  ftiaVe  ever  cheriihed  a  warm  af- 
fe£6oti  for  the  mother  ftate,  and  a 
regard  for  the  intereft  and  Tiappinefs 
of  their  fellow  fubjefts  in  Britain. 
If  then  the  colonies  are  charged  with 
the  moA  diftaut  thought  of  an  inde- 
l^ertdenty^,  your  Lordlhip  may  be  af- 
iured,  that,  with  refpeit  to  the  peo» 


pie  of  this  province,  and  it  is  pre- 
fumed,  of  all  the  colonies,  the  charge 
is  uhjuft. 

Nothing  would  have  prevailed  up- 
on  the  Houfe  to  have  given  your 
Lordihip  this  trouble,  but  the  necef- 
fity  of  a  powerful  advocate,  when 
their  liberty  is  in  danger :  fuch  they 
have  more  than  once  found  you  to  bej 
and  as  they  humbly  hope  they  have 
never  forfeited  your  patronage,  they 
intreat  that  your  great  intereft  in  the 
national  councils  may  Hill  be  em- 
ployed in  their  behalf,  that  they  may 
be  reftored  to  the  Handing  of  free 
fubjefts. 

That  your  Lordfliip  may  enjoy  A 
firm  flate  of  health,  and  long  be  con-, 
tinoed  a  great  bleffing  to  the  nation 
and  her  colonies,  is  the  ardent  wifh 
of  this  Hoafe. 

Signed  by  the  Speaker. 

J  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Ltrdi 
CommiJJioHers  of  the  Trea/ury, 

Province  of  the  Majfachufetts-Bajt 
February  ij,   1768. 

Mj  Lirds, 

The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of 
this  his  Majelty's  province  beg  leave 
to  lay  before  your  Lordfhips  the  great 
difficulties  to  which  they  are  reduced, 
by  the  operation  of  divers  adh  of  Par- 
liament, impofing  duties  to  be  levied 
on  the  fubjcfts  of  the  American  colo- 
nies, and  made  with  the  fole  and  ex- 
prefs  purpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue : 
and  beg  the  favour  of  your  candid 
judgment  and  great  intereft  in  the 
national  councils  for  their  redrefs. 

As  their  conftituents  are  not  in  any 
manner  reprefented  in  the  Parlia- 
ment, they  cannot  fo  much  wonder, 
that  taxes  and  burdens  are  laid  lipon 
tTiem,  which  they  humbly  apprehend 
could  have  been  made  to  appear  to  b« 
beyond  all  bounds  of  equity  and  pro* 
portion  ;  and  this  confideration  they 
are  fure  would  have  had  its  due  weight 
lit  the  Britiih  houfe  of  Gommons. 
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By  aft  of  Parliament,  your  Lord- 
ftips  are  fenfible,  that  the  colonies 
Are  rcHrained  from  importing  com- 
modities, the  growth  Or  ihanufac-- 
ture  of  Europe,  faving  a  few  arti- 
cles, except  from  Great  Britain  :  by 
this  policy,  the  demand  of  Britim 
manufactures  from  the  colonies  is 
greatly  increafed  ;  and  the  manufac- 
turers have  the  advantage  of  their  own 
prite.  Hence  it  .appears,  that  what 
IS  gained  by  the  lubjefts  in  Great 
Britain,  is  a  lofs  to  thole  in  America ; 
for  there  can  be  no  doubt,  as  this 
Houfe  (^oncdv^,  but  that  if  the  colo- 
nics wire  allowed  to  purchafe  fuch 
commodities  st  foreign  markets,  they 
ihight  have  them  at  a  cheaper  rate; 
or,  which  is  the  fame  thing  to  them, 
the  Britiih  manufaAurers  would  be 
tieceflitated  to  reduce  their  price. 
Thus  alfo,  with  regard  to  the  many 
itiides  of  their  produce,  which  the 
Colonies  are  by  aa  of  Parliament  re- 
ftrained  from  fending  to  foreign  ports : 
this  occafioned  a  gteat  plenty  of  Ame- 
rican e;q>orts,  and  oftentimes  a  glut 
&i  the  Britilh  markets,  which  always 
diminilhes  the  price,  and  makes  a 
lofs  to  the  American,  and  an  equal 
gain  to  the  fubjedt  in  Britain.  This 
I'egulation,  evidently  defigned  in  fa- 
vour of  thofe  of  his  Majefiy's  fubjeAs 
inhabitiitg  in  Great  Britain,  the  houfe 
is  not  at  this  time  complaining  of: 
but  they  beg  your  Lordftiips  conflde- 
ratioti,  whether,  in  addition  to  thefe 
burdens,  it  is  not  grievous  to  their 
conftituents,  to  be  obliged  to  pay  du- 
ties on  Britiih  nianntadtures  here : 
efpeciatly  coniidering,  that,  as  the 
confumers  of  rhofe  mannfaAures,  they 
pay  a  great  proportion  of  the  duties 
and  taxes  laid  upon  th$m  in  Britain. 
It  is  computed  by.  a  late  celebrated 
Britifli  writer,  that  the.artificial  value 
arifing  from  thefe  duties  are  not  lefs 
than  fifey  per  cent.  Your  Lordfliips 
will  then  iorm  an  eilimate  of  the  part 
that  is  paid  annually  upon  the  impor 
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tation  into  America,  which  is  gene- 
rally allowed  to  be  at  leaft  two  mil- 
lions llerli'ng.-^So  great  are  the  ad- 
vantages ariung  yearly  to  Great  Bri- 
tain from  the  colonies,  molt  of  which, 
it  is  faid,  were  fettled,  and  have  been 
maintained  and  defended,  till  within 
a  very  few  years,  folelyat  their  own 
expence :  this  Houfe  can  affirm  for 
one  province  only. 

But  the  bearing  an  unequal  fhars 
of  the  public  burthens,  though  a  real 
grievance,  is  of  but  fmall  coniidera- 
tion,  when  compaied  with  another, 
in  the  mentioning  of  which,  the 
Houfe  begs  your  Lordlhip's  indul- 
gence. The  duties  levied  in  Ameiica, 
by  virtue  of  the  aforementioned  adls, 
were  impofed  with  the  fole  and  ex- 
prefs  purpufe  of  raifing  a  revenue; 
and  are  to  be  applied,  in  the  firft 
place,  for  making  a  more  certain  and 
adequate  proviiion  for  the  charge  of 
the  admini^ration  of  juftice,  and  the 
fupport  of  civil  government,  in  fuch 
coloi^ies  where  it  ihall  be  found  ne- 
Cef^ry ;  and  the  reftdue  is  from  time  to 
tinte  to  be  difpofed  of  by  Parliament, 
towaitis  defraying  the  necefTary  ex- 
pences  of  defending,  proteding,  and 
fecuring  the  colonies.  It  is  humbly 
fubmitted,  whether  his  Majefty's  com- 
mons ,  in  Britain  have  not,  by  thefe 
afts,  granted  die  property  of  their 
fellow  fubjeds  in  America,  without 
their  confent  in  Parliament.  Your 
Lordfliips  will  allow,  that  it  is  an  un- 
alterable rule  in  equity,  that  a  man 
fhallhaVe  the  free  ufe  and  the  fole 
difpofal  of  his  property.  This  origi- 
nal principle,  to  the  laliing  honour 
of  our  Briulh  anccftors,  was  in  early 
tinl^bgrafted  into  the  Britifli  confti- 
tution,  and  is  the  greateft  fecurity,  as 
well  as  the  brightefl:  ornament  of  a 
Britifli  fubjedl.  It  adds  to  the  real 
grandeur  of  the  Britifli  monarch, 
whofe  happy  fubjeAs  have  an  unflia- 
ken  opinion  of  their  o\<'n  fafety, 
which  IS  the  perfedUon  of  political 
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hberty:  fuch  a  conftitution  ihall  in 
futuft  ages  1)6  aiiniired,  when .  the 
names  .of  tyrants  and  their  vaflals 
Aall  be  alike  forgot.  This  conftitu- 
tion,  my  Lords,  is  fixed  :  it  is  froni 
thence  that  all  power  in  the  flate  de- 
rives its  authority :  therefore,  no 
power  can  exceed  t\it  bounds  of  it 
without  deftroying  its  own  foundati- 
on. It  is  conceived,  that  even  the 
lemoteA  and  moil  inconfiderable  fub- 
jeA  hath  an  equitable  claim  to  the 
Deneiit  of  the  fundamental  rules  of 
"^the  conllitution;  for  all  Britifh  fub- 
jefts  are  alike  free.  The  bleffings  of 
the  Britifh  conftitution  will  for  ever 
k^ep  the  fubjeds  in  this  province 
bnited  to  the  mother  ftate,  as  long  as 
Ite  fcntiments  of  liberty  are  preicrv- 
ed :  but  what  liberty  can  remain  to 
fhem,  when  their  property,  the  fruit 
of  their  toil  and  induftry,  and  the 
prop  of  all  their  future  hopes  in  Hie, 
nay  be  taken  from  them  at  the  dif- 
cretion  of  others  i  They  have  never 
been  backward  in  affording  their  aid 
to  his  Majefty,  to  the  extent  of  their 
ability :  they  can  fay  withom  vanity, 
and  they  may  be  allowed  to  boaA, 
that  from  the  days  of  their  anceftors, 
no  fubjefts  have  given  more  fignal 
proofs  of  zeal  for  the  fervice  and  ho- 
nour of  their  fovereign,  and  alFedlion 
for  the  parent  country  :  It  has  ftill  of 
fate  been  the  invariable  ufage  for  his 
Majelly's  requlAtions  to  be  laid  befpre 
their  own  reprefenta^ives  i  and  their 
aid  ha!s  not  been  tnbutary,  but  the 
free  and  voluntary  gift  of  all:  the 
change  is  in  its  nature  delicate  and 
important;  your  Lordihips  will  judge 
whether  there  be  any  neceffity  or  pref- 
£ng  reafons  of  it :  the  Houfe  are  not 
infenfible  that  the  colonies  have  their 
enemies,  who  may  have  reprefented 
them  to  his  Majefty's  minillers  and 
the  Parliament  as  feditious,  diHoyal, 
and  difpofed  to  fet  up  an  indepen- 
dency on  Great  Britain :  but  they 
rely  upon  the  candour  of  your  Lord- 
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fhips  judgment :  they  can  pffirm,  that 
witnregard  to  this  province,  and,  they 
prefume,  all  the  colonies,  the  charge 
is  injurious  and  unjuil  i  ^he  fuperin- 
tending  authority  of  his  Majelly's 
high  court  of  Parliament,  the  ftijpreme 
legidative  over  the  whole  empire,  is 
as  clearly  admitted  here  as  in  Britain ; 
fo  far  as  is  confident  with  the  funda- 
mental rules  of  the  conftitution :  and, 
it  is  prefumed,  it  is  i^ot  further  ad- 
miflfable  there. 

The  Houfe  are  humbly  in  opinion, 
that  a  reprefentation  ol' their  conllitu-. 
ents  in  that  high  court,  by  reafot)  of 
local  circumltances,  will  for  ever  be 
impra£Ucable :  and  that  his  Majefty's 
royal  j^decefiTors  were  gracioufly 
pleafed,  by  charter,  to  crett  a  legif- 
lative  in  the  province,  as  vnfe&ly 
free  as  a  fubordination  would  admit, 
that  the  fubjefls  here  might  enjoy  the 
unalienable  right  of  a  reprefentation ; 
and  further,  that  the.  nation  ,hatl)| 
ever  fince  confidered  them  as  fuojeAs,' 
though  remQte,  and  conceded  to  the 
adts  of  the  fubordinate  legiilatioq. 
Their  charter  is  a  check  upon  them, 
and  efFe£lually  fecures  their  depend- 
ance  on  Great  Britain ;  for  no  a£li 
can  be  in  force  till  the  King's  go- 
vernor has  given, his  alTent,  and  all 
laws  that  are  made  are  laid  before  hi's 
Majefly,  who  at  any  time,  during 
three  years  after  they  are  made,  may 
difannul  them  at  his  royal  pleafurc : 
under  this  check  the  Houfe  hqrnbly 
conceive  a  reprefentation  in  Parlia- 
ment cannot  be  necelTary  for  the  na- 
tion, and  for  many  reafons  it  cannot 
be  eligible  to  them :  all  they  defire 
is,  to  be  placed  on  their  original 
Handing,  that  they  may  ftill  be  hap- 
py in  the  enjoyment  of  their  invalua- 
ble privileges,  and  the  nation  may 
ftill  reap  the  advantage-of  their  growth 
and  profperity.  ;,„' 

The  Houle  intreat  your  Lordihips 
patience  one  moment  longer,  whil^ 
they  juft  mention  the  danger  they. 
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apprehend  to  their  liberties,  if  the 
crcfwn,  in  .addition  to  its  uncontro- 
verted  right  of  appointing  a  gover- 
nbf,  fliould  alfo  appoint  him  a  fti- 
pend  at  the  expence  of  the  people^, 
and  without  their  confent.  And  alfo, 
w^hether,  as  the  judges  and  other  civil 
officers  of  the  province  do  ndt  holld 
commifllons  during  good  behaviour, 
there  is  not  a  probability  that  arbitrary 
rule  may  in  fome  time  take_  effeft, 
to  the  fubverfion  of  the  principles  of 
equity  and  juftice,  and  the  ruin  of 
liberty  and  virtue. 

It  is  humbly  hoped,  that  your  Lord- 
ihips  will  conceive  a  favourable  opi- 
nion of  the  people  of  the  province  ; 
and  that  you  will  patronize  their  li- 
berties, fo  far  as  in  your  great  wif- 
dom  and  candour  you  fhall  judge  to 
be  right. 

Signed  by  the  Speaker. 

Thi  following  is  a  genuine  copy  ef  the 
circulatory   letter   lubich    ivas  /eitt 
ftom  the   Houfe  of  Reprefentatives 
of  the  province  ofmaffachufetts-Bay, 
to    the    Speakers  of  the  refpeSii'vi 
Houfes  and  Burgeffes  on  the  Continent 
of  North  America. 
Province  of  the  Maffachufelts-Bvf, 
Feh.  II,  1768. 
SIR, 
The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of 
this  province  have  taken  into  their 
ferious  confideration  the  great  difficul- 
ties that  jnuft  accrue  to  themfelves 
and  their  coniHtuents,  by  tha  opera- 
tion of  the  feveral  Adts  of  Parliament 
impofmg  duties  and  taxes  on  the  Ame- 
rican colonies. 

As  it  is  a  fubjeft  in  which  every 
colony  is  deeply  intcrefted,  they  haV-e 
no  reafon  to  doubt  but  your  Houfe  is 
duly  imprefled  with  its  importance  ; 
and  that  fuch  conAitutional  meafures 
will  be  come  into  as  are  proper.  It 
^ems  to  be  necefTary,  that  all  pofllble 
Care  Ihould  be  taken  that  the  reprf- 
fentations  of  the  ieveral  aflemblies. 
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Upon  fo  delkate  a  point,  flioald  har* 
mohiiiie  with  each  other;  the  Houfe 
therefore  hdpe  that  this  letter  will  be 
candidly  confidered  in  no  other  light 
than  as  expreffing  a  difpofition  freely 
to  cofiiinunicate  their  mind  to  a  fifter 
colony.  Upon  a  common  concern,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  they  wonld  be 
glad  to  receive  the  fentimentsof  your, 
or  any  other  Houfe  of  Aflfcmbly  <m 
the  continent. 

The  Houfe  have  humbly  reprefent* 
ed  to  the  Miniftry  their  own  fenti- 
ments :  that  his  Majefty's  High  Court 
of  Parliament  is  the  fupreme  legifla^ 
tive  power  over  the  whole  empire : 
that  in  all  free  Hates  the  conflitutioti 
is  fixed :  and  as  the  fupreme  legifla- 
tive  derives  its  power  and  authority 
from  the  conftitution,  it  cannot  over^ 
leap  the  bounds  of  it,  without  de- 
llroying  its  foundation :  that  the  con- 
ftitution ^afcertains  and  limits  both 
fovereignty  and  allegiance:  and  there- 
fore his  Majefty's  American  fubjefls 
who  acknowledge  themfelves  bound 
by  the  ties  of  allegiance,  have  an 
equitable  claim  to  the  full  enjoyment 
of  the  fundamental  rules  of  flife  Bri- 
ti(h  conftitution :  that  it  is  an  ^flential 
unalterable  right  in  nature,  ingrafted 
into  die  Britim  conftitution  as  a  fun- 
damental law,  and  ever  held  facred 
and  irrevocable  by  the  fubjefts  within 
the  realm,  that  what  a  man  hath  ho> 
neftly  acquired  is  abfolutely  his  own, 
which  he  may  freely  give,  but  cannot 
be  taken  from  him  without  his  con- 
fent :  that  the>  American  fubjefts  may 
therefore,  exclufive  of  any  confidera- 
tion of  charter  rights,  with  a  decent 
firmnefs  adapted  to  the  character  of 
freemen  and  fubje^s,  alTert  this  na- 
tural conftitutional  right. 

It  is  moreover  their  humble  opinion, 
which  they  exprefs  with  the  greateft 
deference  to  the  wifdom  of  the  parlia- 
ment; that  the  ads  made  there,  im- 
pofing  duties  on  the  people  of  this 
provim;0«  with  the  fole  and  exprds 
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porpofe  of  raifing  snevaxw,-Mt  in- 
fringements of  their  natural  and  con- 
ftitutlcnal  Hglts;  .becaufe,  as  they 
are  not  reprefented  in  the.Britiih  par- 
liament, his  M^jcfty's  commons  in 
Britaiii  by  thofe  a&s  grant  their  pro- 
.perty  without  their  confent.  - 

This  Houfe  further  are  of  opinion, 
that  their  conlHtuents,  copfidering 
their  local  circumftances,  cannot  by 
any  poffibility  be  reprefented  in  the 
Parliament;  and  that  it  will  for  ever 
be  imprafticable  that  they  fliould  be 
equally  reprefented  there,  and  confc- 
.quent>y  not  at  all ;  being  feparated 
.by  an  ocean  of  a  thoufand  leagues  : 
that  his  Majcfty's  royal  predeceffors, 
for  this  reafon,  were  graciouRy  pleafed 
to  form  I  fubordinate  Icgiflative  here, 
that  their  fubjefts  might  enjoy  the 
unalienable  right  of  a  reprefentation. 
Alfo  that  conlidering  the  utter  im- 
pratticability  of  their  ever  ^eing  fully 
and  equally  reprefented  in  parlia- 
ment, and  the  gfeat  expence  that 
muft  unavoidably  attend  even  a  par- 
tial reprefentation  th^re,  this  Houfe 
think,  that  a  taxation  of  their  confti- 
tuenfs,  even  without  their  confent, 
grievous  as  it  is,  would  be  preferable 
to  any  reprefentation  that  could  be 
admitted  for  them  there. 

Upon  thefe  principles,  and  alfo 
confidering  that  were  the  right  in  the 
parliament  ever  fo  clear,  yet  for  6b- 
viou?  reafons  it  would  be  beyond  the 
rule  of  equity,  that  their  conftituents 
fliould  be  taxed  on  the  manufaftures 
of  Great  Britain  here,  in  addition  to 
the  duties  they  pay  for  them  in  Eng- 
land, and  other  advantages  arifmg  to 
Great  Britain  from  the  afts  of  trade  j 
this  Houfe  have  preferred  a  humble, 
dutiful,  and  loyal  petition  to  our  moft 
gracious  fovereign,  and  made  fuch 
reprefentation  to  his  Majeily's  mini- 
fiers,  as  they  apprehend, would  tend 
to  obtain  redrefs. 

They  have  alfo  fubmitted  to  con- 
fideratipn,  whether  any  people  can 
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be  faid  to  enjoy  any  degree  of  free- 
dom, if  the  crown,  in  addition  to  its 
undoubted  authority  of  conftiiuting  a 
governor,  fliould  appoint  him  fuch  a 
Itipend  as  it  fliall  judge  proper,  with- 
out the  confent  ot  the  people,  and  at 
their  expence:  and  whether,  while 
the  judges  of  the  land,  and  other  civil 
officers,  hold  not  their  commiflions 
during  good  behaviour,  their  having 
falaries  appointed  for  them  by  the 
crown,  independent  of  the  people* 
hath  not  a  tendency  to  fubvert  the 
principles  of  equity,  and  endanger 
the  happinefs  and  fecurity  of  the  fub- 
jea. 

In  addition  to  thefe  meafures,  the 
Houfe  have  wrote  a  letter  to  their 
agent,  Mr.  De  Berdt,  the  fentiments 
of  which  he  is  direfled  to  lay  before 
the  miiliflry ;  wherein  they  take  no- 
tice of  the  hardfliip  of  the  a£l  for 
preventing  mutiny  and  defertion ; 
which  requires  the  governor  and 
council  to  provide  enumerated  articles 
for  the  King's  marching  troops,  and 
the  people  to  pay  the  expence :  and 
alfo  the  commiffion  of  the  gentlemen 
appointed,  commiflioners  of  the  cuf- 
toms  to  reiide  in  America,  which 
authorizes  them  to  make  as  many  ap- 
pointments as  they  think  fit,  and  to 
pay  the  appointees  what  fums  they 
pleafe,  for  whofe  mal-conduA  they 
are  not  accountable:  from  whence, 
it  may  happen,  that  officers  of  the 
crown  may  be  multiplied  to  fuch  a 
degree,  as  to  become  dangerous  to 
the  liberty  of  the  people,  by  virtue 
of  a  commiffion  which  doth  not  ap- 
pear to  this  Houfe  to  derive  any  fuch 
advantages  to  trade  as  many  have 
been  led  to  expe£t. 

Thefe  are  the  fentiments  and  pro- 
Cicedings  of  this  houfe :  and  as  they 
have  too  much  reafon  to  believe,  tliat 
the  enemies  of  the  colonies  have  re- 
prefented them  to  his  Majefiy's  mi'- 
nifters  and  the  parliament  as  faftious, 
dilloyal,  and  having  a  dilpofttion  to 
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pake  themfelvcs  independent  of  the 
mother  country,  they  have,  taken  oc- 
cnfion,  in  the  moll  humble  terms,  to 
aiTure  his  Majeily  and  his  minifters, 
that  with  regard  to  the  people  of  this 
province,  and,  as  they  doubt  not,  of 
ail  the  colonics,  that  the  charge  is 
~  unjull. 

The  Houfe  is  fully  fatisfied,  that 
your  aflfembly  is  too  generous  and  en- 
larged in  fentiment  to  believe,  that 
this  letter  proceeds  from  an  ambition 
of  taking  the  lead,  or  dilating  to 
the  other  aHemblies :  they  freely  Sub- 
mit their  opinion  to  the  judgment  of 
others;  and  fliall  take  it  kind  in  your 
Houfe  to  point  out  to  them  any 
thing  further  that  may  be  thought 
neceffary. 

This  Houfe  cannot  conclude  with- 
out expreffing  their  firm  confidence  in 
the  King,  our  common  head,  and 
father,  that  the  united  and  dutiful 
fupplications  of  his  diilrefled  Ameri- 
can fubjedis  will  meet  with  his  royal 
and  favourable  acceptance. 

Signed  by  the  Speaker. 

ji  copy  of  the  above  letter  <was  al/o, 
hy  order  of  the  Houfe ,  fent  to  Dennis 
De  Berdt,  Efq ;  agent  to  the  province 
in  London ;  that  he  might  make  ufe  of  it, 
ifnecejfary,  to  prevent  any  mifreprefenttt' 
tion  of  it  in  England. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Ri-prefentativet,  Feb. 
13,  1768. 
Whereas  this  Houfe  hath  diredled 
that  a  letter  be  fent  to  the  feveral 
Houfes  of  Reprefentatlves  and  Bur- 
geiTcs  of  the  Britiih  colonics  on  the 
continent,  fetting  forth  the  fentiments 
of  the  Houfe,  with  regard  to  the  great 
difHculties  that  maft  accrue  by  the 
operation  of  divers  afts  of  parliament, 
for  levying  duties  and  taxes  on  the  co- 
lonies for  the  fole  and  exprefs  purpofe 
of  raifing  a  revenue,  and  their  pro- 
ceedings thereon,  io  an  humble,  loy- 
al and  dutiful  petition  to  the  King, 
and  fuch  reprefentations  to  his  Ma^ 


jefty's  miniilers  as  they  apprehended 
might  have  a  tendency  to  their  ob- 
taining relief:  and  whereas  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  Houfe,  that  all  elFec- 
tual  methods  ftiould  be  taken  to  cul- 
tivate a  harmony  between  the  feveral 
brant.hes  of  this  government,  as  being 
ncceflary  to  promote  the  profpeiity  of 
his  Mnjelly's  government  in  the  pro- 
vince : 

Relolved,  That  Mr.  Otis,  Col. 
Preble,  Mr.  Spooner,  Mr.  Sayward, 
and  Mr.  Hall,  be  a  committee  to 
wait  on  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 
and  acquaint  him  that  a  copy  of  the 
letter  aforefaid  will  be  laid  before 
him  as  foon  as  it  can  be  drafted,  at 
well  as  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the 
Houfe  relative  to  faid  affair,  if  he 
fhall  deflrc  it ;  and  that  the  faid  com- 
mittee humbly  requcfl  that  his  Excel- 
lency would  be  pleafed  to  favour  the 
Houfe  with  a  copy  of  the  letter  from 
the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  ShelbBrr^e, 
lately  read  to  the  Houfe  by  order  of 
his  Excellency,  and  his  Otvn  fevera 
letters  to  which  it  refers. 

T.  CusHiNO,  Speaker. 
His  Excellency's  Anfuier. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefnta- 
tives. 

In  anfwer  to  your  mefiage  of  the 
13th  inftant,  I  find  it  neceffary  to  in- 
form you,  that  foon  after  the  letter 
of  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  was  read  ia 
your  Houfe,  I  ordered  a  copy  of  it  to 
be  given  to  the  Speaker,  to  be  ufed 
as  he  fhould  think  fit,  upon  con'i- 
tion  that  no  other  copy  fhould  be 
taken  thereof:  I  am  very  willing 
that  the  copy  in  the  Speaker's  hands 
fhould  be  communicated  to  you  in 
any  manner  which  is  conftfient  with 
that  reftridlion. 

I  know  of  no  letters  of  my  own 
which  I  think  can  be  of  any  ufe  to  you 
upon  this  occaliou. 

I  quite  agree  with  you  in  opinion 
that  all  effectual  methods  fhould  be 
taken  to  cultivate  an  harmony  between 
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the  feveral  branches  of  the  legiflature 
of  this  government,  as  being  necef- 
fary  to  promote  the  profpcrity  of  the 
province  ;  and  I  ihali  chearfully  join 
with  you  in  all  proper  meafures  for  fo 
falutary  a  purpofe. 

Council-Chamber,   Fra.  Bernard. 
Fib.i6,  1768. 
lu  the  Houfe  tf  Repre/entativei,  Feb. 
18,   1768. 

.  Ordered,  that  Mr.  Hancock,  Ma- 
jor Frye,  Colonel  Richmond,  Colonel 
Noyes,  and  Col.  Stoddard,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  wait  upon  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  and  prefen*:  to  him  the 
following  anfwer  to  his  meflage  of  the 
l6th  inftant. 

T.  CusHiNG,  Speaker. 
May  it  pleafeyour  Excellency , 
Your  mdiage  of  the  i6th  inftant 
has  been  read  and  duly  confidered  in 
the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives.  The 
manner,  in  which  your  Excellency 
was  pleafed  to  introduce  into  this 
Koufe  the  letter  from  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  by  giving  or- 
ders to  the  fecretary  to  read  it  with- 
out leaving  a  copy,  appeared  to  be 
unprecedented  and  unparliamentary ; 
but  this  made  but  a  light  imprefiion 
on  the  houfe,  when  the  members  re- 
colleftcd,  as  far  as  they  could,  the 
unfavourable  fentiments  his  lordlhip 
thought  himfelf  neceilitated  to  enter- 
tain of  the  two  houfes  of  this  affem- 
bly,  and  of  feme  particular  members 
in  this  houfe,  whofe  charafters  in  the 
opinion  of  the'  boule  ftand  unimpeach- 
able. Under  this  apprehenfion  they 
thought  it  neccffary  for  their  vindica- 
tion humbly  to  requeft  your  Excelien 
cy  to  favour  them  with  a  copy  of  his 
lordlhip's  letter ;  and  as  it  appeared 
to  them  that  his  lordfhip  had  ibrmed 
hij  fentiments  of  the  two  houfes,  and 
their  members,  from  your  own  letters 
towhich  he  referred,  the  houfe  thought 
they  could  not  do  themfelves  and  their 
members  juftice,  unlefs  they  couid  be 
favoured  with  a  fight  of  them  alfo, 


and  accordingly  requefted  it  of  your 
Excellency. 

You  are  pieafed  to  fay  that  you 
know  of  no  letters  of  your  "  own  that 
you  think  can  be  of  any  ufc  to  the 
houfe  upon  this  occafion."— The  houfe 
did  not  in  their  vote  or  mcffage  fay 
what  occafion  thep^  had  to  rcquelt 
them.  But  when  his  lordfliip  exprcfs- 
ly  fays,  that  it  appears  from  your 
feveral  letters,  that  your  negativing 
counfellors  in  the  late  eledlions  was 
done  with  due  deliberation  and  judg- 
ment, it  is  natural  for  the  houfe  to 
conclude,  that  your  Excellency  had 
thought  it  convenient,  to  give  his 
lordmip,  the  particular  reafons  you 
had,  for  a  meafure  fo  rare  and  extra- 
ordinary.— Thefe  reafons  feem  to 
have  prevailed  to  juftify  your  Excel- 
lency ;  for  his  lordihip  acquaints  you, 
that  his  Majefty  is  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  approve  of  your  having  exerted 
the  power  lodged  in  you  by  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  province :  but  unfor- 
tunately for  the  two  houfes  his  lord- 
lhip paffes  a  different  judgment  up9n 
their  condudt,  and  takes  occalion  to 
applaud  the  wifdom  of  thofo  who 
framed  the  charter,  in  providing  that 
a  power  (hould  be  placed  in  the  Go- 
vernor as  an  occanonal  check  upon 
any  indifcreet  ufe  of  the  right  of 
elefting  couniellors.  It  evidently  ap- 
pears from  this  paflhgc,  that  his  Ma- 
jefiy's  miuifier  has  conceived  an  opi- 
nion of  the  two  houfis,  as  havii>g 
made  an  indifcreet  ufe  of  a  charter 
right.  The  houfe  were  willing  lo  be 
convinced  that  this  opinion  and  other 
fentiments  exprefled  in  his  lordfhip's 
letter,  which  imply  an  high  cenfure 
upon  the  two  houfjs,  and  upon  par- 
ticular members  of  this  houle,  were 
rather  inferences  drawn  from  your 
letters,  in  which  his  lordlhip  might 
be  liable  to  miltake,  than  rhe  direft 
expreflions  of  it :  had  your  Excellen- 
cy been  pleafed,  to  have  favoured 
them  with  the  copies,   they  might 

have 
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have  been  of  ufe  on  this  occafion, 
and  fati$fa£lory  to  the  houfe:  but 
as  you  have' thought  proper  to  refufe 
them,  they  are  left  to  coniefture  with 
all  ^ofTible  candour,  and  appeal  to 
the  world.  ' 

His  Lordfltip  is  induced  to  believe, 
that  the  anVmuly  have  made  an  indif- 
Cfffet  ufe  of  their  right  of  chafing 
counfellors,  to  the  exclufion  of  the 
principal^fficcrs  of  government  from 
the  board,  whofe  prcfcnce  there  as 
counfellors  fo  manifeftly  tends  to  fa- 
cilitate the  courfe  of  public  bufinefs, 
and  who  have  therefore  been  before 
this  period  ufually  elefled ;  and,  that 
they  have  thus  exerted  their  right, 
with  a  far  different  intention  from 
that,  of  promoting '  the  re-eftabliih- 
ment  of  tranquility,  and.evincing  the 
duty  and  attachment  of  the  colony 
towards  Great-Britain.— The  houie 
would  be  glad  to  juflify  this  conftruc- 
tion  of  his  Lordfhip's  letter,  which 
is  nearly  in  the  words  of  it,  by  pub- 
lifhing  it  in  their  journals,  but  that  is 
inpnnftcpt  with  your  Excellency's  re- 
^ridlions. — This  is  not  the  firft  time 
that  his  Majeily's  rainiflers,  and  even 
his  Majeliy  himfelf,  after  having  had 
before  him  your  Excellency's  letters, 
and  the  incloliires,  has  thought  it 
necefTary  to  form  an  opinion  of  his 
loyal  fubj,e£ts  of  this  province,  as  hav- 
ing a  degree  of  ill  temper  prevailing 
atnopg  them :  and  your  Excellency 
cannot  be  infenfible,  that  the  prefent 
houfe  have  heretofore,  for  the  fake  of 
conciliating  the  minds  of  the  people, 
and  reiloring  an  unanimity  to  this  ge- 
neral court,  requeued  your  Excellen- 
cy to  give  them  the  opportunity  of 
making  it  evident  to  their  conftitu- 
ents,  tliat  your  letters  had  no  ten- 
decoy  to  induce  fuch  an  opinion : 
and  the  houfe  (till  think  that  nothing 
would  tend  more  to  promote  the  fa- 
lutary  purpofe,  of  cultivating  an  har- 
mony between  the  feveral  branches 
of  this  leglflature,  in  which  your  £x« 
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ccllcncy  exprcflb  a  difpofition  chear- 
fully  to  join  with  the  houfe,  than  an 
open  and  uureferved  explanation  to 
each  other:  for  this  purpofc,  the 
houfe  in  their  meflage  affured  you, 
that  they  were  ready  to  lay  before  you 
their  humble  petition  to  his  Majelty, 
and  their  rcprcfentations  to  his  mini- 
fters,  with  al!  their  other  proceedings 
upon  the  important  matters  that  have 
been  before  them,  at  the  fame  time 
that  they  made  tiicir  reafonable  re- 
queft  of  your  Excellency's  letters. 

After  having  recited  a  great  part 
of  the  fentiment  of  his  Lordlhip's 
letter,  no  one  can  be  adoniiLed  at 
the  conclufion  he  is  pleafed  to  make, 
that  under  fuch  circumftances  it  can- 
not be  furprifing,  that  bis  Majefty's 
governor  exerts  the  righ*:  entrufted  to 
him  by  the  fame  con(u-.."tion,  to  the 
purpofc  of  excluding  thoie  from  the 
council,  whofe  miftaken  zeal  may 
have  led  them  into  improper  exceiles, 
and  whofe  private  refentments  (and 
his  lordOiip  adds,  he  fliould  be  forry 
to  afcribe  to  them  motives  ftill  more 
blameable)  may  in  your  opinion  fur- 
ther lead  them  to  embarrafs  tlie  ad> 
miniftration  and  endanger  the  quiet 
of  the  province. — Surely  his  lordftiip 
would  never  have  pafTed  fuch  a  cen- 
fure  upon  the  two  houfes  of  aflTembly, 
nor  upon  particular  eentlemen  alto- 
gether ftrangers  to  him,  but  u&oa 
what  he  thought  to  be  the  beft  autho- 
rity: it  is  far  beneath  his  charader 
and  dignity  to  give  credit,  or  even 
to  heai-kcn  to  any  account  fo  preju- 
dicial to  the  reputation  of  the  pro- 
vince, and  of  particular  perfons,  but 
what  he  receives  froAi  gentlemen  in 
the  highell  ftatidns  in  it. — Your  Ex- 
cellency then  mull  allow  the  houfe  to 
believe,  until  they  fliall  be  convinced 
to  the  contrary,  that  your  feveral  let- 
ters, to  which  liis  lordlhip  refers,  are 
fo  fully  expreffcd  as  to  have  left  his 
lordlhip  no  room  to  fufpe£t  that  he 
could  be  miflaken. 
C  c  »  In 
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In  Aich  a  cafe  your  Excellency  can- 
not think  that  the  houfe  can  remain 
in  filence :  they  recommend  to  their 
injured  members  a  becoming  calm- 
nefs  anf*  iortitude  ;  and  talce  this  oc- 
cafiou  to  bear  a  teftimony  to  their 
zeal  for  the  honour  of  their  king  and 
the  rights  of  their  conftituents :  but 
the  character  of  the  people  whom  this 
lioufe  rrprefent,  as  well  as  their  own 
honour  IS  at  Hake,  and  requires  them 
to  take  evefy  prudeht  meafure  for 
their  own  vindication.  The  houfe 
are  truly  forry  that  this  new  occafion 
of  miftrufl  and  Jealoufy  has  happen- 
ed, but  they  can  never  be  fo  wanting 
to  themfelves,  as  to  omit  the  oppor- 
tunity of  removing  fiom  his  lordfhip's 
mind  the  unfavourable  i^mpreflions 
which  appear  by  his  letters,  and  what 
is  ofmuch  greater  importance  to  them, 
of  (landing  before  their  ibvereign  in 
their  own  juft  charadler  of  loyal  fub- 

February  23,  176B. 
^he  Secretary  went  a'eavn  to  the  Houfe 
of  Repre/entati'ves  lAiith  thefollotu- 
iag  mrffttge  from  his  Excellency  the 
Governor,  nuhith  to  prevent  tnif- 
fakei  vkias  'reduced  to  'writing,  and 
a  copy  thererf  delivered  to  the  Sptak- 
tr. 

Mr.  Speaker, 
I  am  ordered  by  his  Excellency  to 
infirm  you  that  as  this  Houfe  has 
thought  fit  to  permit  their  meflage  of 
Feb.  18th,  contaiinTig  extracts  irom 
the  Secretary  of  State's  letter  with 
obrerva'ions  upon  it  to  be  printed  in 
'  a  common  news-paper,  it  is  to  no 
puipofe  to  continue  the  rcftriflion 
agaiiift  granting  copies  of  foch  let- 
ter :  he  therefore  confents  that  it  may 
be  entered  upon  the  journal  of  the 
houfe. 

Copy  of  a  letter  fern  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  to  his  Excel- 
lency Gov.  Bernard,  dated  White- 
hall, 17th  Sept.  1767,  which  vuas 
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read  to  the  Houfe  by  order  ef  bis  Ex- 

eellency,  and  occafioned  the  litter  ts 

bis  Lordflnp  inferted  p.  198. 

I  have  the  plenfure  to  ftgnify  to  yoa 

his   Majelly's  approbation   of    your 

condud,  and  to  acquaint  you,  that 

he  is  grai;iou(ly  pleafed  to  approve 

of  your  having   exerted  the   power 

lodged  in  you  by  the  conftitution  of 

the   province  of  Maffachufetts-Bay, 

of  negativing  counfellors  in  the  late 

eledion,    which  appears  from    your 

feveral  letters  to  have  been  done  with 

due  deliberation  and  judgment. 

Thofc  who  framed  the  pre  fen  t  char- 
ter very  wif(rfy  provided  that  this 
power  mould  be  placed  in  the  gover- 
nor as  an  occafional  check  upon  any 
indifcrcet  ufe  of  the  right  of  eiefting 
counfellors,  which  was  given  by  char- 
ter to  the  aflembly,  which  might  at 
certain  periods,  by  an  improper  cxer- 
cife,  have  a  tendency  to  diilurb  the 
deliberations  of  that  part  of  th6  le- 
giflature,  from  whom  the  greateft 
gravity  and  moderation  is  more  pe- 
culiarly expcftcd.  As  long  therefore 
as  the  aflembly  fliall  exert  their  right 
of  eleftion  to  the  exclufion  of  the 
principal  officers  of  government,  from, 
council,  whofe  prefence  there,  as 
counfellors,  fo  manifeftly  tends  to 
facilitate  the  coUrfe  of  public  buii- 
nefs,  and  who  have  therefore  been 
before  this  period  ufually  elected,  and 
whilft,  in  particular,  they  exclude  men 
of  fuch  unexceptionable  characters  as 
both  the  prefent  lieutenant  governor 
and  iecretary  undoubtedly  are,  and 
that  too,  at  a  time  when  it  is  more 
peculiarly  the  duty  of  all  parts  of  the 
conllitution  to  promote  the  re-e(lab- 
liihment  of  tranquility,  and  not  fore- 
go the  leaft  occafion  of  evincing  the 
duty  ^nd  attachment  of  the  colony 
towards  Great-Britain  j  it  cannot, 
under  fuch  circumftances,  be  furpriz- 
ing  that  his  Majelly's  governor  exerts 
the  right  en  truftcd  to  him  by  the  fame 
conftitution,  to  the  purpofe  of  ex- 
cluding 
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eluding  thofe  from  the  council  whofe 
millaken  zeal  may  have  led  them  in- 
to improper  exceffes,  and  whofe  pri- 
vate refentments  (and  I  Ihould  be 
forry  to  afcribe  to  them  motive?  ftill 
more  blameable)  may  in  your  opinion 
further  lead  them  to  embarrafs  the 
adminiftration  and  endanger  the  quiet 
of  the  province. 

The  difpute  which  has  arifen  coti- 
ccrning  the  lieutenant-governor's  be-r 
ing  piefent  without  a  voice,  at  the 
deliberations  of  the  council,  is  no 
otherwife  important,  than  as  it  tends 
to  fhew  a  warmth  in  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives  which  I  am  extreme- 
ly lorry  for. — There  is  no  pretence 
of  danger  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  prelence  of  the  lieutenant  gover- 
nor in  council,  there  is  no  novelty  in 
the  pradlice,  and  there  is  an  apparent 
utility  and  propriety  in  admitting  him 
to  be  prefent  at  the  deliberations  of 
the   council,  who  may  be  luddenly 
called  to  the  adminitlration  of  the 
province.     If  this  oppofition  to  the 
lieutenant  governor's  litting  in  coun- 
cil, is  to  be  confidered  as  perfonal,  it 
mull  appear  here  very  extraordinary, 
tl}at  a  perfon  of  his  very  refpedtable 
character,   and  whofe  learning  and 
ability  have  been  exerted  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  America,   Ihould  yet  meet 
with  fo  much  aoimofity  and  ill-will 
in  a  province,  which  feems  to  owe 
him  particular  obligations.     But  the 
queilion    concerning    his    admiflion 
Jeems  to  lie  after  all  in  the  breaft  of 
the  council  only,  as  being  the  proper 
judges  of  their  own  privileges,  and 
as  having  the  beft  right  to  determine 
whom  they  will  admit  to  be  prefent 
at  their  deliberations. 

As  to  what  concerns  the  agency  of 
the  province,  it  is  doubtlefs  a  point 
that  merits  attention :  but  as  matters 
of  this  nature  from  other  provinces 
have  been  heretofore  under  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  lords  of  .trade,  his 
Majefty  has  Jbeen  plepfed  to  reler  the 
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whole  matter  to  their  lordftiipa  for 
their  report,  before  any  determination 
(hall  be  taken  thereupon. 

I  am  to  inform  you,  Sir,  that  it  is 
his  M^efty's  determined  refolution  to 
extend  to  you  his  countenance  and 
proteftion  in  every  conlUtutional  mea- 
furc  that  ihail  be  found  neceflary  for 
the  fupport  of  his  government  in  the 
MalFachufetts-Bay :  and  it  will  be 
your  care  and  your  duty  to  avail  your- 
felf  of  fuch  protedlion  in  tho(e  cafca 
only,  where  the  honour  and  dignity 
ef  his  Majelly's  government  i^  really 
either  mediately  or  immediately  con- 
cerned. 

It  is  unnecelTary  to  obfcrve  that  the 
nature  of  the  Englilh  confUtution  is 
fuch  as  to  furniih  no  real  gxound  of 
jealoufy  to  the  colonies,  and  where 
there  is  fo  large  a  foundation  of  con« 
Adence,  it  cannot  be,  but  that  acci- 
dental jealoufies  mud  fubiide,  ^nd 
things  again  return  to  their  proper 
and  national  courfe ;  the  extreme* 
even  of  legal  right,  on  either  lide, 
though  fometinuis  necefTary,  are  al- 
ways- inconvenient,  and  men  of  real 
property,  who  mull  be  fenfibie  that 
their  pwn  profperity  is  connected  with 
the  tr;\nqui]ity  of  the  province,  will 
not  long  be  ina£iive,  fufFer  their  quiet 
to  be  didurbed,  and  the  peace 
and  fafety  of  the  flate  endangered 
by  the  indifcretion  T)r  refentment  of 
any. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard* 
Sir,  your  moft  obedient 

humble  fervant, 
SHELBURNE. 


J  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl 
of  Shelburne^  occajioned  by  his  Lord- 
Jhip's  Letter  to  his  Excellency  Ge- 
wernor  Bernard,  read  to  the  Houfe 
by  the  Secretary,  by  his  Excellency^ s 
Order. 
Province  of  the  Maffachufttts-Bay, 
January  22,   1768. 

My 
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^^  lord.  : 

I^ii  Excelleacy  Governor  Bernard 
has  been  plcafed  to  give  orders  to  the 
fccretary  of  t';  s  province  to  r^ad  to 
the  Houfe  of  Rpprcfentatives  a  letter 
ht  had  received  from  your  Lordfhip, 
dated  Whitehall  the  17th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1767;  which  having  done,  thf; 
fecrctary  withdrew,  without  leaving 
a  copy  as  ufual. 

The  Houfe  were  both  grieved  and 
aftoniihed  to  find  your  Lordihip  un- 
der a  necBffity  of  exprcffmg  fuch  un- 
favourable fcntiments  of  the  two 
Hoofes  of  the  general  afiembly,  as 
well  as  of  fome  particular  members  of 
this  Houfe,  altogether  ftrangers  10  you, 
with  regard  to  the  eleftion  of  counfel- 
lors  in  "May  laft.  They  obferved, 
that  your  Lordlhip's  letter  had  a  re- 
ference to  feveral  of  his  Excellency's 
letters,  upon  which  your  fcntiments 
feemed  to  be  formed ;  and  as  his  Ex- 
cellency had  intimated  to  the  Speaker 
of  the  Houfe  his  dcfixe  of  having  a 
copy  of  a  certain  letter  which  the 
Hoofe  had  direfted  to  be  fent  to  the 
Speakers  of  the  feveral  Houfes  of  Af- 
fembly  b  the  other  colonies,  a  copy 
of  which  it  is  prefumed  will  be  laid 
before  your  Lordftiip ;  the  Houfe  aji- 
Bointea  a  committee  to  wait  on  his 
Excellency,  and  acquaint  him,  that 
they  were  ready  to  lay  before  him  the 
faid  letter,  and  their  whole  proceed- 
ings, relating  to  an  important  affair 
then  before  them,  if  he  fliould  defire 
it.  And  the  fame  committee  was  di- 
refted  humbly  to  requell  his  Excel- 
Jtncy  to  favour  the  Houfe  with  a  copy 
of  your  Lordftiip's  letter,  togetiier  with 
his  own  letters  to  which  it  referred. 
Whereupon  meffages  paffed  between 
the  Governor  and  Houfe,  which  the 
Houfe  btgs  leave  to  inclofe  to  your 
Lprdllup. 

As  the  Houfe  think  they  have  juft 
grounds  of  fufpicion,  that  his  Excel- 
kiicy's  letters  to  your  Lordfhip  con- 
tain, at  leaft,  an  implication  of  charge 
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and  acculation  ag^inft  them,  which 
they  are  kept  in  ignorance  of,  they 
rely  upon  your  known  candour  and 
juftice,  that  upon  this  their  humble 
requeft,  you  will  be  plea  fed  to  give 
orders,  that  copies  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives ;  that  they 
ma^  have  the  opportunity  of  vindi- 
cating themfelves  and   their  confti- 
tuents,  and  of  happily  removing  from 
your  mindan  opinion  of  them,  groundr 
ed,  as  your  Lordihip  might  then  r^a- 
fonably  judge,  upon  good  informa- 
tion, as  having  behaved  in  a  manner 
unbecoming  the  charadler  of  loyal 
iubjefts.     They  hope  you  will  be  fo 
favourable  as  to  fnlpend  your  farther 
jydgment  of  them,  till  they  can  be 
made  acquainted   with   the  matters 
that  may  have  been  all^dged  againfl: 
them,  and  can  make  t.ieir  de^nce. 
In  the  mean  time  they  beg  l^ave  ju^ 
to  mention  to  your  Lordihip*   that 
the  eleftions  of  the  laft  Mav,  fo  far  as 
this  Houfe  had  a  part  in  them,  were 
made  with  a  freedom  and  deliberation 
fuitable  to  the  importance  of  them : 
that  they  were  in  fiuenced  by  no  mo- 
tives but  the  proijperuy  of  his  Majef- 
ty's  government,  and  the  happinefs  of 
his  fubje^ls :  that  the  non-eleAion  of 
federal  gentlemen  of  diftinguiflied  cha- 
racter and  fiation,  was  by  no  means 
the  cfFeft  of  party  prejudice,  private 
refentment,    or    motives    ftill    more 
blanieable ;  but  the  leiult  of  calm  »e- 
fledion  upon  the  danger  that  might 
accrue  to  our  excellent  conftitution, 
and  the  liberties  of  the  people,  from 
too  great  an  opinion  of  the  legillative, 
executive  and  judiciary  powers  of  go- 
vernroent,  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  greateit  writers,  oi'ght  always  to 
be  kept  feparace :  nor  was  this  a  new 
opinion,  formed  at  a  certain  period; 
but  it  has  been  the  prevailing  fenti- 
ment  of  many  of  the  moft  fenfible  and 
unexceptionable  gentlemen  in  the  pro- 
vince for  many  years  pail ;  upon  prin- 
ciples,  which  your  Lordlhip's  tho- 
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rough  knowledge  of  the  conftitution,    your  condnft,  you  muft  not  wonder  if 
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and  the  juft  balance  of  the  feveral 
powers  of  government,  this  Houfe  is 
affured,  will  juftify.  And  although 
his  Excellency  was  plealcJ  to  exercife 
his  undoubted  right  of  negativing 
fome  of  the  gentlemen  elefted,  the 
Houfe  have  had  no  reafon  to  alter 
their  opinion  of  them,  as  being  unex- 
ceptionable in  point  of  ability,  for- 
tune, -and  charaftcr.  They  beg  par- 
don for  this  furtirer  trouble  given  to 
your  Lordfliip,  which  they  could  not 


you  are  tieated  with  open  dtilike ;  for 
it  is  impOfiible,  how  much  foever  we 
endeavour  it,  to  feel  afly  efteem  for 
a  man  like  you— Bad  as  the  worid 
may  be,  there  is  yet  in  every  breait 
fomething  which  poincs  out  the  good 
man  as  an  object  worthy  of  refpeft, 
and  marks  the  guileful   treacherous 

man-hater  for  dilguft  and  infamy 

Nothing  has  ever  been  more  in^ 
tolerable  than  your  infoience  upoir:  a 
late  occafion,  when  you  had  by.  your 


avoid;  being  folicitous  to  let  their    jadicialiniinuations,  induced  a  worthy 


condufl  in  its  true  point  of  light  be 
fore  you :  and  they  rely  upon  your 
known  juftice,  that  you  will  intercede 
\*ith  the  throne  for  this  province. 
They  are  affured,  that  your  iordihip 
will  not  fufFer  a  province  to  be  mii- 
reprefented,  even  bypcrionsofilaticn 
here:  and  if  there  be  any  fuch,  they 
flatter  themfelves,  that  their  removal 
will  render  this  people  happy  in  the 
efteem  of  the  parent  country,  and 
much  more  fo  in  the  fmilcs  of  the  belt 
of  Kings. 

Signed  by  the  Speaker. 

Papers  relating  te  a  fuppofed  libel  on  the 
Governor  of  the  Prcvitict:  of  the  MaJ- 
fachuJetts-Bay. 
7he  foL'oiving   ivas  puhlijhed  in    the 
Bojtot!  Gazette,  of  February  2^. 
MeJ/rs,  Eaes  and  Gill. 

Pleaje  to  infer t  thefdlonuing. 


May  it  ple;dc  ynur 


Wi'  have 


for  a  long  time  known  your  enmity 
to  this  province.  We  have  full  proof 
of  your  cruelty  to  a  loyal  pjople.  No 
age  has  perhaps  furnilhed  a  more  glar- 
ing initance  of  ot  iHnate  perfeverance 
in  the  path  of  malice,  than  is  now  ex- 
hibited in  your .    Could  you 

have  reaped  any  advantage  from  in- 
juring this  peoj)!-,  there  would  have 
been  feme  cxcui'e  for  the  manifold 
abufes  with  whi(.h  you  have  loaded 
them.  But  when  a  diabolical  thirft 
for  mifchief  i«  the  alone  motive  of 


minifter  of  ftate,  to  form  a  moft  un- 
favourable opinion  of  the  province  ia 
general,  and  fome  of  the  moft  re- 
ipedtable  inhabitants  in  particular; 
you  had  the  effrontery  to  produce  a 
letter  from  hi»  Lordfliip,  as'  proof  of 
your  fuccefs  in  calumniating  us.— 
Surely  you  mull  fuppofe  wc  have  loft- 
ail  feeling,  or  you  would  not  dare 
thus  tauntingly  to  difplay  the  trophies 
of  your  flanders,  and  upbraidiagly, 
to  make  us  fenfible  of  the  inexpref- 
fible  misfortUne»  which  you  have 
brought  upon  us.— —Bat  I  refrain, 
left  a  full  reprelcntation  of  the  hard- 
Ihips  fuffered  by  this  too  long  infulted 
people  ftiould  iead  them  to' an  unwar- 
rantable revenge.  We  never  can  treat 
good  and  patriotic  rulers  with  too 
great  reverence — But  it  is  certain 
that  men  totally  abandoned  to  wick- 
ednefs,  can  never  merit  our  regard, 
be  tiieir  ftations  ever  fo  high. 
"  Ifjucb  men  are  by  God  appointed, 
' '  TheDe'viltriay  be  the  Lord's  anointed,*'* 
A  TRUE  Patriot. 
*  Thefe  two  Liaes  are  tai.eu  from  Roiheilei'* 
Satires. 

Bojlon,  March  3, 
Ttiefday  laft  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
•was  pleafed  to  fend  the  folloixiing 
Mcffage  to  the  Hon.    his   Majejty's 
Council. 

Gentlemen  »f  the  Council, 
I  have  been  u  fed  to  treat  the  publi- 
cations in  the  Borton  Gazette  with 
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the  contempt  I  they  defer  ve,  but  when 
they  are  carried  to  a  length,  which, 
if  unnoticed,  muft  endanger  the  very 
being  cf  government,  I  cannot  con- 
iiftently  with  the  regard  to  this  pro- 
vince which  I  profefs  and  really  have, 
excufe  myfelf  from  taking  notice  of  a 
publication  in  the  Bofton  Gazette  of 
yefterday,  beginning  at  the  top  of  the 
lecond  column  of  the  fecond  page  of 
the  fupplement.  I  therefore  confult 
you  in  council  thereupon,  and  have 
received  your  unanimous  advice,  that 
I  fhould  lay  the  faid  libellous  paper 
before  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives. 
In  purfuance  of  which  advice,  I 
have  ord^ed  the  Secretary  to  commu- 
nicate to  you  the  faid  libellous  paper, 
that  you  may  take  the  fame,  together 
with  all  the  circumAances  attending 
it,  into  your  ferious  confideration, 
and  do  therein  as  the  Majelly  of  the 
King,  and  the  dignity  of  his  govern- 
ment, the  honour  of  this  general 
court,  and  the  true  inteieft  of  this 
prevince,.  fliiall  require. 
Council  Chasibert      Fra.  Bernard, 

March  I,  1768. 
In  aufvitr  to  n»hich,  there  being  the 
full  number  of  the  council  pre/ent ,  ex- 
cepting   three  gentlemen,    the   hoard 
uvanimoujly  voted  the  follovuing  ad- 
drefs  to  his  Excellency. 
The  board  have  taken  into  ferious 
confideration  your  Excellency's  mef- 
iage  of  the  iirA  iiiilant,  with  the  Boilon 
Gai-ette  communicated  therev.ith. 

The  article  in  faid  Gazette,  refer- 
red to  by  your  Excellency,  gave  the 
board  a  real  concern,  not  only  as  it 
is  mifchievous  in  its  tendency,  but  as 
it  is  a  falfe,  fcandalous,  Jtnd  im- 
pudent libel  upon  your  Excellency. 

Although  the  author  of  it  may  en- 
deavour to  fcreen  himfelf  by  the  omif- 
fionofaname,  yet  as  it  refeis  par- 
ticularly to  a  tranfaftion  fo  lately  liad 
in  the  general  court,  there  is  the 
higheftprefumption,  the  intention  of 
it  could  be  no  otherwiie  than  to  pluce 


your  Excellency  in  the  moft  odious 
light. 

Such  an  infokntand  licentious  attack 
on  the  chief  magiftrate  (the  King's  re- 
prefentative  in  the  province)  involves 
in  it  an  attack  on  government  itfelf ; 
as  it  is  fubverfive  of  all  oj'der  and  de- 
corum ,  and  manifeAly  tends  to  de- 
flroy  the  fubordination,  that  is  ab- 
folutely  neceifary  to  good  govern- 
ment, and  the  well-being  of  fbciety^ 
It  would  have  been  flagitious  at  ,any 
time,  but  being  perpetrated  while  the 
general  court  is  .fitting,  and  a  tranf- 
aftion  in  the  court  the  aliedged  occ^ 
fion  of  it,  it  becomes  from  thefe  and 
other  circumflances,  in  the  higheft 
degree  flagitious ;  and  may  juilly  be 
deemed,  not  only  an  infult  on  the 
general  court ;  not  only  an  infult  on 
the  King's  authority,  and  the  dignity 
of  his  government;  but,  as  it  con- 
cludes with  the  moft  unwarrantable 
prof^nenefs,  an  infult  upon  t^e  King 
of  Ivings. 

The  board  therefore  cannot  but 
look  upon  the  faid  libel  with  the  Ot- 
moll  abhorence  and  deteftation :  and 
they  are  firmly  perfuaded  the  pro- 
vince in  general  view  it  in  the 
fame  light :  the  threats  therefore  im- 
plied in  the  faid  libel  cannot  be  the 
threats  of  the  province,  but  of  the 
libeller. 

The  board  take  this  opportunity 
with  one  voice  to  affure  your  Excel- 
lency, that,  to  the  utmoft  of  their 
power,  they  will  always  defend  and 
fupport  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the 
King's  governor :    and  will  be  ever 
ready  to  do,  in  this  affair,  as  in  every 
other,  whatever  the  majefty  of  the 
King,  the  honour  of  the  general  court, 
and  the  true  iatereft  of  this  province, 
fhall  require. 
His  Excellency  nvas  pleafed  to  return 
the fotlonving  anfwer. 
Gentlemen, 

I  thank  you  mcA  heartily  for  this 
addrefs,  in  which  you  exprefs  fo  full 
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ntid  unanimous  a  fenfe  of  your  duty 
to  the  King,  and  your  refolution  to 
fupport  his  government  in  this  pro* 
vince.  For  myfelf,  I  am  fo  fortified 
in  a  oonfcioafnefs  of  my  own  integri- 
ty, which  has  hitherto  defied  the  ut- 
raoft  malice  to  impeach  it  publlckly, 
that  I  am  not  to  be  moved  by  the  im- 
potent attacks  of  an  anonymous  li- 
celler.  t  fliould  not  have  taken  no- 
tice of  the  libel  in  qu«ftion,  if  I  had 
not  apprehended  itpregnantwith  dan- 
ger to  the  government.  As  you  are 
of  the  fame  opinion,  I  have  only  to 
aiTure  yoD,  that  T  will  at  aTl  times 
moft  readily  join  with  you  in  all  pro- 
per meafures  to  maintain  the  autho- 
rity of  the  King,  and  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  people,  within  the 
province,  committed  by  his  Majefty 
to  my  charge. 
Council-Chamher,    FftA. Bernard. 

March  3,  1768. 
His  Excelhncy  feut  the  like  mejjage  to 

the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  as  the 

preceeding  to  jhe   Council,    mutatis 

mutandis  ;  to  luhich  the  Houfe  made 

the  following  anf^wer. 
Ill  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentati'ves,  March 
3,   1768. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hancock,  Mr. 
Otis,  Col.  Ward,  Mr.  Spooner,  and 
Capt.  Bradford,  be  a  committee  to 
wait  on  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 
with  the  following  anrwer  to  his  mef- 
fage  of  the  1  ft  inftant. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

In  duty  and  great  refpeft  to  bis 
Majerty's  reprefentative  and  governor 
of  the  province,  this  houfe  have  given 
all  due  attention  to  your  meflage  of 
the  firft  inftant.  You  are  pleaied  to 
recommend  to  their  ferious  confide- 
ration,  a  publication  in  the  Eofton 
Gazette  of  Monday  laft  as  "  being 
carried  to  a  length,  which  if  unno- 
ticed, muft  endanger  the  very  being 
of  government."  In  this  view,  your 
Excellency,  in  the  notice  you  have 
tak^n  of  it,  without  doubt,    aded 
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"  confidently  with  the  regard  to  this 
province,  which  you  profefs." 

We  are  very  forry  that  any  publi- 
cation in  ihe  news-paper,  or  any  other 
caufe,  fhould  give  your  Excellency  aa 
apprehension  of  danger  to  the  being 
or  dignity  of  his  Majefty's  govern- 
ment here.  But  this  houfe,  after  ex- 
amination into  the  nature  and  impdr- 
tance  of  the  paper  referred  to,  cannot 
fw'e  reafon  to  admit  of  fuch  conclufioa 
as  your  Excellency  has  formed.  No 
particular  perfon  public  or  private  is 
named  in  it:  and  as  it  doth  not  ap- 
pear to  the  houfe,  that  any  tjiing  con- 
tained in  it  can  aSed  *'  the  majefty 
of  the  King,  the  dignity  of  the  go- 
vernment, the  honour  of  the  gene.al 
court,  or  the  true  interefl  of  the  pro- 
vince," they  think  they  may  be  hilly 
juftified  in  their  determination  to  take 
no  further  notice  of  it.f 

The  liberty  of  the  prefs  is  a  great 
bulwark  of  the  liberty  of  the  people : 
it  is  therefore  the  incumbent  duty  of 
thofe  who  arc  conftituted  the  guar- 
dians of  the  people's  right,  to  defend 
and  maintain  it.  This  houfe,  how- 
ever, as  one  branch  of  the  legiflature, 
in  which  capacity  alone  they  have 
any  authority,  are  ready  to  difcoun- 
tenance  an  abufe  of  this  privilege, 
whenever  there  ihall  be  occaiion  for 
it :  fliould  the  proper  bounds  of  it 
be  at  any  time  tranfgrefled,  to  the 
prejudice  of  individuals,  or  the  pub- 
lic, it  is  their  opinion  at  preient,  that 
provifion  is  already  made  for  the 
puniftiment  of  offenders  in  the  com- 
mon courfe  of  the  law.  This  pro- 
vilion,  the  houfe  apprehend,  in  the 
prcfent  ftate  of  tranquility  in  the  pro- 
vince, is  fufiicient,  without  the  jn- 
terpofition  of  the  general  affembly; 

which, 

\  The  divifion  upon  this  queftion  was  56 

to  18 It  was  afltrwards  given  in  charge  t(» 

the  Grand  Jury  to  pref^nt  the  piece  «s  a  l:bo!. 
They  refufej  10  find  the  bill.  And  thus  tli« 
matter  Aopd  when  the  laft  aavico  came  in  a 
Bufton. 


^1 


1 


««t  PRIOR       DO 

which,  however  it  is  hoped,  will  at 
all  timet  be  both  ready  and  wilKng  to 
filpport  the  execative  power  in  the 
due  adminiftration  of  jnftice,  when- 
ever any  extraordinary  aid  fllall  be- 
come needfuli 

The  di'vifion  in  the  Hou/e  upon  this 
mejfage  luas  39  to  30. 

Bojion,  (Friday)  March  4,  1768. 
Thii  day  his  Excellency  the  Go'vertioi' 
prorogued  the  great  and  general  court 
unto  Wednesday  the  I  yh  of  April 
next,  after  making  the  following 
fpeech. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tiveSi 
The  moderation  &nd  good  temper, 
which  appeared  to  regulate  your  con- 
duft  at  the  opening  this  feflion,  fo 
flattered  me  that  I  promifed  myfelf 
that  the  like  difpofition  would  have 
continued  to  the  end  of  it.  But  I  am 
forry  to  find  that  the  lovers  of  con'- 
tention,  have  ftiewed  themfelves  not 
fo  intent  upon  preventing  it,  as  upon 
waiting  for  a  fit  opportunity  to  revive 
it.  The  extraordinary  and  indecent 
obfervations  which  have  been  made 
upon  the  Secretary  of  State's  letter, 
wrote,  as  I  may  fay  in  the  prefence  of 
the  King himfelf,  will  fully  juilify  this 
fuggeftion.  The  caufes  of  the  cen- 
fure  therein  contained,  have  been  fpe- 
cifically  afligned  and  fet  forth  in  the 
letter  itfelf.  Thefe  caufes  are  fafts 
univerfally  known,  and  no  where  to 
be  denied ;  they  are  confidered  in 
the  letter  as  the  fole  caufes  of  the 
cenfurcconfequent  thereto;  andtliere 
Wasnooccafion  to  refort  to  my  letters, 
or  any  other  letters,  for  other  reafons 
for  it.  If  you  think  that  thi.s  cenfure 
is  /ingular,  you  deceh  e  yourfelvjs  ; 
and  you  are  not  fo  \vc!'  informed  of 
What  paiTes  at  V\tliiunfter  a^.  you 
Ought  in  be,  if  you  di'  <:ot  know  that 
it  is  a'saencJ  vwA  ivienfive  lu  the 
knowfedgebf  tiic  pvocceding  u-.wliiJi 
it  is  Hpplicd  i  and  tlierefori^  all  your 
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infinuations  againft  me,  upon  falfe 
fuppofitions  of  my  having  mifrepre- 
fented  you,  are  vain  and  groundlefsi 
when  everv  effeft  is  to  be  accounted 
for  from  plain  narrative  of  fa£ls  which 
muft  have  appeared  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  from  your  own  journals.  It 
is  not  therefore  me,  gentlemen,  that 
you  call  to  account :  it  is  the  noble 
writer  of  the  letter  himfelf,  the  King's 
minider  of  ilate,  who  has  taken  tne 
liberty  to  find  fault  with  the  conduft 
of  a  party  in  your  aflTembly. 
,  Nor  am  I  lefs  innocent  of  the  mak- 
ing this  letter  a  fubjedl  of  public  re- 
fentment.  When  upon  the  bell  ad- 
vice, I  found  myfelf  obliged  to  com^ 
municate  it  to  you,  I  did  it  in  fuch  4 
manner,  that  it  might  not^  and  would 
not,  if  you  had  been  pleafed,  have 
tranfpired  out  of  the  general  eourti 
Prudent  men,  moderate  men  would 
have  confidered  it  as  an  admonition 
rather  than  a  cenfure,  and  have  made 
ufe  of  it  as  a  means  of  reconciliation, 
rather  than  of  further  diftraftion  : 
but  there  are  men  to  whofe  being  (I 
mean  the  being  of  their  imprrtance) 
everlafting  contention  is  necefTar/i 
And  by  thefe  has  this  letter  been 
dragged  into  public,  and  has  been 
the  fubjefl  of  declamatory  obferva'- 
tions ;  which  together  with  large  ex- 
trafts  of  the  letter  itfelf,  have  imme- 
diately after  been  carried  to  the  prefs 
of  the  publilhers  of  an  infamous 
news-paper;  notwithftanding the  let- 
te/*  had  been  communicated  in  a  con- 
fidence that  no  copy  of  it  Ihould  bft 
permitted  to  be  taken.  So  little  have 
availed  the  noble  Lord's  intentions 
of  pointing  out  the  means  of  reftoring 
peace  and  harmony  to  this  govern- 
ment, and  my  defire  to  purfue  fuch 
falutary  purpofe  to  the  utmofl  of  my 
power. 

Having  faid  thus  much  to  vindicate 
myi'e'f,  which  every  honeft  man  has 
a  riglit  to  do,  I  muft  add,  that  I  have 
done  nothing  on  my  part  to  occafion 
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ft  difpute  between  me  and  your  houfe ; 
it  has  been  forced  upon  me  by  parti- 
cular perfons  for  their  own  purpofes. 
I  never  will  have  any  difpute  with  the 
reprefentatiyes  of  this  good  people 
y/hich  I  can  prevent,  and  will  always 
treat  them  with  due  regard,  and  ren- 
der them  real  fervice  when  it  is  in 
my  power.  Time  and  experience 
will  foon  pull  the  malks  off  thofe  falfe 
patriots,  w}>0  ar^  facrificing  their 
pountry  to  the  gratification  of  their 
own  paflions.  In  the  mean  while,  I 
(hall  with  more  firmnefs  than  ever, 
if  it  is  poflible,  purfue  that  fteady 
9ondu£l,  which  the  fervice  of  the  King 
ahd  the  prefervation  of  this  govern- 
inent  fo  forcibly  demand  of  me.  And 
I  fhall,  above  all,  endeavour  to  ^e- 
jfend  this  injured  country  from  the 
imputations  which  are  caft  upon  it, 
land  the  evils  which  threaten  it,  arifing 
from  the  machinations  of  a  few,  very 
few,  difcontented  men,  and  by  no 
means  to  be  charged  on  the  generality 
pf  the  people. 

Geifthmen  of  the  Council, 
I  return  you  thanks  for  your  ftea- 
dy, uniform  and  patriotic  conduft 
during  this  whole  lelRon,  which  has 
^ewn  you  imprefTed  with  a  full  fenfe 
of  your  duty  both  to  "your  king  and 
to  your  country.  The  unanimous 
example  of  men  of  your  relpedtable 
charadlers,  cannot  fail  of  having  great 
weight  to  engage  the  people  in  gene- 
ral, to  unite  in  proper  means  to  put 
an  end  to  the  diflention,  which  has 
fo  long  harrafTed  this  province  in  its 
internal  policy,  and  difgraced  it  in 
its  reputation  abroad.  I  fliall  not 
fail  to  make  a  faithful  reprefentation 
jo  "  '  Majefty  of  >  ouf  merit  upon  thi^ 
pccafion . 
Council-Chamber,  March  4,  1768. 

On  the  2ift  of  June,  the  members 
of  the  aflembly  ofMalTachufetts-bay 
Received  the  following  meflage  from 
Governor  Bernard. 
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Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives, 

I  have  his  Majeljy's  orders  to  make 
a  requifition  to  you,  which  I  commu- 
nicate in  the  very  words  in  which  I 
have  received  it.  I  muft  defire  you 
to  take  it  into  immediate  conftdera- 
tion,  and  I  afTure  you  that  your  refb* 
lution  thereon  will  have  moft  impor> 
tant  confequences  to  the  province.  I 
am  myfelf .  merely  minifterial  in  this 
bufmefs,  having  received  his  Majef- 
ty's  inftruftion  for  all  I  have  to  do  in 
it.  I  henrtily  wifti  that  you  may  fee 
how  forcible  the  expediency  of  your 
giving  this  teftimonial  of  your  duty 
and  fubmiflion  is  at  this  time.  If  you 
fliould  think  otherwife,  I  muft  ncver- 
thelefs  do  my  duty. 
Council-Chamher,    Fra.  Bernard. 

June  31,  1768. 
The  following  was  the  extras  of  the 

letter  from  the  Earl  of  Hill/ioreugh, 

referred  to  in   Governor   Bernard*! 

mejfage,  dated  Whitehall,  April  izd^ 

1768. 

It  gives  great  concern  to  his  Ma- 
jefty to  find  that  the  fame  mods- 
ration  which  appeared  by  your  letter 
to  have  L  ""ii  iadopted  at  the  begin-' 
ning  of  the  feflion  in  a  full  aflembly, 
had  not  continued,  and  that,  inftead 
of  that  fpirit  of  prudence  and  relpeft 
to  the  conftitution,  which  feemed  at 
that  time  to  influence  the  condu£l  of 
a  large  majority  of  the  members,  a 
thin  houfe  at  the  end  of  the  feflion 
ftiould  have  prefumed  to  revert  to, 
and  refolve  upon  a  njieafure  of  fo  in- 
flammatory a  nature  as  that  of  writing 
to  the  other  colonies  on  the  fubjed  of 
their  intended  reprcfentations  againft 
feme  late  afts  of  parliament. 

His  Majefty  confiders  this  ftep  as 
evidently  tending  to  create  unwar- 
rantable combinations,  to  excite  an 
unjuftifiable  oppofition  to  the  confti- 
tutional  authority  of  Parliament,  and 
to  revive  thofe  unhappy  divifions  and 
diftraftions  which  have  operated  fo 
D  d  2  prcjiv 
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prejudicially  to  the  true  interefts  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  colonies. 

After  what  pafled  in  the  former 
part  of  the  feflion,  and  after  the  de- 
clared  fenfe  of  fo  large  a  majority 
when  the  houfe  was  full,  his  Mijefty 
cannot  but  confider  this  as  a  very  un- 
fair proceeding,  and  the  refolutions 
taken  thereupon  to  be  contrary  to  the 
real  fenfe  of  the  aflembly,  and  pro- 
cured by  fuiprize  :  and  therefore  it  is 
the  King's  pleafure,  that  fo  foon  as 
the  general  court  is  again  aHiembled 
at  the  time  prefcribed  by  the  charter, 
you  Ibould  require  of  the  JHoufe  of  Re- 
prefcntatives,  in  his  Majelly's  name, 
to  iefcind  the  refdlution  which  gave 
birth  to  the  circular  letter  from  the 
Speaker,  and  to  declare  their  difappro- 
bation  of,  and  diffent  to,  thai:  rain  and 
hafty  proceeding. 

His  Majefty  has  the  fullell  relianct: 
upon  the  affedlion  of  his  good  fub- 
jedls  in  the  Mafllachufetts-Bay,  and 
has  obferved,  with  fatisfaftion,  that 
fpirit  of  decency,  and  love  of  order, 
which  has  difcovered  itfelf  in  the  con- 
dudl  of  the  moft  confiderable  of  its 
inhabitants ;  and  therefore  his  Ma- 
jefty  has  the  better  ground  to  hope, 
that  the  attempts  made  by  a  defperate 
fadion  to  diftiirb  the  public  tranqui- 
lity, will  be  difcountenanced,  and 
that  the  execution  of  the  meafure  re- 
commended to  you  will  not  meet  with 
any  difficulty. 
G  over  tier  of  the  Maffachu/etts-Bay. 

Two  days  after,  the  Houfe  of  Jffembly 
fent  this  mejfage  to  Gevermr  Ber- 
nard. 

May  it  pJeaJe  your  Excellency, 
The  Houfe  oiRcprcfentatives  hum- 
bly requeft  your  Ericellency  to  lay  be- 
fore them  a  copy  of  his  Majefty's  in- 
ftruftions  referred  to  in  your  meffage 
of  the  21ft  iniiant ;  a  copy  of  the  let- 
ter to  your  Excellency  from  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Earl  of  HilUborough  of 
April  32,  1768;  a  copy  of  a  letter 
to  |kis  lordHiip,  communicated  lately 


to  the  Honourable  Board ;  and  copieii 
of  letters  wrote  by  your  Excellency  to 
his  tordlhip,  relaxing  to  the  fubfedt  of 
the  aforefaid  mefiage. 

June  23,  1768. 
The  Governor  replied  to  this  mejfage  next 

day  as  fhlloios : 
Gentlemen  .of  the  Houfe  of  Reprcfenta- 
tives. 

I  fhould  have  communicated  the 
whole  of  the  Earl  of  Hilllborough's 
letter  relating  to  the  bufinefs  which  t 
laid  before  you  on  the  2  ill  iniiant,  if  I 
had  not  been  deiirous  that  your  com* 
pliance  with  his  Majefty's  requifition 
might  have  its  fullell  merit,  by  its 
appealing  to  be  entirely  dictated  by  2 
fe«fe  of  your  duty. 

But  fince  you  defire  to  know  what 
my  further  orders  are,  1  hereby  fend 
you  a  copy  of  the  other  part  of  the 
letter  relati  -^  to  this  bufinefs,  which 
contains  all  my  inftruflions  thereupon ; 
and  as  I  know  you  will  not  expeA 
that  I  ftiould  difobey  the  King's  pofi- 
tive  commands,  I  mull  deiire  that  if 
you  ihould  refolve  to  oblige  me  to  ex- 
ecute them,  you  will  previouily  to 
your  giving  your  iinal  anfwer,  pre- 
vent the  inconveniencies  which  mull 
fall  upon  the  people  for  want  of  the 
annual  tax  bill,  which  J  underiland 
is  not  as  yet  fent  up  to  the  board ; 
for  if  I  am  obliged  to  diifolve  the  ge- 
neral court,  I  ihall  not  think  myfelf 
at  liberty  to  call  another,  till  I  re- 
ceive his  Majefty's  commands  for 
that  purpofe,  whi^h  will  be  too  late 
to  preveht  the  treafurer  ilTuing  his 
warrants  for  the  whole  tax  granted  by 
the  aft  of  laft  year. 

As  to  the  letter  of  the  Earlof  Hillf- 
borough,  which  I  communicated  to 
the  council,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  be 
the  proper  judge  of  the  time  and 
occafion  of  communicating  any  papers 
I  receive,  to  the  council  or  the  houfe. 
If  I  had  then  thought  it  expedient  to 
lay  it  before  the  houfe,  I  fhould  have 
then  done  it ;  when  I  ihall  think  it  ib, 
I  lliall  do  it.  As 
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paptrs 
houfe. 


As  to  yoat  requeft  of  copies  of  my    before  ypn  his  Majefty's  reqn^fition. 


letten  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  you 
may  aflare  yourfelves  that  I  ihall  never 
malce  public  my  letters  to  his  Majef- 
ty's minifters,  but  upon  my  own  mo- 
tion, and  for  my  own  reafons. 
CoHncil-Chimber,  Fra. Bernard. 
Jimei^f  1768. 


fignified  by  his  Seaetary  of  State :  I 
mud  therefore  defire  you  to  come  tfif 
a  refolution  upon  it,  for  I  cannot  ad- 
mit of  a  much  longer  delay,  wi^oot 
con^dering  it  as  an  anfwer  in  the  ne-  ' 
gative. 
Ceuneil- Chamitr,   Fra.Bb&«ard. 


June  2%,  1768. 

ftmahttler  of  Lord  HUlJboreugh*,  kmr    tj-g  ,^;,  ^^jjr      ,^^  jjg„j-^  returned  the 
to  the  Governor  of  the  Maffachujetts-  f  dicing  anfiver  the  next  day : 

^?c'fT  d^     ^-c   '7f^.;.  .      .         .   May  it  pkafe  your  Excellency, 
_  -If  it  ftould   and  :5,  notwithftand-        j„  ^^^^J^^  ^ J^  Excellency's  mef- 
Hig  the  apprehenfions   whicji   may    f        ft^e  28th  inftant,  the  Ifoufe 


juttly  be  entertained  of  the  ill  confe 
quence  of  a  continuance  of  this  fac- 
tious fpirit,  which  feems  to  have  in- 
fluenced the  refolutions  of  the  afTem- 
bly  at  the  conclufion  of  the  laft  feflion, 
the  new  afTcmbly  ihould  refufe  to  com- 
ply with  his  Majefty's  reafonable  ex- 
peftation,  it  is  the  King's  pleafure 
that  you  (hould  immediately  diiTolve 
jthem,  and  trartfrait  to  me,  to  be  laid 
before  his  Majefty,  an  account  of  their 
proceedings  thereupon,  to  the  end  that 
his  Majefty  may,  if  he  thinks  fit,  lay 
the  whole  matter  before  his  Parlia- 
ment, that  fuch  provifions  as  ftiall  be 
found  neceflary  may  be  made,  to  pre- 
vent for  the  future  a  conduct  of  fo  ex- 
traordinary and  unconftitutional  a  na- 
ture. 

As  it  is  not  his  Majefty's  intention 
that  a  faithful  difcharge  of  your  duty 
Ihould  operate  to  your  own  prej  udice, 
or  to  the  dtfcontinuance  of  any  necef- 
fary  eftabliftiments,  proper  care  will 
be  taken  for  the  fupport  of  the  dignity 
of  government. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard. 
Sir,  your  moft  obedient 

humble  fervant, 
HILLSBOROUGH. 
On  the  28//&  ofjutte,  1768,  the  Houfe 

of  Reprefentati'ves  received  a  meffcige 

from  the  Governor  in  tkefe  'words : 
Gentlemin  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
ti'ves, 

It  is  now  a  full  week  lince  I  laid 


of  Reprefentatives  requeft,  that  your 
Excellency  would  favour  this  general 
court  with  a  r^cefs,  that  they  may 
confult  their  conftituents  refpeSing 
the  requifition  contained  in  your  mei- 
fage  of  the  2 1  ft  inft.  in  confequence  of 
the  ^arl  of  Hillflwrough's  letter  to 
your  Excellency. 

The  Governor  immediately  fept  his  replf 

to  this  requefi' cf  the  Houfe  of  Affem- 

bly ,  as  foihixis  : 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprtfentm* 
tivts, 

I  cannot  confiftcntly  with  my  fenfe 
of  my  duty  prorogue  or  adjourn' the 
general  court,  until  I  haye  received 
your  anfwer  to  his  Majefty's  requifi- 
tion ;  I  muft  therefore  repeat  my  re- 
queft to  you  to  bring  this  matter  to  a 
conclufioi^. 
Council- Chamber,    Fra.  Bernard. 

June  29,  1768. 

The  next  day,  being  Thurfday  the 
30th  of  June,  a  committee  of  the 
Houfe  reported  a  letter  to  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Earl  of  Hillftjorough, 
which  was  diftindly  read  to  the  mem- 
bers feveral  times,  and  afterwards  ac- 
cepted by  a  majority  of  ninety-three 
out  of  one  hundred  and  five.  A  fair 
copy  was  ordered  to  be  direftly  taken 
for  the  Speaker  to  fign  and  tranfmit 
to' his  lordlhip  as  foon  as  poftible. 
This  letter  was  in  the  following 
wofds: 

.  Frih 
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Prtviuct  ef  tht  Maffachufttts-Bay,  tended,  with  a  deep  concern,  to  the 

June  30,  1768.  fever^laasoftheBritifli  Parliament^ 

My  Lord,  which  impofe  duties  and  taxes  on  the 

HisExcellcncy  the  governor  of  this  colonies;  not  for  the  purpofe  of  re- 
province  has  been  pleafed  to  commu-  gulating  the  trade,  but  with  the  fele 
nicate  to  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta-  intention  of  raifing  a  revenue.  Thia 
tives  extracts  of  a  letter  he  had  re-  concern,  my  Lprd,  fo  far  from  being 
ceived  from  your  lordfhip,  dated  limited  within  tt^e  circle  of  a  few  in7 
Whitehall,  zsjd  of  April,  1768;  confideraie  perfons,  is  become  uhi- 
jH^herein  it  is  declared  to  be  the  royal  verfal ;  the  moft  refpeflable  for  for-r 
pleafure,  that  he  fhould  require  of  tMne,  rank,  and  ftation,  as  well  as 
them,  in  his  Majeily's  name,  to  re-  probity  and  underil^nding,  in  the 
fcind  the  refolntion,  which  gave  birth  province,  with  very  fe>y  exceptions, 
to  a  circular  letter  from  the  Speaker  are  alarmed  with  apprehenfions  of  the 
of  the  laftHoufp,  and  to  declare  their  fatal  confequences  of  a  power  exer- 
difapprobation  of,  and  diflent  to,  that  cifed  in  any  one  part  of  the  British 
rafh  and  hafty  proceeding.-  Empire,  to  command  and  apply  th« 

The  Houfe  are  humbly  of  opinion,  property  of  their  fellojv-fubjeils  at 


that  a  requifitipn  from  the  throne  of 
this  nature,  to  a  Britifii  Houfe  of 
;pommons  has  )>een  very  unufual : 


difcretiqn.  This  confideration  pre-' 
vailed  on  the  lall  Houfe  of  li^eprefen- 
tatives  to  refolve  on  an  humble,  du- 


perhaps  there  has  been  no  fuch  prece-     tiful,  and  Ipyal  petition  to  the  King, 


dent  fince  the  revolution,  if  this  be 
the  cafe,  fome  very  aggravated  re- 
prefcntations  of  this  meafure  muft 
have  been  made  to  his  Majefty,  to 
induce  him  tp  require  of  this  Houftt 
to  refcind  a  refolution  of  a  former 
Houfe,  upon  pain  of  forfeiting  their 
exiftence;  for,  my  Lord,  the  Houfe 
©f  Reprefentatives,  duly  elefted,  are 
fonftituted  by  the  royal  charter,  the 
ireprefentative  body  of  his  Majefty's 
faithful  commons  of  this  province  in 
the  general  aflembly. — Your  Lord- 
fhip is  pleafed  to  fay,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty confiders  this  ftep  "  as  evidently 
tending  to  create  unwarrantable  com- 
.binations,  and  to  excite  an  unjufliii- 
ablc  oppulition  to  the  conditutional 
authority  of  Parliament:  "  the  Houfe, 
therefore,  thought  it  their  indifpen- 
fibJe  duty  immediately  to  revife  the  let- 
ter referred  to,  and  carefully  to  recol- 
kft,  as  far  as  they  were  able,  the 
fentiments  which  prevailed  in  that 
Houfe,  to  induce  them  to  revert  to 
and  refolve  on  the  meafure. 
It  may  be  neceflary  tp  obferve,  that 
'the  people  in  this  province  haye  at- 


the  common  head  and  father  of  all  his 
people,  for  his  gracious  interpofition 
in  favour  of  his  fabjefts  of  this  pro- 
vince.—If  your  Lordfhip,  whom  hi^ 
Majefty  has  honoured  with  the  Ame- 
rican department,  has  been  inftru- 
niental  in  prefenting  a  petition  fo  in- 
terefling  to  the  well-being  of  his  loy- 
al fubjefts  here,  this  Houfe  beg  leave 
to  make  their  moft  grateful  acknow- 
ledgements, and  to  implore  your  con- 
tinued aid  and  patronage. 
_  As  all  his  Majefty's  North  Ame- 
rican fubjedls  are  alike  afFefted  by 
thefe  Parliamentary  revenue  afts,  th<» 
former  Houfe  very  juftly  fuppofed, 
tj>at  each  of  the  aflemblies  on  the  con- 
tinent would  take  fuch  methods  of 
obtaining  redrpfs  as  ihould  be  thought 
by  them  rcfpedlively  to  be  regular  and 
proper ;  and  being  defirous  that  the 
feveral  applications  fhould  harmonize 
with  each  other,  they  refolved  oi» 
their  circular  letter,  wherein  thtir 
only  vie\y  feems  to  be  to  advertife 
their  fifter  colonies  of  the  meafure^ 
they  liad  taken  upon  a  common  and 
ipjportaiu  concern,  \yit|)out  9nce  cal- 
ling 
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ling  upon  them  to  adopt  thofc  mea- 
fures,  or  any  other. 

Your  Lordlhip,  furdy,  will  not 
think  it  a  crime  in  that  Houfe,  to 
have  taken  a  ftep  which  was  perfeftly 
confiftent  with  the  coaftitution,  and 
had  a  natural  tendency  to  compof* 
the  minds  of  his  Majcfty's  fuJ^efts  of 
this  and  his  other  colonies,  until  in  hi« 
royal  clemency  he  fliould  afford  them 
relief— ak  a  time  when  it  Teemed  to  be 
the  evident  defien  of  a  party  to  pre- 
vent calm,  deliberate,  rational,  and 
conftitational  meafures  from  being 
purfued,  or  to  flop  the  diftrefles  of  the 
people  from  reaching  his  Majefty's 
ear,  and  confequently  to  precipitate 
them  into  a  ftate  of  defperation  and 
inelancholy  extremity.— Thus,  my 
Lord,  it  appears  to  this  Houfe ;  and 
your  Lordlhip  will  impartially  judge, 
whether  a  reprefentaiion  of  it  to  his 
Majelly  as  a  meafure  "  of  an  inflam- 
matory nature"-  as  a  ftep  eridehtly 
tending  "  to  create  unwarrantable 
combinations,"  and  "to  excite  an 
unjuftifiable  opinion  to  the  couftitu- 
tional  authority  of  the  Parliament, " 
be  not  injurious  to  the  reprefentatives 
of  this  people,  and  an  affront  to  his 
Majcftv  himfelf. 

An  attempt,  my  Lord,  to  imprefs 
the  rcyal  mind  with  a  jealoufy  of  his 
faithful  fubjefts,  for  which  there  are 
no  juft  grounds,  is  a  crime  of  the  moft 
malignant  nature,  as  it  tends  to  dif- 
turb  and  deftroy  that  mutual  confi- 
dence between  the  Prince  and  the 
fubjeds,  which  is  the  only  true  bafis 
of  public  happinefs  and  fecurity :  your 
Lordfliip,  upon  enquiry,  may  find 
that  fuch  bale  and  wicked  attempts 
have  been  made. 

It  u  an  inexpreffible  grief  to  the 
people  of  this  province,  to  find  re- 
peated cenfurers  calling  upon  them, 
not  from  minifters  of  ftate  alone,  but 
from  Majefty  itfelf,  grounded  on  let- 
ters and  accufations  from  the  gover- 
nor, a  fight  of  which  iho'  repeatedly 
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requefted  of  his  Excellency,  is  refiifed. 
—There  b  no  evil  of  this  life  which 
they  fo  fenfibljr  firel  as  the  difpleafure 
of  their  fovereign ;  it  is  a  puni(hment 
which  they  are  affured  his  Majefty 
would  never  infli£t,  but  upon  a  repre- 
ientation  of  the  juftice  of  it  from  his 
fervants  whom  he  confides  in; — Your 
Lordlhip  will  allow  the  Houfe  to  ap- 
peal to  your  own  candor  upon  the 
hardftiip  of  their  being  made  to  fuffi^r 
fo  fevere  a  misfortune,  without  ever 
being  called  to  anfwer  for  themfelves, 
or  even  made  acquainted  with  the 
matters  of  charge  allcdged  againft 
them;  a  right  which,  by  the  com- 
mon rules  of  fociety,  founded  in  the 
eternal  laws  of  reafon  and  equity, 
they  are  juftly  entitled  to.  The  Houfe 
is  not  willing  to  trefpafs  upon  your 
patience ;  they  could  recite  numbers 
of  inftances  fince  Governor  Bernard 
has  been  honoured  by  his  Majefty  to 
prefideover  this  province,  of  their  fuf- 
fering  the  King's  difpleafure  ^through 
the  inftrumentality  of  the  Governor, 
intimated  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
without  the  leaft  previous  notice  that 
they  had  ever  deviated  from  the  path 
of  their  duty*  This  they  humbly 
conceive,  is  juft  matter  of  complaint, 
and  it  may  ferve  to  convince  your 
Lordfliip,  »^hat  his  Excellency  has  not 
that  tender  feeling  for  his  Majefty's 
fubjedls  which  is  charafteriftic  of  a 
good  Governor,  and  of  which  the 
fovereign  affords  an  illuftrious  ex- 
ample. 

It  is  the  good  fortune  of  the  Houfe 
to  be  able  to  ftiew  that  the  meafures 
of  the  laft  Houfe,  referred  to  in  your 
Lordfliip's  letter  to  the  governor,  have 
been  grofly  mifreprefented  in  all  its 
circumftances ;  and  it  is  matter  of 
aftoniftiment,  that  a  trnnfadtion  of 
the  Houfe,  the  bufmefs  of  which  is 
conftantly  done  in  the  open  view  of 
the  world,  could  be  thus  coloured ;  a 
tranfa£lion  which,  by  fpecial  order  of 
the  Houfe,  was  laid  before  his  Excel- 
lency, 


f 


■ 


wt 


PltlOR      tioCUMfeNTS. 


'I   . 


I 


lency,  whofe  duty  to  his  Majefty  is, 
at  leail,  not  to  mifinform  him. 

His  Excellency  could  not  but  ac- 
knowledge, injufticeto  that  Houfe, 
that  mo&ration  took  place  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  feflion.  This  is  a 
Uuth,  my  Lord.  It  was  a  principle 
with  the  Houfe  to  conduft  the  affairs 
of  government  in  their  department  fo 
as  to  avoid  the  Uaft  occafion  of  of- 
fence. As  an  inilance  of  their  pacific 
difpoiliion,  they  granted  a  ftrther 
eftablifhment  for  one  of  his  Majcfty's 
garrilbns  in  the  pi.  -'ince,  rather  to 
gratify  his  Excellency,  who  had  re- 
queued it,  than  from  a  full  conviction 
of  its  neceffity.  But  your  Lordfhip  is 
informed,  that  this  moderation  "  did 
not  continue,"  and  that  "  inftead  of 
a  fpirit  of  prudence  and  refpedl  of  the 
conftitution,  which  feemed  at  that 
time  to  influence  the  condudi  of  a 
large  majority  of  the  members,  a  thin 
Houfe,  at  the  end  Qf  the  lellion,  pre- 
fomed  to  revert  to,  and  refolve  on  a 
meafure  of  an  infl.immatory  nature," 
— "  conttrary  to  the  real  fenfe  of  the 
Houfe,"— and  •'  procured  by  fur- 
prize."— My  Lord,  the  iownal  and 
minutes  of  the  Houfe  will  prove  the 
contrary  of  all  this :  and  to  convince 
your  Lord fliip,  the  Houfe  beg  leave 
to  lay  before  you  the  feveral  rtfolu- 
tio«s  relating  to  thefe  matters  as  they 
^and  recorded. 

The  Houfe  having  finilhed  their 
petition  to  the  King,  and  their  letters 
to  divers  of  his  Majefty's  minifters ; 
a  motion  was  regularly  made,  on  the 
2ift  of  January,  which  was  the  mid- 
dle of  the  feflion,  and  a  refolution 
was  then  taken,  to  appoint  a  time  to 
confider  the  expediency  of  willing  to 
the  affemblies  of  the  other  colonics  on 
this  continent,  with  relpedt  to  the 
importance  of  their  joining  with  them 
in  petitioning  his  Majeily  at  this  time. 
Accordingly,  on  the  day  afligned, 
there  being  eighty-two  members  pre- 
icnt,  a  number  siways  allowed  to  be 


fafScient  to  make  a  full  Houfe^  th« 
queltion  was  debated  ;  in  confequenc* 
of  which  a  motion  took  place,  that 
letters  be  wrote  to  the  feveral  aflfcm- 
blies  of  the  provinces  and  colonies  on 
the  continent,  acquainting  them  that 
the  Houfe  had  taken  into  confi- 
deration  the  difficulties  to  which  they 
are,  and  muft  be  reduced,  b)r  the 
operation  of  the  late  ails  of  Parlia- 
ment, for  levying  duties  and  taxes  on 
the  colonies ;  and  have  refoived  on  an 
humble,  dutiful,  and  loyal  petition  to 
his  Majefty  for  redrefs,  and  alfo  upon 
proper  rcprefentations  to  his  Majeily's 
miniAcrs  on  the  fubje£t.  And  to  de- 
fire  that  they  would  feverally  take 
fuch  conllitutional  meafures  there* 
upon,  as  they  Ihould  judge  moft 
proper.  And  the  queilion  upon  the 
motion  pafTed  in  the  negative  —  On 
Thurfday  the  4th  of  February,  it  wa» 
moved  in  thrf  Houfe,  that  the  fore- 
going quelHon  be  reconfidered,  fo  far 
as  to  leave  it  at  laige ;  and,  conform- 
able to  a  (landing  rule  of  the  Houfe, 
that  no  vote  or  order  Ihall  be  recon- 
fidered at  any  time,  uniefs  the  Houfe 
be  as  full  as  when  fuch  vote  or  order 
was  palled  ;  the  number  in  the  Houle 
was  called  for,  and  it  appearing  thaC 
eighty-two  members  were  prefent*, 
the  queflion  was  put,  and  palled  in 
the  affirmative  by  a  large  majority ; 
and  by  an  immediately  fubfequent 
refolve,  the  firll  vote  was  ordered  to 
be  erafed. — The  fame  day  the  re- 
folution which  gave  birth  to  the  cir- 
cular letter  took  place ;  a  queflioa 
being  regularly  moved  and  fairly  de- 
bated, whether  the  Houfe  would  ap- 
point a  committee  to  prepare  a  letter 
to  be  fent  to  each  of  the  Houfes  of 

•  The  lame  number  as  before  :  it  is  to  be 
obllrvcd  that  ihe  Houfe  at  that  time  confiAed 
ot  about  1 10  mciiibi-rs  •.  by  the  loval  charter 
40  make*  a  i]uorum  ;  hence  it  appears  that 
8;  membir.;  are  more  than  double  the  num- 
ber Aifficient  lepaily  to  trantaft  biifinefs,  and 
were  then  three  quarters  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

Reprefcntatives 


> 
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Reprefentatives  and  Burgcfles  on  the 
continent,  to  inform  tnem  of  the 
meafures  which  this  Houfe  has  taken 
with  regard  to  the  difficulties  arifing 
from  the  afts  of  Parliament  for  levy- 
ine  duties  and  taxes  on  the  American 
colonies,  and  report  to  the  Houfe, 
which  pafTed  in  the  affirmative ;  and 
a  committee  was  appointed  accord- 
ingly :  This  committee,  after  deli- 
berating a  week,  reported  the  letter, 
which  was  read  in  the  Houfe  and  ac- 
cepted almod  unanimoufly  ;  and  fair 
copies  of  the  fame  were  ondered  to  be 
taken  (br  the  Speaker  to  iign  and 
forward  as  foon  as  might  be :  and 
this-day  there  were  •ighty-three  mem- 
bers in  the  Houfe. 

The  day  following  an  order  pafled, 
that  a  fair  copy  of  this  letter  be  tranf- 
mitted  to  Dennis  De  Berdt,  Efq;  in 
London.  The  defign  of  which  was, 
that  he  might  be  able  to  produce  it, 
as  neceflity  might  require,  to  prevent 
any  mifreprefentation  of  its  true  fpirit 
and  defign. 

On  Saturday  the  1 3th  of  February, 
in  order  thht'ho  poflibleoccafion  might 
be  taken  by  the  governor,  to  think' 
that  the  debates  and  refolutions  were 
defigned  to  be  kept  a  fecret  from  his 
Excellency,  the  Houfe  came  into  the 
following  refolution,  viz. — Whereas 
this  Houie  hath  dicedled,  that  a  letter- 
be  fent  to  the  feveral  Houfes  of  Re- 
prefentatives  and  BurgefiTes  of  the 
Britifh  colonies  on  the  continent,  fet- 
ting  forth  the  fcntiments  of  the  Houfe, 
with  regard  to  the  great  difiiculties 
that  mufl  accrue  by  the  operation  of 
divers  adls  of  Parliament,  for  levying 
duties  and  taxes  on  the  colonies,  with 
the  fote  and  exprcfs  purpofe  Of  raifing 
a  revenue;  and  their  proceedings 
thereoh,  in  an  humble,  dutiful,  and 
loyal  petition  to  the  Kinn;,  and  fuch 
reprefentations  to  his  Majefty's  mi- 
nifters,  as  they  apprehend  may  have 
a  tendency  tb  obtain  redrefs :  and 
wlierea*  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Houfe^    that    all   effectual  methods 
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ftiould  be  taken,  to  cultivate  an  har- 
mony  between  the  feveral  branches  of 
this  government,  as  being  neceflarjr 
to  promote  the  profperitv  of  his  Ma- 
jelly's  government  in  this  province  : 
Refolved,  that  a  committee  wait  on 
his  Excellency  the  governor,  and  ac- 

5|uaint  him  a  copy  of  the  letter  afore-  ' 
aid  will  be  laid  before  him  as  foon  at 
it  can  be  drafted,  as  well  as  of  all 
the  proceedings  of  this  Houfe  relative 
to  the  faid  affair,  if  he  Ihall  defire  it. 
And  a  committee  was  appointed,  who 
waited  on  his  Excellency  accordingly.' 
—On  Monday  following,  the  Houfe' 
refolved  on  the  eftablifhment  already 
mentioned,  which  is  obferved,  only 
to  Ihew  your  Lordfliip,  that  there  was 
at  this  time,  no  difpofition  in  the 
Houfe,  "  to  revive  unhappy  divifiona 
and  diftradions,  fo  prejudicial  to  the 
true  intereft  of  Great-Britain  and  the 
colonies." 

The  Houfe  beg  leave  to  apologize 
to  your  Lordlhip  for  the  trouble  given 
you  in  fo  particular  a  narration  of 
fafts ;  which  they  thought  neceflary 
to  fatisfy  your  Lordihip ; — that  the 
refolution  of  the  laft  Houfe  referred  to 
by  your  LordHiip,  was  not  an  unfair 
proceeding,  procured  by  furprize  in  3 
thin  Houk,  as  his  Majefty  has  been 
informed ;  but  the  declared  fenfe  of  a 
laree  majority,  when  the  Houfe  was 
full:  that  the  governor  of  the  pro-, 
vince  was  made  fully  acquainted  with 
the  meafure  ;  and  never  fignified  his 
difapprobation  of  it  to  the  Houfe, 
which  it  is  prefumed  he  would  have 
done,  in  duty  to  his  Majefty,  if  he 
had  thought  it  was  of  evil  tendency : 
and,  that  therefore,  that  Houfe  had 
abundant  reafon  to  be  confirmed  in 
their  own  opinion  of  the  meafure,  as 
being  the  produflion  of  moderation 
and  prudence.  And  the  Houfe 
humbly  rely  on  the  royal  clemency, 
that  to  petition  his  Majefiy,  will  not 
be  deemed  by  him  to  be  inconfiftent 
with  a  refpeA  to  the  Britilh  confti- 
tution  as  fdttled  at  the  revolution  by 
E  e  William 
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William  the  Third :  that  to  acquaint  Reprefentativei  uni  Burgefles  of  th* 

their  fcllow-fubjeds,  involved  in  the  other  colonies  on  the  continent  ?  and 

luae  dillrcfs,  of  their  having  (o  done,  pafled  in  the  negative  by  a  divifion  of 

in  foil  hopes  oi'  Aiccefi,  even  if  they  ntHity-fwe  XofmtHtttH, 
had  invited  the  union  of  all  America        Hereupon  the  committee  reported 

lA  one  joint  fupplication,  would  not  an  anfwer  to  the  Governor's  meflages 

be  difcountenanced  by  our  gracious  of  the  21ft  and  24th  of  June,  which, 

fovereign,  as  a  meafure  of  an  inflam-  was  accepted  by  a  large  majority,  and 

matory  nature:  that  when  your  Lord-  is  as  follows. 


flip  ihall  in  juiiice  lay  a  true  Aatc  of 
thdc  matters  before  his  Majefty,  he 
linJl  no  longer  con fider  them  as  tend- 
Vfi%.  to  create  unwarrantable  com- 
l}inations,  or  excite  an  unjufiifiable 
oppofition  to  the  conftitutioaal  au- 
thority of  the  Parliament:    that  he    ,  ..., 5.««..»  »v..^....t/.., 

will  then  clearly  difccrn,  who  are  of    conftdere^  your  meflages  of  the  21ft 

'that  defperate  fadlion,  which  is  con-     and  24th  inflnnt,    with  the  feveral 

tinnally  difturbiog  the  public  tran-    extract  from  the  letter  of  the  Right 


J  Mifa't  froK   tht  jfU^mbfy  f  tit 

Go'vtrnor,  'June  30,   i768t 

May  it  plea/tyeur  Exciiltney, 

The  Houfe  of  Rcprefentatives  of 

this  his  Majelly's  ancient  and  loyal 

province  of  the  Maffachufejts  Bay, 

have,  with  the  greatcll  deliberation. 


quillty  ;  and,  that  while  his  arm  is 
extended,  for  the  proteAion  mi  his 
4iflrtfied  and  injured  fubjedls,  he  will 
frown  upon  all  thofe,  who,  to  gratify 
their  own  paffiont,  havie  dAred  even 
to  attempt  to  deceive  him  ! 

The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of 
this  province,  have  more  than  once, 
daring  the  adminiltradon  of  Governor 


Honourable  the  Earlof  Hililborough, 
his  Majelly's  principal  Secretary  of 
State  for  North  American  affairs, 
dated  the  szd  of  April  laft,  which 
your  Excellency  has  thought  fit  to 
communicate.  We  have  alio  received 
the  written  anfwer  which  youf  Excel- 
lency was  plea  fed  to  ^ive  the  com- 
mittee of  this  Houfe,  direded  to  wait 


Bernard,  been  under  the  neceflity  of    on  you  the  29th  inflant  with  a  mef- 
intrcating  his  Majelly's  minifters  to    f^ge  humbly  re^uefting  a  recefs,  that 


fufpend  their  further  judgment,  upon 
focn  reprefcntations  of  uic  temper  of 
the  people,  and  the  cotkduA  of  the 
aflinnbly,  as  they  were  aUe  to  make 
appear  to  be  injurious  :  the  fame  in- 
dulgence this  Houfe  now  beg  of  your 
Lordlhip :  and  befeech  your  Lord- 
fhip  to  patronize  them  fo  far  as  to 
make  a  favourable  reprefentation  of 
their  conduft  to  the  -  iig  our  fove- 
reign :  it  being  the  highelt  ambition 

of  this  Houfe,  and  the  people  whom  ,        .      , 

they  reprefent,  to  ftand  before  his  dutiful  ajid  loyal  petitions  to  our  moll 
Majefty  in  their  juft  charafter  of  af-  gracious  fovereign,  for  the  redrefs  of 
feftionate  and  loyal  fnbjefts.  the  grievances,  occafioned  by  fundry 


the  members  might  be  favoured  with 
an  opportunity  to  confult  their  con- 
fiituents  at  this  important  t^ifis,  when 
a  dired  and  peremptoty  requigtion  ia 
made  of  a  new  and  ftrange  con- 
ftruitore,  and  fo  ftrenuoufly  urged, 
viz.  That  we  fhould  immediately  re- 
fcind  the  refolution  of  the  laft  Houfe 
to  tranfmit  circular  letters  to  the  other 
BritiOi  colonies  on  the  continent  of 
North  America,  barely  intimating  a 
defire  that  they  would  join  in  ftmilar 
dutiful  ajid  loyal  petitions  to  our  moft 


Signed  by  the  Speaker. 

Then  it  was  moved  that  the  quef- 

tion  be  put,  whether  the  Houfe  will 

refcind    the    refolution    of  the  laft 

Houfe,  which  gave  birth  .to  their  cir- 


late  &&,$  of  Parliament  calculated  for 
the  fole  purpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue 
America.      We  have  moft  dili- 


in 


gently  revifed  not  only  the  faid  re- 
folution, but  alfo  the  circular  letter 


cular  letter  to  the  f^eral  Houfes  of   wxittea    and    fent   in    confequence 
'  thereof. 
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-thereof,  and  after  all,  they  both  ap- 
pear to  us,  to  oe  conceived  in  terms 
not  only  prudent  and  moderate  in 
themfelves,  but  refpeAful  to  the  au- 
thority of  that  truly  auguft  body  the 
Parliament  of  Great-Britain,  and  very 
dutiful  and  loyal  in  regard  to  his 
Majefty's  facred  pcrfon,  crown,  and 
dignity  j  of  all  which  we  entertain 
fentiments  of  the  hi^liell  reverence 
and  moll  ardent  affeflion  ;  and  fhould 
we  ever  depart  frotn  thefc  fentiments, 
we  muft  Hand  felf-condemned,  as  un- 
worthy the  name  of  Britith  fubjeAs 
del'cended  from  Britifh  anceftors,  in- 
timately allied  and  connefled  in  in- 
tereils  and  inclination  with  our  fellow 
fubjedls  the  Commons  of  Great- 
Britain.  We  cannot  but  exprefs  our 
deep  concern,  that  a  meafure  of  the 
]ate  Houfe,  in  all  refpefls  fo  innocent, 
in  moft  fo  virtuous  and  laudable,  and 
^s  we  conceive  fo  truly  patriotic, 
ihould  have  been  reprefented  to  admi- 
niftrstiun  in  the  odious  light  of  a 
party  and  fadious  meafure,  and  that 
puihed  through  by  reverting  in  a  thin 
Houfe  to,  and  re-confidenng,  what 
in  a  full  aiTembly  had  been  rejected. 
It  was  and  is  a  matter  of  notoriety, 
that  more  than  eighty  members  were 
prelent  at  the  reconfideration  of  that 
vote  againft  application  to  the  other 
colonies.  Tb'*  vote  of  re-confi- 
deration  was  obtained  by  a  large  ma- 

Iority ;  it  is,  or  ought  to  be  well 
tnown,  that  the  preTence  of  eighty 
members  makes  a  full  Houfe,  this 
number  being  jull  double  to  that  by 
the  royal  charter  of  the  province  re- 
quired to  conllicute  the  third  branch 
of  our  colony  legiflature. 

Your  Excellency  might  have  been 
very  eaiily  informed,  if  you  was  not, 
that  the  roeafures  of  the  late  Houfe 
in  regard  to  fundry  atts  of  the  late 
Parliament  for  the  fole  purpoie  of 
raifing  a  North  American  revenue, 
were  generally  carried  by  three  to  one ; 
and  we  dare  appeal  to  your  Excel- 
lency for  the  truth  of  this  affertion, 
namely,  thdt  there  were  many  pcr- 


foni  in  the  majority,  ii  all  views,  at 
refpeiUbie  as  the  very  beft  of  tUe 
minority.  Nay,  fo  far  fit>m  any 
Aniller  views,  were  the  committee  of 
the  late  Houfe,  appointed  and  direftod 
to  take  into  their  moft  ferious  con- 
fideration  the  then  prefent  Aate  of  the 
province,  from  going  into  any  raih  or 
precipitate  mealures,  that  they  for 
fome  days  adlually  delayed  their  firft 
report,  which  was  a  letter  to  Mr. 
agent  De  Berdt,  on  this  candid  and 
generous  principle,  that  thoie  who 
were  reafonably  prefuppofed  to  be 
moft  warmly  attached  to  all  your  Ex- 
cellency's meafures,  efpecially  thofe 
for  furthering,  and  by  all  means  en- 
forcing the  adls  for  levying  a  North 
American  revenue,  might  oe  prefent, 
and  a  more  equal  conteft  enfue.  It 
would  be  incredible  ftiould  any  one 
aflert,  that  your  Excellency  wanted  a 
true  information  of  all  thefe  things, 
which  were  not  done,  or  defired  to  be 
hid  in  a  corner,  but  were  notorioufty 
tranl'adled  in  the  open  light  at  noon- 
day. It  is  to  us  altogether  incompre- 
henfible  that  we  ftiould  be  required,  on 
the  peril  of  a  diffolution  of  the  great 
and  general  court  or  affcmbly  of  this 
province,  to  refcind  a  refolution  of  a 
former  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 
when  it  is  evident  that  refolution  has 
no  exiftence  but  as  a  mere  hiftorical 
fad. 

Your  Excellency  muft  know  that 
the  refolution  referred  to,  is,  to  fpeak 
in  the  language  of  the  common  law, 
not  now,  "  executory,"  but  to  all 
intents  and  purpofes,  "  executed.'-' 
The  circular  letters  have  been  fent, 
and  many  of  thern  have  been  an- 
Iwcred  :  thefe  anfwers  are  now  in  the 
public  papers  ;  the  public,  the  world, 
muit  and  will  judge  of  the  propofah, 
purpofes,  and  the  anfwers.  Wo 
could  as  well  refcind  thofe  letters  as 
the  refolves,  and  both  would  be 
equally  fruitlefs  ;  if  by  re/cinJing,  as 
the  word  properly  imports,  is  meant 
a  repeal  and  nullifying  of  the  re- 
folution referred  to  :  but,  if,  as  -  is 
£  e  2  moft 
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moft  probable,  by  the  word  refunding 
is  intended  the  pafltng  a  vojte  of  this 
Houfe  in  dircft  and  cxprefs  difappro- 
bation  of  the  meafures  abovcmenr 
tioned  as  "  Ulegal,  inflammatory, 
and  tending  to  promote  unjuftiiiable 
combinations"  againft  his  Majefty's 
peace^  crown,  and  dignity,  we  muft 
take  the  liberty  to  teftify,  and  pub- 
licklv  to  declare,  that  we  take  it  to 
be  the  native,  inherent,  and  inde- 
fcafible  right  of  the  fubjeft,  jointly  or 
feverally  to  petition  the  Kin^  for  the 
redrefs  of  grievances:  provided  al- 
ways, ^'^at  the  fame  be  done  in  a 
decent,  dutiful,  loyal,  and  confti- 
tutional  way,  without  turpult,  dif- 
order,  or  confufion.  We  are  alfo 
humbly,  but  clearly  and  very  firmly 
of  opinion,  that  the  petition  of  the 
late  dutiful  and  loyal  Houfe  to  his 
Majelly,  and  their  other  very  orderly 
applications  for  the  redrefs  of  grie- 
vances, have  had  the  moft  defirable 
tendencies  and  effefts  to  keep  mens 
ipinds  in  eafe  and  quiet.  We  mull 
be  eixcufed  in  thinking  that  the  peo- 
ple were  in  truth  patiently  waiting 
For  the  meeting  of  the  new  Parlia- 
ment, their  meafures,  and  his  Ma- 
jefty's pleafure:  and  it  is  probable 
that  they  would  every  where  have 
thus  waited  for  the  great  event,  had 
it  not  been  revealed  here  that  the  late 
provincial  a^jplications  for  fedrefs  of 
grievances  were  fome-how  ftrangely 
obftrufted,  and  the  province,  in  con- 
fequeiiceof  mifinformation  and  mifre- 
prel'entatio ',  moft  unfortunately  fallen 
under  the  royal  difpleafure  ;  and  to 
complcat  this  misfortune,  it  was  not 
only  difguifed  to  the  piher  colonies, 
but  forae  of  them  aftually  received 
the  information  before  it  was  made 
known  here,  that  the  houfe  had  been 
accufed  to  his  Majefty,  or  his  mi- 
nirtry,  or  fallen  under  the  dltpleafure 
of  the  one,  or  the  cenlure  of  the 
other. 

On  the  whole.  Sir,  we  will  con- 


C  U  M  E  N  T  S. 
fiderhis  moft  facred  Majefty,  undef 
God,  a^  our  King,  and  beft  protected 
and  common  Father  :  and  fliall  ever 
bear  him  true  and  faithful  allegiance. 
We  alfo  regard  your  Excellency  as 
the  rep  jfentative  of  the  greateft  po- 
tentate on  earth,  and  at  all  times 
have,  fo  far  as  could  confift  with  the 
important  purpofes  of  preferving  life, 
liberty,  and  property,  been  moft  rea- 
dy and  willing  to  treat  you  with  all 
that  refpeft  juftly  due  to  your  high 
rank  and  ftation.  But  we  are  con- 
ftrained  to  fay,  that  we  are  difagree- 
ably  convinced  that  your  Excellency 
entertains  not  that  parental  regard  for 
the  welfare  of  the  good  people  of  this 
province,  which  you  have  fome  times 
been  pleafed  to  profefs,  and  which 
they  have  at  all  times  an  irrefragable 
right  to  expeft  from  their  governor. 
Your  Excellency  has  thought  fit  not 
only  to  deny  us  a  recefs  to  confult  our 
conftituents,  in  regard  totheprefent 
requifition,  but  has  allured  us,  in  ef- 
fedl,  that  you  (hall  take  filence,  at 
leaft  a  delay,  not  as  ufual  for  a  con- 
fent,  but  for  a  denial.  You  have 
alfo  thought  fit  to  inform  us  that  you 
cannot  think  yourfelf  at  liberty,  in 
cafe  of  the  di^olution  of  this,  to  call 
another  aflembly,  without  the  exprefs 
orders  of  his  Majefty  for  that  purpofe: 
at  the  fame  time  your  Excellency  has 
been  pleafed  to  affure  us  that  you  have 
commiinicated  the  whole  of  Lord 
Hilllborough's  letter,  and  yourinftruc- 
tions,  fo  f.ir  as  relates  to  the  requifi- 
tion.— In  all  this,  however,  we  can- 
not find  that  your  Excellency  is  more 
than  direcled  to  diflblve  the  prefent 
aflembly,  in  cafe  of  a  non-compliance 
on  the  part  of  the  Houfe.  If  the 
votes  of  the  Houfe  are  to  be  controul- 
ed  by  the  dircdion  of  a  Minifter,  we 
have  left  us  but  a  vain  femblance  of 
liberty.  We  know  it  to  be  the  juft 
prerogative  of  the  Crown,  at  plea- 
fure, to  diflblve  a  Parliament:  we 
are  alfo  fenfible,  that  confUlently  with 
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the  grtat  charter  of  this  province, 
your  Excellency  when  you  ihall  think 
fit,  with  or  without  the  intervention 
of  the  minifter,  can  difTolve  the  great 
and  general  court  of  this  colony,  and 
that  without  the  lead  obligation  to 
convene  another  within  the  year. 
But  (hould  it  ever  grow  in  ufe  for  any 
ill-difpofed  governor  of  the  province, 
by  means  of  a  miftaken  or  willfully 
wrong  ftate  of  fafts,  to  procure  orders 
for  a  difiblution,  that  fame  charter 
will  be  of  no  value. 

We  take  this  opportunity  feithfully 
and  firmly  to  reprefent  to  your  Excel- 
lency, that  the  new  revenue  afts  and 
ineafures  are  not  only  difagreeable  to, 
bu*-  'n  every  view  are  deemed  an  in- 
fupportable  burthen  and  grievance, 
with  a  very  few  exceptions,  by  all 
the  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants 
of  this  jurifdidion ;  and  we  beg  leave, 
once  for  all,  to  affure  your  Excelr 
lency,  thatthofe  of  this  opinion  are 
pf  no  *' party  or  expiring  faftion." 
They  have  at  all  times  been  ready  to 
devote  theii-  lives  and  fortunes  to  his 
Majefty's  fervice.  Of  loyalty  this 
majority  could  as  reafonably  boaft  as 
any  who  may  happen  to  enjoy  your 
Excellency's  fmiles :  their  reputation, 
rank,  and  fortune,  are  at  lead  equal 
to  thofe  who  may  have  been  fome- 
times  confidered  as  the  only  friends  to 
good  government,  while  fomeofthe 
beft  blood  of  the  colony,  even  in  two 
Houfes  of  Affenibly  lawfully  con- 
vened, and  duly  afting,  have  been 
openly  charged  with  the  unpardon- 
able crime  of  oppugnation  againft  the 
royal  authority.  We  h.-ve  now  only 
to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  this 
Jioufe  have  voted  not  to  refcind,  as 
required)  the  refolution  of  the  laft 
Houfe,  and  that,  on  a  divifion  on 
the  queftion,  there  were  92  Nays  and 
jT  Teas.  In  all  this  we  have  been 
^tluated  by  a  confcientious,  and  final- 
ly, a  clear  and  determined  fenfe  of 
^uty  to  God,  to  our  King,  our  coun- 


try,  and  to  oarlatefl:  pofterity:  and 
we  mod  ardently  with,  and  humbly 
pray,  that  in  your  future  condutt 
your  Excellency  may  be  influenced 
by  the  fame  principles. 

His  Excellency  after  having  receiv- 
ed the  laft  foregoing  meflage  from  the 
Houfe,  dire<^ed  their  attendance  in 
the  Council-Chamber;  when,  after 
giving  his  afient  to  feveral  bUls,  he 
was  pleafed  to  prorogue  the  great 
and  general  court,  to  Wednefday  the 
third  day  of  Auguft  next;  but  the 
next  day  the  alTembly  was  diffhlved  by 
proclamation. 

Thtfollvwing  letters  from  feveral  Houfes 
of  Reprefentati-jes  of  the  other  Colo- 
nies, nvere  receinjcd  by  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentati'ves  of  the  Province  of 
Maffachufetts-Bay ,  in  anf'wer  to  their 
circular  le  ter  of  the  \\th  of  Febru- 
ary laji. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Speaker  of  the 
Honourable  Houfe  of  Reprefentativet 
of  the  Province  of  the  Maffachufetts- 
Bay. 

Virginia,  May  9,  1768^ 
SIR, 
The  Houfe  of  Burgefles  of  this  co- 
lony proceeded  very  foon  after  they 
met  to  the  confidcration  of  your  im- 
portant letter  of  the  i  ith  of  February, 
1768,  written  in  the  name  and  by  the 
order  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives 
of  your  province ;  and  I  have  received 
their  particular  dire£lion  to  defire  you 
to  inform  that  honourable  Houfe,  that 
they  appla  id  them  for  their  attention 
to  American  liberty,  and  that  the  fteps 
they  have  taken  thereon,  will  convince 
them  of  their  opinion  of  the  fatal  ten- 
dency of  the  ads  of  parliament  com- 
plained of,  and  of  their  fixed  refolution 
to  concur  with  the  other  colonies  in 
their  application  for  redrefs. 

After  the  moft  deliberate  confult- 
ation,  the>  thought  it  their  duty  to  re- 
prefent to  the  Parliament  of  Great- 
Britain,  that  they  are  truly  fenfible 
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qf  the  happineft  and  Tecurity  they  de- 
fivo  from  their  connexions  with,  and 
4kpend»nce  on  Great  Britain,  and 
ve  under  the  greateft  concern  that 
any  ui.iucky  incident  Ihould  interrupt 
that  falutary  harmony,  which  they 
wiih  ever  to  fubfift.  They  lament 
that  the  remotenefs  of  their  fituation 
q(%en  expofes  them  to  fuch  mifrepre- 
lentations,  as  are  apt  to  involve  them 
in  ccnfures  of  difloyalty  to  their  fove- 
Kign,  iuid  the  want  of  a  proper  re- 
fye€t  to  the  BritiHi  Parliament,  where- 
as they  have  indulged  themfelves  in 
the  agreeable  peruiafion,  that  they 
ought  to  be  confidered  as  inferior  to 
none  of  their  fcUow-fubjeds  in  loyalty 
and  affedion. 

That  they  do  not  afFe£k  an  inde- 
pendfcncy  of  their  parent  kingdom, 
the  profperity  of  which  they  are  bound 
to  the  utmou  of  their  abilities  to  pro- 
mote, but  cheerfully  acquiefce  in  the 
unthority  of  parliament  to  make  laws 
for  preferving  a  neceffary  dependance 
«nd  for  regulating  the  trade  of  the 
colonies.     Yet  they  cannot  conceive, 
and  humbly  infift,  it  is  not  eflTential 
to  fupport  a  proper  relation  between 
a  mother-coantry  and  colonies  tranf- 
planted  from  her,   that   Ihe   Ihould 
have  a  right  to  raife  money  from  them 
without  their  confent,  and  prefume 
they  do  not  afpire  to  mor»  than  the 
natural    rights    of  Britilh    fubjefts, 
when  they  aflert  that  no  power  on 
earth  has  a  right  to  impofe  taxes  on 
the  people,  or  take  the  fmalleft  por- 
tion of  their  property,     iihout  their 
confent,  given   by  theii  reprefenta- 
tives  in  parliament.     This  has  ever 
been  confidered  as  the  chief  pillar  of 
the  conftitution ;  without  this   fup- 
port no  man  can  be  faid  to  have  the 
kaft  fliadow  of  liberty,  fmce  they  can 
kive  no  property  in  that,  which  ano- 
ther can   by  right  takf^  from   them 
when  he  pleafes,  without  their  con- 
fenti 
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That  thdr  anceftors  brought  over 
vtdth  them  intire,  and  tranfmitted  to 
their  defcendants,  the  natural  and 
conftitutional  rights  they  had  enjoyed 
in  their  native  country  ;  and  the  firft 
principles  of  the  Britifh  Conftitution 
were  early  engrafted  into  the  confti* 
tution  of  the  colonies.     Hence  a  le- 
giflative  authority,  ever  elTential  in 
all  free  ftates,  was  derived,  and  af* 
fimilated  as  nearly  as  might  be  td 
that  in  England ;  the  executive  pow- 
er and  the  right  of  aflenting  or  dif* 
fenting  to  all  laws  referved  to  the 
crown,  and  the  privilege  of  choofing 
their  own  reprefentatives  continued 
to  the  people,  and  confirmed  to  them 
by  repeated  and  exprefs  ftipulAions. 
The    government    thus    eftablifhed, 
thty  enjoyed  the  fruits  of  their  own 
labour  with  a  ferenity  which  liberty 
only  can  impart.     Upon  preffingoc- 
cafions  they  applied  to  his  Majefty 
for  relief,  and  gratefully  acknowledge 
they  have  frequently  received  it  from 
their  mother-country :  whenever  their 
afliftance  was  neceflary,  requifitionS 
have  conftantly  been  made  from  the 
crown  to  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
people,   who    have    complied    with 
them  to  the  utmoft  extent  of  their 
abilities.     The  ample  provifion  made 
tor  the  fupport  of  civil  government, 
in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  fe- 
cond,  and   at  his  requeft,    and   the 
large  fupplies  voted  during  the  laft 
war  upon  requifitions  from  his  Ma* 
jefty  and  his  royal  grandfather,  afford 
early  and  late  inftances  of  the  difpo- 
fitions  of  the  affemblies  of  this  co- 
lony, and  are  fufficient  proofs  that 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  did 
not  till  lately,  a/fume  a  power  of  im- 
pofing  taxes  on  the  people,  for  the 
purpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue. 

To  fay  that  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain  have  a  right  to  impofe  inter- 
nal taxes  on  the  inhabitants  of  this 
continent,  who  are  not  and  cannot 
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be  reprefented,  is  in  effe£b  to  bid 
them  prepare  for  a  ftate  of  flavery. 
What  muft  be  their  fitaation,  fhould 
fuch  a  right  be  eflabliihed  ?  The  co> 
lonies  have  no  conititutional  check 
jon  their  liberality  in  giving  away  their 
money,  cannot  have  an  opportunity 
of  explaining  their  grieVances,  or  of 
pointing  out  the  eafieft  method  of 
taxation,  for  their  doom  will  gene> 
rally  be  determined  before  they  arc 
acquainted  that  the  fubje£t  has  been 
agitated  in  parliament,  and  the  com- 
mons bear  no  proportion  of  the  taxes 
they  lay  upon  them.  The  notion  of 
a  virtual  reprefentation,  which  would 
render  all  our  rights  merely  ideal> 
has  been  fo  often  and  fb  clearly  re- 
futed, that  nothing  need  be  faid  on 
that  head. 

.  The  opprefltve  flamp-aA  confeiTedi- 
ly  impofed  internal  taxes,  and  the 
late  a£ts  of  Parliament,,  giving  and 
granting  certain  duties  in  the  firitiih 
colonies),  plainly  tend  to  the  fame 
point.;  Duties  Jiave  been  impofed  to 
retrain  the  commerce  of  one  part  of 
the  empire  that  was  likely  to  prove 
ittjurious  to  another,  and  by  this 
means  the  welfare  of  the  whale  pro- 
moted; but  duties  impofed  on  fuch  of 
the  Britifti  exports  as  are  necelTaries  of 
life,  to  be  paid  by  the  colonics  on 
importation,  without  any  view  to  the 
interefts  of  commerce,  but  merely  fo 
raife  a  revenue,  or  in  other  words  to 
j^ompel  the  colonifls  to  p<art  with  their 
money  againft  their  inclinations,  they 
conceive  to  be  tax  internal  to  all 
intents  and  purpofes.  And  can  it  be 
thought  juft  or  realbnable,  reftrifted 
as  they  are  in  their  trade,  confined  as 
they  are  in  their  exports,  obliged  to 
purchafe  thefe  very  neceflaries  at  the 
Britilh  Market,  that  they  Ihould  now 
be  told  they  Ihall  not  have  them 
without  paying  a  duty  for  them  ? 

The  aft  fuljjcnding  the  legiflative 
power  of  New- York,  they  confider  as 
iUll  more  alarming  to  the  colooies. 
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though  it  has  that  fingle  province  in 
view.  If  the  Parliament  can  compel 
them  to  furnifli  a  fmgle  article  to  the 
troops  fent  over,  they  may,  by  the 
fame  rule,  oblige  them  to  fumilh 
cloaths,  arms,  and  every  other  ne- 
ceflary,  even  the  pay  of  the  officers 
and  foldiers — a  dodrine  replete  with 
every  mifchief,  and  utterly  fubverftve 
of  all  that's  dear  and  valuitble : — for 
what  advantage  can  tlie  people  of  the 
colonies  derive  from  their  right  of 
choofmg  their  own  reprefentatives,  if 
thofe  reprefentatives  when  choftn, 
not  permitted  to  exercife  their  own 
judgments,  were  under  a  neceflity 
(on  pain  of  being  deprived  of  their 
legiflative  authority)  of  infordng  the 
mandates  of  a  Britifti  Parliament. 

This,  Sir,  is  a  fketch  of  their  fen- 
timents,  as  they  are  expre/Ied  in  a 
petition  to  his  Majefty,  a  Memoriri 
to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  in  a 
Remonftrance  to  the  Knights,  Citi- 
zens and  Burgeiles  of  Great  Britain  in 
Parliament  affembled.  In  all  their 
proceedings  the  council  oi  this  colony 
have  concurred,  and  hare  directed 
tlieir  agent,  James  Abcrcromby,  £% 
to  join  Edward  Montague,  Efq;  the 
agent  for  this  colony,  in  applying  for , 
redrefe  of  the  grievances  they  fo  juftly 
complain  of.  Copies  were  delivered 
to  the  Prefidentof  the  Council,  now 
Commander  in  Chief,  who  is  defired 
to  tranfmit  them  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  appointed  by  his  Majefty  to  nia- 
nage  tlie  affairs  of  North  Americsl, 
and  Mi*. .  Montague  is  enjoined  to 
confult  the  agents  of  the^other  co- 
lonies, and  to  co-operate  with  them 
in  every  meafure  that  fliall  be  thought 
neccfiary  to  be  taken  on  this  critical . 
point. 

They  truft  they  have  exprefled 
themfelves  wit'i  a  firmnefs  that  be- 
comes freemen  pleading  for  eflential 
rights,  and  with  a  decency  that  will 
take  off  every  imputation  of  fa^itm 
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or  difloyalty.  They  repofe  entire 
confidence  in  his  Majefty,  who  is  ever 
attentive  to  the  complaints  of  his  fub- 
jefts,  and  is  ever  ready  to  relieve  their 
diftrefsj  and  they  are  not  without 
hopes  that  the  colonies  united  in  a 
decent  and  regular  oppofition,  may 
prevail  on  a  new  Moufe  of  Commons 
to  put  a  ftc^p  to  meafures  fo  directly 
repugnant  to  the  interefts  both  of  the 
mother  country,  and  her  colonies. 
In  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  Houfe 
ofBurgefles,  lam,  w«th  the  greateft 
refpe£t,  your  moil  obedient  humble 
fervant, 

Peyton  Randolph,  Speaker. 

C^leajf  o/New  Jer/ey,  May  g,  1 768. 
S  I  R, 

As  foon  as  the  Houfe  of  Rcjprefen- 
•atives  of  this  colony  met,  which  was 
on  the  12th  of  April,  I  laid  your 
letter  of  the  i  ith  oi  February  before 
them. 


liged  to  yoo  ibr  communicating^  your 
fentinifents  to  them,  they  have  di- 
rected me  to  afliire  you,  that  they  are 
deiirous  to  keep  up  a  correfpcndence 
with  you,  and  to  unite  with  the  colo- 
nies, if  neceflary,  in  further  fuppli- 
cations  to  his  Majeily  to  relieve  his 
diftrefTed  American  fubjeCls.  In  the 
name  and  by  order  of  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives,  1  am.  Sir,  your  moil 
obedient  humble  fervant, 

Cortland  Skinner,  Speaker. 

Colony  o/ContuSicut,  I  Uhjunet  1768. 
S  I  R, 
By  order  of  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives of  this  colony,  I  am  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  iith  February  laft,  commu- 
nicating the  fente  which  the  repre* 
fcntative  body  of  your  province  have 
of  the  great  difficulties  to  which  they 
and  their  conlUtuents  muft  be  Aib- 
jefted  by  the  operation  of  the  feveral 


Senfible  that  the  law  you  complain    a£ls  of  the  Britifh  Parliament  by  you 


of,  is  a  fubjeft  in  which  every  colony 
is  interefted,  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives readily  perceived  the  necef- 
£ty  of  an  immediate  application  to 
tfie  King,  and  that  it  ihould  corre- 
fpond  with  thofeof  the  other  colonies; 
but  as  they  have  not  had  an  oppor 


referred  to,  and  the  meafures  they 
have  gqne  into  for  obtaining  redrefs 
of  thofe  grievances. 

Ycur  letter  was  laid  before  this 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  early  in  the 
fellion  which  is  now  juil  clofed. 
They  confider  the  faid  afiis  of  parlia- 


tunity  of  knowing  the  fentiments  of    ment  in  their  nature,  tendency,  and 

operation  as  matters  of  ferious  con- 
cern, and  of  very  interefting  impor- 
tance, to  this  and  all  the  Engliih 
American  colonies,  and  are  of  opinion 
that  no  conllitutional  meafures  pro- 
per for  obtaining  relief  ought  to  be 
neglected  by  any,  and  that  it  is  of 
importance  their  meafures  for  that 
eno  ihould  harmonize  with  each  other, 
as  their  fuccefs  may  in  a  great  degree 
depend  on  their  union  in  fcntiment 
and  practice,  on  this  critical  and  in- 
terefting occafion. 

The  Houfe  therefore  very  kindly 
accepted  your  lelier,  and  are  per- 
fuaded  from  the  importance  of  the 


any  other  colonies  but,  that  of  the 
Maflathufetts-Bay,  they  have  endea- 
voured to  conform  themfelves  to  the 
mode  adopted  by  you. 

They  have  therefore  given  inftruc- 
tions  to  their  agent,  and  enjoined  his 
attention  to  the  fubj eft  of  their  pe- 
tition. 

The  freedom  with  which  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives  of  the  MaiTachu- 
fetts-Bay  have  communicated  their 
fentiments  upon  a  matter  of  fo  great 
concern  to  all  the  colonies,  hath  been 
received  by  this  Houfe,  with  that 
candor,  the  fpirit  and  defign  pf  your 
letter  merits.— And  at  the  fame  time. 
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rous  exertieiis  of  the  province  of  the 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  from  time  to  time, 
in  favour  of  her  conftitutionat  free- 
dom, that  it  proceeded  only  from  a 
hearty  concern  for  the  juft  rights,  the 
common  intercft  and  welfare  of  thele 
colonies. 

This  Houfe  are  defirous  ever  to 
cultivate  the  ftrifteft  friendfliip  and 
harmony  with  the  neighbouring  co- 
lonies, and  with  none  more  than 
your's,  and  will  be  always  ready  to 
receive,  .with  the  utmoft  candor,  their 
opinion  in  any  matters  of  general 
concern,  and  equally  willing  on  ail 
proper  occafiont  to  communicate  their 
own.  fentiment  on  any  fubjeds  of 
our  common  welfare,  in  full  confi- 
dence they  would  meet  with  the  fame 
friendly  and  candid  acceptance. 

This  Houfe  have  alfo  taken  into 
their  ferious  confideration  the  opera- 
tion of  the  faid  ads  of  parliament, 
and  art  deeply  fenfible  that  this,  in 
common  with  her  filler  colonies,  mull 
thereby^be  involved  in  great  difficul- 
ties, which  are  perhaps  a  prelude  to 
Hill  greater,  and  have  puriued  mea- 
fures  for  obtaining  redrefs,  fimilar  to 
-  thofe  adopted  by  the  Houlie  of  Repre- 
fentatives  of  your  province. 

We  cannot  but  entertain  with  you,  the 
ftrongell  confidence  in  the  King's  roy- 
al clemency,  jullice,  and  goodnels, 
that  the  united,  dutiful  fupplications 
of  his  faithful,  diftreffed  lubjedls  in 
America,  will  mee^  with  a  kind  and 
gracious  acceptance. 

In  the  name  and  by  order  of  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  I  am.  Sir, 
with  great  elteem  and  refpeft,  your 
moil  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Zbbulon  West,  Speaker. 
To  the  Htnourablt  the  Speaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentati'ves  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  the  Majfachufetti-Bay . 

Province  of  Georgia,  x^thjune,  1768. 
SIR, 
Your  refpefled  favour  of  the  nth 
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February  came  to  my  hand  only  a  few 
4f^i  fince.  I  am  forry  it  is  not  in 
my  power  to  give  you  fo  full  and  fa- 
tisfaAory  an  anfwer  thereto,  as  the 
importance  of  the  fubje^l  requires: 
the  members  of  the  prefent  affembly 
of  this  province  have  but  lately  beea 
elcdled,  and  though  the  writs  were  re- 
turnable, and  the  Houfe  required  to 
meet  the  firft  of  tiiis  month,  yet  our 
Goveruor  thought  proper,  prior  there- 
to, to  prorogue  the  aflembly  until 
November ;  for  this  reafon.  Sir,  I  can 
only  for  the  prefent,  reply  to  your 
favour  as  a  private  perfon,  or  late 
Speaker,  and  inform  you,  that  before 
the  dilTolution  of  the  lafl  afTembly, 
the  Houfe  took  under  confideration 
the  fever al  late  a£ls  of  parliament  for 
impofing  taxes  and  duties  on  the 
American  colonies,  and  being  fenfibly 
afFedled  thereby,  ordered  the  com- 
mittee of  correfpondence  to  indrudl 
our  provincial  agent,  (Mr.  Benjamin 
Franklin)  to  join  earnellly  with  the 
other  colonies  agents  in  foUiciting  a 
repeal  of  thofe  adls,  and  in  remon- 
flrating  againfl  any  a£ls  of  the  like 
nature  for  the  future :  this  inftrudion 
hath  been  tranfmitted  to  Mr.  Frank- 
lin, and  I  have  no  doubt  but  he  will 
punAudly  obferve  it.  When  the 
afiembly  meet  I  will  lay  your  favour 
before  the  Houfe ;  and  I  am  afTured 
fuch  meafures  will  be  purfued  in  con- 
fequence  thereof  as  will  manifefl  their 
regard  for  conllitutional  liberty,  and 
their  refped  for  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives of  the  province  of  MafTa- 
chufetts-Bay,  whofc  wife  and  fpirited 
conduft  is  fo  jullly  admired. 

I  am  Sir,  with  the  utmoil  refped. 
Your  mod  obedient  feryant, 

Alexander  Wyllv. 
The  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefen- 
tatives of  Majfachujetts-Bay  alfo  re- 
ceived the  folloviing  Utter  from  th$ 
Speaker  of  the  Houj'e  of  Reprefenta- 
tives of  the  Province  of  Maryland^ 
relating  to  tht  circular  letter, 
F  f  Pro- 
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Province  »f  Maryland,  Junt  n^h, 
1768.  • 

SIR, 

1  had  the  honour  to  receive  your 
favour  of  the  nth  of  February  laft, 
and  on  a  meeting  of  our  aflembly  I 
communicated  it  to  our  Hoare>  and 
I  am  defired  to  aflure  you  they  ac- 
knowledge themfelves  obliged  by  a 
candid  and  free  communication  (kF 
Sentiments  of  a  fifter  colony  on  a 
poii)t  fo  interefting  to  the  whole ;  and 
that  their  opinion  of  the  confequences 
to  the  colonies  of  the  operation  of 
the  feveral  a£ls  of  parliament  you  &K 
lude  to,  coincide  exactly  with  yours, 
and  that  they  are  perfuaded  of  the 
neceffity  of  harmonizing  as  much  as 
poflible  in  proper  meal'ures  for  re- 
drefs. 

This  Houfe,  upon  confidering  the 
a£ts  of  parliament,  prepared  an  hum- 
l>le,  dutiful,  and  loyal  petition  to  his 
Majefty,  fetting  forth.  That  it  is  a 
fixed  and  unalterable  principle  in  the 
nature  of  things,  aud  a  part  of  the 
very  idea  of  property,  that  whatever 
a  man  hath  honellly  acquired  cannot 
be  taken  from  him  without  his  con- 
fent ;  that  this  immutable  principle  is 
ingrafted  as  a  fundamental  into  the 
Englifli  conftitution,  and  is  declared 
by  Magna  Charta,  and  the  petition 
and  bill  ot  rights,  and  from  thence 
every  Britilh  fubjett,  the  molt  dillant, 
is  juftly  intitled  to  all  the  rights  of 
Englishmen ;  that  this  right  is  further 
declared  and  confirmed  by  our  char- 
ter; under  the  confidence  whereof 
our  forefathers  encountered  ever  diffi- 
culty, to  fettle  this  colony,  which  iin- 
cler  providence  has  increafed  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fubjefts,  extended  the  trade, 
and  added  to  the  wealth  of  the  mo- 
ther country :  that  we  have  always 
been  permitted  to  enjoy  this  right 
until  lately ;  that  we  are  not,  nor  can 
we  ever  be  efFedlually  reprcfented  in 
the  Britilh  parliament;  and  that  theie 
flatutes  do,  in  our  apprehen^on,  in- 


fringe the  great  fundathentai  princi-* 
pie,  that  no  man  can  be  taxed  but  with 
his  own  confent  given  by  himfelf  or 
his  Reprefentative.  This,  Sir,  is  the 
fubftance  of  our  petition,  and  I  anl 
ordered  to  tranfmit  it  to  Charles 
Garth,  Efq;  fpecial  agent  for  our 
Houfe  of  Delegates,  to  be  prefented, 
and  we  (hall  requeft  him  to  co-operate 
with  "Oiirs  and  the  other  colony 
agents  in  endeavouring  to  procure  Uf 
relief,  and  hope  with  you  his  Majef- 
ty's  great  goodnefs  of  heart  •  will  irt- 
tlinti  him  to  receive  the  dutifal  fup- 
pKcations  of  his  remote  fubje^s  with 
favour  and  attention. 

Juft  before  the  clofe  of  our  fclfion 
we  re  reived  a  meffage  from  our  Go- 
vernor, a  copy  of  which  yott  have 
herewith  ;  and  alfo  a' 'copy  of  the^ad- 
drefs  by  our  Hcufe  in  anfwer  thereto, 
which  fully  convey  to  you  their  fenti- 
ments  on  the  fubjeft. 

lam,  in  the  name  and;  by  order  of 
the  Hpofe  of  Reprefentativcs/  bir, 
with  very  great  refpeft,  your  moft 
humble  Vmd  obedient  iervaint, 

Robert  Lloyd,  Speaker. 
To  the  Honourable  Thomai  Cuping, 
Efq;  Speaker  cf  the  Henonrahle 
Hcufe  of  Referefentati'Vei  of  Maf" 
fachufctts-Bay.  *•'  'u lUjy  %■,  •. 

Copy   of  the  mrffage  frim    Governor 

iiharpe  to  thf  Houfe  tf  Rfprefenta- 

ti'vcs  of  the  Province  of  Maryland. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Loiuer  Houfe  of  Afftm  1 

hip 

'  1  he  King  our  moft  gracious  fove- 

reign  having  been  informed  that  a 

circular  letter,  a  copy  of  which  hath 

been  communicated  to  his  minifters, 

was    in    February   lall   fent  by  the 

Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 

tives  of  the  colony  of  Muflachuiett^ 

to  the  Speakers  of  other  Houfes  of 

Aflembly   in   North   America,  hath 

been  pleafcd  to  order  it  to  be  figni- 

iied  to  me,    that  he  confidcrs  luch 

meafure  to  be  of  a. moft  dangerous 

•^  and 


.s      < 
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fovc- 
that  a 
:h  hath 
nillers, 
by  the 
efenta- 
:huiett^ 
ufes  of 
hath 

figni- 
-s  luch 
igerous 
and 


and  faftious  tendency,  calculated  to  thisinfelvts  ag^eved  by  the  late  aA»^ 
inflame,  the  tninds  of  his  good  tub-,  or  i  ariiamtnt  iitipofing  taxes  oil  tbcm^ 
je^s  i»>  the  colonies,  to  promote  sua    for  the  fole  and  exprefs  purpofe  of 


unwarrantable  combinatiun,  to  excite 
and  encourage  an  open  oppOlition  to 
and  denial  of  the  autiioriiy  of  Failia- 
ment,  and  to  lubvert  the  true  princi- 
ples of  the  conltitution  ;  but  while  I 
■otify  to  you  his  Majefty's  (entimeats 


luifing  a  revenue,  and  ih  the  moft^ 
dutiful  manner  are  -  feelcing  redrefft^ 
from  the  Throne,  any  endeavours  to- 
unite  itv laying  before  their  fovereign 
what  is  apprenended  to  be  their  juli' 
complaint,   Ihould   be  looked  upoa 


with  refped  to  this  matter,  I  am  alfo    •  as  a  mcafuie  of  molt  dangerous  and 
to  tell  you  that  the  repeated  proofV    '  fadtious  tendency,  calculated  to  in 


which  have  been  given  by  the  affem- 
bly  of  tins  province  of  their  leverence 
and  refpedt  for  the  laws,  and  of  their 
faithful  attachment  to  the  conltitu- 
tion, leave  little  room  for  his  Majefty 
to  doubt  oF  their  fliewing  a  proper 
'  rcfentment  of  iuch  unjullifiable  at- 
tempt to  revive  thole  diitradtions  which 
have  operated  fo  fatally  to  the  preju- 
dice oi  both  the  colonies  and  the  mo- 
ther-country, and  I  Hatter  mylelf 
that  in  cal'e  fuoh  a  letter  has  been 
addreffed  to  the  Speaker  of  your 
Houfe,  you  will  confirm  the  favour- 
able opinion,  his  Majelly  at  prelent 
entertains  of  his  Maryland  fubjetls, 
by  taking  no  notice  of  fuch  letter, 
which  will  be  treating  it  with  the 
contempt  it  deferves, 

Horatio  Sharps. 
20th  June,  1768. 
Copy  of  the  AddreJ's  of  the  Houfe  of  De- 
legates to  Governor  Sharpe,  occajion- 
ed  by  the  abo-ve  Mejfage. 
To  his  Excellency  Horatio  Sharpe,  Efq  ', 
G/I'verijor  and  Commander  in  Chief  in 
and  over  the  Fro-vinct  of  Maryland. 

May  itpleajcyour  Excellency, 
In  anlvver  to  your  Excellency's  mcf- 
fage  of  the  2Qth  we  mult  obfune, 
that  if  the  letter  from  the  Speaker  of 
the  Houie  ot  Keprefentatives  of  the 
colony  of  Mallacnulcus-Bay,  addref- 
fcJ    to   and  comniunicatea   by  our 


'  flame  the  minds  of  his  Majefty's 
'  good  fubjefts,  in  the  colon  >es,  to 
'  promote  an  unwarrantable  combina- 
'  tion,  to  excite  and  encourage  an 
'  open  oppofition  to^  and  denial  of 
'  the  authority  of  Parliament,  and 
'  to  fubvert  the  true  principles  of 
*  the  conltitutioni'  We  cannot  but 
view  this  as  an  attempt  in'fome  of  his 
Majeity's  minillers  to  fupprefs  all 
communication  of  fentiments  between 
die  colonies,  and  to  prevent  the  uni- 
ted fupplications  of  America  from 
reaching  the  royal  ear.  We  hope  the 
conduct  of  this  Houfe  will  ever  evince 
their  reverence  and  refpeft  for  the  law* 
and  faithful  attachment  to  the  conlti- 
tution ;  but  we  cannot  be  brought  to 
refent  an  exertion  of  the  molt  un- 
doubted conllitutional  right  of  petiti- 
oning ihe  tlirone,  or  any  endeavours 
to  procure  and  preferve  ah  union  of 
the  colonies  as  an  unjuftiflable  at- 
tempt to  revive  thole  dillra£iion$ 
which  it  is  faid  have  operated  fo  fa- 
tally to  the  prejudice  of  both  the  co^ 
lonies  and  the  mother  country.  Wc 
have  the  warmell  and  moll  a£e£Uo- 
nate  attachment  to  our  moft  gracious 
fovereign,  and  (hull  ever  pay  the  rea- 
dielt  and  molt  refpeftlul  regard  to  the 
jull  and  conllitutional  power  of  the 
Britilh  Parliament ;  but  we  fliall  not 
be  intimidated  by  a  lew  founding  exo 


Spciiker  ip  this  Houle,  be  the  fame    preilions  t'rora  doing  what  we  think 


with  the  letter,  a  copy  of  which  you 
pre  pleaicd  to  intimate,  hath  been  com- 
mmiicaied  to  the  King's  minillers,  it 
is  very  alarming  to  flnd  that  at  a  time 
vvhpn  the  people  of  America  think 


is  right.  The  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tiveb  ot  the  colony  of  Maflachuletts- 
Bay  in  their  letter  to  us,  have  inti- 
mated that  they  have  preferred  an 
humble,  dutiful  and  loval  petition  to 
F  f  2  the 
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the  King,  and  expefled  their  confi. 
dence  that  the  united  and  dutiful  fup* 
plications  of  his  diftreiTed  American 
lubjeAs  will  meet  with  his  royal  and 
favourable  acceptance ;  and  we  think 
they  have  aflerted  their  rights  with  a 
decent  refpe£t  to  their  fovereign,  and 
a  due  fubmiflion  to  the  authority  of 
Parliament.  What  we  fhall  do  upon 
this  occafion,  or  whether  in  confe- 
quence  of  that  letter  we  {hall  do  any 
thing,  it  is  not' our  prefent  bufinefs  to 
communicate  to  your  Excellency : 
but  of  this  be  pleafed  to  be  allured, 
that  we  cannot  be  prevailed  on  to 
take  no  notice  of,  or  to  treat  with  the 
leaft  degree  of  contempt,  a  letter  fo 
expreflive  of  duty  and  loyalty  to  the 
fovereign.  and  fo  replete  with  juft 
principles  of  liberty ;  and  your  Ex- 
cellency may  depend  that  whenever 
we  apprehend  the.  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple to  be  affedted,  we  fhall  not  fail 
t>oldly  to  afTert  and  fteadily  endeavour 
to  maintain  and  fupport  them,  al- 
ways remem  bering,  what  we  could  wilh 
never  to  be  forgot,  that  by  the  Bill 
of  Rights  it  is  declared,  *  that  it  is 

*  the  right  of  the  fubje£l  to  petition 
'  the  King,  and  all  commitments  and 

*  profecutions  for  Aich  petitioning  are 

*  illegal.'      By  order  of  the  Lower 
Houleof  Aflembly, 

Robert  Lloyd,  Speaker.  * 
June  Z3d,  1768. 


Tbtfollinulngis  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  com- 
municattd  to  the  Houje  of  AJfembly  of 
the  Colony  of  Rhode-IJlond,  en  Satur- 
day the  J  8th  of  June,  by  the  Gover- 
nor  of  that  Colony. 

Whitehall,  April z\,  1768. 
Gentlemen, 
I  have  his  Maje%*s  commands  to 
tranfmit  to  you  the  inclofed  copy  of  a 

*  The  anfwer  of  Govemor  Sharpe  10  this 
addrefs,  impuned  his  dirappuinlmcut  in  iht: 
efTedt  of  his  meilage  ;  and  his  having  inilruc- 
tions  to  put  aa  end  to  the  feflion  (whether  to 
diiiulve  ur  prorogue  it,  he  dtd  not  fay)  it'  the 
Houfe  proceeded  to  any  meafures  in  tavour  of 
liberty. 


letter  from  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives  of  the  colonv  of 
the  Maflachufetts-Bay,  addre&d  bf 
order  of  that  Houfe  to  the  Speaker  of 
the  aflembly  of  each  colony  upon  th« 
continent  of  North- America;  as  his 
Majefty  confiders  this  meafure  to  bo 
of  a  moft  dangerous  and  factious  ten- 
dency, calculated  to  enflame  the 
minds  of  his  good  fubjefts  in  the  co- 
lonies ;  to  promote  an  unwarrantable 
combination,  and  to  excite  and  en- 
courage an  open  oppofition  to  and  de- 
nial of  the  authority  of  Parliament.^ 
and  to  fubvert  the  true  principles  of 
the  conftitution.— It  is  his  Majedy'l 
pleafurc  that  you  ihould,  immediately 
upon  the  receipt  hereof,  exert  your 
utmoft  influence  to  defeat  this  flagiti- 
ous attempt  to  diflurb  the  public 
peace,  by  prevailing  upon  the  aiTem- 
oly  of  your  province  to  take  no  no? 
tice  of  it,  which  will  be  treating  it 
with  the  contempt  it  defer ves. 

The  repeatecf  proofs  which  have 
been  given  by  the  aflembly  of  |l.hoder 
Ifland  of  their  reverence  and  refpeft 
for  the  laws,  and  of  their  faithful  at- 
tachments to  the  conftitution,  leave 
little  room  in  his  Majefty's  breaft  to 
doubt  of  their  fliewing  a  proper  re- 
fentment  of  this  unjuftifiablc  attempt 
to  revive  thofe  diftraftions  which  have 
operated  fo  fatally  to  the  prejudice  of 
this  kingdom  and  the  colonies :  and 
accordingly  his  Majefly  has  the  fulleft 
confidence  in  their  affieftion,  and  ex- 
perts they  will  give  him  the  ftrongeft 
proofs  of  them  on  this  and  every 
other  occaflon. 

I  am,  with  great  triith  and  regard, 
Gentlemen,  your  moft  obedient  hum- 
ble fervant, 

HILLSBOROUGH. 

In  the  Providence  Gazette,  July  9, 
luas  publijhed  the  foilonuing  Letter  to 
the  Printer  from  Roger  Martyn,  Efq  i 
If  the  defign  of  the  Earl  of  Hillfl)o- 

rough's  letter,  of  tlie  21ft  of  Apirl 

laft. 
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laft,  to  the  colony  of  Rhode  Ifland, 
was  to  detach  and  divert  them  from 
uniting  with  the  continent,  in  all 
legal  endeavours,  for  a  removal  of 
general  grievances,  he  hath  miiTed  of 
his  aim.    This  colony  is  but  the  more 
confirmed  of  the  neceffity  of  a  general 
union,  when  the  oppreffion  is  com- 
mon.    This  I  think  I  may  fay,  after 
having  heard  no  one,  even  during 
the  Seflion  of  Affembly  in  which  that 
letter  was  read,  expreis  the  leaft  cen- 
fure  of  the  colony  of  the  Maffachu- 
fetts  Bay,  for  writing  the  circular  let- 
ter complained  of;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  proceeding  is  univerially 
approved  of.    If  it  be  the  privilege 
of  every   fubjeft  to  petition  to  the 
King,  it  is  undoubtedly  the  right  of 
a  whole  country  to  unite  in  a  fuppli- 
cition  for  redrcfs  of  grievances,  which 
equally  affeft  them  all.     This  colony 
have  adopted  the  meafures  recom- 
mended to  them  by  their  brethren  of 
the  MalTachufetts-Bay,  and  a  com. 
mittee  hath  been  appointed  to  pre. 
pare  a  draft  of  a  petition  on  the  I'ub. 
left  recommended,  who  will  foon  re. 
port  to  the  Aflembly,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  Earl's  letter ;  and  there  can- 
not be  the  leaft  doubt,  but  that  fuch 
petition  will  be  forwarded  as  foon  as 
may  be,  as  at  the  time  when  his  fur- 
prizing  letter  was  received,  the  affem- 
bly were  addreffed  by  the  Speaker  of 
the  tioufe  of  Burgeffcs  in  Virginia, 
on  the  fubjeft  contained  'in  the  cir- 
cular letter  from  Bofton,  wherein  the 
fentiments  of  that  ancient  and  re- 
fpedtable  government  appear  to  coin- 
cide with  thofe  of  the  Maffachuffetts- 
Bay,  to  which  addrefs  the  Houfe  di- 
reded  their  Speaker  to  fend  an  an- 
fwer,    and  fignify  their   full  appro- 
bation of  the  fentiments  therein  con. 
tained,  and  to  alTure  him,  that  mea- 
fures fimilar  to  thofe  taken  in  that 
dominion  (hould  be  purfucd.     And  I 
am  authorized  to  fay,  that  an  anfwer 
irom  our  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  this 
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colonv,  to  the  letter  from  Bofton, 
would  have  been  fent,  and  mad* 
public,  had  it  not  been  for  the  inter^ 
vention  of  fome  fpecial  bufmefs, 
which  engrofled  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe  fo  much,  during  their  feffion 
of  only  three  or  four  days  continu- 
ance, that  they  omitted  to  give  anjr 
particular  direftion  to  their  Speaker 
in  that  behalf,  many  of  the  Houfe 
fuppofing  he  would  have  written  an 
aniwer  ex  officio,  as  the  Houfe  had 
entered  into  the  meafures  recom- 
mended. 

Upon  a  re-examination  of  the  cir- 
cular letter  from  the  Malfachufetts- 
Bay  (with  all  due  fubmiflion  to  the 
fagacity  of  his  Lordlhip)  nobody 
ainongit  us  can  difcover  any  dange- 
rous or  f  iftious  tendency  therein,  or 
conceive  it  to  be  calculated  to  inflame 
the  minds  of  the  King's  fubjedls  in 
the  colonies,  or  to  promote  any  un- 
warrantable combinations,  or  to  fub- 
vert  any  principles  of  the  conftitution : 
we  rather  think  it  a  meafure  of  the 
higheft  expediency— that  the  princi- 
ples therein  held  forth  are  right,  and 
in  which  all  the  colonies  on  the  con- 
tinent are  unanimous  in  fentimint.  - 
A  receflion  of  one  jot  from  the  prin- 
ciphs  contained  in  ihat  letter,  would 
be  dangerous  to  the  general  fafety : 
and  from  the  reception  it  hath  met 
with,  we  hope  that  the  colony  of  the 
Maflachufctts-Bay  will  have  the  for- 
titude to  endure  all  extremities,  ra- 
ther than  refcind  any  refolutions  that 
gave  birth  to  it. 

One  would  think,  that  a  joint  fup- 
plication  would  meet  with  a  more 
gracious  reception  than  feparate  and 
different  prayers.  In  public  and  joint 
worfhip  of  the  fupreme  being  a  fpe- 
cial promife  of  blefFing  is  annexed. 
Is  it  not  very  ilrange,  then,  that  the 
minifter  fhould  attempt  to  make  us 
believe,  that  the  recommendation 
from  the  principal  government  to  the 
feveral  legiflatures  in  this  remote  part 

of 
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oftheworld;(  tojoininbcfeechingour  them.— <-The  Romney  man  of  war»« 

gradoui  fovereign  to  confider  and  re-  Itaving  moored  before  the  town«  in- 

aiove  our  griefs,  ii  ciangeroua  or  fac-  timidated  the  coalling  veflels  bringing, 

tioui  /  He  might  as  well  perfuade  ui,  provifloot,  firewood,  &c.  committed 

that  iq  a  time  of  pcitilchce  or  famine,  many  atls  of  violence  and  outrage  ; 

an  united  fupplication  to  heaVen  to  rc->  and  in  particular,  by  cutting  away  a 

move  the  calamity  waa  an  ujiwarran-  veHcl  from  Mr.  Hancock's  Wharf, de- 

lable  combination.  taining  her  feveral  days,  without  any 

Unlefs  the  colonies  are  for  tamely  legal  procefs  being  filed  againil  her, 

yielding  up  every  valuable  privilege,  &c.     This  irritated  the  people ;  who 


the  min^lter  ought  to  be  plainly  told,that 
kt  his  fingle  opinion  be  what  it  may, 
they  fo  far  underiland  their  own  liber- 
ties, that  they  will  at  all  times,  when 
they  fee  fit,  confer  together,  and  cor- 


patrolled  the  Areets  in  a  tumultuous 
manner,  broke  feveral  windows  to 
the  value  of  about  5 1,  flerling,  burnt 
a  plculure  boat  belonging  to  the  col- 
lector, and  then  diiperfed   at  about 


lefpond  about  thrir  jomc  concern-  \i  o'clock  at  night.— All  which  will 
ments,  without  afking  his  leave,  and  more  fully  appear  by  twelve  afiidar 
that  they  have  a  lawful  right  lb  to  do.     viis,  of  different  perfons,  who  were 


If  our  petitions  are  prevented  from 
leaching  the  royal  ear — if  the  moft 
dutiful  i'upplications  are  called  un- 
warrantable combinations— and,  in 
£ne,  if  legiflation  in  thit  country  is 
fufpended,  becaufe  we  decently  de- 
clare our  rights,  and  pray  for  a  con- 
tiauance  of  them,  of  what   ufe  are 


eye  witnefTes  of  the  proceedings,  here- 
unto annexed. —  Three  days  after 
thii,  the  ommifTioners  made  a  volun- 
tary abdication  of  their  ofiice,  and 
went  on  board  the  Romney  man  of 
war.  And  from  ail  the  alildavits  it 
does  Appear,  that  the  caule  of  fuch 
tumult  was  entirely  from  the  impu- 


agcnts  at  the  court  of  Great  Britain?  dent  and  vjoknt  proceedings  of  the 

If  I  might  advife  in  this  matter,  I.  otficers,  particularly  from  the  maftcit 

would  propofe  a  gejieral  revocation  of  of  the  Romney,   who  frequently  or- 

thcir  powers,  and  a  difcontinuance  of  dcred  the  marines  to  lire,  and  abulctl 

any  further  commerce  or  bulinefs  with  every  body  who  advjfed  a  cooler  con- 

the  inhabitants  of  a  country,   who,  dutt. 


being  only  fcllow-fubjcds,  would  ty- 
lannize  over  us. 

Colony  of  Rhide-lfland,       Rager  Marlytu 
July  5,  ijbS. 

Jf  Mentorial  in  iehalf  of  tbg  Inhaii' 
tants  of  Br  Jf  on. 

Sbeiucth, 
That  chey  bear  the  fame  fcntitrients 
of  I'oyafty  and  duty  towards  our  graci- 
ous King;  and  the  fame  reverence 
fcr  the  great  touncil  of  the  nation-, 
the  Britilh  Parliament,  as  ever ;  and 
therefore  are  not  willing  their  con- 
duft  IhouW'  appear  in  an  odious  light 
to  the  miniftry. — The  priticipal  oc- 
cafion  cf  the  late  tumults  arolc  from 
the  haughty  conduAof  the  commifli- 
€tkxi»  and  orhcr  officers  appointed  b^   people 


'The  aiove  Memorial  'was  preftnted  /• 
AdMiaiji ration  'iMftJi  the  inuel-vt  J^t-, 
davits,  (nnmediately  upon  hearing, 
the  Reports  'which  'Mere  fo  prejudicial 
to  the  TcivnJ  iji  Dennis  De  Berdt, 
£Jq ;  Agent  for  the  Affcmbiy. 

S  I  R,       BoJhn^.July  13,  1768. 

It  is  very  furpniling  to  people.  Jiere, 

that  the  circular  letter,    tranfmitted 

from  this  governmeattotheothercolo^ 

nies,  could  be  vepreicnted  and  confi- 

dered  by  the  miniilry  in  ibouioub  alight 

as  it  appears  it  has  been,  by  tae  late 

letter  from  the  E.rl  of  Hiliiboiough. 

Ic  IS  amaaang,  that  a  mcafure,  10  m- 

nocent,  lo  prudent,  and  that  nad,  fuch 

a  tendency  to  qgiet  the  minds  of  the 

fl^ould  \&   fo.  milcunitrued. 

However, 
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However^  it  feenis  the  letter  from 
the  Earl  of  Hilllborough,  refpeiiting 
thii  aAVnr,  hat  had  quite  a  differeac 
etFeCt  from  what  wat  Uefigned  and  ex* 
petted:  inllead  of  preventing  the  cd- 
IoDieS'froia>  uniting  in  their  applica- 
tions to  the  throne  for  relief,  it  hat 
ferved  to  make  them  more  lolicitout 
than  ever  of  an  union  in  fentiment 
and  mtiafurcs.  This  you  will  perceive, 
upon  perufi'.ig  the  incloied  news  pa- 
per, wliere  you  will  And  what  has 
beenjilone  by  the  Houfe  of  Delegates 
at  Maryluna.  The  colony  of  Uho^ 
lAand  h;is  immediately  upon  the  re- 
ception of  the  letter  abovemcntioned, 
prepared  an  ^ddrel's  to -his  Ma^ity, 
which  will  foon  be  forwarded.  Many 
of  the  other  colonies  have  alio  for* 
wardied  their  pe(icK)ns  and  reprefen- 
tations.  T^e  people  through  the 
oontment  arc  greatly  alarmed,  and 
will neverbe eaiy  till  tlie  iatc-adts  are 
repealed,  a;id  things  return  to  their 
old  courfe.  The  merchants  £nd  they 
cannot  vend  your  manuiadtures,  the 
oouQtry  people  are  fo  dilg'<ll(:'^>  >nd 
are  determiiicd  not  to  toniiaue  their 
importations  of  hngliih  guoas.  We 
havjS  now  in  the  harbour  hve  or  fix 
vtff^ls  oi  war,  <ui(l  aie  tareatent-'d 
with  troops,  if  tht;y  lliould  be  lent 
here  to  enforce  acts  oJ  Parliament, 
God  only  Knows  what  will  be  the 
event.  TiiiS  wc  are  iurc  of,  tliat  be 
the  nqmijer  of  tne  iruup^  ever  io 
great,  they  cannot  furce  us  eitni;r  to 
import,  buy,  or  conmne  hag.ilh 
goods.  Tl)u  mcrcanti.c  mtcreit  on 
your  lide  ot  the  water  is,  and  will  be, 
greatly  au-.cicu  by  tiicic  mcalures  it 
behoves  them  to  oeltir  tiiemiL-ivis  up- 
on thii  occ-hou,  it  tney  deagn  to  ^rc- 
ferve  hvir  trade,  it  is  tne  opinion 
of  men  of  ailcernmeat  uuj  goodjuU^- 
ment,  that  the  people  through  tne 
continent  arc  much  moic  aUrmea  at 
the  late  uct^,'  ihau  tney  were  at  the 
liamp  a£t ;  and  it  would  be  valtly 
more  difiicuh.  to  reconcile  the  people 
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to  them.  God  grant  that  the  uniO« 
between  the  mother  country  and  th« 
colonics  may  not  be  interrupted ;  and 
that  thufe  at  the  helm  may  be  endow- 
ed with  all  that  wifdom  which  ma? 
be  needful  to  diredl  at  fuch  a  critical 
day !  I  doubt  not  your  good  wifUet 
for  America. 

Your  moft  humble  Servant, 

T.    CUSHINC. 

To  Dennis  De  Btrdt,  E/q ; 

An  Addrtfi  read  at  a  numerous  meetinr 

of  the  Merchants  in  Philadelphia  on 

the  2^th  of  April,  1768.  ' 
(Written  by  Mr.  Dickenfon,  author  t>f 

the  Farmer's  Letters.) 
Gentlemen,  Friends,  and  Feller  Citi- 
zens, 

Yon  are  called  together  to  give  yaar 
advice  and  opinion,  what  anlwer  Ih.tll 
be  returned  to  our  brethren  of  Bofton 
and  New-York,  who  defire  to  know 
whether  we  will  unite  with  them,  in 
Hopping  the  importation  of  goods 
from  Great  Britain,  until  certain 
adts  of  Parliament  are  repealed,  which 
are  thought  to  be  injurious  to  oiir 
rights,  as  freemen  and  Britilh  fubi 
jects.  > 

Before  you  come  to  any  refolutiortj' 
it  may  be  neceflary  to  explain  tho 
matter  more  fully. 

When  our  forefathers  came  into 
this  country,  they  confidered  them- 
ielves  as  freemen,  and  that  thei» 
coining  and  fettlmg  thelis  colonies 
did  not  divelt  them  of  ahy  of  tho 
righis  inherent  in  freemen;  that, 
therefore,  what  they  pofleffed,  and 
what  tliey  or  their  polterity  ftiould  ac- 
quire, was  and  would  be  lb  much 
their  own,  that  no  power  on  earth 
could  lawfully,  or  ot  right,  deprive 
them  of  it  without  their  confent. 
The  governments,  which  they,  with 
the  conl'ent  of  the  crown,  eftabliflied 
in  the  reipedive  colonies,  they  con- 
fidered as  political  governments, 
'•  where  (as  Mr.  Locke  exprefles  it) 

men 
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men  hive  property  in  their  own  dif- 
pofal."  Ana  therefore  (according  to 
the  condufion  drawn  by  the  liime 
author  in  another  place)  "  No  taxes 
ought  or  could  be  raifed  on  their  pro- 
perty without  their  coni'ent  given  by 
themfelves  or  their  depuiiei,"  or  cho- 
fen  rcprclientatives. 

As  they  were  members  of  oiie  great 
empire,  united  under  one  head  or 
crown,  they  tacitly  acquiefced  in  the 
fuperintending  authority  of  the  Par- 
liament of  (jreat  Britain,  and  ad- 
mitted a  power  in  it,  to  make  regu- 
lations to  pieferve  the  connexion  of 
the  whole  entire.  Though  under 
colour  of  this,  fundry  regulations 
were  made  that  bore  hard  on  the  co- 
lonies; yet,  with  Hlial  refpedl  and 
regard  for  Great  Britain  their  mother 
country,  the  colonies  fubmiticd  to 
them. 

It  will  be  fufficient  here  juil  to 
enumerate  fome  of  the  molt  grie- 
vous. 

I.  The  law  againA  making  Heel,  or 
eretting  lUel  furnaces,  though  theie 
are  not  above  .hve  or  fix  perlbns  in 
England  engaged  in  that  branch  of 
buhnefs,  who  are  fo  far  ftom  being 
able  to  iupply  what  is  wanted,  that 
great  quanuties  ot  fteei  are  yearly  im- 
ported from  Germany. 

I  2.  Againll  plating  and  flitting  mills 
and  tilt  hammers ;  though  iron  is  the 
produce  of  our  country,  and  from  our 
manner  of  building,  planting,  .and 
living,  we  are  under  a  necelTity  of 
ufing  vail  quantities  of  nails  and 
plated  iron,  as  hoe>',  ilove-pipe's, 
plates,  &c.  all  which  are  loaded  wicli 
double  freight,  commiffions.  Sec 

3.  The  rellraint  laid  on  hatt  rs, 
and  the  prohibition  of  exporting  huis. 

4.  The  prohibition  of  carrying 
wool  or  any  kind  of  woollen  goods 
manufactured  here,  from  one  colony 
to  another.  A  fmglc  fleece  of  wool 
or  a  dozen  of  home-made  hofe  car- 
ried from  one  colony  to  another  is 
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not  only  forfeited,  but  fobjeAs  th« 
vcAel,  if  conveyed  by  water,  or  the 
waggon  and  hoifci,  if  carried  by  land, 
to  aieiaure,  and  the  owner  to  a  heavy 
fine. 

5.  Though  the  Spaniards  may  cut 
anil  carry  logwood  diredlly  to  what 
market  tticy  pleafe,  yet  the  Americans 
cannot  fend  to  any  foreign  market* 
even  what  the  demand  in  England 
cannot  take  off,  without  firll  carry- 
ing it  to  fome  Britilh  port,  and  there 
landing  and  re-Hiipping  it  at  a  great 
expence  and  lofc  of  time 

6.  Obliging  us  10  carry  Portugal 
and  Spanilh  wines,  fruit,  &c.  to  Eng- 
land, there  to  unload,  pay  a  heavy 
duty  and  re-fhip  it,  thus  fubjc-Aing 
us  to  a  great  expence,  and  our  veillls 
to  an  unneccAary  voyage  of  1000 
miles  in  a  dangerous  fea. 

7.  Impofing  a  duty  on  Madeira 
wines,  which,  if  re-fliipped  to  Eng- 
land, are  fubje^ed  to  the  payment  of 
the  full  duties  there  without  any  draw- 
back for  what  was  paid  here. 

8.  The  emptying  their  jails  upon 
us,  and  making  the  colonies  a  recept- 
acle for  their  rogues  and  villains ;  an 
iniult  and  indignity  not  to  be  thought 
of,  much  lei's  borne  without  indigna- 
tion and  refentment. 

Not  to  mention  the  reilriClions  at- 
tempted in  the  fiflieries,  the  duties 
laid  on  foreign  fugar,  molafles,  dec. 
I  will  jult  mention  the  necellity  they 
have  laid  us  under  of  fupplying  our- 
felves  wholly  from  Great-britain  with 
European  and  Eall-India  gobds  at  an 
advance  of  20,  and  as  to  fome  arti- 
cles, even  of  40  per  cent,  higher  than 
we  might  ht  iupplied  with  them  from 
other  places. 

But  as  if  all  thefe  were  not  enough, 
a  party  has  lately  aril'en  in  England, 
who,  under  colour  of  fuperintending 
authority  of  parliament,  are  labour- 
ing to  ereft  a  new  fovereignty  over 
the  colonies,  with  power  inconfiltent 
with  liberty  or  freedom. 

The 
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,  The  fij-ft  exertion  of  thii  power  was 
tUrpIuyed  in  the  odious  Stamp-A£k. 
<A«  the  authors  and  promoters  of  this 
adl  were  fenfible  of  the  oppofttiun  it 
mull  neceflarily  meet  with,  from  men, 
vvho  had  the  leal^  Iparit  of  iiJaerty  re- 
maining, they  accompanied  it  with  a 
bill  (tiW  more  odious,  wherein  they 
attempted  to  empower  officers  to  quar- 
ter foldicrs  on  private  houfes,  with  a 
view  no  doubt,  to  dragoon  us  into  a 
compliance  with  the  former  it\. 

By  the  interpofttion  of  the  Ameri- 
can agents,  and  of  the  London  mer- 
chant;  who  traded  to  the  colonies, 
this  claufe  was  dropt,  but  the  ad  was 
carried,  wherein  the  aflemblies  of  the 
refpeftive  colonics  were  ordered,  at 
the  exp^nce  of  the  fevcral  provinces, 
to  furnifh  the  troops  with  a  number 
of  articles,  fome  of  them  never  al- 
lowed in  Britain.  Bcfides,  a  power 
is  therein  granted  to  every  officer, 
upon  obtaining  a  warrant  from  any 
jullice,  (which  warrant  the  JulHce  is 
thereby  empowered  and  ordered  to 
grant,  without  any  previous  oath)  to 
break  into  any  hou.e  by  day  or  by 
night,  under  pretence  (thefe  are  the 
words  of  the  aft)  of  fearching  for 
deferters. 

By  the  fpirited  oppofition  of  the  co- 
lonies, the  firil  aft  was  repealeJ  :  but 
the  latter  continued,  which,  in  its  fpi- 
rit,  differs  nothing  from  the  other. 
For  thereby  the  liberty  of  the  colo- 
nies is  invaded,  and  their  property  dif- 
pofed  of  without  their  confent,  no  lefs 
than  by  the  Stamp-Aft.  It  was  ra- 
ther the  more  dangerous  of  the  two, 
as  the  appearance  of  the  conftitution 
was  preicrved  while  the  fpirit  of  it 
was  deftroyed,  and  thus  a  tyranny  in- 
troduced under  the  forms  of  liberty. 
The  aflemblies  were  not  at  libtrty  to 
refufe  their  a/Tent,  but  were  to  be 
forced  to  a  literal  compliance  with 
the  aft.  Thus,  becaufc  the  aflembly 
of  New- York  hefitate J  to  comply, 
Aeir  legiflative  power  was  immedi- 
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ately  fufpended  by  another  aft  of  p«r« 
liament. 

That  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp-aft 
might  not  invalidate  the  claims  of 
fovercignty  now  fet  up,  an  aft  was 
pafTed,  a/ferting  the  power  of  Parlia- 
ment to  bind  us  with  their  laws  in 
every  relpcft  whatever.  And  to  af- 
ccrtain  the  extent  of  this  power,  in 
the  very  next  fcfKon  they  proceeded 
to  a  dircft  taxation  ;  and  in  the  very 
words  in  which  they  difpofe  of  their 
own  property,  they  gave  and  granted 
that  of  the  colonids,  impofing  duties 
on  paper,  glafs,  ike.  imported  into 
America,  to  be  paid  by  the  coloniHt 
for  the  purpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue. 

This  revenue,  when  raifcd,  they 
ordered  to  be  cliipofcd  of  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  render  our  afTemblies  or 
legiflative  bodies  altogether  ufelefs, 
and  to  make  Governtora  and  Judges, 
who  hold  their  commifllons  during 
pleafure,  and  the  whole  executive 
powers  of  government,  nay,  the  de- 
fence of  the  country,  independent  of 
the  people,  as  has  been  fully  explaind 
in  the  Farmer's  Letters. 

Thus  with  a  confiftency  of  conduft 
having  divefted  us  of  property,  they 
,  re  procff  :'irig  to  creft  over  us  a  del- 
potic  government,  and  to  rule  us  as 
flaves.  For  "  a  dcfpotical  power, 
fays  Mr.  Locke,  is  over  fuch  as  have 
no  property  at  all."  If,  indeed,  to 
be  fubjeft  in  our  lives  and  property 
to  the  arbitrary  will  of  others,  whom 
we  have  never  chofcn,  nor  ever  en- 
trufted  with  fuch  power,  be  not  fla- 
very,  I  wifli  any  perfon  would  tell  me 
what  flavery  is. 

Such  then  being  the  ftate  of  the 
cafe,  you  are  now,  my  fellow-citi- 
zens, to  deliberate,  not,  whether  you 
Will  tamely  fubmi:  to  this  fyllcm  of 
government. — Tliat  I  am  fure  your 
love  of  freedom  and  regard  for  your- 
felves  and  your  poftericy  will  never 
fufFer  you  to  think  of—But  by  what 
means  you  may  defend  your  rights 
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and  liberties,  and  obtain  a  repeal  f 
thefe  adls. 

In  England,  when  the  prerogative 
has  been  ftrained  too  high,  or  the 
people  oppftfled  by  the  executive 
power,  the  Parliament  who  are  the 


fupplies  on  terms   injurious  to  thcf 
public  prii'ilege  and  to  juftice. 

As  then  we  cannot  enjoy  liberty 
without  property,  both  in  our  lives 
and  ettates ;  as  we  can  have  no  pro- 
perty in  that  which  another  may  of 


guardians  and  protestors  of  the  peo  -  right  take  and  di  fpofe  of  as  he  pleafes, 

pie's  liberties,  always  petition  for  re^^  without  our  confent ;  and  as  the  late 

3refs  of  grievances,  arid  enforce  their  afts  of  parliament  affert  this  right  to 

petitions,    by  with-holding  fupplies  be  in  them,  we  cannot  enjoy  freedomi 

yntil  they  are  granted.  until  this  claim  is  given  up,  and  un 


Our  aiTembly,  I  am  told,  has  ap 
plied  for  relief  from  thefe  adts  of  par- 
liament.    But  having  nothing  left  to 


til  adls  made  in  confequence  of  it  b^ 
repealed.  For  fo  long  as  thefe  afts 
continue,  and  the  claim  is  hept  up^ 


give,    they  could   not  enforce  their  '  our  property  is  at  their  diipofaj,  and 
application,    by    with-holding    any    ourjives  at  their  mercy. 


thing. 

It  is,  however,  in  our  power,  in  a 
peaceable  and  conflituriondl  way,  to 
add  weight  to  the  remonftrance  and 
^tition  of  our  reprefentatives,  by 
flopping  the  importation  of  goods 
from  Britain,  until  we  obtain  relief 
and  redrefs  by  a  repeal  of  thefe  un- 
'conftimtional  adls. 

But  this,  it  ma/  be  faid,  is  fub- 
jefting  ounclves  to  prefent  lofs  and 
inconvenience. 

I  would  beg  leave  ta  afk,  whether 
any  people  i:i  any  age  or  country  ever 
defended  and  preferved  their  liberty 
from  the   encroachments  of  powei', 
iVithoutfuffer'-^gpiefentinconvenJen- 
cies.      The  Roman  people   fufFercd 
themfelves  to  be   derented  by  their 
enemies,  rather  than  fubmic  tc  the 
tyranny  of  the  nobles.     And  even  in 
the  midft  of  war,  the  Parliament  of 
England  has  denied  to  grant  fupplies, 
until  their  grievances  were  redrcffed; 
well  knowing  that  no  prefent  lofj, 
fuffering,    or   inconvenience,    could 
equal  that  of  tyranny  or  the  lofs  of 
public  liberty.     To  cite  an  example, 
which  our  own  country   furnilhes; 
you  all  remember  that  in  the  height 
of  the  late  terrible  Indian  war,  our 
aflembly  and  that  of  Maryland  chofc 
rather' to  let  the  country  fuffer  great  in- 
convenience, than  immediately  grant 


To  conclude,  as  liberty  is  the  great 
and  only  fecurity  of  property ;  as  the 
fecurity  of  property  is  the  chief  iput 
to  indullry,  (it  being  vain  to  acquirc- 
what  we  have  not  a  profpedb  tc  enjcy) 
and  PS  the  flopping  the  importation 
of  goods  is  the  only  probable  means 
of  prefer ving  to  us  and  our  pollerity 
this  liberty  and  fecurity,  I  hope,  my 
brethren,  there  is  not  a  man  amoug: 
w,  who  will  not  cheerfully  join  in 
the  meafure  propofed,  and,  with  our 
brethren  of  Boltcn  and  New- York, 
freely   forego  a  prefent   advantage, 
nay,  even  fubmit  to  a  prefent  incon- 
venience for  the  fake  of  liberty,  on 
which  our  happinefs,  lives,  and  pro- 
perties depend,     let  us  never  forget 
that  our  ftrength  depends  on  our  uni- 
on, and  our  liberty  on  our  flrength . 
"  United '•xe  conquer,  dimidid  tue  die," 

The  fcllovjing  paper  ni-as  puhlijhed  in 
London,  about  the   beginning  of  tht 
Year    1768.    By  Dr.   Benjamin 
Franklin. 
The  n^wves   ne':i'r  rife  but  luhen  tht 
twinas  </.jw.  Pro  v. 

As  the  cauie  of  the  prefent  ill  hu- 
mour in  An.erica,  and  of  the  refolu- 
tions  taken  there  to  purchafe  !efs  of 
our  manufadures,  does  not  feem  to 
be  general ly  underftood,  it  may  af- 
ford fome  latisfu^ion  to  our  readers* 
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If  you  give  them  the  following  Ihort 
iiiftorical  ftate  of  faAs. 

From  the  time  that  the  colonies 
were  firfl  confidered  as  capable  of 
granting  aids  to  the  crown,  down  to 
the  end  of  the  laft  war,  it  is  faid, 
that  the  conftant  mode  of  obtaining 
thofe  aids  was,  by  rsquijttion  made 
from  the  crown,  through  its  gover- 
nors to  the  feveral  afTemblies,  in  cir- 
cular letters  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  his  Majefty's  nanje,  fetting 
forth  the  occafion,  requiring  them  to 
take  the  matter  into  consideration, 
and  expreffing  a  reliance  to  their  pru- 
dence, dufy  and  aiFeftion  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's government,  that  they  wQuld 
grant  fuch  funis,  or  raife  fuch  num- 
bers of  men,  as  were  fuitabte  to 
their  refpeftive  cii-cumftances. 

The  colonies  being  accnftomed  to 
this  method,  have  from  time  to  timi. 
granted,  money  to  the  crown,  or  r^if- 
ed  troops  for  its  fervice,  in  proportion 
to  their  abilities ;  and  during  all  the 
}aft  war  beyond  their  abilities,  fo  that 
confiderable  fijms  wereicturn'd  them 
yearly  by  Parliament,  as  they  had 
exceeded  their  proportion. 

Had  this  happy  method  of  requifi- 
tion  been  cot^tinued,  (a  method  that 
left  the  King's  fubjedls  in  thofe  re- 
mote countries  the  pleafure  of  Ihew- 
ing  their  ze^l  and  loyalty,  and  of 
imagining  that  they  recommend  them- 
felves  to  their  fovereign  by  the  libe- 
rality of  their  voluntary  grants)  there 
IS  no  doubt,  bu.  all  the  money  that 
could  reafonably  be  expected  to  be 
rais'd  from  them  in  any  manner, 
might  have  been  obtained,  without 
the  leaft  heart-burning,  offence,  or 
breach  of  the  harmony,  of  affec- 
tions and  interefts,  that  fo  long  fub- 
fiited  between  the  two  countries. 

It  has  been  thought  wifdom  in  a 
governnKnt  exerci/ing  fovereignty  o- 
ver  different  kinds  of  people,  to  have 
fome  regard  to  prevailing  and  efta- 
bUllied  opinions  amone  the  people  to 
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be  govenied,  wherever  fuch  opinions 
might  in  their  effcds  obflxu£t  or  pro- 
mote public  meafures.  If  they  tend 
to  obftrudl  public  fervice,  they  are  to 
be  changed,  if  poilible,  before  we 
attempt  to  a£t  againP:  them ;  and  they 
can  only  be  changed  by  reafon  and 
erfuaAon .  B  ut  if  public  bufinefs  can 
e  carried  on  without  thwarting  thofe 
opinions,  if  they  can  be,  on  the  con*- 
:rary,  made  fubfervient  to  it,  they 
are  not  unneceflarily  to  be  thwarted, 
how  abfurd  foever  fuch  popular  opi- 
nions may  be  in  their  natures. — This 
had  been  the  wifdom  of  our  govern- 
ment with  refpeft  to  raifmg  mon,ey 
in  the  colonies.  It  wa?  well  known, 
that  the  colonifts  univerfally  were  of 
opinion,  that  no  money  could  be  le- 
vied from  Englifti  fubjeds,  but  by 
their  own  confent  given  by  them- 
felves  or  their  chofen  reprefentatives : 
that  therefore  whatever  money  was  to 
be  raifed  from  the  people  in  the  co- 
lonies, mull  firft  be  granted  by  their 
Affemblies,  as  the  money  railed  in 
uritain  is  firft  to  be  granted  by  the 
Houfe  of  Commons :  that  this  right 
of  granting  their  own  money,  was  eC* 
fential  to  Fnglilh  liberty :  and  that  if 
any  man,  or  body  of  men,  in  which 
they  had  no  reprefentative  of  theif 
chufing,  could  tax  them  at  pleafure^ 
they  could  not  be  faid  to  have  any 
property,  any  thing  they  could  call 
their  own.  But  as  thcfe  opinions  did 
not  hinder  their  granting  money  vo- 
lun'.arily  and  amply  whenever  the 
crown  by  its  fervants  came  into  their 
Afiemblics  (as  it  does  into  its  Parlia- 
ments of  Britain  or  Ireland)  and  dtr 
manded  aids ;  therefore  that  method 
was  cholcii  rather  than  the  hateful 
one  of  arbitrary  taxes. 

I  do  not  undertake  here  to  fupport 
thefe  opinions  of  "^he  Americans ; 
they  have  been  refuted  by  a  late  aft 
of  Parliament,  declaring  its  own  pjw- 
er; — which  very  Parliament,  how- 
ever, Ihew'd  wifely  fo  much  tender 
G  g  2  regard 
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regard  to  thofe  inveterate  prejudices, 
as  to  repeal  a  tax  that  had  militated 
again  ft  them.  And  thofe  prejudices 
ai-e  ftill  fo  fixed  and  rooted  in  the  A- 
mcYicans,  that,  it  has  been  fuppofcd, 
not  a  fmgle  man  among  them  has 
been  convinced  of  his  error,  even  by 
that  aA  of  Parliament. 

The  perfon  then  who  firft  projefted 
to  lay  afide  the  accuftomed  method  of 
requifition,  and  to  raife  money  on 
America  by   (lamps,    feems  not  to 
have  afted  wifely,  in  deviating  from 
that  method  (which  the  colonifts  look- 
ed upon  as  conftitutional)  and  thwart- 
ing unneceflarily  the  fixed  prejudices 
of  fo  great  a  number  of  the  King'f 
fubjefts. — It  was  not,  however,  for 
want  of  knowledge  that  what  he  was 
about  to  do  would  give  them  great 
offence ;  he  appears  to  have  been  ve- 
ry fenfible  of  this,  and  apprehenfive 
that  it  might  occafion  fonie  diforders, 
to  prevent  or  fupprefs  which,  he  pro- 
jefted  another  Bill,  that  was  brought 
in  the  fame  feflion  with  the  llamp  aft, 
whereby  it  was  to  be  made  lawful  for 
military  officers   in   the   colonies  to 
quarter  their  foldiero  in  private  houfes. 
This  feem'd  intended  to  awe  the  peo- 
ple into  a  compliance  with  the  other 
aft.    Great  oppofition  however  being 
raifed  here  againft  the  bill  by  the  a- 
g-^nts  from  the  colonics,  and  the  mer- 
chants trading  thither,  tl^  colonifts 
declaring,  that  under  fuch  a  power 
in  the  army,  no  one  could  look  on  his 
houfe  as  his  own,  or  think  he  had  a 
home,  when  foldiers  might  be  thruft 
into  it  and  mix'd  with  his  family  at 
tile  pleafure  of  an  officer,  that  part 
of  the  bill  was  dropt ; — but  there  ftill 
remained  a  claufe,  when  it  paffed  in- 
to a  law,  to  oblige  the  ieveral  alfem- 
blies  to  provide  quarters  for  the  fol- 
diers,   furnifliing  them   with  firing, 
bedding,  candles,   fmall  beer  or  rum, 
and  fundry  other  articles,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  feve.al  provinces.    And 
this  aft  continued  in  force  when  the 


Stamp  Aft  was  repealed,  though  if 
obligatory  on  the  aftemblies,  itequally 
militated  againft  the  American  prin- 
ciple abovementioned,  tbat  money  is 
not  to  be  raifed  on  Englijhfubje£ts  •with- 
out their  confent. 

The  colonies  neverthelefs  being  put 
iato  high  good  humour  by  the  repeal 
of  the  Stamp  Aft,  chofe  to  avoid  a 
frefh  difpute  upon  the  other,  it  being 
temporary  aad  loon  to  expire,  never, 
as  they  hoped,  to  revive  again  ;  and 
in  the  mean  time  they,  by  various 
ways  in  different  colonies,  provided 
for  the  quartering  of  the  troops, 
either  by  afts  of  their  own  aflemblies, 
without  taking  notice  of  the  aft  of 
parliament,  or  by  fome  variety  or 
ijnall  diminution,  as  of  fait  and  vine- 
gar, in  the  fupplics  required  by  the 
aft,  that  what  they  did  might  aj/f-  ..' 
a  voluntary  aft  of  their  own,  a.  J. 
not  done  in  obedience  to  an  aft  of 
parliament,  which,  according  to  their 
ideas  of  their  rights,  they  thought 
hard  to  obey. 

It  might  have  been  well  if  ths 
matter  had  thus  paffed  without  no- 
tice ;  but  a  Governor  having  written 
home  an  angry  and  aggravating  let- 
ter upon  this  ronduft  in  the  affembly 
of  his  p-~vlnce,  the  outed  Premier 
of  the  Stamp  Aft  and  his  adherents, 
then  in  the  oppofition,  raifed  fuch  « 
clamour  againft  America,  as  being 
in  rebellion,  and  againft  thofe  who 
had  been  for  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp 
Aft,  as  having  thereby  been  encou- 
ragers  of  this  fuppofed  rebellion,  thai- 
it  was  thought  neceffary  to  inforce  th^ 
quartering  aft  by  another  aft  of  par- 
liament, taking  away  from  the  pro- 
vince of  New-YoVk,  which  had  been 
the  moft  explicit  in  its  refufal,  all  the 
powers  of  legiflation,  till  it  ftiould 
have  complied  with  that  aft.  The 
news  of  which  greatly  alarmed  the 
people  every  wherein  America,  as  (it 
has  been  faid"^  the  language  of  fuch 
r.n  aft  feemed  'o  them  to  be,  Q/iry  im~ 
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pUcttly  laivs  made  by  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain  to  rai/e  money  on  you 
•without  your  confent,  or  you  Jhall  enjoy 
no  rights  or  privileges  at  all. 

At  the  fame  time  a  perfon  lately 
in  high  office,  projedled  the  levying 
more  money,  from  America,  hy  new 
duties  on  various  articles  of  our  oWn 
manufaAure,  as  glafs,  paper,  painters 
colours,  &c.  appointing  a  new  Board 
of  Cuftoms,  and  fending  over  a  fet  of 
Commiflloners,  with  large  falaries,  to 
be  eftab  ilTied  at  Bofton,  who  were  to 
have  the  care  of  colledling  thofe  du- 
ties ;  which  were  by  the  adl  exprefsly 
mentioned  to  be  intended  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  falaries  of  Governors, 
Judges,  and  other  Officers  of  the 
crown  in  America  ?  it  being  a  pretty 
general  opinion  here,  that  thofe  offi- 
cers ought  not  to  depend  on  the 
people  there  for  any  part  of  their  fup- 
port. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  corr\bat 
this  opinion.  But  perhaps  it  may  be 
fome  fatisfaftion  to  your  readers,  to 
know  what  ideas  the  Americans  have 
on  the  fubjedl.  They  fay  then,  as 
to  Governors,  that  they  are  not  like 
Princes  vvhofe  pofterity  have  an  inhe- 
ritance in  the  government  of  a  na- 
tion, and  therefore  an  intereft  in  its 
profperity ;  they  are  generally  ftrang- 
ers  to  the  provinces  they  are  fent  to 
govern,  have  no  eftate,  natural  con- 
vefiion,  or  relation  there,  to  give 
litem  an  afFeftion  for  the  country  ;  — 
' ,..  they  come  only  to  make  money 
•j    u  \  as  they  can ;  are  I'ometimes 

Or  of  vicious  charadlers  and  broken 
fonu^ "  i,  fent  by  a  miniller  merely 
to  get  them  out  of  the  way  :  that  as 
they  intend  ftaying  in  the  country  no 
longer  than  their  government  conti- 
nues, and  purpofa  to  leave  no  family 
behind  them,  they  are  ant  to  be  re- 
gardlefs  of  the  good  wi  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  care  not  what  is  faid  or 
ihoufjht  of  them  iftcr  they  are  gone. 
Therfituation  at  the  fame  time  giv\s 


them  manyoppdrtunities  of  being  vex- 
atious, and  they  are  often  fo  notwith- 
ftanding  their  dependance  on  the  aC 
femblies  for  all  that  part  of  their  fup- 
port  that  does  not  arife  from  fees  c£- 
tablifhed  by  law  ;  but  would  proba- 
bly be  much  more  fo,  if  they  were  to 
be  fupported  by  money  drawn  from 
the  people  without  their  confent  or 
good  will,  which  is  the  profefled,  dc- 
lign  of  this  new  aft.  That,  if  by 
means  of  thefe  forced  duties,  govern- 
ment is  to  be  fupported  in  America, 
without  the  intervention  of  the  afTem- 
blies,  their  afTemblies  will  foon  be 
looked  upon  as  ufelefs,  and  a  gover- 
nor will  not  call  them,  as  having  no- 
thing to  hope  from  their  meeting, 
and  perhaps  fomething  to  fear  from 
their  enquiries  into  and  remonftranccs 
againft  his  mal-adminillration.  That 
thus  the  people  will  be  deprived  c*^ 
their  moil  eflential  rights.  That  it 
being,  as  at  prefent,  a  governor's  in- 
terell  to  cultivate  the  good  will,  by 
promoting  the  welfare  of  the  people 
he  governs,  can  be  attended  with  no 
prejudice  to  the  mother-country,  fince 
all  the  laws  he  may  be  prevailed  oa 
to  give  his  aflent  to  are  I'ubjeft  to  re- 
vifion  here,  and  if  reported  again!!: 
by  the  Board  of  Trade,  are  immedi- 
ately repealed  by  the  crown  ;  nor  dare 
he  pafs  any  law  contrary  to  his  in- 
llrudtions,  as  he  holds  his  office  dur- 
ing the  pleafure  of  the  crown,  and 
his  fecurities  are  liable  for  the  penal- 
ties of  their  bonds  if  he  contravene 
thofe  inftrudlions.  This  is  what  they 
fay  as  to  Governors.  As  to  "Judges 
they  alledge,  that  being  appointed 
from  hence,  and  hoUiing  their  com- 
miflions  not  during  good  btba-vimr,  as 
in  Britain,  but  during  pLafure,  all 
the  weight  of  intereil  or  influence 
would  be  thrown  into  one  of  the 
fcales,  (which  ouglit  to  be  lield  even) 
if  the  falaries  are  alfo  to  be  paid  out 
of  duties  r.iifed  upon  th^;  •:  )^\z  with- 
out theif  confent,  and  iadr^cndent  of 
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their  AfTemblfcs  approbation  or  dif- 
jtpprobation  of  the  judges  bebaviour. 
Taat  it  is  true,  judges  <hou}d  be  free 
Irom  all  influence;  and  therefore, 
whenever  govei-nineni  here  will  grant 
commiffions  to  able  and  hoitefl:  judges 
during  good  behaviour,  the  AfTem- 
blies  will  fettle  permanent  and  ample 
laJaries  on  them  during  their  commif- 
fions :  but,  at  prefent,  they  have  no 
(Other  means  of  getting  rid  of  an  igno- 
rant or  an  uhjuft  judge  (and  fome  of 
itandalous  charaders  have,  they  fay, 
Eieen  fometimes  fent  them)  but  by 
ftarving  him  out. 

I  do  not  fuppofe  thefe  realbnings  of 
theirs  will  appear  here  to  have  much 
weight.  I  do  '  produce  them  with 
an  expedlation  :  n  zincing  your 
leaders.  I  relate  Ui>  ijrely  in  pur- 
foance  of  the  talk  I  h..,e  inipofed  on 
aiyfelf,  to  be  an  impartial  hiftorian 
<if  American  fadii  and  opinions. 

The  colonifts  being  thus  greatly 
*l!armed,  as  I  faid  before,  by  the  news 
•f  the  A&.  for  abolilhing  the  legifla- 
ture  of  New- York,  and  the  impofition 
•f  thefe  new  duties  profefledly  for 
fiich  difdgreeable  purpofes ;  (accom- 
panied by  a  new  fet  of  revenue  officers 
with  large  appointments,  which  gave 
£rong  fufpicioTis  that  more  bufinei's 
of  the  fame  kind  was  foon  to  be  pro- 
vided for  them,  that  they  might  earn 
thefe  falaries ;)  began  ferioufly  to  con- 
fider  their  fitoation,  and  to  revolve 
afrefli  in  their  minds  grievances  which 
ficom  their  refpeft  and  love  for  ihiS' 
country,  they  had  long  borne  and 
feenied  almoft  willing  to  forget. 
They  refledled  how  lightly  the  inter- 
cft  of  all  America  had  been  cftimated 
iere,  when  the  intercft  of  a  few  in- 
labitants  of  Great  Britain  happened 
to  have  thefmalleft  compct'tion  with 
it.  That  thus  the  whole  American 
people  were  forbidden  the  advantage 
of  a  direft  itnportation  of  wine,  oil, 
aiid  fruit,  from  i'onugal,  but  muft 
l^c  them  loaded  witli  ail  the  expen- 
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ces  of  a  voyage  looo  leaeuei  round 
about,  being  to  be  landed  firft  in 
Engluid  to  DC  re-fhipped  for  Ame- 
rica ;  expences  amounting,  in  war 
time,  at  leall  30  per  cent,  more  than 
otherwife  they  wopld  have  been 
charged  with,  and  all  this  meriely, 
that  a  few  Portugal  merchants  in 
London  may  gain  a  commifltoi  oa 
thofe  goods  paffing  through  thvl- 
hands.  Portugal  merchants,  by  the 
by,  that  can  complain  loudly  of  the 
fmalleft  hardships  laid  on  their  trade 
by  foreigners,  and  yet  even  the  laft 
year  could  oppofe  with  all  their  in- 
fluence the  giving  eafe  to  t\itvefellvw 
fubjeSls  labouring  under  fo  heavy  an 
oppreflion  ! — That  on  a  flight  com- 
plaint of  a  few  Virginia  merchants, 
nine  colonies  had  been  reftrained  froni 
making  paper  money  become  abfo-> 
lutely  neceflary  to  their  internal  com- 
merce, from  the  conftant  remittancic 
of  their  gold  and  filver  to  Britain.— 
But  not  only  the  intereft  of  a  particu- 
lar body  of  merchants,  the  intereft  of 
any  fmall  body  of  Britifli  tradefmen 
or  artificers,  has  been  found,  they 
fay,  to  outweigh  that  of  all  the  King's 
fubjefls  in  the  colonies.  There  can- 
not be  a  ftronger  natural  right,  than 
that  of  a  man's  making  the  bell  pro- 
fit he  can  of  the  natural  produce  of 
his  lands,  provided  he  do.  not  there* 
by  hurt  the  Hate  in  general.  Iron  is 
to  be  found  every  where  in  America, 
and  beaver  furs  are  the  natural  pro- 
duce of  that  country :  hats  and  niails, 
and  fteel,  are  wanted  there  as  well  as 
here.  It  is  of  no  importance  to  the 
common  welfare  of  the  empire,  whe- 
ther a  fubjeft  of  the  King's  gets  his 
living  by  making  hats  on  this  or  that 
fide  of  the  water.  Yet  the  hatters  of 
England  have  prevailed  to  obtain  an 
aft  in  their  own  favour,  rcftraining 
that  manufafture  in  America,  in  order 
to  oblige  the  Americans  to  fend  their 
beaver  to  England  to  be  manufaftur- 
ed,  and  purchai'e  back  tl^e  hats,  load- 
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ed  with  the  charges  of  a  double  tranf- 
portation.  In  the  fame  manner  have 
a  few  nail-makcrs,  and  ilill  a  fmall- 
•r  body  of  fteel-makers  (perhaps  there 
are  not  half  a  dozen  of  them  in  Eng- 
land) prevailed  totally  to  forbid  by 
an  aft  of  parliament  the  crefting  of 
iiitting  mills  or  fteel  furnaces  i  Ame- 
rica, that  the  Americans  may  be 
obliged  to  take  all  the  nails  for  their 
buildings,  and  fteel  for  their  tools, 
from  thefe  artificers,  under  the  fame 
difadvantages. 

Added  to  thefe,  the  Americans  re- 
membered the  aft  authorizing  the 
moft  cruel  infult  that  perhaps  was  ever 
offered  by  one  people  to  another,  that 
of  emptying  our  gaols  into  their  fct- 
tlem^nts ;  Scotland  too  having  within 
thefe  two  years  obtained  the  privilege 
it  had  not  before,  offending  its  rogues 
and  villains  alfo  to  the  plantations. 
I  fay,  reflefting  on  thefe  things,  they 
faid  to  one  another  (their  news  papers 
are  full  of  fuch  difcourfes)  thefe  peo- 
ple are  not  content  with  making  a 
monopoly  of  us,  forbidding  us  to 
trade  with  another  country  of  Europe, 
and  compelling  us  to  buy  every  thing 
of  them,  though  in  many  articles  we 
could  r-irnilh  ourfelves  lo,  20,  and 
even  to  50  per  cent,  cheaper  elfe- 
where ;  but  now  they  have  as  good  as 
declared  they  have  a  right  to  tax  us 
ad  libitum  internally  and  externally, 
and  that  our  conftitutions  and  liber- 
ties fhall  all  be  taken  away,  if  wc  do 
not  fubmit  to  that  claim.  They  are 
not  content  with  the  high  prices  at 
which  they  th;/  fell  us  their  goods, 
but  have  now  begun  to  enhance  thofe 
prices  by  new  duties ;  and  by  the  ex- 
penfive  apparatus  of  a  new  let  of  of- 
ficers, appear  to  intend  an  augmen- 
tation and  multiplication  of  thole  bur- 
thens that  fhall  be  ftill  more  grievous 
to  us.  Our  people  have  been  foolifh- 
ly  fond  of  their  fuperfluous  modes 
and  manufaftures,  to  the  impoverifli- 
ing  our  country,  carrying  off  all  our 
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cafli,  and  loading  us  with  debt ;  they 
will  not  fufTer  us  to  rellrain  the  luxu- 
ry of  our  inhabitants  as  they  do  tha^ 
of  their  own,  by  laws :  they  can 
make  laws  to  difcourage  or  prohibit 
the  importation  of  French  fuperflui- 
ties :  but  though  thofe  of  England  are 
as  ruinous  to  us  as  the  Frehch  ones 
are  to  them,  if  we  make  a  law  of  that 
kind,  they  immediately  repeal  it. 
Thus  they  get  all  our  money  from  us 
by  trade,  and  every  profit  we  can  any 
where  make  by  our  fiiheries,  our  pro- 
duce or  our  commerce,  centers  final- 
ly with  them ;  but  this  does  not  figni- 
fy.  It  is  time  then  to  take  care  of 
ourfelves  by  the  beft  means  in  our 

f lower.  Let  us  unite  in  folemn  refb* 
utions  and  engagements  with  and  to 
each  other,  that  we  will  give  thefe 
new  officers  as  little  trouble  as  pofli- 
ble,  by  not  confuming  the  Britifh 
manufaftures  on  which  they  are  to 
levy  the  duties.  Let  us  agree  to  con« 
fume  no  more  of  tlieir  expenfive  gew- 
gaws. Let  I's  live  frugally,  and  let 
us  induftrioufly  manufafture  what  we 
can  for  ourfelves :  thus  we  fhall  be 
able  honourably  to  difcharge  the  debts 
we  already  owe  them,  and  after  that, 
we  may  be  able  to  keep  fome  money 
in  our  country,  not  only  for  the  ufe* 
of  our  internal  commerce,  but  for  the 
fervice  of  our  gracious  Sovereign, 
whenever  he  fhall  have  occafion  for  it, 
an.i  think  proper  to  require  it  of  us  ia 
the  old  conftitut'onal  manner.  For 
notwithftanding  the  reproaches  thrown 
out  againfl:  us  in  their  public  papers 
and  pamphlets,  notwitManding  we 
have  been  reviled  in  their  fenate  as 
rebels  and  traitors,  we  are  truly  a 
loyal  people.  Scotland  has  had  its 
rebellions,  and  England  its  plots  a- 
gainft  the  prel'ent  Royal  Family ;  but 
Americais  untainted  with  thofe  crimes; 
there  is  in  it  fcarce  a  m^n,  there  is 
not  a  fingle  native  of  our  country, 
who  is  not  firmly  attached  to  his  King 
by  principle  and  by  afFeftibn.    But  a 
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new  kind  of  loyalty  feems  to  be  re- 
quired of  us,  a  loyalty  to  Parliament; 
a  loyalty,  that  is  to  extend,  it  is  faid, 
to  a  furrcnder  of  all  our  properties, 
whenever  a  Houfe  of  Commons,  in 
which  there  is  not  a  fingle  member  of 
our  chufing,  Ihall  think  fit  to  grant 
them  away  without  our  confent ;  and 
to  a  patient  fufFering  the  lofs  of  our 
privileges  as  Engliflimen,  if  we  can- 
not fubmit  to  make  fuch  furrender. 
We  were  feparated  too  far  from  Bri- 
tain  by  the  ocean,  but  we  were  united 
to  it  by  refpeft  and  love,  fo  that  we 
could  at  any  time  freely  have  fpent 
our  lives  and  little  fortunes  in  its 
caufe :  but  this  unhappy  new  fyftem 
of  politics  tends  to  diflblve  thofe 
bands  of  union,  and  to  fever  us  for 
ever. 

Thefc  are  the  wild  ravings  of  the 
at  prefent  half  diftrafted  Americans. 
To  be  fore,  no  reafonable  man  in 
England  can  approve  of  fuch  fenti- 
xnents,  and,  as  I  faid  before,  I  do 
not  pretend  to  fupport  or  juftify  them : 
but  I  fincerely  wifli,  for  the  fake  of 
the  manufaflures  and  commerce  of 
Great  Britain,  and  for  the  fake  of 
the  ftrength  which  a  firm  union  with 
our  growing  colonies  would  give  us, 
that  thefc  people  had  never  been 
thus  needlelsly  drive,  out  of  their 
.fenfes.  F.  S. 


iT/be  Report  rfihe  Lords  Committees ^  ap- 
pointed by  the  Houfe  of  Lords  to  en- 
quire into  the  fever al  proceedings  in 
the  Colony  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  in 
eppofitioH  to  the   Scvercii^   'v  cf  his 
Majefly,  in  his  Parliament  cf  Great 
£ritain,   over  that   Province;   and 
alfo  vohat  hath  paffed  in  this  Houfe 
relative  thereto,  from  the  firfi  day  of 
January,  1764. 
Die   Mercurii,    20   Jprilis,   lyO^, 
The  Earl  of  Biickinghainflurc  re- 
pprted  from  the  Lords  (Jommittce.s  ftp- 
pointed  to  enquire  into  the  Icvenl 
proceedings  in  the  Colony  of  Mafla- 
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chufetts-Bay,  in  oppofition  to  tha  (b» 
vereignty  of  his  Majefty,  in  his  Par* 
liament  of  Great  Britain,  over  that 
Province,  and  alfo  what  hath  paffed 
in  this  Houfe  relative  thereto,  from 
the  firll  day  of  January,  1764,  as 
follows : 

That>  in  obedience  to  your  Lord- 
Ihips  commands, 'the  committee  have 
met,  and  taken  into  confideration  the 
matters  to  them  referred ;  and  having 
attentively  read,  and  confidered,  the 
feveral  papers  which  have  been  laid 
before  the  Houfe,  relative  to  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  colony  of  Maffachu-' 
fetis-Bay,  in  oppofition  to  the  Sove- 
reignty of  his  Majefty,  in  his  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  over  that  pro- 
vince ;  and  having  alfo  carefully  in- 
fpefted  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe, 
from  the  firft  day  of  January,  1764, 
to  the  prefent  time ;  they  find,  that, 
on  the  fecond  day  of  April,  1764,  a 
bill  was  brought  up  from  the  Com- 
mons to  your  Lordlhips,  intitled, 
'  An  aft  for  granting  certain  duties 

•  in  the  Britifli  colonies  and  planta- 

•  tions  in  America,  for  continuing, 
'  and  amending,  and  making  perpe- 

•  tual,  an  aft  paffed  in  the  fixth  year 

•  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majefty 

•  King  Geotge  the  Second,  (intituled, 

•  an  aft  for  the  better  fecuring  and 

•  encouraging  the  trade  of  his  Majef. 
'  ty's  fugar  colonies  in  America ;  for 

•  applying  the  produce  of  fuch  du- 
'  ties,  and  of  the  duties  to  arife  by 
'  virtue  of  the  faid  aft,  towards  de- 
'  fraying  the  expences  of  defending, 
'  protedting,  and  fecuring,  the  faid 
'  ccJlonies  and  plantations ;    for  ex- 

•  plaining  an  aft  made  in  the  twen- 

•  ty-fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  King 
'  Charles  the  Second,  intituled,  an 
'  aft  tor  the  encouragement  of  the 

•  Greenland  and  Eaftland  trades,  and 

•  for  the  better  fecuring  the  Planta- 
'  tion   tr:'.de  ;)   and   for  altering  and 

•  ciiiallowitig  feveral   draw-backs  on 

•  exports  from   this   kingdom,    and 
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*  more  efFeflually  preventing  the  clan- 

*  deftine  conveyance  of  goods  to  and 

*  from  the  faid  colonies  and  planta- 

*  ticns,  and  improving  and  fecuring 
'  the  trade  between  the  fame  and 
'  Great  Britain.' 

That  this  Bill  paflcd  the  Houfe 
on  the  foufth  of  April,  and  received 
the  royal  afTent  on  the  following 
day. 

The  committee  having  pcrufed  the 
report  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  of  the 
eleventh  day  of  December,  1764, 
and  the  papers  laid  before  his  Majefty 
therewith ;  find,  in  the  faid  papers, 
the  ftrongeft  aflcrtions,  by  the  affem- 
bly  of  the  MalTachufetts-Bay,  of 
their  fole  right  to  pafs  laws,  particu- 
larly of  taxation,  and  of  their  refo- 
lution  to  invite  the  other  colonies  to 
combine  with  them  in  meafures  tQ 
prevent  the  King,  in  his  Parliament, 
from  pafling  any  fuch  laws ;  for  in- 
ilance,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Mauduit, 
then  agent  of  the  province,  which 
was  drawn  up  by  a  committee  of  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  and  after- 
wards approved  by  the  Houfe,  they 
ufe  the  following  expreflions :  *  The 

*  filence  of  the  province  fliould  have 

*  been  imputed  to  any  caufe,  even  to 

*  defpair,   rather  than  be  conllrued 

*  into  a  tacit  ceflion  of  their  rights, 

*  or  an  acknowledgement  of  a  right 

*  in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain, 

*  to  impofe  duties  and  taxes  upon  a 

*  people  who  are  not  reprefented  in 

*  the  Houfe  of  Commons.'  And,  in 
the  fame  letter,  they  avowed  and  au- 
thenticated the  dodlrines  advanced  in 
a  certain  pamphlet,  intituled.  The 
Rights  of  the  Britifh  Colonies  aflcrted 
and  proved,  written  by  James  Otis, 
Efq;  which  pamphlet,  amongft  other 
things,  fays,  *  That  the  impofition 
of  taxes,  whether  on  trade,  or  on 
land,  on  houfes  or  Ihips,  on  real  or 
perfonal,  fixed  or  floating,  property, 
m  the  colonies,  is  abfolutely  irrecon- 
cileable  with  the  rights  of  the  colo- 
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as    Britifti  fubje^ts,   and    at 
men.' 

The  committee  find,  that  on  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  February  1765, « 
Bill  was  bi-ought  ffom  th6  Commons, 
intituled,  <  An  afl  for  granting  and 
'  applying  ftamp  dutids,  and  other 
'  duties,  in  the  Britilh  colonies  and 
'  plantations  in  America,  towards 
'  further  defraying  the  expences  of 

*  defending,  protefting,  and  fecuring 
'  the  fame ;  and  for  amending  fuch 

*  parts  of  the  feveral  afts  of  Parlia- 

*  ment  relating  to  the  trade  and  re- 

*  venues  of  the  faid  colonies  and  plan- 
'  tations,  as  direft  the  manner  of  de- 
'  termining  and  reco\'ering  the  pe- 
'  nalties  and  forfeitures  therein  men- 
'  tioned.' 

That  the  faid  Bill  received  the 
royal  alfent  on  the  2  2d  of  the  fame 
month. 

That,  on  the  17  th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, his  Majefty  declared,  in  his  moft 
gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne, 
that  the  matters  of  importance  which 
had  lately  occured  in  fome  of  his  co- 
lonies in  America  were  the  principal 
caufe  of  his  Majefty's  affembling  his 
Parliament  fooner  than  was  ufual  in 
times  of  peace. 

It  appears  to  the  committee,  from 
the  votes  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefen- 
tatives of  the  colony  of  Maflachufetts- 
Bay,  of  the  6th  of  June  1765,  that 
they  came  to  a  refolution,  that  it  was 
highly  expedient  there  fhould  be  a 
meeting  as  foon  as  might  be  of  com- 
mittees from  the  Houfes  of  Repre- 
fentatives, or  Burgefles,  in  the  feve- 
ral colonies  on  the  American  conti- 
nent, to  confult  on  their  then  pre- 
fent  circumftanCes,  and  the  diilicul- 
ties  to  ^hich  they  were  reduced  by 
the  operation  of  the  late  afts  of  Parlia- 
ment, for  levying  duties  on  the  colo- 
nies J  and  to  confider  of  a  general 
addrefs  to  his  Majefty  and  the  Par- 
liament, to  implore  relief:  and  that 
letters  /hould  be  forthwith  prepared 
Hh  and 


',    i^ 


< 


■w 


'     ■ 


1 


,/ 


234  P   R 

•nd  traniVnitted  to  the'  refpedive 
Speakers  of  the  feveral  afTetnblies,  to 
invite  them  to  accede  to  this  propo- 
fition;  and  further,  that,  on  the  8  th 
of  June,  they  did  aftually  eleft  three 
perfons  to  be  their  committees,  and 
alfo  voted  450/.  to  bear  their  ex- 
pences. 

Your  committee  find,  in  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  to  the  Lords  Com- 
xniffionefs  for  Trade  and  Plantations, 
dated  Augpft  isth,  1765,  an  account 
of  a  violent  riot  at  Bofton,  in  refin- 
ance to  a  law  paffed  by  the  legifla- 
turc  of  Great  Britain,  in  which  an 
attack  was  made  upon  Mr.  Oliver, 
diftributor  of  ftamps,  and  carried  to 
the  length  of  pulling  down  and  de- 
flroying  his  houfes,  manifefting  a  re- 
folution,  if  they  could  have  found 
him,  of  putting  him  to  death.  Upon 
which  bccafion  the  backwardnefs  and 
rndifpofition  of  the  council,  to  fup- 
port  the  peace  and  good  order  of  go- 
vernment, were  very  apparent.  Alfo, 
in  another  letter  from  the  Governor, 
dated  Auguft  31ft,  1765.  to  the  faid 
Board  of  Trade,  they  find  that  the 
mob  attacked  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Storey, 
Regifter  of  the  Admiralty,  which 
they  demolifhed ;  they  alio  took  all 
his  books  and  papers,  amongft  which 
were  the  records  of  the  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty, and  burnt  them,  and  feai  ch- 
ed  about  for  him,  with  an  intent  to 
murder  him;  they  alfo -pillaged  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Hollowell,  comptroller 
of  the  cuftbms,  but  their  moll  violent 
jH-oceeding  was  againft  the  Lieutenant 
Governor,  whofe  houfe,  plate,  books, 
and  manufclipts,  to  a  very  great  va- 
lue, they  totally  deftioyed.  And,  in 
this  great  extremity,  the  council  be- 
ing, as  the  governor  obfcrves,  depen- 
dent upon. the  people,  lefufed  even 
to  concur  with  him  in  his  propofition 
of  giving  notice  to  General  Gage  of 
the  then  fituation  of  the  town  of 
Bofton. 

It  is  remarkable  that  this  commo- 
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tion  entirely  arofe  out  of  the  town 
of  Bofton ;  for  though  it  was  given 
out,  that  many  people  out  f  the 
country  were  concerned  in  this  affair, 
upon  enquiry,  it  was  found  that  fuch 
perfons  living  out  of  Bofton,  as  were 
ieen  in  the  crowd,  were  there  merely 
as  fpeftators. 

In  Governor  Bernard's  letter  to  the 
Board  of  Trade,  Oftober  the  twelfth, 

1765,  he  fays  *  That  the  real  autho- 
'  rity  of  the  government  is  at  an  end ; 
'  fome  of  the  principal  ringleaders,  in 
'  the  late  riots,  walk  the  ftreets  with 

*  impunity ;  no  officers  dare  attack 
'  them,  no  Attorney  General  profe- 

*  cute  them,  no  witnefs  appear  a- 
'  gainft  them,  and  no  judges  fit  upon 
'  them.' 

And  during  this  general  diforder, 
the  Governor  thought  it  neceflary  for 
fome  companies  of  the  militia  to  be 
muftercd,  with  the  unanimous  advice 
of  the  council,  but  that  the  militia 
refufed  to  obey  his  orders. 

And  we  find,  that  fo  little  atten- 
tion, was  paid  to  an  aft  of  the  Britifti 
legiftature,  by  the  Council  and  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives,  that  they  refolved 
in  a  joint  committee,  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  Odlober  176c,  that  it  ftiould 
and  might  be  lawful  to  do  bufinefs 
without  ftamps,  notwithftanding  the 
aft  of  Parliament  to  the  contrary. 

On  the  fourteenth  day  of  January, 

1766,  upon  the  meeting  of  the  Par- 
liament, after  the  recefs  of  Chrift- 
mas,  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  de- 
clare himfelf  in  a  moll  gracious  fpeech 
from  the  throne,  in  the  following 
terms : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
'  When  I  met  you  laft,  I  acquainted 

*  you,  that  matters  of  importance  had 

*  happened  in  America,  which  would 
'  demand  the  moft  ferious  attention 

*  of  Parliament, 

•  That  no  information  which  could 
'  fcrve  to  direft  your  deliberations  in 
'  fo  interefting  a  concern  might,  be 

*  wanting. 
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*  wanring,  I  have  ordered  all  the  pa- 

*  pprs  that  give  any  light  into  the  ori- 

*  gin,  the  progrcfs,  or  the  tendency* 

*  of  the  dilluibances,  which  have  of 

*  late  prevailed  in  feme  of  the  nor- 

*  them  colonics,  to  be  immediately 

*  laid  before  you. 

'  No  time  has  been  loft,  on  the  firft 

*  advice  of  thefe  difturbanccs,  to  iffue 

*  orders  to  the  governors  of  my  pro- 

*  vinces,  and  to  the  commanders  of 

*  my  forces,  in  America,  for  the  cx- 

*  ertion  of  all  the  powers  of  govern- 
«  ment,  in  the  fuppreilion  of  riots  and 

*  tumults,  and  in  the  effeftual  fup- 

*  port  of  lawful  authority. 

*  Whatever  remains  to  be  done  en 

*  this  occafion,  I  commit  to  your  wif- 

*  dom  ;  not  doubting  but  your  zeal  for 

*  the  honour  of  my  crown,  your  atten- 

*  tion  to  the  juft  rights  and  authority 

*  of  the  Britilh  legiflature,  and  your  . 

*  affefiion  and  concern  for  the  welfare 

*  and  profperity  of  all  my  people, 

*  will  guide  you  to  fuch  found  and 
'  prudent  refplutions,  as  may  tend  at 

*  once  to  preferve  thofe  conftitutional 

*  rights  over  the  colonies,  and  toreftore 

*  to  them  that  harmony  and  tranqui* 
'  lity  which  have  lately  been  inter- 
'  r  up  ted  by  riots  and  diforders  of  the 
<  the  moft  dangerous  nature.' 

In  the  dutiful  addrefs  which  was 
voted  the  fame  day,  the  Houfe  affure 
his  Majefty  of  their  hearty  concur- 
rence with  his  Majefty's  moft  falutary 
intentions;  that  they  would  exert 
their  utmoJl  endeavours  to  aflert  and 
fupport  his  Majefty's  dignity  and  ho- 
nour, and  the  legiflative  authority  of 
this  kingdom,  over  its  colonies  ;  and 
that  they  would  take  into  their  con- 
iideration  the  molt  proper  methods  to 
provide  for  the  relloration  of  the  tran- 
quillity of  thofe  colonies,  -which  had 
been  difturbed  by  fuch  violent  and 
dangerous  commotions. 

Upon  the  fame  day,  all  the  papers 
^elating  to  the  informations  and  ad- 
vices received  from  America,  of  the 
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riots  and  tumidts  there,  were  laid  be- 
fore the  Houfc. 

More  papers  relating  to  America 
were  laid  before  the  Houfe,  which, 
together  with  the  other  papers,  wer« 
referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  for  Tuefday  the  28th. 

More  papers  were  laid  before  the 
Houfe  the  27  th  of  January,  and  ret 
ferred  to  the  faid  committee.    , 

The  committee  met,  and,  after  fc- 
veral  adjournments,  on^  the  10th  of 
iiebruarv  following,  the  Chairmai) 
reported  feveral  reiblutions,  which 
were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  as 
follows : 

I.  Refolved,  That  the  Kind's  Ma, 
jefty,  by  and  with  the  aidv^e  and 
con  lent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal,  and  Commons  of  Great- 
Britain,  in  Parliament  afTembled,  had* 
hath,  and  of  right  ought  to  have, 
full  power  and  authority  to  make 
laws  and  ftatutes,  of  fufiiclent  force 
and  validity  to  bind  the  colonies  and 
people  of  America,  fubjefls  of  the 
crown  of  Gre^t-Britain,  in  all  cafe» 
what  foe  ver. 

II.  Refolved,  That  it  appears  to 
this  committee,  that  tumults  and  in- 
furredions,  of  the  moft  dangerous 
nature,  have  been  raifed  and  carried 
on  in  feveral  of  the  North  American 
colonies,  in  open  defiance  of  the  power 
and  dignity  of  his  Majefty's  govern, 
ment,  and  in  manifeft  violation  of  the 
laws  and  legiflative  authority  of  this 
kingdon\» 

III.  Refolved,  That  it  appears  to 
this  comqiittee,  that  the  faid  tumults 
and  infurredions  have  been  encour* 
aged  and  enflamed,  by  fundry  votes 
and  refolutions,  pafTed  in  feveral  of 
the  aflemblies  of  the  faid  provinces, 
derogatory  to  the  honour  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's government,  and  deftruftive  of 
the  legal  and  conftitutional  dependen- 
cy of  the  faid  colonies  on  the  im- 
perial crown  an'd  parliament  of  Great 
Britain.  .     . 
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IV.  Refolved,  Thattt  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  an  humble 
•ddrefs  be  prefcnted  to  his  Maj«(ly,  to 
defire  that  his  Majefty  would  be  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  give  in(lru£lions  to 
the  governors  of  the  feveral  provinces, 
where  the  above-mentioned  tumults 
and  infurredlions  have  happened,  IMuit 
theyfliould,  in  his  MajeAy's  name  re- 
quire of  the  alTemblies  of  the  faid  pro- 
vinces, to  make  proper  recompence  to 
thofe  who  have  fimered  in  their  perfons 
or  properties,  in  confequence  of  the 
aforefaid  tumults  and  infurredUons ; 
and  to  aiTure  his  Majelly,  That  this 
Houfe  will,  upon  this,  and  all  oc- 
caflons,  fupport  the  lawful  authority 
of  his  crown,  and  the  rights  of  Par- 
liament. 

V.  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee.  That  all  his  Ma- 
jeily's  fubjedts  refiding  in  the  faid  co- 
lonies, who  have  manifelled  their  de- 
fire  to  comply  with,  or  to  aflift  in, 
carrying  into  execution  the  aft  for 
laying  a  duty  on  Stamps,  or  any  other 
a&.  of  parliament  in  the  Britifh  colo- 
nies, in  North  America,  have  afled 
as  dutiful  and  loyal  fubje£ls,  and  are 
therefore  intitlcd'to,  and  will  affured- 
ly  have,  the  favour  and  proteftion  of 
this  Houfe. 

Ordered,  That  an  humble  addrefs 
be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  purfuant 
to  the  fourth  refolution. 

On  the  5  th  of  March,  a  bill  was 
brought  frOm  the  Commons,  intitu- 
led, •  An  aft  for  the  better  fecuring 

*  the  dependency  of  his  Majefty's  do- 
'  minions  in  America  upon  the  crown 
'  and  parliament  of  Great-Britain,' 

V/hich  bill  received  the  royal  afTent 
on  the  1 8th  of  the  fame  month. 

And  alfo  a  bill,  intituled,  '  An  aft 
'  to  repeal  an  aft,  made  in  the  laft 

*  feffion  of  parliament,  intituled,  An 

*  aft  for  granting  and  applying  cer- 

*  tain  ftamp  duties  and  other  duties 

*  in  the  Britifh  colonies  and  planta- 

*  tions  in  America,  towards  further 
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'  defraying  the  expences,  of  defend- 

*  ingi  protefting,  and  fecuring  the 
'  fame  ;  and  for  amending  fuch  parts 
'  of  the  feveral  afts  of  parliament,  re- 
'  lating  to  the  trade  and  revenues  of 
'  the  faid  colonies  and  plantations,  as 

*  direft  the  manner  of  determining 
'  and  recovering  the  penalties  and  for- 

*  feitures  therein  mentioned.' 

Which  bill  received  the  royal  aflent 
on  the  1 8th  of  March. 

Whilft  the  bill  for  repealing  the 
Stamp  Aft  was  under  deliberation^ 
petitions  from  the  merchants  of  the 
city  of  Briftol,  from  the  merchants  of 
Glafgow,  from  Edward  Montague, 
agent  for  the  colony  of  Virginia,  and 
from  the  merchants  of  the  city  of 
London,  in  favour  of  (he  faid  repeal^, 
were  received  and  read. 

On  the  2d  of  June,  a  bill  was 
brought  from  the  Commons,  intituled, 
'  An   aft   for   indemnifying  perfons 

*  who  have  incurred  certain  penalties 
'  inflifted  by  an  aft  of  the  laft  feflioii 
'  of  parliament,  for  granting  certain 
'  ftamp  duties  in  the  Britiih  colonies 
'  and  plantations  in  America ;  and 
'  for  making  valid  all  indruments  ex- 

*  ecuted  or  inrolled  there  on  unllamp- 
'  ed  paper,  vellum,  or  parchment.* 

Which  bill  received  the  royal  afTent 
the  6th  of  the  fame  month. 

It  appears  by  a  letter  from  Gover-j. 
nor  Bernard  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne, 
dated  December  the  24th,  1 766,  that 
the  Governor,  by  advice  of  the  coun- 
cil, ordered  the  mutiny  aft  and  three 
other  afts,  to  be  printed  by  the  printer 
of  the  laws.  In  the  interval  of  the 
adjournment  of  affembly,  two  com- 
panies of  artillery  being  driven  on 
fhore  by  diftrefs  of  weather,  and  the 
fa,id  aft  of  parliament  having  been 
confulted,  the  council  advifed  the  go- 
vernor to  order  the  commiirary  to 
fupply  them  with  what  they  demand- 
ed under  the  aft ;  whicli  was  done. 
Upon  the  meeting  of  the  affembly.  a 
meffage  was  fent  to  the  council,  and 
'       •  >  '         ,        carried 
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carried  by  five  members,  to  enquire, 
<■  By  what  authority  a£ts  of  parliament 
'  were  regiftered  atnongft  tne  laws  of 

*  that  province ;    and  whether  they 

•  knew  of  any  aft  (meaning  of  affcin- 
<  bly)  requiring  the  regiftering  of  or- 

•  dinances,  (their  term  for  afts  of  par- 
'  liament,)    which    their   legiflature 

*  never  confented  to.' 

The  committee  find.  That,  on  the 
1 2th  of  March,  1767,  the  Lord  Wy- 
combe, by  his  Majefty's  command, 
laid  before  the  Houfe  copies  of  let- 
ters, &c.  from  his  Majefty's  governors 
in  America,  which  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

That,  on  the  '' '.*d  of  April,  more 
copies  of  letters  from  his  Majefty's 
governors  in  America  were  laid  be- 
fore the  Houfe,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

That,  on  the  14th  of  May,  it  was 
ordered,  that  ah  humble  addrefs 
fliould  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty, 
That  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  give  direftions  that  there  might  be 
laid  before  this  Houfe  copies  of  all 
reports  made  to  or  by  the  commiflion- 
ers  of  trade  and  plantations,  together 
with  all  orders  and  proceedings  made, 
or  had,  by  the  fecretaries  of  ftate,  or 
his  Majefty's  ptivy  council,  relating 
to  the  bill  paffed  by  the  governor, 
council,  and  aftembly  of  the  Mafla- 
chufetts-Bay,  for  granting  compen- 
fation  to  the  fufferers,  and  of  free  and 
general  pardon,  indemnity,  and  ob- 
livion, to  the  offenders,  in  the  late 
times,  from  the  time  of  the  receipt  of 
the  faid  bill. 

That,  on  the  18  th  day  of  May, 
purfuant  to  the  faid  addrefs,  the 
Lord  Wycombe  laid  before  the  Houfe 
a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  council,  &c.  which  papers 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

That,  on  the  fame  day,  it  was  or- 
dered, that  ah  humble  addrefs  fliould 
be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  That  he 
y/Qvid  be  gracioufly  pleafi^d  to  give 
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direftions  that  there  might  be  laid 
before  this  Houfe  copies  of  fuch  pre- 
cedents as  had  been,  or  might  be 
found,  of  orders  in  council,  declaring 
afts  of  aflembly  in  America  to  be 
null,  illegal  or  void ;  together  wtth 
reports  of  the  feveral  attorniei  and 
foficitors  general,  or  either  of  them, 
in  fiinilar  cafes,  read  at  the  council 
board  the  Qtli  inftant. 

That,  on  the  ?2d  of  May,  the 
Lord  Wycombe,  by  his  Majefty's 
command,  laid  before  the  Houfe,  co-> 
pies  of  fu^h  precedents  as  had  been 
found  of  orders  in  council,  declaring 
afts  of  aflTemblies  in  America  to  be 
null,  illegal,  and  void;  together  with 
reports  of  the  feveral  attornies  and  fo- 
licitors  general,  or  either  of  them,  in 
fimilar  cafes. 

Which  papers  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table ;  and,  from  a  perufal  of 
them,  we  find,  that  feveral  afts  of 
different  colonies  have  been,  from 
time  to  tin^e,  declared,  by  his  Ma- 
jefty in  council,  to  be  null,  illegal, 
and  void. 

That,  on  the  15th  of  June,  a  bill 
was  brought  up  from  the  Commons, 
intituled,  '  An  aft  to  enable  his  Ma- 
jefty to  put  the  cuftoms  and  other 
dutie:!,  in  the  Britifli  dominions  in 
America,  and  the  execution  of  the 
laws  relating  to  trade  there,  unde^ 
the  management  of  commiflioners  to 
be  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  and  to 
be  refldent  in  the  faid  dominions.* 

Which  bill  received  the  royal  aflent 
on  the  29th  of  the  fame  month. 

That,  on  the  i8th  of  June,  a  liill 
was  brought  up  from  the  commc  ns, 
intituled,  •'  An  aft  for  granting  cer- 
tain duties  in  the  Britifli  colonies  and 
plantations  in  America ;  for  allowing 
a  drawback  of  the  duties  of  cuftoms 
upon  the  exportation,  from  this  king- 
dom, of  coffee  and  cocoa  nuts,  of  the 
produce  of  the  faid  colonies,  or  plan- 
tations ;  for  difcontinuiog  the  draw- 
backs payable  on  china  earthen  ware 
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exported  to  America  j  and  for  more 
flfiia£lualiy  preventing  the  clandelUne 
vunning  of  eoods  in  the  faid  colonies 
and  plantations." 

Which  hill  received  the  royal  alTcnt 
«n  the  Z9th  of  June. 

The  committee  find,  That,  on  the 
meeting  of  the  afTembly  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Mafrachufetts-Bay,  on  the 
28th  of  January  1767,  a  meffage  was 
lent  to  the  governor,  from  the  Houfe 
©f  Renrefentatives,  defiring  to  be  in- 
formed, whether  any  provifion  had 
teen  made,  at  the  expence  of  that 
Government,  for  the  King's  troops, 
^tely  arrived  in  the  harbour  of  Bof- 
lon ;  and  that,  after  having  had  the 
minutes  of  council  (by  which  it  c* 
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refpefl  for  a£\s  of  parliament,  not 
one  of  them  would  have  dared  tp 
avow  it,  in  that  inflance,  and  at  tluc 
time. 

The  committee  find.  That,  on  the 
fecond  of  March,  1768,  a  bill  ww 
broujght  up  from  the  commons,  inti- 
tuled, "  An  aft  for  the  more  cafy 
and  efFeftual  recovery  of  the  penalti^ 
and  forfeitures  inflifted  by  the  afts  of 
parliament  relating  to  trade,  or  re- 
venues, of  the  Britifli  colonies  and 
plantations  in  America." 

Which  bill  received  the  royal  aflcnt 
on  the  8th  of  the  fame  month. 

It  appears  to  the  committee,  that 
by  a  circular  letter  from  the  Houfe  of 
Reprcfcntatives  of  the  colony  of  Maf- 


prcfsly  appeared  that  the  provifion  for  fachufetts-Bay,    addrefled  to  all  the 

^e  attiUery  companies  at  the  cadle  afTemblics  upon  the  continent  of  North 

was  made  in  purfuance  of  the  then  America,  •*  They  defired  the  aflent 

lato  adl  of  parliament)   laid  before  of  thofe  aAemblies  to  their  fentiment« 

iheta,  they  replied,  that  "  In  giving  and  proceedings,  acquainting  them 

faders,  with  the  advice  of  the  council,  that  they  had  reprcfented  to  his  Ma- 

Ibl  making  provifion  for  the  artillery  jelly,  that  the  afts  of  parliament  of 

eompanies  at  the  caftle,  the  governor  Great  Britain,  impofing  duties  uf 


Itad  aded  in  an  eflentiat  point  againll 
rte  plain  intention  of  the  charter,  by 
which  alone,  and  that  only,  according 
to  fuch  a^s  as  are  or  may  be  in  force, 
within  this  province,  the  governor  and 
council  were  authorifed  to  iffue  money* 
©utofthe  trcafury :"  adding,  "  that  it 
was  ftill  more  grievous  to  them  to  find 
the  governor  ftating,  as  the  founda- 
tion of  the  proceeding,  a  late  aft  of 
parlian^ent,  which  to  them  appeared 
as.  great  a  grievance  as  the  ftainp  aft, 
which  took  away  the  unalienrible  right 
«f  freedom  from  all  taxation,  but  fuch 
as  they  ihculd  voluntarily  coiiiont  to, 
imd  grant." 

Governor  Bernard  was  obliged,  in 
Jus  rejoinder,  14th  and  i8th  Febru- 
ary 1767,  careiully  to  avoid  giving 
tlie  aft  of  parliament  as  the  founda- 
tion of  the  provifion  made  ;  he  would 
©therwife  not  have  had  the  concur- 
jence;  of  the  couniil;  for  tiio'  the 
greater  part,  he  believed,  had  a  due 


that  province,  with  the  fole  and 
pref?  purpofe  of  raifing  a  reve  . 
are  infringements  of  their  natural 
conditutional  rights,  and  dellrcd  thcmt 
to  point  out  any  thing  further  that 
might  be  neceflary  to  carry  their  fyf- 
tem  into  execution." 

In  this  year,  the  affembly,  at  the 
election  of  the  council,  left  out  all  th© 
crown  officers,  which  nieal'ure  had 
been  bafore  adopted  in  the  years  j  766, 
and  1767. 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  1768, 
fuhfcflptions  were  made,  and  ailbci- 
ations  entered  into,  for  the  non-im- 
portation  of  p;oods  from  Grc.i  Bii- 
tain  ;  but  this  lafl  meaiure  was,  at 
that  time,  defeated  by  the  mtrchants 
in  the  other  colonics  refufing  to  con- 
cur in  it. 

On  the  9^^  day  of  May,  1765,  re- 
gular feizure  was  made  by  the  col- 
leftor  and  comptroller  of  the  cuftoms. 
of  the  Hoop  Liberty,   belonging  ta 
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Kir.  Hancock  of  the  town  of  Bofton, 
which  occafioncd  a  mod  violent  tu- 
mult; the  collcftor  and  compirol- 
ler,  with  the  fon  of  the  colledlor, 
were  attached  by  a  numerous  and 
outrageous  mob,  who  beat  and  abu- 
fed  them  in  a  moll  cruel  manner; 
and  in  the  night  attacked  their  houfcv 
broke  the  windows,  fcized  on  a  boat 
belonging  to  the  colleftor,  which 
they  carried  away  in  triumph,  and 
afterwards  burnt :  the  commilTioners 
of  the  cuftoms  expefting  the  fame 
treatment,  the  riot  ftill  continuing, 
thought  it  prudent  to  retreat  for  lafe- 
ty  till  midnight,  with  their  families, 
to  the  hoiifes  of  fome  perfons  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  afterwards,  upon 
convidion  that  their  lives  were  in 
danger,  took  refuse  on  board  his 
Majefty's  fliip  the  Romney,  then  in 
the  harbour  of  Bofton  ;  and,  for  their 
further  fecurity,  from  thence  into 
Gaftle  William.  During  the  time  of 
this  their  perilous  fituation,  they  ap- 
plied fcveral  times  by  letter  to  the 
governor  and  council,  for  protedtion, 
but  could  procure  no  afliftance  what- 
foever,  and  were  finally  told,'  in  a 
letter  from  Governor  Bernard,  dated 
the  13th  of  June,  That,  after  feveral 
hours  delibrration  of  the  neceflity  of 
taking  ibme  meai'ures  to  preferve  the 
peace  of  the  town,  and  what  thofe 
mealures  (hould  be,  the  council  had 
come  to  a  refolution,  That,  as  there 
appeared  to  be  no  immediate  danger 
ot  further  violences,  they  were  of 
opinion,  that  it  would  be  beft  to  refer 
this  matter  to  the  confideration  of  a 
committee  of  both  Houfes,  and  .that 
therefore  the  governor  at  prefent 
could  not  let  them  know  what  kind 
of  aid  and  protedlifln  they  might  ex- 
peft  to  receive.  The  confequence  of 
which  was,  that  they  received  no  pro- 
teftion  whatfoever.  The  diforder  and 
confufiou  remained  in  this  ftate  un- 
noticed till  the  22d  of  July,  when  the 
<*overnor  moved  the  council  to  take 
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into  confideration  fome  meafurei  fof 
reftoring  vigour  and  firmnefs  to  go- 
vernment, but,  on  the  29th  of  July, 
the  council  made  a  reply  to  what  had 
been  propofcd  to  them  by  the  gover- 
nor, in  which  they  Hate,  "  That  the 
difordcrs,  which  happened,  were  oc- 
cafioncd by  the  violent  and  unprece* 
dented  manner,  in  which  the  floop Li- 
berty h-nd  been  feizcd  by  the  officers 
of  the  cuftoms." 

In  ronfcqucnce  of  this  difordcrljr 
ftate  at  Bofton,  two  regiments  h.ivinjj 
been  fent  thither  from  Halifax,  in 
order  to  fupport  the  execution  of  the 
civil  power,  and  preferve  the  peace 
of  the  town,  ftrift  orders  were  gk'en 
and  repi  ated  to  the  troops  not  to 
quarrel  with  the  townfmen,  by  whom, 
they  complained,  they  had  been  fre- 
quently ill-treated,  and  infulted. 

OnMondayth<;5thofMarch  1768, 
at  nine  at  night,  the  alarm  bells  were 
ruiig  as  in  cafes  of  fire,  the  fire  faid 
to  be  in  King-ft  ot,  and  the  people 
thereby  led  thither ;  where  finding  the 
alarm  falfc,  they  joined  a  multitude, 
who  had  been  braving  two  companies 
at  the  gates  of  their  barrack,  and 
threatened  with  death  the  centinel, 
who  was  pofted  at  the  Cuftom-houfe, 
where  the  King's  treafure  was  lodged  ; 
the  centinel,  being  furrounded,  was 
forced  to  retreat,  and  call  for  aid, 
which  brought  Captain  Prefton,  cap- 
tain of  the  day,  with  a  party,  from 
the  main  guard,  to  extricate  him : 
that  officer  ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours 
to  prevent  mifchief,  notwithftanding 
which,  the  rioters  by  blows,  and  every 
aft  of  aggravation,  drew  upon  them- 
fclves  the  hie  of  feveral  of  the  foldiers, 
by  which  fome  perfons  were  unfortu- 
nately killed  ;  and,  upon  the  gover- 
nor's offering  to  obtain  the  command- 
ing ofHcer's  confent  to  remove  one  of 
the  regiments  to  the  caftle,  and- to 
ilation  the  other,  fo  as  no  opportunity 
of  difputes  with  the  townfmen  fhould 
remain  ;  the  council  inftfted,  that  both 
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feglments  fliould  go,  giving  for  a  rea- 
ibn,  that  the  people  would  mod  cer- 
tainly drive  out  the  troops,  and  that 
the  inhabitants  of  other  towns  would 
join  with  Bofton  in  itj  and  fev6ral 
of  them  declared,  that  they  did  not 
judge  from  the  general  temper  of  the 
people  only,  but  they  knew  it  to  be 
the  determination,  not  of  a  mob.  but 
of  the  generaUty  of  the  principal  in- 
habitants ;  in  confequence  of  which, 
lioth  regiments  were  accordingly  re- 
movedk 

In  the  petition  preftntf-d  to  the  go- 
■eiu'jr  by  feveral  people  of  confidei  1- 
tion,  in  purfuance  uf  the  refolution  of 
a  town  meeting  held  at  that  time, 
they  difavow  the  legiflative  authority 
cf  this  country,  and  afl'ert  that  it 
would  be  better  for  them  to  ftruggle 
againft  it,  than  tamely  to  relinquiih 
their  rights. 

And  the  affembly  abfolutely  re- 
fafed,  by  a  great  majority,  to  refcind 
their  former  order  of  fending  circular 
letters  to  the  other  colonies,  though 
d^ey  had  received  a  pofitive  requi- 
ution  from  the  crown  to  that  pur- 
pofe. 

An  aflbciation  was  entered  into 
the  beginning  of  Auguft,  when  moft 
of  the  merchants  of  Bo<lon  entered 
into,  and  fubfcribed  an  agreement, 
that  they  would  ;iot  fend  for,  or  im- 
port, any  kind  of  goods  or  merchan- 
dife,  from  Great  Britain,  fome  few 
articles  of  neceiTity  excepted,  from 
the  firft  of  January  1769,  to  the 
firft  of  January  1770;  and  that  they 
would  not  import  any  tea,  paper, 
glafs,  or  painters  colours,  until  the 
a(\  impof.ng  duties  on  thofe  articles 
ihould  be  repealed. 

It  was  alio  voted,  in  a  town  me'?t- 
ing  of  the  freeholders  and  other  \n- 
habitants  of  Bbllon,  September  n, 
that  the  levying  money  within  that 
province,  for  the  ufe  and  fervice  of 
the  crown,  in  other  manner  than  the 
fame  is  granted  by  the  great  and  ge- 


neral court  of  aflembly  of  the  pro^ 
vince,  was  in  violation  of  the  faid 
royal  cliarter,  and  the  fame  was  alfo 
in  violation  of  the  undoubted  natural 
rights  of  fubje£ls,  declared  in  the 
aforefaid  aA  of  Parliament,  (n^ean^ 
ing  the  aft  of  fucceflion)  freely  to 
give  and  grant  their  own  money  for 
the  fervice  of  the  crown,  with  their 
own  confent^  in  perfon,  or  by  re- 
pfefentatiire&  of  their  own  free  elec- 
tion. 

They  alfo  voted,  that  as  the  Go- 
vernor did  not  think  proper  to  call  a 
general  -rourt,  for  the  redrefs  of  their 
(fuppofsa)  Relevances,  the  town  Ihould 
then  'mak"  choice  of  afuitable  num- 
ber of  p:rfons  to  aO.  for  them,  as  a 
committee  in  convention,  with  fuch 
as  rnight  be  fent  to  join  them  from 
the  feveral  towns  in  that  province, 
in  order  that  fuch  meafures  might  be 
confulted  and  advifed,  as  his  Ma- 
jelly'«  fervice,  and  the  peace  ard 
fafety  of  his  fuLje£ts  in  the  province, 
might  require. 

They  alfo  voted,  that  there  was, 
at  that  time,  a  prevailing  apprehen- 
lion  itt  the  minds  of  many  of  an  ap- 
proaching war  with  France,  in  order 
that  the  inhabitants  of  that  town 
might  be  prepared  in  cafe  of  fudden 
danger,  that  thofe  of  the  faid  inha- 
bitants who  might,  at  that  time,  be 
unprovided,  fhould  be,  and  thereby 
were,  requeued  duly  to  obferve  at 
that  time  the  law  of  the  province, 
whereby  it  is  required,  that  ev^iy 
liAed  foldier,  and  other  houfeholder, 
(except  troopers,  who  by  law  are 
otherwife  to  be  provided)  Ihall  be  al- 
ways provided  with  a  well-fixed  fire- 
lock, mulket,  accoutrement,  and  am- 
munition, as  in  the  faid  law  is  par- 
ticularly mentioned,  to  tnc  Satisfac- 
tion of  the  cummifilon  officers  of  the 
company. 

They  alfo  voted,  that  a  letter 
fhould  be  written  to  the  feveral  towns 
in  the  province,  as  follows. 

Cftitlemtitf 
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'  Gtm/emeHi 
«  You  are  already  too  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  melancholy,  and  very 
alarming  circumftances,  to  which 
this  province,  as  well  as  America 
in  generalj  is  now  reduced;  taxss, 
equally  detrimental  to  the  commer- 
cial intereft  of  the  parent  country 
and  her  colonies,  are  impofed  on 
the  people  without  their  confent; 
taxes,  defigned  for  the  fupport  of 
the  civil  government  in  the  colonies, 
in  a  manner  clearly  unconititutional, 
and  contrary  to  that,  in  which,  'till 
of  late,  government  has  been  fup- 
ported  by  the  free  gift  of  the  people 
in  the  American  AiTemblies  or  Par- 
liaments, as  alio  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  a  large  llanding  army,  not 
for  the  defence  of  the  newly  acquir- 
ed territories,  but  for  the  old  colo- 
nies, and  in  time  of  peace.  The 
decent,  humble,  and  truly  loyal  ap- 
plications and  petitions  from  the 
reprcfentatives  of  this  province,  tor 
the  redrefs  of  thefe  heavy  and  very 
threatening  grievances,  have  hi- 
therto been  ineffeftual ;  being  affur- 
ed,  from  authentic  intelligence,  that 
they  have  not  yet  reached  the  royal 
ear;  the  only  effeft  of  tranfmitting 
applications,  hitherto  perceivable, 
has  been  a  mandate,  from  one  of 
his  Majefty's  Secretaries  of  State  to 
the  governor  of  this  province,  to 
diflblve  the  general  aflembly,  mere- 
ly becaufe  the  late  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives  refufed  to  refcind  a  relblu- 
tion  of  a  former  Houle,  which  im- 
plied nothing  more  than  a  right  in 
the  American  fubjefts  to  unite  in 
humble  and  dutiful  petitions  to  their 
gracious  Sovereign,  when  they  found 
themfelves  aggrieved :  this  is  a 
right  naturally  inherent  in  every 
man,  and  exprefsly  recognized  at 
the  glorious  revolution  as  the  birth- 
right of  an  Englilhman. 
♦  This  diffolution.  you  are  fenfible, 
•  has  taken  place;  the  governor  has 
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publicly  and  repeatedly  declared 
that  he  cannot  call  another  aflem- 
bly ;  and  the  v'lecretary  of  State  for 
the  American  department,  in  one 
y{  his  letters  communicated  to  the 
Houfe,   has  been  /leafed  to  fajr, 

*  that  proper  care  will  be  taken  for 

•  th^  fupport  of  the  dignity  of  go- 
'  vernment;"  the  meaning  of  which 

is  too  plain  to  be  mifunderftood. 
'  Til*:  concern  and  perplexity  into 
which  thefe  things  have  thrown  the 
people  have  been  greatly  aggravated 
by  a  late  declaration  of  his  Excel- 
lency Governor  Bernard,  that  one 
or  more  regiments  may  be  expected 
in  this  province. 

•  The  defign  of  thefe  troops  Is]  in 
every  one's  apprehenfion,  nothing 
fliort  of  enforcing,  by  military 
power,  the  execution  of  adls  of  Par- 
liamenti  in  the  forming  of  which 
the  colonies  have  not,  and  can  not 
have,  any  conllitutional  influence. 
This  is  one  of  the  greateft  diflrefles 
to  which  a  free  people  can  be  re- 
duced. 

•  The  town,  which  we  have  the 
honour  to  ferve,  have  taken  thefe 
things,  at  their  late  meeting,  into 
their  moil  ferious  conflderation ; 
and,  as  there  is  in  the  minds  of  ma- 
ny a  prevailing  apprehenfiop  of  an 
approaching  war  with  France,  they 
have  paflTed  the  feveral  votes  which 
we  tranfntit  to  you,  defiring  that 
they  may  be  immediately  laid  before 
the  town,  whofe  prudentials  are  in 
your  care,  at  a  legal  meeting,  for 
their  candid  and  particular  atten- 
tion. 

•  Deprived  of  the  councils  of  a  ge- 
neral aflembly  in  this  dark  and  dif- 
ficult feafon,  the  loyal  people  of  this 
province  will,  we  are  perfuaded, 
immediately  perceive  the  propriety 
and  utility  of  the  propofed  com- 
mittee of  convention,  and  the  found 
and  wholefome  advice  that  may  be 
expeded  from  a  number  of  gentle- 
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*  men,  chofen  by  themfelves,  and  in 
'  whom  they  may  repofe  the  greateft 
'confidence,   muft  tend  to  the  not 

*  fervice  of  oar  moft  gracious  Sovt^ 
'  reign,  and  the  welfare  of  his  fub- 

*  jtfts  in  this  province,  and  may  hap- 

*  pily  prevent  any  fudden  and  uncon- 

*  nefled  meafures,    which,   in  their 

*  prefent  anxiety,  and  even  agony  of 

*  mind,  they  may  be  in  danger  of  fal- 
« Jing  intOi 

*  And  it  is  of  imr-^rtance  that  the 
f  convention  (hould  meet  as  foon  as 

*  may  be ;    fo  early  a  day  as  the 

*  twenty-fecond  of  this  infiant  Sep- 

*  tember,  has  been  propofed  for  tliat 
'  parpofe ; — and  it  is  hoped  the  re- 

*  moteft  towns  will,  by  that  timej,  or 

*  as  foon  after  as  conveniently  may 

*  be,  return    their   refpeftive    com- 

*  mittees. 

'  Not  doubting  b^it  you  &ic  equally 

*  concerned  with  us  and  cur  fellow 
<  citizens,  for  the  prefervation  of  our 
'  invaluable  rights,  and  for  the  gene- 
'  ral  happinels  of  our  country,  and 

*  that  you  are  difpofed,  with  equal 

*  ai'dour,  to  exert  yourfelves,  in  every 

*  conltitutional  way,  for  fo  glorious  a 

*  purpofe.' 

The  committee  obferve,  that  it 
does  not  appear  to  them  that  any 
tteps  were  taken  to  fupprefs  thcfe 
meafures,  or  that  tl^ey  were  noticed 
of,  by  the  council,  or  any  of  the 
civil  magiArates. 

The  committee  think  it  neceflary 
here  to  infert  the  following  extrafts. 

The  firtl  extract  is  from  his  Ma- 
jefly's  moft  gracious  Speech  from  the 
throne,  on  the  eighth  day  of  Novem- 
ber,  1768. 

"  At  theclofeof  the  laft  Parliament, 
I  exprefled  my  fatisfaftion  at  the  ap- 
pearances which  then  induced  me 
to  believe,  that  fuch  of  my  fubjefts 
as  had  been  milled  in  fome  parts  of 
my  dominions,  were  returning  to  a 
juft  fenfe  of  their  duty ;  but  it  is  with 
equal  concern,  that  I  have  nnce  feen 
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that  fpirit  of  fadtion,'  which  I  haci 
hoped  was  well-nigh  extinguifhed^ 
breaking  out  afreih  in  ibme  of  my  co- 
lonies in  North  America,  and  in'  ontf 
of  them  proceeding  even  to  a£ls  of 
violence,  and  of  refinance  to  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  law ;  the  capital  town 
of  which  colony  appears^  by  late  ad- 
v.'ces,  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  difobedience 
to  all  law  and  government,  and  has 
priceeded  to  meafures  fubverfive  of 
the  conflitution,  and  attended  with 
circumftances  that  manifeft  a  difpofl- 
tion  ij  throw  cff  tneiir  dependence  on 
Great  Britain.  On  my  part,  I  have! 
purfued  every  meafure  that  appeared 
to  be  necelTary  for  fupporting  the 
conflitution,  and  inducing  a  due  obe- 
dience to  the  authority  of  the  legiila- 
ture ;  you  may  rely  upon  my  fteady 
perfeverance  in  thefe  purpofes,  and  I 
doubt  not  but  that,  with  your  con- 
currence and  lupport,  I  fhall  be  able 
to  defeat  the  mifchievous  defigns  of 
thofe  turbulent  and  feditious  perfons, 
who,  under  falfe  pretences,  have  but 
too  fuccefsfully  deluded  numbers  of 
my  fubje£ts  in  America,  and  whofe 
praflices,  if  fufiered  to  prevail,  can- 
not fail  to  produce  the  moil  fatal  con-^ 
fequences  to  my  colonies  immediately, 
and,  in  the  end,  to  all  the  dominions 
of  my  crown." 

The  fecond  extraft  is  from  your 
Lordkhip's  dutiful  addrefs  to  his  Ma'' 
jelly,  on  his  faid  moil  gracious  Sp6ech< 

•'  We  feel  the  moll  fmcere  con- 
cern, that  any  of  our  fellow  fubje£ls 
in  North  America  ihould  be  mifled 
by  factious  and  defigning  men,,  into 
ads  of  violence,  and  of  refillance  to 
the  execution  of  the  law ;  attended 
with  circumftances  that  manifeft  a 
difpofition  to  throw  oft"  their  depen- 
dence upon  Great  Britain.  At  the 
f?me  time,  that  we  ihall  be  always 
ri;ady  to  contribute  to  the  relief  of 
any  real  grievance  of  your  MajeftyV 
American  iubjedLs,  we  moil  untcign- 
cdly  gave  your  Majcfty  the  ftrongeft 
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f  ffiir&nces,  that  we  fhall  ever  9;eaIoufly 
concur  in  fupport  of  fuch  joft  and  ne- 
ceflary  meafures,  as  may  beft  enable 
your  Majefty  to  reprefs  that  daring 
fpirit  of  difobedience,  and  to  enforce 
a  due  fubmiffion  io  the  laws  ;  always 
,conftdering,  that  it  is  one  of  oi;r  moft 
leflential  duties  to  maintain  inviolate 
the  fupreme  authority  of  the  legifla- 
ture  of  Great  Britain  over  every  part 
of  the  dominions  of  your  Majefty's 
crown." 

The  third  extraft  is  from  his  Ma- 
jefty's moft  gracious  anfwer  to  your 
Lordfliip's  addrefs. 

"  Vour  zealous  concurrence  in  every 
meafurcj  that  can  bring  relief  to  my 

Feople,  is  well  known  to  me ;  nor  do 
doubt  of  the  attention  that  you  wi)l 
always  give  to  any  real  grievances  of 
my  American  fubjefts.  The  ftrong 
aliurances  I  receive  from  you,  at  the 
fame  time  of  your  determination  to 
vindicate  the  juft  legiflative  authority 
of  Parliament,  over  all  the  dominions 
pf  my  crown,  deferye  my  warmeft 
approbation." 

The  committee  find,  that,  on  the 
fifteenth  of  November,  the  Lord 
Harwich  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that 
he  liad  received  his  Majefty's  com- 
mands to  lay  before  the  Houfe  papers 
relating  to  the  late  difturbances  in 
America ;  and  that  the  fame  would 
be  laid  before  the  Houfe  i|i  a  few 
days. 

That  accordingly,  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  November,  the  Lord  Har- 
wich laid  before  the  Houfe,  copies  of 
all  letters,  &c.  relating  to  the  late 
proceedings  of  the  colony  of  the  Maf- 
iachtfetts-Bay,  together  with  a  lift 
thereof,  which  w^s  read  by  the  clerk. 

That  on  the  fifteenth  of  December, 
the  Hot;fe  cai^e  to  the  fallowing  ^er 
folutions : 

I.  Refolved,  by  the  Lords  Spiritual 
and  Temporal,  in  Parliament  aflem^ 
^ed,  that  the  votes,  refolutions,  and 
|)roccedin3s,  of  the  Houfe  #f  Repre- 
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fetatatiVes  (rf*  Miflhchurcftts-fiay,  in 
the  month  of  Jamiary  and  Febniaiy 
laft,  refpedling^  feveral  late  afts  of 
P^rliamtent,  fo  far  as  the  faid  votes* 
refolutions,  and  ptoceedings ,  do  im- 
port a  denial  of,  or  to  draw  ^nto  qud*- 
tion,  the  pow«r  and  authority  efitia 
Majefty,  by  and  wiiih  the  advicie  and 
confent  of  the  Lords  Spiritaal  and 
Temporal,  and  Commons,  in  Parlia- 
ment aflembled,  to  make  laws  an4 
ftatutes  of  fufHcient  force  and  validity^ 
to  bind  *!";  colonies  and  people  of 
America,  fubjefts  to  the  Crown  of 
Great  Britain',  in  all  cafes  whatfo- 
ever,  are  illegal,  unconftitutional, 
and  derogatory  of  the  rights  of  the 
Crown  and  Parliament  of  Grea);  Bri^ 
tain, 

II.  Refolved,  by  the  Lords  Spi- 
ritual and  Temporal,  in  Parliament 
aHembled,  that  the  refolution  of  the 
faid  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the 
province  of  Maft'achufetts-B^y,  in 
January  laft,  to  write  letters  to  the 
feveral  Houfes  of  Reprcfentat'*'  n  of 
the  Britifti  colonies  in  the  co^  ...>  vint, 
defiring  them  to  join  with  the  faid 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Maflachqfetts-Bay,  in  peti- 
tions, which  do  deny  or  draw  into 
queftion  the  of  Parliament  to 
impofe  duties  'nxes  upon  his  Ma- 
jefty's fubjefts  ii.  America ;  and,  in 
purfuaittc  cf  ••*■.«  faid  refoln  on,  the 
writing  fuch  letters,  in  wi^^n  certain 
late  aflts  pf  Parliament,  impofn  ,  du- 
ties and  taxes,  are  ftated  to  be  in- 
fringements of  the  rights  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's fubjefti  of  the  faid  province, 
are  proceedings  of  a  moft  unwar- 
rantable and  dangerous  nature,  cal- 
culated to  inflame  the  minds  of  his 
Majefty's  fubjefts  in  the  other  color 
^\ts,  tending  to  create  unlawful  com- 
binations repugnant  to  the  laws  of 
Great  Britain,  and  fubverfiye  of  the 
conftitution. 

III.  Refolved,  by  the  Lords  Spiri- 
tual and  Temporal,  in  Parliament  zC- 
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fembled,  that  it  appears^  that  the 
town  of  Bofton,  in  the  province  of 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  has,  for  fomc  time 
.  paftj  been  in  a  ftatc  of  grea4  iiforder 
and  confufion ;  and  that  the  peace  of 
the  fud  town  has,  at  feversil  times, 
been  difturbed  by  riots  and  tumults  of 
a  dangerous  natur?,  in  which  the 
officers  of  his  Majefty's  revenue  thtre 
have  been  obftrufted  by  afts  of  vio- 
lence, in  the  execution  of  the  law?, 
and  their  lives  endangered. 

IV.  Refolv^d,  by  the  Lords  Spiri- 
tual and  Temporal,  in  Parliament  af- 
fembled,  that  it  appears,  that  neither 
the  council  of  the  faid  province  of 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  nor  the  ordinary 
civil  Magiftrates,  did  exert  their  au- 
thority for  fupprefling  the  faid  riots 
and  tumults. 

V.  Refolved,  by  the  Lprds  Spiri- 
tual and  Temporal,  in  Pailiament  af- 
fembled,  that,  in  thefe  circumftances 
of  the  province  of  the  Mafiachufetts- 
.Bay,  and  of  the  town  of  Bofton.  the 
prefervation  of  the  public  peace,  and 
the  due  execution  of  the  laws,  be- 
came imprafticable,  without  the  aid 
of  a  military  force  to  fupport  and 
protedt  the  civil  Magiftrates,  and  the 
officers  of  his  Majefty's  revenue. 

VI.  Refolved,  by  the  Lords  Spiri- 
tual and  Temporal,  in  Parliament  af- 
fembled,  that  the  declarations,  refo- 
lutionS,  and  proceedings,  in  the  town 
meeting  at  Bofton,  on  the  fourteenth 
of  June,  and  twelfth  of  September, 
were  illegal  and  unconilitutional,  and 
icaiculated  to  excite  fedition  and  in- 
furreftions  in  his  Majefty's  province 
of  Maffachufetts-Bay. 

Vn.  Refolved,  by  the  Lords  Spiri- 
tual and  Ten^poral,  in  Parliament  af- 
fembled,  that  the  appointment  at  the 
town  meeting,  on  the  twtlfth  of  Sep- 
tember, of  a  convention  to  be  held 
in  the  town  of  Bofton,  on  the  twen- 
ty-fecond  of  that  month,  to  confift  of 
deputies  fiom  the  feveral  towns  and 
dittriiSts  in  the  province  of  the  Maffa- 
thufetts  Bay,  and  f'ae  iifuing  a  pre- 
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cept,  by  the  feleflmen  of  the  town  of 
Bofton,  to  each  of  the  faid  towns  and 
diftridts,  for  the  eledlion  of  fuch  de- 
puties, were  proceedings  fubverfive 
of  his  Majefty's  government,  and 
evidently  manifefting  a  deflgn,  in  the 
inhabitants  of  the  faid  town  of  Bofton , 
to  fet  up  a  new  and  unconftitutional 
authority,  independent  of  the  crown 
of  Great  Britain. 

Vin.  Refolved,  by  the  Lords  Spi- 
ritual and  Temporal,  in  Parliamentaf- 
fenibled,  that  the  eleftions,  by  feve- 
ral towns  and  diftrifts  in  the  provime 
of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  of  deputies  ti> 
fit  in  the  fame  convention,  and  the 
meeting  of  fuch  convention  in  confe- 
quence  thereof,  were  daring  infults 
offered  to  his  Majefty's  authority, 
and  audacious  ufurpations  of  the 
powers  of  government. 

It  was  then  ordered,  that  an  hum- 
ble addrefs  be  prefentcd  to  his  Ma 
jefty,  to  return  his  Majcfty  thanks 
for  the  communicati-^n  which  he  has 
been  gracioufly  plcafcd  tu  n^ake  '.o 
his  Parliament,  of  feveral  papers  re- 
lative to  public  tranfaftions  in  his 
Majefty's  province  of  Maffachufetts- 
Bay. 

To  exprefs  our  finccre  fatisfaftion 
in  the  meafures  which  his  Majefty 
has  purfued  for  fupporting  the  con- 
ft'itution,  and  inducing  a  due  obe- 
dience to  the  authority  of  tlie  legif- 
lature. 

To  give  his  Majefty  the  ftrongeft 
affurances,  that  we  will  effeftually 
ftand  by  and  fupport  his  Majefty  in 
fuch  further  meafures,  as  may  be 
found  neceflary  to  maintain  the  civil 
iViagiftrates,  in  a  due  execution  of 
Lhe  laws,  within  his  Majeftv's  pro- 
vince of  Maffachufetts-Bay, 

And  as  we  conceive,  that  nothing 
can  be  more  immediately  ncceffary, 
either  for  the  maintenance  of  his 
Majefty's  authority  in  the  faid  pro- 
vince, or  for  the  guirJing  his  Ma 
jefty"?  fuhjrtJb  therein  from  being 
lurtlier  deludi.  '  by  the  »rti>  of  wicked 
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and  defigning  men,  than  to  proceed, 
in  the  moft  fpeedy  and  efFeftual  man- 
ner, for  bringing  to  copdign  punilh- 
Bient  the  chief  authors  and  inftigators 
of  the  late  difordcrs,  to  beieech  his 
Majefty,  that  he  will  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  dire£t  his  Majefty's  gover- 
nor of  Mafiachufetts-Bay,    to    take 
the  moft  cfFeaual  methods  for  pro- 
curing the   fuUeft  information  that 
jcan  be  obtained  touching  all  tieafons, 
or  mifprifion  of  treafoii,  committed 
within  his  government  fince  the  thijr- 
jtieth  of  December  Igft,  and  to  tranf- 
mit    the    fame,    together    with    the 
names  of  the  perfons  who  \yere  moft 
fiSiive  in  the  commiflion  of  fuch  of- 
fences, to  one  of  his  Majefty?s  prin- 
,cipal  Secretaries  of  State,   in  order 
fhat  his  Majefty  may  ifTue  ;v  fpeci^l 
commiflion  for  enquiring  of,  heajring 
and  determining   the  i'aid  offences, 
within  this  realm,  purfuant  to  the 
provifions  of  the  ftatute  of  the  thirty- 
^fth    year  -of    the    reign    of  King 
Henry    the  Eighth,    if  his   Majefty 
ihall,  upon  receiving  the  faid  infor- 
mation, fee  fufficicnt  ground  for  fuch 
^  proceeding. 

And  a  mefTage  was  fent  to  the 
Houfe  of  .Common^,  to  carry  do.vn 
the  faid  refolutions  and  addrefs,  and 
defire  their  concurrence  thereto. 

On  the  twentieth  of  January, 
1769,  the  Lord  Hartvich,  (by  his 
Majefty's  command)  laid  beloje  the 
Jloufe  more  copies  of  lette"s  relating 
to  America,  which  were  of  Jered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

On  the  9th  of  February,  thp  refp- 
lutions  and  addrefs,  fent  tp  the  Com- 
mons on  the  15  th  of  December  laft, 
for  their  concurrence,  were  returned, 
agreed  to,  with  fome  amendments, 
which  were  read  and  agreed  to,  and 
notice  thereof  fent  to  the  Commons ; 
and  the  faid  addrefs  was  ordered  to 
be  prefented  to  his  Majefty  by  both 
Jioufes. 
•    Pn  the  14th  of  February,  tlje  Lprd 
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Chancellor  reported  his  Majefty's 
anfwer  to  the  faid  addrefs,  as  fol- 
lows : 

My  Lords,  and  GeutUmen, 
"  The  fincere  fatisfaSion  you  ex- 
prefs  in  the  meafures  which  I  have  al- 
ready taken,  and  the  ftrong  afTursnces 
you  give  of  fupporting  me  in  thole 
which  may  be  necefl'ary  to  maintain 
the  juft  legiflative  authority,  and  the 
due  execution  of  the  laws  in  my  pro- 
vince of  MafTachufetts-Bay,  giv^  me 
great  pleafure. 

"  I  ihall  not  fall  to  give  thofe  or- 
ders which  you  recommend,  as  the 
moft  eifeft^jal  method  of  bringing  the 
authors  of  the  late  unhappy  diforders 
in  that  province  to  condign  punifh- 
ment." 

Which  addrefs  and  anfwer  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

It  doth  not  appear  to  the  commit-  ' 
tee,  that  the  cenfure,  of  the  proceed- 
ings in  the  province  of  Maffachufctts- 
Bay,  and  pf  the  conduft  of  tha  coun- 
cil and  other  civil  magiftrates,  ex- 
prefled  by  both  Houfes  of  Parliament 
in  their  refolutions,  and  their  appro- 
bation of  the    meafure  of  fending 
troops  thither,  to  fupport  and  pro- 
teft  the  magiftrates,  and  the  officers 
of  the  revenue,  produced  the  good  ef- 
feft  that  might  reafonably  have  been 
hoped  for ;  a  difpofition  to  deny  the 
authority,  and  refift  the  laws,  of  the 
fupreme  legiflature,  continued  ftill  to 
prevail,  not  only  in  flagitious  publi- 
cations in  the  daily  news-papers,  but 
alfo  in  a  variety  of  violent  and  un- 
warrantable refolutions  and  proceed- 
ings of  thofe  merchants  and  others, 
who  had  fabfcribed  to  the  agreements 
for  non-importation  of  goods   from 
Great-Britain. 

Meetings  of  the  afTociators  were  re- 
prefented  to  have  been  held  in  as  re- 
gular a  manner  as  any  other  meeting 
authorifed  by  the  conftitutiop.  Com- 
mittees were  appointed  to  examine  the 
cargoes  of  all  vcfl'cls  arriving  from 
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Creat •Britain,  and  regular  yotes  and 
jciblutiohs  of  cenfure  were  paiTed  in 
thofe  meetings,  upon  all  fMch  as  re- 
fufcd  to  concur  ii^  thofe  unlawful  af- 
ibciatioi)8 ;  their  names  were  publifhed 
in  the  public  nev^s  papers,  as  enemies 
to  theui  country ;  and  tl^e  mandates 
antd  decrees  of  thofe  committees  met 
with  a  riefpeA  and  obedience  denied 
to  the  coAjftitt^tional  authority  of  go- 
vernment. 

In  fi>me  cafes  goods  imported  from 
Great-Britain,  were  locked  up  in 
wareboufes,  under  the  care  of  thefe 
committees,  in  order  to  prevent  their 
being  fold ;  and,  in  one  or  two  in- 
flanccs,  they  were  re-fhipp^d  to  Gfea^ 
Britain. 

On  the  31ft  of  May^  1769*  the  ge- 
aeral  court  met  ac  the  court-houfe  at 
Builon,  purfuant  to  his  Majeily's 
writs,  and  the  Aril  ftep  the  aiTembly 
look,  before  they  proceeded  on  any 
ether  buiinefs,  was  to  fend  a  meiTase 
t&  the  governor,  rJTerting,  that  the 
Jbving  Atipt  in  the  harbour,  and 
troops  in  the  town  of  Bofton,  was 
Inconfifteat  with  their  dignity  and 
iifeedom ;  and  therefore,  that  they 
iad  a  right  to  expe&,  that  he  would 
$ive  orders  for  the  removal  of  the 
forces  by  fea  and  land  from  that 
port,  and  from  the  gates  of  the  city> 
during  the  feifion  of  the  aflcmbly; 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  Houfe 
came  to  feveral  refolutiuns  to  the 
fame  e^e£l,  as  the  declarations  con 
rained  in  their  meifage  to  the  gover- 
nor. 

The  governor  having,  in  reply  to 
their  mjeffage,  acquainted  them,  that 
"ks  had  no  authority  over  his  Majef- 
ty's  (hips  in  that  port,  or  his  troops 
in  that  town,  nor  could  give  any  or- 
ders for  the  removal  of  them,  they 
then  proceeded  to  the  cledion  of 
counfeilors,  in  which  eleflion,  not  on- 
ly tlic  lieutenant-governor,  and  other 
olGcers  of  government  were  excluded, 
but  alfo  feveral  other  gentlemen,  who 
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had  been  of  the  former  coaiicQ,  aiM) 
who  (the  ^vemor  reprefentt)  fhewed 
ft  difpoiition  to  fupport  the  Fang's 
government,  to  acknowledge  tne  au- 
thority of  parliament,  and  tQ  preferve 
the  people  fit>m  a  democratioal  def- 
potifm,  and  were  otherwife  diftin- 
gqifhed  by  their  integrity  and  ability. 

On  the  i3thof  June,  the  aflfemblvr 
fent  an  anfwer  to  the  governor's  mef- 
fage  of  the  31ft  of  May,  in  which  ho 
had  told  them  he  had  no  authority 
over  the  King's  ihip,  or  troops. 

In  this  aniwer  they  affert,  that, 
*'  By  the  pripciples  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  the  goviernor  of  that  colony  ha^ 
tne  abfolute  military  command  ;  that 
the  fending  a  military  force  there,  tot 
enforce  the  execution  of  the  laws,  is 
inconiillent  with  the  nature  of  govern- 
ment, and  the  fpirit  of  a  free  con- 
Aitution  ;  that  the  unwillingnefs  of  a 
people  in  general  that  a  law  ihould  bo 
executed,  was  ftrong  prefumption  of 
its  being  an  unjuft  law;  that  it  could 
not  be  /^f/V  law,  as  the  people  mul^ 
confent  to  laws  before  they  can  be 
obliged,  in  confcience,  to  obey  them.'' 

It  appears,  by  a  vote  of  the  af- 
fembly,  on  the  8th  of  July,  that  they 
have  declared,  that  all  trials  for  trea- 
fon,  mifprifion  of  treafon,  or  for  any 
felony,  or  crime  whatever,  committed 
or  done  in  that  colony,  ought,  of 
right,  to  be  had  and  cond(i6ted  with- 
in the  courts  of  the  coloi>y ;  and  that 
the  feizing  any  perfon  or  perfbns,  rcr 
fiding  in  that  colony,  fufpefted  of  any 
crime  whatfoever  committed  therein, 
and  fending  fuch  perfo^.  or  p^rfons 
to  places  beyond  the  fea  to  be  tried, 
is  highly  derogatory  of  the  rights  of 
Britifh  {"ubjedls,  as  thereby  the  inef- 
timable  privilege  of  being  tried  by 
a  jury  from  vicinage,  as  well  as  the 
liberty  of  fummoning  and  producing 
witneffes  on  fuch  trial,  will  be  taken 
away  from  the  party  ai:cufed. 

On  the  6th  of  April  1770,"  a  biU 
was  brought  pp  from  the  Houfe  o^ 
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Commonil  to  your  Lordlhips,  intitu- 
led, "  An  aft  to  repeal  fo  much  of 
an  aft,  made  in  the  ftvcnth  year  of  hii 
prefent  Majefty's  reign,  intituled, 
•'  An  aft  for  granting  certain  duties 
in  the  Britilh  colonies  and  plantations 
in  America,  for  allowing  a  drawback 
oiT  the  duties  of  cuftoms,  upOn  the 
exportation  from  this  kingdom,  of 
toffee  and  cocoa  nuts,  of  the  produce 
of  the  faid  colonies  or  plantations ; 
for  difcontinuing  the  drawbacks  pay- 
able on  china  earthen  ware,  exported 
to  America,  and  for  more  eifeftually 
preventing  the  clandeftine  running  of 
goods  in  the  faid  colonies  and  plan- 
tations ;"  as  relates  to  the  duties  upon 
glafs,  red  lead,  white  lead,  painters 
colours,  paper,  pafteboards,  mill- 
boards, and  fcaleboards,  of  the  pro- 
duce or  manufafture  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, imported  into  any  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's colonies  in  America;  and  alfo 
to  the  difcontinuing  the  drawbacks 
payable  On  china  earthen  ware  ex- 
ported to  America,  and  for  regulating 
the  exportation  thereof." 

Which  bill  received  the  royal  a/Tent 
on  the  12th  of  April. 

On  the  50th  of  April  it  was  order- 
ed. That  an  humble  addrefs  Ihould 
be  preftnted  to  his  Majefty,  that  he 
would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give 
direii'ons,  that  there  be  laid  betbre 
this  Houfe  copies  of  all  narrativca  of 
any  difputes  or  diftutbances  which 
have  happened  between  his  Majefty's 
troops,  itationed  in "  North  America, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  any  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's colonies  there,  fince  the  24th 
day  of  June  laft,  received  by  the 
commiflioners  of  his  Majefty's  trea- 
fury,  any  of  his  Majefty's  fecre- 
laries  of  ftate,  or  any  other  public 
offices*,  together  with  copies  of  all 
orders  and  inftruftions  fent  to  the 
governors,  lieutenant-governors,  dc- 
puty  governors,  prefidents  of  the 
council  of  any  of  his  Majefty's  colo- 
nies in  North  "America,  or  to  the 
commpder  is  chief  of  hifi  Majefty's 
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forces,  or  any  officer,  civil  of  ihilitary,  , 
within  the  fame„  relative  to  fuch  dif- 
putes or  difturbances. 

And  that  on  the  4th  of  May,  the 
Lord  Harwich,  by  his  Majefty's  com- 
mand, laid  before  the  Houfe  feveral 
papers  relative  to  the  late  difturbances 
in  America,  purfuant  to  an  addrefs  to 
his  Majefty  for  that  purpofe,  on  the 
30th  of  April  laft,  together  with  a  lift 
thereof,  which  were  ordered  to  lie  oa 
the  table. 

The  committee  find,  That  on  the 
7  th  of  May,  the  Lord  Harwich  laid' 
before  the  Houfe,  by  his  Majefty's 
command,  a  narrative  of  the  late 
tranfaftions  at  Bofton,  and  the  cafcr 
of  Captain  Thomas  Prefton,  of  the 
29th  regiment  of  foot,  which  had  been 
tranfmitted  to  his  Lordlhip  from  the 
War-office ;  and  the  fame  were  order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  the  14th  of  May,  it  was  order- 
ed, That  an  humble  addrefs  fhould' 
be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  he 
would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give 
direftions  that  there  be  laid  betbre 
this  Houfe  copies  of  th.  Earl  of  Hillf- 
borough's  letter  of  the  13  th  of  May 
1769,  to  the  governors  of  the  feverai 
colonies  of  North  America,  together 
with  the  fpeeches  of  the  governors  re- 
ferring to  the  faid  letter,  and  the 
anfwers  of  the  affemblies  to  the  fame, 
fo  far  as  they  have  been  received. 

And,  on  the  15  th,  the  Lord  Har- 
wich  laid  before  the  Houfe,  by  his 
Majefty's  command,  copies  of  the  Earl 
of  Hillfborough's  letter  of  the  13th 
of  May  1769,  to  the  governors  of 
the  feverai  colonies  of  North  Ameri" 
ca,  tog.'ther  with  the  fpeeches  of  the 
governors  referring  to  the  faid  letter ; 
and  the  anfwers  of  the  affemblies  to 
the  fame,  fo  far  as  they  have  been 
received,  together  with  a  lift  thereof, 
which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  ta- 
ble ;  and  the  fame,  with  the  other 
America  papers  prefented  in  this  fsC-i 
fioa,  were  alfo  ordered  to  be  taken 
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into  confideradon  on  Friday  next,  and  lawfully  be  fold  :  that  it  is  a  high 

the  Lords  fummoned.  crime  to  fell  any  from  England  i-  that 

The  committee  find,  by  lieutenant  Mr.  Hancock  offered  to  fend  one  qr 

{OTcmor  Hutchinfou.'s  letter,  of  the  more  of  his  fhips  back,  and  to  lofe 

27th  of  March  1770,  that  when  the  the  freight:  that  feveral  of  the  im- 

troops  were  in  the  town,  the  commif-  porters    pleaded,    that   they    fliould 

fioaers  of  the  cuAoms  were  fcnfible  be  utterly  I'uined ;  but  that  the  Bof- 

they  could  have  no  dependence  upon  ton  zealots  had  no  bowels ;  and  gave 

them  ;  for  if  any  riot  had  happened,  for  anfwer,    that  if  a  Ihip  was  to 

no  civil  magidfate,  that  he  knew,  bring  in  the  plague,  nobody  would 

weald  have  employed  them  in  fup-  doubt  what  was  neceflary  to  be  done 

preffing  it ;  thofe  who  from  a  princi-  with  her ;  but  the  prefent  cafe  is 


pie  would  have  been  difpofed  to  it, 
irfofing,  and  giving  this  reafon,  that 
ihey  muft  immediately  after  have  left 
the  country ;  and  that  jull  the  fame 


much  worfe  than  that.  In  the  fame 
letter,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  ob- 
ferves,  that  the  Bolton  principles  ub. 
tain  more  and  more  in  the  remote 


principles  prevailed  with  relpedl  to  parrs  of  the  province,  and  the  repre- 

the  troops  which  were  faid  to  be  un-  fentatives  of   feven-eighths   of  |he 

conlUtutional,  although  eftabliflied  by  town  appear,  in  the  prefent  fefllon, 

an  aft  of  parliament,  it  being  alledged  to  be  favourers  of  the  nonimportation 

that  it  was  an  aft  which  did  not  bind  meafures:    that    their    internal    dif- 


colonifts. 

Lieutenant-Governor  Hutchinfon, 
ID  his  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Hilllbo- 
rough,  April  the  twenty-feventh, 
1770,  complains,  *'  That  he  lias  ne- 
ver been  able  to  obtain  the  advice  or 
confent  of  the  council,  to  any  pro- 
pofal  made  for  the  dilcountenanuing 
the  ufurpation  of  the  powers  of  go- 
vernment by  the  town  of  Bofton ; 
that  he  had  ufed  the  negative  powers 
given  him  by  charter,  in  excluding 
Mr.  Hancock  from  being  Speaker 
pro  tempore,  and  Mr.  Cufliing  from 
the  office  of  comniifTary  general,  to 
which  offices  they  had  been  elefted;" 
but  adds,  "  Tliat  this  was  doing  but 
little,  as  he  codld  not  remove  any  of 
thofe  who  were  adually  in  office, 
fome  of  whom  were  more  inflam- 
matory than  any  out  of  ofiice.  "  He 
further  fays,  "  'I'hat  they  were  then 
attempting  to  compel  -Al  the  impor- 
ters of  what  they  call  th^;  contraband 
goods,  to  fend  them  back,  and  tliat 
he  was  not  fure  they  would  not  fuc- 
ceed  :  that  all  goods  whicli  they  have 
not  cnumeratetl,  are  tjilled  contra- 
band.    That  tea  from  Holland  may 


trefles  may,    in  a  courfe  of  years, 
force  them  to  defift;   but  that  the 
diilrcfs  at  prefent,  and  it  may  be  for 
fome  time  to  come,  lies  principally 
upon  the  friends  to  government,  who 
run  the  rilk  of  importing  goods,  and 
then  are    compelled    by   the  ruling, 
powers  to  keep  them  unfold,  or  to 
ihip  them  back :  that  he  made  an 
attempt  that  day  to  prevail  upon  a 
merchant  of  the  liril  ellatft  and  cha- 
rafter,  to  induce  him  to  promote  an 
aflbciation,  but  to  no  purpofe;  and 
that  he  gave  him  for  anfwer,    that 
until  Parliament  made  provifion  for 
the  punifhnient  of  the  confederacies, 
all  would  be  ineffeftual,  and  the  af- 
fociates  would  be  expofed  to  popular 
rage."  He  obfcrved  further,  "  That 
the    laft    year,     when     the     King's 
Speech,    and    the    addreffes    of  tkf. 
Lords,  and  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, firft  came  to  them,  the  heads 
of  the   oppofition  were  llruck  with 
tonor,  and  the  fcditious  news-paper 
writers  laid  aiide  their  pens  for  iive 
or  fix  weeks ;  but  as  foon  as  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  vigorous  meafures  ceaf* 
ed,  their  fears  were  over,  and  they 
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,  became  more  afluming  and  tyranni- 
cal than  beforehand  although  the 
terror  was  not  fo  great  the  prefent 
year,  yet  it  was  vifible;  but  now 
that  they  expeA  nothing  will  be 
done,  they  are  recovering  their  fpi- 
Hts,  knowing  there  is  no  power 
iwithin  the  government  to  rfcftrain 
ithcm. 

The  refjftance  to  the  cuttom-houfe 
jbflicers  ftill  continued  to  manifell  it- 
felf  upon  every  occafion ;  in  confc- 
quence  qf  which,  on  the  eighteenth 
of  May  1770,  a  tidefman  of  the  cuf- 
toms,  who  had  fcized  a  fmall  coaft- 
ing  vcflel,  belonging  to  Connefticut, 
and  a  few  cafks  of  fugar,  for  breach 
of  the  a£ls  of  trade,  in  the  evening. 
Was  feized,  ftripped,  and  carted  a- 
bout  the  town,  for  three  or  four 
fiouT$,  befmeared  with  tar,  and  theiji 
covered  with  feathers,  and  followed 
by  a  great  number  of  difortlerly  peo- 
ple. 

The  committee  do  not  find>  iji 
your  Lordftjips  journals  of  the  years 
1771  and  1772,  any  material  pro- 
ceedings relative  to  the  matters  to 
them  referred. 

Though,  in  the  year  1771,  things 
remained  tolerably  quiet  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Maflachufetts-Bay,  yet  the 
diipofition  \o  difavow  the  authority 
of  Parliament  occafionally  broke  cut 
in  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  and  town 
meetings ;  accordingly,  in  an  anfvver 
from  the  Houfe  of  Reprcfentativesi 
to  a  meffage  from  the  GoveriiQr,  on 
the  fifth  of  July  1771,  thej^  fay,  that 
"  They  know  of  no  coinmiffioners  of 
his  Majefty's  caftoms,  nor  of  any  re- 
venue his  Majcfty  has  a  tight  to  eda- 
blifli  in  >^orth  America;  that  they 
know  and  feel  a  tribute  levied  apd 
extdrted  from  thofe  who,  if  they  have 
projierty,  have  a  right  to  the  abfolute 
difpofcil  of  it." 

At  the  fame  time  the  difpofition 
io  import  goods,  in  defiance  of  the 
laws  of  revenue  and  trade^  and  to 
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fupport  fuch  iniquitous  pra^Ices  by 
infults  and  ooen  violences  upon  the 
officers,  whole  duty  it  is  to  carry  the 
Taid  laWR  into  execution,  brpke  out 
upon  many  occafions ;  andv  as  ufuaf, 
the  magiftrates  declined  giving  theif 
aflillance  and  fupport,  though  applied 
to  for  that  purpofe,  whicn  appears 
iti  the  ca|c  of  Arthur  Savage,  comp- 
troller of  his  Mujelly'jcuftoms  at  Fal- 
mouth, who  was  forcibly  taken  out 
of  his  hoiife  in  the  night,  by  fsveral 
perfons  difcuifed,  and  armed  with 
piftols,  and  other  dangerous  wea- 
pons, w|io  put  him  in  the  utmoft 
danger  of  his  life,  and  not  only  ob- 
liged him  to  divulge  the  name  of 
the  pcrfon  who  had  lodged  an  infor- 
mation, but  alfo  to  fwear  tht-  truth 
of  his  information  ;  declaring  at  ihd 
fame  time,  that  if  he  difcovaed  who 
they  were,  they  would  take  his  life  ; 
and  that,  upon  his  application  to  the 
juftices,  who  were  then  fitting,  they 
declined  the  examination  of  the  evi- 
dence he  brought  to  prove  the  faft. 

Things  remained  much  in  the  flimC 
ftate  in  the  year  1772  ;  the  continued 
ill  temper  of  the  people  at  Bofton, 
was  mannifefted  by  their  inftrudtioni 
to  their  Reprefentatives. 

Upon  the  news  of  his  Majefty's 
granting  falaries  to  the  juftices  of  the 
fuperior  court,  the  moft  inflammatory 
pieces  were  publilhed  in  the  news- 
papers, and  the  feleftmen  of  Boftor» 
ordered  a  meeting  to  confider  of  mea- 
fures  upon  that  occafion,  which  meet- 
ing voted  an  addrefs  to  the  Gover- 
nor, in  which  they  fay,  "  That  th« 
freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Bofton,  legally  aflem 
bled  in  Faneuil  Hail,  beg  leave  to  ac- 
quaint his  Excellency,  that  a  report 
has  prevailed,  which  they  have  rea- 
fon  to  apprehend  is  well  grounded  ; 
'that  ftipeinds  are  aflixed  to  the  offices 
of  the  judges  of  the  fupetior  court  of 
judicature,  &c.  of  this  provip'fe, 
whereby  they  are  become  indepen- 
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dent  of  the  grants  of  the  general 
afTembly  for  their  fupport;  contra- 
ry to  the  ancient  and  invariable 
ufage. " 

"  That  this  report  has  fpread  an 
alarm  among  all  confiderate  perfons 
who  have  heard  of  it,  in  town  and 
country,  being  viewed  as  tending 
rapidly  to  compleat  the  fyftem  of 
their  flavery,  which  originated  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Great 
Britain,  afTuming  a  power  and  au- 
thority to  give  and  grant  the  monies 
of  the  colonifts  without  their  confent, 
and  againft  their  repeated  remnn- 
ttraaoes.  And  as  the  judges  hold 
their  places  during  pleafure,  this  ef- 
tablifhinent  appears  big  with  fatal 
evilsj  fo  obvious  that  it  is  needlcfs  to 
trefpafs  on  your  Excellency's  time, 
in  mentioning  them. " 

The  town  meeting  afterwards  ap- 
pointed a  committee  of  correfpon- 
dencc,  to  write  circular  lettefs  to  all 
the  towns  in  the  province,  to  induce 
them  to  unite  in  meafures  upon  that 
occafion,  which  committee  met  the 
fecond  of  November,  1772,  and 
made  a  report,  containing  feveral  re- 
folutions,  contradictory  to  the  fu- 
premacy  of  the  Britiih  legiflature : 
and,  after  fetting  forth,  that  all  men 
have  a  right  to  remain  in  a  flate  of 
nature  as  long  as  they  pleafe,  they 
proceed  to  draw  a  report  upon  the 
natural  rights  of  the  colonifts  as  men, 
chriftians  and  fubjefts,  and  from  a 
lift  of  infringements  and  violations  of 
their  rights ;  one  of  the  firft  of  which 
contains  an  aflertion,  that  the  Bri- 
tiih Parliament  have  affumed  the 
powers  of  legiflation  for  the  colonies, 
in  all  cafes  whatfoever,  without  ob- 
taining the  confent  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, which  is  ever  eflenti^ly  necef- 
fary  to  the  rightful  eftabliftiment  of 
fuch  a  legiflature. 

They  alfo  confider  it  as  an  infringe- 
ment of  their  rights,  that  a  number 
of  new  ofticers,   unknown    to    the 
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charter,  have  been  appointed  to  fii- 
perintend  the  revenues,  whereas  the 
great  and  general  court,  or  aflembly 
of  that  province,  had  the  folc  right 
of  appointing  ail  civil  officers,  the 
election  and  conftitution  of  whom  is, 
in  the  faid  charter,  exprefsly  except- 
ed, among  whom  thef'e  officers  arft 
not  included. 

They  likewife  complain  of  it  as  a 
grievance,  that  his  Majefty  has  been 
pleafed  to  apply  1500/.  ftcrling  an- 
nually, out  of  the  American  revenue, 
for  the  fupport  of  the  government  of 
this  province,  independent  of  the  af- 
fembly,  and  that  the  judges  of  thfc 
Superior  court,  as  alfo  the  King's 
Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  are 
to  receive  their  fupport  from  what 
they  call  this  grievous  tribute,  which 
they  fay  will,  if  accompliftied,  com- 
pleat their  flavery. 

Six  hundred  copies  of  this  report 
were  circulated  in  the  towns  of  the 
province,  with  a  pathetic  letter  ad- 
drefTed  to  the  inhabitants,  who  arfi 
called  upon  not  to  doze  any  longer, 
or  fit  fupinely  in  indifference,  whilfl 
the  iron  hand  of  opprefTion  is  daily 
tearing  the  choiceft  fruits  from  the 
fair  tree  of  liberty. 

On  the  ftxth  of  May,  a  meffage 
was  brought  from  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons to  your  Lordlhips,  with  a  Bill, 
intituled,  "  An  aft  to  allow  a  draw« 
back  of  the  duties  of  cuftoms,  on  the 
exportation  of  tea,  to  any  of  his  Ma- 
jefly's  colonies  or  plantations  in  A- 
merica,  to  increafb  the  depoflt  on 
bohea  tea,  to  be  fold  at  the  Eaft 
India  Company's  fales,  and  to  im- 
power  the  commiffioners  of  the  trea- 
sury, to  grant  licences  to  the  Eaft 
India  Company  to  export  tea,  duty- 
free, "  which  Bill  received  the  Royal 
Aflent  on  the  tenth  of  May. 

It  appears  to  the  committee,  in  the 
anfwer  of  the  council  to  the  Gover- 
nor's Speech,  at  the  opening  of  the 
feilion,  that  they  declare  they  are  of 
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vpinion,  that  the  Parliament  can- 
not conftitutionalty  levy  taxes,  in 
any  form,  on  his  MajeAy's  fubjeds  in 
that  province. 

And  the  Houfe  of  Rcprefentatives, 
ijpon  the  fame  occafion,  declare,  that 
it  there  had  been,  in  any  late  in- 
ftances,  a  ful  uflion  to  ads  of  Par- 
liament, it  ha^  been,  in  their  opi- 
nion, rather  from  inconfideration,  or 
a  reludance  at  the  idea  of  contending 
with  the  parent  flate,  than  from  a 
convidion  or  acknowledgement  of 
t)ie  fupreme  legidative  authority  of 
Parliament. 

The  committee  of  corrcfpondence 
appear  to  have  ufed  their  utmoll  en- 
deavours to  work  up  the  minds  of 
the  people,  not  only  of  their  own, 
but  alio  of  the  fouthern  governments, 
to  prevent  the  importation  of  tea^ 
from  the  Eaft  India  Company ;  and 
accordingly,  on  the  third  of  Novem- 
ber, 1773,  a  mob,  of  about  five 
hundred  perfons  committed  feveral 
Qutrageous  ads  of  violence,  againd 
the  perfons  to  whom  it  was  fufpeded 
the  tea  in  quellion  would  be  con- 
figned,  infilling  that  they  fhould  en- 
gage and  promife  not  to  receive  or 
fell  it;  that  if  they  did,  they  would 
be  voted  enemies  to  their  country, 
and  mull  exped  to  be  treated  as  fuch 
hereafter.  They  then  forced  dpen 
the  doors  of  the  ware-houfes  of  Mr. 
Clark,  and  tore  them  off  the  hinges, 
and  entered  with  great  violence^  at- 
tempting to  force  their  way  up  to  the 
compting-houfe,  but  were  driven  back 
by  the  perfons  who  were  in  it. 

A  committee  then  of  the  free- 
holders, and  other  inhabitan.s,  at- 
tended Meflieurs  Thompfon  and  EU- 
ijia  Hutchinfon,  fuppofed  to  be  two 
of  the  confignees,  and  requefted  them 
to  refign  their  appointment ;  and  up- 
on their  refufing,  voted  their  anfwer 
Unfatisfadory.  Governor  Hutchinfon 
did  every  thing  in  his  power,  without 
the  coi^ncil,  for  the  prefervation  of 


the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  town » 
and  thought,  that  if  he  had  had  the 
aid  the  council  might  have  given, 
his  endeavours  would  have  been  more 
eifedual. 

On  the  17th  of  November,  1773, 
a  large  number  of  people  befet  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Hutcninfon,  but  not 
finding  him  at  hom»,  proceeded  to 
Mr.  Clarke's,  another  of  the  con- 
fij»necs,  where  they  committed  great 
diforders,  broke  the  glaflcs  and  frames 
of  the  windows,  and  did  confidera- 
blo  damage,  After  this  riot,  the 
Governor  immediately  fummoned  a 
council,  and  laid  before  them  the  ne- 
celfity  of  fome  meafures  being  taken, 
but  the  council  declined  advifmg  or 
direding  any  meafures  for  landing 
the  tea,  fuggefting  that  they  then 
would,  of  courfe,  advifc  to  a  mea- 
fure  for  procuring  the  payment  of  thp 
duty,  and  therefore  be  advifmg  to  a 
meafure  jnconfiftent  with  the  declared 
fentiment  of  both  Houfes,  in  the  lad 
winter  fefllon  of  the  general  court, 
which  they  apprehend  to  be  alto- 
gether inexpedient  and  improper. 

After  the  arrival  of  a  Ihip  loaded 
vyjth  tea,  a  meeting  of  the  people  of 
Bofton,  and  the  neighbouring  towns, 
was  held  on  the  29th  of  November, 
and  continued,  by  adjournment,  till 
next  day,  when  a  motion  was  made 
and  agreed  to,  nem.  con.  that  the  tea 
Ihould  not  only  be  fent  back,  but  that 
no  duty  fhould  be  paid  thereon. 

It  was  alfo  voted,  nem.  con.  that 
Mr.  Rotch,  owner  of  the  vefTel,  and 
Captain  Hall,  the  mafter  of  the  fliip, 
at  their  peril,  fhould  not  fufFer  any 
of  the  tea  to  be  landed.  It  was  alfo 
voted.  That  Governor  Hutchinfon's 
condud,  in  requefting  the  Juftices  of 
peace  to  meet  to  fupprefs  all  riots 
and  unlawful  afTemblies,  carried  a  de- 
figned  refledion  upon  the  people  there 
met,  and  was  folely  calculated  to  ferve 
the  views  of  adminiftration.  They 
afterwards  voted,  that  the  tea  brought 
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by  Cftptain  Hall  ihould  be  returned 
by  Mr.  Rotch  to  England,  in  the 
fame  bottom  in  which  it  came.  It 
was  alfo  voted,  mm.  eon.  That  llx  per- 
ibns  ihould  be  appointed  to  give  due 
notice  tv)  the  towns  in  the  country ; 
when  they  fliould  be  required  (o  to  do 
upon  any  important  occ^lfion. 

They  alfo  rcfolved.  That  if  any 
perfon  or  perfons  Ihould,  hereafter, 
import  any  tea  from  Great  Britain, 
or  if  any  mailer  or  mailci-s  of  any 
vcfTels  in  Great  Britain  fliould  take 
the  fame  on .  board,  to  be  imported 
to  that  place,  until  the  faid  unrighte- 
ous aft  Ihould  be  repealed,  he  or  they 
Ihould  be  deemed,  by  that  body,  an 
enemy  to  his  country ;  and  that  they 
would  prevent  the  landing  and  fale 
of  the  lame,  and  the  payment  of  any 
duty  thereon;  and  that  they  would 
effetl  the  return  thereof  to  the  place 
i'rom  whence  it  came. 

They  alfo  refolved,  That  thefe 
their  votes  be  printed  and  fent  to 
England,  and  all  the  fea  ports  in  the 
province.  Before  they  feparated,  they 
voted,  that  their  brethren  in  the 
country  fliould  be  defired  to  fjive  their 
afliftance,  upon  the  firft  notice  that 
fhould  be  giver. 

After  the  diflblution  of  this  aflem- 
bly  of  the  people,  what  is  called  the 
committee  of  correfpondence  called  in 
committees  of  other  towns,  or  other 
perfons  to  join  v/ith  them ;  kept  up 
a  military  watch  and  guard  every 
night,  to  prevent  the  landing  any 
teas ;  and  appeared  to  be  the  execu- 
tioners of  the  refolves,  and  orders, 
faffed  at  the  aforefaid  aflembly. 

The  Confignees  having  retired  to 
the  caftle,  the  owner  of  the  firil  fl)ip 
that  arrived  was  the  principal  pfrfon 
applied  to;  and  he  was  fent  for  re-/ 
peatedly  by  thefe  committees,  and 
v.'iis  frequently  required  to  fend  bsck 
the  fnip  with  the  teas.  He  pleaded, 
that  he  could  not  obtain  a  clcanmce 
at  the  cullora  houle,   nor  a  puG  for 
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the  caftle  {  and  that  if  he  (hooM  b^ 
able  to  get  the  fliip  oat  of  the  har- 
bour, both  fliip  and  cargo  would  be 
forfeited  in  every  part  of  the  King^s 
dominions.  This  was  not  thouglit 
fatisf;iitory,  and  the  next  morning, 
another  aflembly  of  the  people  met, 
and  chofe  a  moderator.  At  thii 
meeting  it  was  determined  that  Mr. 
Rotch,  the  owner  of  the  fliip,  fliould 
demand,  at  the  cuflom-houfe,  a  clear- 
ance of  the  teas  for  England,  which 
was  done  the  15  th,  when  the  col- 
leger and  comptroller  refufed  to 
grant  it. 

He  tiien  was  obliged  to  demand  a 
permit  from  the  naval  ofHce  to  pafi 
the  caftle  ;  afterwards  he  was  lent  to 
the  governor  to  apply  to  him  for  the 
permit,  who  foon  fatisiicd  him  that 
no  permit  could  be  granted,  until  the 
veflel  was  regularly  cleared :  he  re- 
turned to  town  that  evening,  and  re- 
ported this  anfwertothe  meeting.  Im- 
mediately whereupon,  numbers  cf  the 
people  cried  out,  a  mob  !  a  mab  !  left 
the  houfe,  repaired  to  the  wharfs, 
where  three  of  the  veflels  lay  a-ground, 
having  on  board  340  chefts  of  tea^ 
and  in  two  hours  time  it  was  totally 
deflroyed  ;  a  fufficient  number  of  peo- 
ple for  doing  the  work  were  difguiled, 
nnd  thefe  were  furrounded  by  num* 
bers,  as  well  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bol- 
ton as  of  other  towns. 

The  committee  obfervcs  that  many 
perforis  of  confideration  in  the  town 
of  Bofton  took  the  lead  in  the  pro i 
ceedings  of  this  meeting,  for  whofe 
names  they  beg  leave  to  rcftr  your 
Lordfliips  to  the  papers  themfelves. 

On  the  4th  of  March  1774,  the 
Earl  of  Dartmouth  acquaitited  the 
Houfc.  th&t  his  Majefty  had  given 
directions.  That  the  feveral  papers 
received  from  America  relating  tq 
the  difturbances  there,  with  regard 
to  the  importation  of  tea,  fliould  be 
l;iid  before  the  Houfe,  and  that  the 
fame  would  be  delivered  on  Monday 
next.  ■     »•  Tlw 
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The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  scquainted 
the  tloufe.  That  he  had  a  mefTage 
from  hit  Majeftv,  under  his  royal 
ilgn  manual,  whjch  his  Majeily  had 
commanded  him  to  deliver ,  to  thii 
Houfe;  and  the  fame  was  read  by 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  ia  aa  fol- 
lows, viz. 

GEORGE  R. 

••  His  Majclly,  upon  information 
of  the  nnwarrantable  praftices  which 
had  been  lately  concerted  and  carried 
on  in  North  America,  and  particular- 
ly of  the  violent  and  outrageous  pro- 
ceedings at  the  town  and  port  of  Bof- 
ton,  irt  the  province  of  Maffhchu- 
/ctts-Bay,  with  a  view  to  obtUu6\ing 
the  commerce  of  this  kingdom,  and 
upon  grounds  and  pretences  imme- 
diately lubvcrfive  of  the  conftitution 
thereof,  hath  thought  fit  to  lay  the 
whole  matter  before  his  twft  Houfes 
of  Parliament,  fully  confiding  as  well 
in  their  y-eal  for  the  maintenance  of 
his  Majefty's  authority,  as  in  their 
attachment  to  the  common  intercft 
and  welfare  of  all  his  dominions,  that 
hey  will  not  only  enable  his  Ma- 
jefty  effeftually  to  take  fuch  meafures 
as  may  be  moll  likely  to  put  an  im- 
mediate ftop  to  the  prcl'ent  diforciers, 
but  will  alio  take  into  tlicir  moft  fe- 
rious  confideration  what  farther  re- 
gulations and  permanent  provifions 
may  be  neceffary  to  be  eftablilhed, 
for  better  fecuring  the  execution  of 
the  laws,  and  the  juft  dependence  of 
the  colonies  upon  the  crown  and  par. 
liament  of  Great  Britain." 

G.  R. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  alfo  (by 
his  Majefty's  command)  laid  before 
the  Houfc  copies  of  all  letters,  &c. 
received  from  North  America,  relat- 
ing to  the  dillurbances  there,  with  re- 
■gard  to  the  importation  of  tea,  to- 
gether with  a  lift  thereof. 

It  was  ordered.  That  an  humble 
addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty, 
to  return  his  Majefty  the  thanks  of 
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thia  Houfe,  for  hit  Majefty's  graciow 
meflage,  and  for  the  communication 
hla  Majelhr  hath  been  gracioufly  pleaf* 
ed  to  maict  to  this  Houfe,  of  ieveral 
papers  relative  to  the  prefent  ftate  of 
fome  of  his  Majefty 'a  colonies  in  North 
America. 

To  pfliire  his  Majefty  that  thia 
llouft,  irnly  fenfible  that  the  peaco 
and  good  government  of  the  coloniea; 
and  the  preventing  any  obftrufliont 
there  to  the  commerce  of  this  king- 
dom, are  objefts  of  their  moft  fen- 
ous  attention,  will  enter  upon  the 
confideration  of  thcfe  pi^rs  with  an 
earneft  deiire  to  make  fuch  provifiona 
as,  npon  mature  deliberation,  ftiall 
appear  neceiTary  and  expedient  for 
fecuring  the  juft  dependence  of  the 
faid  colonies  upon  the  crown  and  par> 
liament  of  Great  Britain,  and  for  en- 
forcing a  due  obedience  to  the  lawa 
of  this  kingdom  throughout  all  his 
Majefty's  dominions:  and  the  faid 
papers,  and  his  Majefty's  moft  gra- 
cious fpeech,  were  likewifc  ordered  to 
be  taken  into  confideration  on  Thurf- 
day  fevennight ;  and  the  Lords  fum- 
moned. 

On  the  i|th  of  March,  the  Earl 
of  Dartmouth  (by  his  Majefty's  com- 
mand) laid  before  the  Houfe  more 
papers  from  America,  relating  to  the 
dilturbances  there,  with  regard  to  the 
importation  of  tea,  together  with  a 
lift  thereof;  ai)d  the  fame  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
to  be  taken  into  confideration  on 
Thurfday  next. 

On  the  z6th  of  March,  a  meflage 
was  brought  from  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, with  a  hill,  entituled,  "  An 
aft  to  difcontinue,  in  fuch  manner, 
and  for  fuch  time,  as  are  therein  men- 
tioned, the  landing  and  difcharging, 
lading,  or  ftiipping,  of  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandife,  at  the  town,  and 
within  the  harbour  of  Bofton,  in  the 
province  of  Malfachufetts-Bay,  in 
North  America. 

00 
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On  the  28th  of  March,  a  petition 
of  Mr.  Sayer  and  others,  natives  of 
America,  was  prefented  and  read, 
praying,  that  the  laid  bill  may  not 
ipats  into  a  law,  which  was  ordered 
to  He  on  the  table.  Then  the  Houfe 
took  into  confideration  the  feveral 
papers,  and  his  Majefty's  moll  gra- 
cious meflage;  and  the  faid  bill  was 
read  a  iecond  time,  and  comrr<iii:cd. 

On  the  30th  of  March,  a  petition 
of  William  BoUand,  Efq ;  agent  for 
the  council  of  the  province  of  Mafla- 
chufetts-Bay,  was  prefented  to  the 
Houfe  and  read ;  he  was  called  in, 
and  heard  at  the  Bar ;  and  being  with- 
drawn, the  faid  bill  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  pafTcd  nem.  iijf.  and  re- 
ceived the  Royal  alFent  on  the  follow- 
ing day. 

It  appears  to  the  committee,  that, 
on  the  25th  of  January,  a  great 
numbe-  z":  rioters  in  the  town  of 
[f-f'-on,  committed  a  moft  inhuman 
aft  of  violence  upon  the  perfon  of 
John  Malcom,  a  preventive  officer 
for  the  port  of  Falmouth  in  Cafco- 
bay,  who  had  lately  feized  a  veffel  in 
that  port  for  want  of  a  regifter :  no 
complaint. of  irregularity  was  made 
againll  him  ;  but  it  was  thought  pro- 
per, by  the  above  rioters,  to  punilh 
him  by  tarring  and  feathering  him, 
(but  without  ftripping  him)  and  car- 
vying  him  about  in  derlfion.  This 
unfortunate  man  liaving  afterwards 
been  frequently  hooted  at  in  the 
ftreets  was  provoked,  on  the  25th, 
by  a  tradefman,  who,  he  alledged, 
had  feveral  times  before  affronted 
him,  to  ftrike  him  with  his  cane, 
in  confequence  of  which  a  war- 
rant was  iffucd  againft  him  ;  but  the 
conilable  not  being  able  to  find  him, 
a  mob  gathered  about  his  houfe  in 
the  evening,  and  having  broke  his 
windows,  he  pulhed  thro'  the  broken 
windows  with  his  fword,  and  gave  a 
flight  fcratcb  to  one  of  the  aflailants; 
fuun  after  which  the  inob  entered  his 
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houfe,  lowered  him  by  a  rope  from 
an  upper  chamber  into  a  cart,  tore 
his  cloaths  off,  tarred  Ms  head  and 
body,  feathered  him,  and  dragged 
him  through  the  main  ftreet  into 
King  llreet,  from  thence  to  Liberty 
Tree,  and  from  thence,  to  the  Neck, 
as  far  as  the  gallows,  where  they 
whipped  him,  beat  him  with  Hicks, 
and  threatened  to  hang  him.  Hav- 
ing kept  him  under  the  gallows  a- 
bove  an  hour,  they  carried  him  back 
in  the  fame  manner  to  the  extremity 
of  thq  north  end  of  the  town,  and 
returned  him  to  his  own  houfe,  and 
fo  benumbed  by  the  cold,  having 
been  naked  near  four  hours,  and  fo 
bruifed,  that  his  life  was  defpaired 
of.  It  appears  that  none  but  the 
loweft  clafs  of  the  people  were  fuf- 
pedled  of  having  been  concerned  in 
it,  and  that  Mr.  Malcom  having  for 
fome  time  before  been  threatened  by 
the  populace  with  revenge  for  his  free 
and  open  declarations  againft  the  late 
proceedings,  had  occafionally,  indif- 
creetly,  given  them  provocation. 

The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of 
Maflachufetts-Bay,  on  the  firft  of 
February,  required  the  Chief  Juftice 
Oliver,  and  the  four  judges  of  the 
Superior  Court,  to  declare,  whether 
they  would  receive  the  grants  of  af- 
fembly  for  their  falaries,  or  accept 
their  fuppport  from  the  crown,  and 
were  anlwered  by  the  four  judges 
(they  being  fearful  of  making  them- 
iclves  objeds  of  popular  refentmenr, 
one  of  their  number  having  beer\ 
previoiifly  brought  over  to  that  con- 
fent),  that  they  would  receive  their 
i'alaries  from  the  province;  but  by 
the  Chief  Juftice,  that  he  would 
continue  to  accept  his  fupport  from 
the  crown  :  on  the  1 1  th  of  February, 
they  remonftrated  to  the  Governor, 
tliat  the  faid  Chief  Juftice  Peter  Oli- 
ver, having  received  his  falary  and 
reward  out  of  the  revenue  unjuftly 
and  unconftitutionally  levied  and  ex-. 
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torted  from  the  American  colonies, 
and  being  determined  to  continue  to 
receive  it  contrary  to  the  known  fenfe 
of  the  body  of  people  of  the  province, 
had  thereby  proved  himfelf  an  ene- 
my to  its  conftitution,  placed  himfelf 
under  an  undue  bias,  and  rendered 
himfelf  difqualified  to  hold  his  office 
any  longer.  And  not  having  pro- 
cured his  removal  from  the  governor, 
in  confequence  of  their  remonftrance, 
they  pafled  a  vote  to  adjourn  the  fu- 
perior  court,  which  by  law,  is  to  be 
held  on  the  15th  of  February,  to  the 
22d  of  that  month,  to  which  the  go- 
vernor refufed  his  affent;  and  com- 
plains, that  he  now  confiders  himfelf 
as  afting  altogether  on  the  defenfive, 
avoid iiig  his  confent  where  he  cannot 
juftify  it,  deftitute  of  any  aid  from 
any  part  of  the  legiflature,  or  execu- 
tive powers  of  government,  in  main- 
taining order  when  the  breach  of  it  is 
caufed,  or  pretended  to  be  caufed,  by 
fuch  ads  of  parliament,  or  fuch  exer- 
cife  of  his  Majelly's  authority,  as  the 
people  are  taught  by  their  leaders  to 
call  grievances. 

A  true  JIate  of  the  proceidings  in  the 
Parliament  of  Great- Britain,    and 
in  the  pro'vince  of  the  Majfachufetts- 
Bay,  relative  to  thegi'ving  and  grant- 
ing the  money  cf  the  peiple  rf  that 
province,  and  of  all  America,  in  the 
Hoiife  of  Commons,  in  vjhich  they  are 
not  reprefentedk    Dratxjn  up  by  Dr. 
Benjamin  Franklin. 
On  the   i2th  of  November   1761, 
Governor  Bernard  made  the  following 
fpeech  to  both  Houfes  of  Aflembly, 
in  the  province  of  MafTachufetts-Bay : 
"  At  the  opening  of  this  general 
court  I  had  the  pleafure  to  obferve 
upon  the  happy  and  propitious  cir- 
cumilances  that  had  attended  the  com- 
mencement of  the  prtfent  reign,  and 
particularly  the  extinftion  of  parties, 
and  the  general  coalition  of  all  par- 
ties in  fupport  of  his  Majefty's  govem- 
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ment;  and  I  could  not  but  exprefs  my 
earneft  defire  that  the  fame  patriotic 
fpirit  whict  influenced  Great  Britain, 
might  prevail  throughout  his  Majef- 
ty's American  provinces,  and  efpe- 
cially  in  this  moft  ancient  and  moil 
loyal  of  them. 

"  I  was  well  perfuaded,  that  while 
I  was  fpeaking  to  you  on  this  fubject, 
your  fentiments  and  mine  were  the 
fame.  I  have  been  fully  confirmed  in 
this,  as  well  by  your  own  declarations, 
as  by  your  condudl  confequent  there- 
to ;  and  I  have  now  all  the  affurance 
that  I  fliall  be  afliiled  and  fupported 
by  you. 

F.  Bernard." 

On  the  a4th  of  April  1762,  his  Ex- 
cellency made  the  following  fpeech  to 
the  two  Houfes : 

"  The  unanimity  and  difpatch  with 
which  you  have  complied  with  the 
reqbiiitions  of  his  Majefty  require  my 
particular  acknowledgment,  and  it 
gives  me  additional  pleafure  to  ob- 
ferve, that  you  have  therein  a£ted  un- 
der no  other  influence  than  a  due  fenfe 
of  your  duty,  Loth  as  members  of  a 
general  empire,  and  as  the  body  of  a 
particular  province. 

"  It  will  always  be  my  defire  that 
freedom  and  independence  fhould  pre- 
vail in  your  councils,  and  that  the 
whole  credit  of  your  proceedings 
therein  fliould  be  placed  to  your  own 
account.  It  will  be  a  fuflicient  honour 
for  me  to  prefide  over  a  people  whole 
motives  to  loyalty  and  public  fpirit 
arife  from  their  own  breafts. 

Fra.  Bernard." 

H's  Excellency  again  fpoke  as  fol- 
lows vo  the  two  Houfes  of  Aflembly 
on  t'  e  27th  of  May  1762  : 

' '  Whatever  fliail  be  the  event  of 
the  war,  it  mud  be  no  fmall  fatisfac- 
tion  to  us,  that  this  province  hath 
contributed  its  full  fhare  to  the  fupr 
port  of  it.  Every  thing  that  has 
been  required  of  it  hath  been  moft 
readily  complied  with ;  and  the  exe- 
cution 
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cution  of  the  powers  cominitted  to 
me,  for  raifmg  the  provincial  troops, 
hath  been  as  full  and  complete  as  the 
granf  of  them  was.  Never  before 
Were  regiments  fo  eafily  levied,  fowell 
compofed,  and  fo  early  in  the  field, 
as  they  have  been  this  year  j  the  com- 
mon people  feemed  to  be  animated 
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0/  the  refpedUve  provinces  IhalJ  bH 
thought  by  his  Majelty  to  merit." 

Similar  refolutions  followed  yearly 
every  meifage.  And  though  this 
compenfation  did  not  exceed  one  fourth 
part  of  what  they  expended,  they  were 
fatisfied  with  thefe  moft  honourable  of 
all  tcllimonies,  that  they  had  not  been 
with  the  ^pirit  of  the  general  court,    backward  in  contributing  their  Ihare 


and  to  vie  with  them  in  their  readinefs 
to  Cent  the  King. 

"  The  ample  provifion  wluch  has 
been  aheady  made,  leaves  me  nothing 
to  afk  for  the  immediate  fervice  of  the 
King. 

Fra.  Bernard." 


towards  the  general  defence  of  the 
empire. 

His  Majefty's  Surveyor- Gfeneral  of 
the  Northern  diftrift  in  America^ 
tranfmitted  to  the  Lords  of  the  Trea- 
fury  in  1764,  a  charge  of  corruption 
in  his  office  and  colluiion  with  fmug- 
The  following  is  a  true  copy  of  the    glers,  fupported  by  the  oaths  of  ere 


meffage  whieh  his  Majelty  fent  down 
to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  every  year, 
from  1759,  till  the  concluiion  of  the 
war: 

GEORGE  i?f*. 

26°  Bie  Jprils  17 $9". 
"  His  Majefty  being  fenfible  of 
the  zeal  and  vigour  with  which  his 
faithftil  fubjefts  in  North  Amt^rica 
have  exerted  themfelves  in  defence  of 
his  Majefty's  juft  rights  and  pofleflioA*. 
recommends  it  to  this  Hou,fe  to  take 
the  fame  into  confideration,  aod  to 
enable  his  Majefty  to  give  them  .a  pro- 
per compenfation  for  (he  e^ponces  in- 
curred by  the  refpeftive  provinces,  in 
the  levying,  clothing,  and  pay  of  the 
troops  raifed  by  the  fame,  according 
as  the  adtive  vigour  and  ftren^uous  ef- 
forts of  the  refpeftive  provinces  fliall 
appear  to  merit. 

G.  /?." 
Upon  which  the  Houfe  refolved, 
April  30,  "  That  a  fum  not  exceeJ- 
ing  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  be 
granted  to  his  Majelly  upon  account, 
to  enable  his  Majelty  to  give  a  proper 
compenfation  to  the  refpedtive  pro- 
vinces in  North  America,  for  the  tx- 
pences  incurred  by  them  in  the  levy- 
ing, clothing,  and  pay  of  the  troops 
raifed  by  the  fame,  according  as  the 
adUve  vigour  and  ftrenuous   eiibrts 


ible  witnefles,  againft  Governor  Ber- 
nard; for  which  the  furveyor  gene- 
ral received  the  thankt  of  the  trea- 
fury-board,  and  Governor  Bernard 
was  AiiFered  ftill  to  hold  that  office  he 
had  abufed,  and  has  been  admitted 
as  the  principal  accufer  and  witnefs 
agaioft  the  people  of  the  Malfachu- 
fetts-Bay. 

On  the  loth  of  March  1764,  the 
Houfeof  Common  ~  refolved,  "That 
it  may  be  proper  to  charge  certain 
ftamp  duties  in  the  colonies  and  plan- 
tations:" but  did  not  at  that  time 
form  any  bill  for  the  purpofe. 

On  the  5th  of  April  1764,  an  aft 
palTed  for  impofing  duties  in  America 
by  the  Britifh  parliament,  for  the  pur- 
pofe of  railing  a  revenue. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  proceed- 
ings, the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of 
the  Maflachufetts-Bay  came  to  refo- 
lutions, "  That  the  fole  right  of  giv- 
ing and  granting  the  money  of  the 
people  of  that  province,  was  veiled  iri 
them  as  their  legal  reprefentatives; 
and  that  the  impofitio""  of  duties  and 
taxes,  by  the  Parliament  of  Great- 
Britain,  upon  a  people  who  are  not 
reprcCented  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, isabfolutely  irr'^concilable  with 
their  rights.  That  no  man  can  julUy 
take  the  property  of  another  without 
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his  confent,  upon  which  original 
principle  the  right  of  reprefentation 
In  the  fame  body  which  exercifes  the 
power  of  making  laws  for  levying 
taxes,  one  of  the  main  pillars  of 
the  Britifh  Conftitution,  is  evidently 
founded :  that  the  extenfion  of  the 
powers  of  the  court  of  admiralty 
within  this  province,  is  a  mod  vio- 
lent inftaftion  of  the  ri^ht  of  trial  by 
jury, — a  right  which  this  houfe,  upon 
the  principles  of  their  BritifliAncellors, 
hold  moft  dear  and  facred,  it  being 
the  only  fecurity  of  the  lives,  liber- 
ties, and  property  of  his  Majefty'$ 
fubjefts.  That  this  houfe  owe  the 
ftrifteft  allegiance  to  his  moll  Sacred 
Majefty  King  George  the  Third, — 
and  that  they  have  me  greateft  vene- 
ration for  the  Parliament.' 

In  February  1765,  a  Bill  for  taifing 
a  revenue  in  America  by  duties  on 
ftamps,  &c.  received  the  royal  alTent. 
Petitions  from  the  feveral  aflemblies 
of  America  againil  the  paiTmg  of  this 
aft,  were  rejeded  by  the  Parliament, 
or  not  received,  on  the  pretence  of  a 
rule,  that  petitions  (hould  not  be  re- 
ceived againil  a  money  bill,  and  this 
wl'as  a  money  bill. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  this  aft  in  A- 
merica,  every  affembly  on  the  conti- 
nent came  to  refolutions  againil  the 
right  of  impofing  taxes  upon  them 
unreprefented  and  without  their  con- 
fent. The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives 
of  the  Maffachufetts-Bay,  obferving 
the  little  attention  paid  to  feparate 
petitions,  refolved,  '  That  it  was 
highly  expedient  there  fhould  be  a 
meeting  as  foon  as  might  be,  of  com- 
mittees from  the  Houfes  of  Repre- 
fentatives in  the  feveral  colonies  on 
the  American  continent  to  confult 
on  the  prefent  circumllnnces,  and  the 
difficulties  to  which  they  were  re- 
duced by  the  operation  of  the  late 
afts  of  Parliament  for  levying  du- 
ties on  the  colonies,  and  to  con- 
fider   of  a    general   addrefs    to  his 
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Majcfly  and  the  Parliament,  to  im- 
plore relief.'  Letters  were  tranfmit- 
ted  accordingly  to  the  Speakers  of 
the  other  Aflemblies,  and  three  per- 
fons  elefted  to  attend  a  congrefs  on 
the  part  of  thi5  province. 

In  the  mean  time  fome  difturbances 
arofe  in  the  town  of  Boftcn.  The 
reprefentation  of  thefe  difturbances 
was  inflamed  with  the  ftrongeft  co- 
louring in  various  letters  from  Go- 
vernor Bernard  to  the  Lords  of  Trade, 
though  he  knew  the  inhabitants  had 
publicly  condemned  thefe  proceed- 
ings, as  appears  from  the  following 
vote  of  the  town : 
'  Jt  a  legal  Meeting  of  the  Freeholder t 

And  other  Inhabitants  of  the  Town 

of  Bojion,  at  Fanueil  Hall,  Augufi 

z-jth,    1765. 

The  town  having  an  utter  detefta- 
tion  of  the  extraordinary  and  violent 
proceedings  of  a  number  of  perfona 
unknown,  againil  fome  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  fame,  the  laft  night,— 
vote  unanimoufly,  that  the  feleft 
men  and  magiftrates  of  the  town  be 
defired  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endea- 
vours, agreeeblc  to  law,  to  fupprefs 
the  like  diforders  for  the  future,  and 
that  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabi- 
tants will  do  every  thing  in  their 
power  to  aflift  them  therein. 

Voted,  that  the  inhabitants  of  this 
town  will  be  ready  on  all  occafions  to 
aflift  the  feleft  men  and  magiftrates 
in  the  fuppreflion  of  all  diforders  of  a 
like  nature  that  may  happen,  when 
called  upon  for  that  purpofe. 

Att.  IVilliam  Cooper,  Tonun  Clerk* 

In  truth,  the  whole  proved  to  be 
nothing  more  than  fome  injury  ofl'er- 
ed  to  private  property,  for  which  the 
aflembly  afterwards  voted  a  compen- 
fation. 

On  the  25th  of  Oftober  1765, 
there  being  no  ftamp  papers,  the 
council  and  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives, to  avoid  the  mifchievous  con- 
fequences  of  a  total  ftop  to  all  public 
L 1  buflnefs. 
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haClaefs,  refolved,   that  it  might  be 
lawful  to  do  bufinefs  without  {lamps. 

.  The  congrefs  confilUng  of  a  Com- 
«)itteiB  of  Reprefentatives  from  feve- 
ral  provinces,  met  at  New  York  the 
'  firft  of  Odoher  176J.     The  motives 
and  views  with  wiuch  the  congreG 
was  called,    are   thus  Hated  by  the 
Houfc  of  Reprefentatives  of  Mafla- 
chufett&-Bay :  *  Had  the  colonies  been 
fylly  heard  by  the  Parliament,  it  is 
ppflible  their  decifions  with  rcfpedt  to 
the  late  adts  for  levying  duties  and 
taxes  on   the  colonies,   might  have 
been  different.     However,  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives  think  it  their  duty 
not  to  ceafe  petitioning,  and  have  ac- 
cordingly, this  pref«ntfeJlions,wrote  to 
the  Spealiers  of  the  feveral  Houlb  of 
Reprefentatives  of  the  feveral  colonies 
on  the  continent,  propofing  a  meet- 
ing at  New  York  on  the  firll  Tuefday 
of  Oftober  next,   of  committees  of 
the  Houfes  of  Reprefentatives  of  the 
feveral  colonies,  to  confult  together 
on  their  prefent  circumftances,  and 
the  difficulties  to  whicu  they  are  and 
muft  be  reduced  by  the  operation  of 
the  late  a£ts  of  parliament,  and  to 
prepare    a  united,   dutiful,  humble, 
and  loyal  reprefentation  of  tlieir  con- 
dition to  his  Majefty  and  his  Parlia- 
nient,  imploring  relief.     And  it  is 
humbly  hoped,  that  decent  and  du- 
tiful applications  for  ihe  preventing 
or  even  altering  fach  afts  of  Parlia- 
ment as  they  apprehend  can  be  made 
to  appear  to  h~  grievous,   will    not 
be  thought  fullicieiu  grounds  to  charge 
us. with   the  want  of  the  mcft  pro- 
found refpeft  for  tliat  augutl  body. 
In  confidence  of  having  i'vee  accefs 
to  that  fountain  of  national  julHce, 
the  Houfe  rell  affurcd  that  all  necef- 
fary  relief  will  be  afforded,  and  that 
the  liberties  and  privileges  their  con- 
ftituents  at  prefent  enjoy,  will  remain 
fecure. 

Signed,  Sam.  White,  Speaker.' 
The  congrels  fumnioned  upon  thefe 


principles,  met  and  afted  upon  thcnr. 
They  refolved,  '  That  the  only  repre- 
fentatives of  the  people  of  the  colo- 
nies  are  perfons  chofen   therein  by 
themfelves,  and  that  no  taxes  ever 
have  been,  or  can  be,  conftitution- 
ally  impoled  upor  them  but  by  their 
refpedlive  legiflatures.     That  all  fup- 
pli^s  to  the  crown  being  free  gifts  of 
the  people,  it  is  unreafonable  and  in- 
confiftent  with  the  principles  and  fpi- 
rit  of  the  Britilh  conftitution,  for  the 
people  of  Great  Britain  to  grant  to 
his  Majefty  the  property  of  the  colo- 
nills.     That  it  is   the  indifpenfable 
duty  of  thefe  colonies  to  the  bell  of 
fovereigns,   to  the  mother  country^ 
and  themfelves,  to  endeavour,  by  a 
loyal  and  dutiful  addrefs  to  his  Ma- 
jelly,    and    humble   applications    to 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  to  pro- 
cure the  repeal  of  the  aft  for  grant- 
ing and  applying  certain  llamp  du- 
ties, of  all  claufes  of  any  other  aft  of 
Parliament  whereby  the  jurifdiftion 
of  the  Admiralty  is  extended,  and  of 
the  other  late  afts  for  the  rellriftion 
of  American  commerce.' 

They  alfo  drew  up  a  petition  to 
the  King,  in  which  they  fay,  '  Our 
fubordinate  legiflaturcs  are  in  cffeit 
rendered  ufelefs  by  the  late  afts  of 
Parliament  impofing  duties  and  taxes 
on  thefe  colonies,  and  extending  the 
jurifdiftion  of  the  courts  of  admiralty 
beyond  its  antient  limit:  flatutes  by 
which  your  Majefty's  commons  ii» 
Great  Britain  undertake  abfolutely  to 
difpofe  of  the  property  of  their  fellow 
fubjefts  in  America  without  their 
confent,  and  for  the  inforcing  where- 
of they  are  fubjefted  to  the  determi- 
nation of  a  fingle  judge,  in  a  court 
unreftrained  by  the  wife  rules  of  the 
common  law,  the  birthright  of  Eng- 
lilhmen,  and  the  fafeguard  of  their 
perfons  and  properties. 

*  The  invaluable  rights  of  taxing 
ourfelves,  and  trial  by  our  peers,  of 
which  we  implore  your  Majelly's  pro- 
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te£Kon>  are  not,  we  moft  humbly 
conceive,  unconftitutional,  b'ut  con- 

£rnied  by  the  great  charter  of  Englifh 
iberty.  On  the  firfl:  of  thefe  rights, 
the  Honourable  the  Etoufc  of  Com- 
pions  found  their  .praftice  of  origina- 
ting money  bills— a  right  enjoyed  by 
the  Kingdom  of  Ireland  ;  by  the 
.Clergy  of  England,  till  relinquilhed 

by   themfelvcs a  right,  in   fine, 

which  all  other  your  Majellv's  Eng- 
lifli  fubje£ts,  both  within  and  without 
the  realm,  have  hitherto  enjoyed.' 

So  far  were  they  from  any  thought 
6r  defire  to  draw  into  quellion,  or  to 
deny  the  fovereignty  of  his  Majefty  in 
his  Parliament,  or  to  arrogate  to 
themfelves  the  fole  right  of  making 
laws,  that,  in  their  petition  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  they  declare  the 
reverfe  in  thefe  words : 

*  We  moll  fincerely  renognize  our 
allegiance  to  the  crown,  and  acknow- 
ledge  all  due  fubordination  to  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and 
fhall  always  retain  the  moft  grateful 
il'cnfe  of  their  afliftance  and  protec- 
tion. We  elleem  our  dependence 
pn,  and  connexion  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, as  ojie  of  our  greateft  bleflings, 
and  apprehend  the  former  will  ap- 
pear to  be  fufficiently  fecure,  when  it 
IS  confidered,  that  the  inhabitant!  in 
the  colonies  have  the  moft  unbounded 
affeftion  for  his  Majefty's  perfon, 
family,  and  government,  as  well  as 
for  the  mother  country,  and  that 
their  fubordination  to  the  Parlia- 
fnent,  is  univerfatly  acknowledged.' 

Thefe  petitions  however  were  not 
received,  on  pretence  of  their  being 
from  a  body  not  legally  affembled, 
and  unknown  to  the  conftitution. 

In  January  1766,  the  Houfe  of 
Reprelentatives  vvere  obliged  to  com- 
plain of  Governor  Bernard's  having, 
together  with  his  council,  afTumed  a 
legiflative  power,  in  ordering  an  aft 
of  Parliament,  or  as  he  ftiles  it  an 
pfdinauce,    to  be  regjftered  among 
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the  laws  of  the  province ;  which  wa$ 
never  done  before,  but  by  aft  of 
AlTemWy  ♦ .  iThis  juft  complaint 
againft  the  ufurpation  of  the  Oover> 
nor,  has  been  individioufly  repre- 
fented  as  an  attack  upon  the  autho- 
rity of  Parliament! ,  whereas  in  truth 
it  had  no  relation  to  that  authority. 

In  January  1766,  petitions  were 
prefentcd  from  the  merchants  of  Lon- 
don, Brilol,  arid  Glafgow,  to  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  reprefenting 
the  great  injury  that  would  accrue  tff 
their  property,  and  to  the  commerce 
of  this  Kingdom,  from  the  operatioQ 
of  the  Stamp  Aft,  and  praying  for  it« 
repeal. 

The  repeal  of  it  took  place  ac- 
cordingly on  the  19th  lyiarch  folr 
lowing. 

The  Aflembly  ^f  Maflachufetts-r 
Bay,  upon  the  repeal  being  known ^ 
formed  and  trapfmitted  an  humble 
addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Majefty,  and 
letters  of  the  moft  grateful  acknow- 
ledgement to  their  Hluftrious  patrons 
and  friends  in  either  Houfe  of  Parlia-r 
ment,  Soon  after  this  pafted  a  bill 
for  granting  compenfation  to  the  fuf- 
fcrers  during  the  diforders  occasioned 
by  the  Stamp  Aft;  agreeably  to  his 
Majefty's  recommendation,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  addrefs  of  both  Houfe^ 
of  Parliament,  his  Majefty's  pleafur^ 
being  fignified  to  them  by  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Conway. 

The  Affemblyalfo conformed  them- 
felves to  the  mutiny  aft,  though  it 
touched  the  privilege  of  granting 
freely  their  own  money,  for  which 
they  had  fo  ftrenuoufly  contended, 
^ut  they  complyed,  as  well  from  an 

*  But  the  m  -fi  inteiefting  objeftion,  which 
is  not  avowed,  and  thcielore  cannot  receive  a 
formal  anfwer,  is,  that  an  American  repre- 
fenta  ion  will  fake  away  all  pretences  fcr  dlf- 
piiting  the  ordinances  ot  Par  i<ment.'  Gover- 
nor Brrnard's  letter  1764,  p.  59.  And  again, 
p.  72,  and  j4. 

f  See  cxttaft  cf  Givernor  Bernard's  letter 
in  the  Lord?  ti.*p  ri,  i'.  7. 
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abhorrence  of  renewing  the  late  dif- 
pute  which  had  given  them  fo  much 
pain,  as  from  a  confidence  in  his  Ma- 
jefty'i  then  fervants,  whom  they  re- 
garded as  friendly  to  their  liberties 
and  rights. 

Their  fatisfaflion  in,  and  gratitude 
for  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp  a£t.  pro- 
duced a  conduct  fo  ftudiouAy  void  of 
offknce,  that  Governor  Bei-nard  could 
not  avoid  giving  his  tefdmony  of  it 
in  his  letters  to  the  liarl  of  Shel' 
burne.  Secretary  of  Stattr,  as  follows : 

*  The  Houfc  from  the  time  of 
opening  the  feflion  to  thi-  day,  has 
fliewn  a  difpofition  to  avoid  ;ill  dif- 
pute  with  me  j  every  thing  having  paf- 
ied  with  as  much  good-humour  as  i 
could  defire,  except  only  their  conti- 
nuing to  a£t  in  addreffing  the  King, 
remonftrating  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  employing  a  feparate 
Agent.  It  is  the  importance  of  this 
innovation,  without  any  willfulnefs 
of  my  own,  which  induces  me  to 
make  this  remonftrance,  at  a  time 
when  I  have  a  fair  profpeft  of  having, 
in   all  other  bufinefs,   nothing   but 

food  to  fay  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
[oufe. 

*  They  have  afted  in  all  things, 
even  in  their  remonftrance,  with  tem- 
per and  moderation ;  they  have  avoid- 
ed fome  fubjeds  of  difpute,  and  have 
laid  a  foundation  for  removing  fome 
caufes  pf  former  altercation. 

'  I  fliall  make  fuch  a  prudent  and 
proper  ufe  of  this  letter,  as  I  hope 
will  perfedlly  reftore  the  peace  and 
tranquility  of  this  province,  for  which 
purpofc  confidcrable  Heps  have  ahra- 
dy  been  made  by  the  Houfe  of  Re- 
prcfentatives. ' 

Such  was  the  temper  and  modera- 
tion with  which  the  people  were  dif- 
pofcd  to  feek  relief  from  the  grievan- 
ces they  felt.  We  fliall  prefently 
fee  what  fteps  were  artfully  taken  to 
move  them  from  that  moderation, 
and  compel  the  mob  into  riots  and 


tumults,  which  were  to  be  Viflted 
upon  the  town,  and  made  the  pre- 
text for  introducing  a  military  force. 

The  new  revenue  aft  pafl*ed  on  the 
29th  of  June  1767;  a  little  more 
than  a  year  after  the  repeal  of  the 
Hamp  aft. 

The  Houfe  Of  Reprefentatives,  in 
their  petition  to  the  King,  touchiag 
this  aft,  exprcfsly  acknowledge  the 
fupreme  power  of  Parliament.  '  With 
great  fincerity,  permit  us,  (fay  they,^ 
to  alTure  your  Majelly,  that  your  fub- 
jcfts  of  this  province  ever  have,  and 
ftill  continue  to  acknowledge  your 
Majefty's  High  Court  of  Parliament 
the  fupreme  legiflative  power  of  the 
whole  empire.' 

In  their  letters  to  the  miniftiy, 
they  fay,  •  The  fubjefts  in  this  pro- 
vince, and  undoubti.dIy  in  all  the  co- 
lonics, however  they  may  have  been 
otherwife  reprefented  to  his  Majefty's 
minifters,  are  loyal ;  they  are  firmly 
attached  to  the  mother  ftate ;  they 
always  confider  her  intereft  and  their 
own  as  inleperably  interwoven,  and 
it  is  their  fervent  wi(h  that  it  may 
ever  fo  remain.  All  they  defire  is, 
to  be  rellored  to  the  Handing  upon 
which  they  Were  originally  put,  to 
have  the  honour  and  privilege  of  vo- 
luntarily contributing  to  the  aid  of 
their  fovcreign  when  required.  They 
are  free  fubjtfls ;  and  it  is  hoped  the 
nation  will  never  confider  them  as  in 
a  tributary  Hate.'  And  again,  '  All 
they  defire  is  to  be  placed  on  their 
original  ftanding,  that  they  may  ftill 
be  happy  in  the  enjo)ment  of  their 
invaluable  privileges,  and  the  nation 
may  ftill  reap  the  advantage  of  their 
growth  and  profpcrity.* 

That  their  prayers  might  be  more 
likely  to  obtain  fuccefs  from  being 
united  with  the  fupplications  of  all 
the  colonies,  they  tranfmitted  a  cir- 
cular letter  to  the  other  aflemblies, 
informing  them—'  That  the  Houfe 
had  humbly  reprefented  to  the  mi- 
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Aiitry  their  own  fentiments ;  that  his 
Majefty's  high  Court  of  Parliament  is 
the  fupreme  legiflative  power  over 
the  whole  empire;  that  in  all  free 
ftates  the  conftitution  is  fixed ;  and 
as  the  fupreme  legiflative  derives  its 
power  and  authority  from  the  condi- 
tution,  it  cannot  overleap  the  bounds 
of  it,  without  dettroying  its  own 
foundation.  That  the  conftitution 
afcertains  and  limits  both  fovereignty 
and  allegiance,  and,  therefore,  his 
Majefty's  American  fubjedls,  who  ac- 
knowledge themfelves  bound  by  the 
ties  of  allegiance,  have  an  equitable 
claim  to  the  full  enjoynent  of  the 
fundamental  rules  of  the  Englifh  con- 
ftitution. That  it  is  an  aiTential, 
unalterable  right  in  nature,  ingrafted 
into  the  Britim  conftitution  as  a  fun- 
damental law,  and  ever  held  facred 
and  irrevocable  by  the  fubjefts  within 
the  realm,  that  what  9.  man  has  ho- 
neftly  acquired  is  abfolutely  his  own, 
which  he  may  freely  give,  but  which 
cannot  be  taken  from  him  witliout 
his  confent.  That  the  American  fub- 
jefts  miay,  therefore,  exclufive  of  any 
confideration  of  charter  rights,  with 
a  decent  firmnefs  adapted  to  the 
character  of  freemen  and  fubjedls, 
tifkrt  this  natural  conftitutional  right.' 
The^adi — '  That  as  they  have  too 
much  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  ene- 
mies of  the  colonies  have  reprefented 
them  to  his  Majefty's  minifters  and 
the  parliament,  as  fadious,  difloyal, 
and  fliewihg  a  difpofition  to  make 
themfelves  independent  of  the  mother 
country,  they  have  taken  occafion,  in 
the  mqll  humble  terms,  to  afTure  his 
Majefty  and  his  minifters,  that,  with 
regard  to  the  people  of  this  province, 
and,  as  they  doubt  not,  of  all  the  co- 
lonies, that  charge  is  unjuft.' 

In  confequence  of  this.  Governor 
Bernard  laid  before  the  houfe,  on  the 
ziftofjune,  1768,  the  following  re- 
quifition : 

'  It  gives  great  concern  io  his  Ma- 


jefty to  find,  that  the  fame  moder>^ 
tion  which  appeared  by  your  letter 
to  have  been  adopted  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  feflion,  in  a  full  aHembly, 
had  not  continued ;  and  that  inftead 
of  that  fpirit  of  prudence  and  refped 
to  the  conftitution,  which  feemed  at 
that  time  to  influence  the  conduft  of 
a  large  majority  of  the  members,  a 
thin  houfe  at  the  end  of  the  feffioo 
fhould  have  prefumed  to  revert  to, 
and  refolve  upon  a  meafure  of  fo  in- 
flammatory a  nature  as  that  of  writing 
to  the  other  colonies,  on  the  fubjedt 
of  their  intended  reprefentation  a- 
gainft  fome  late  a£ls  of  Parliament. 
His  Majefty  conflders  this  ftep  as  evi- 
dently tending  to  create  unwarranta- 
ble combinations,  to  excite  an  unjuf- 
tifiable  oppofition  to  the  conftitutional 
authority  of  Parliament,  and  to  re- 
vive thofe  unhappy  divifions  and  dif- 
traflions,  which  have  operated  fo 
prejudicially  to  the  true  mterefts  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  colonies.  It 
is  the  King's  pleafure,  that  fo  foon 
as  the  general  court  is  again  aflem- 
bled,  at  the  time  prefcribed  by  the 
charter,  you  fhould  require  of  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefcntatives,  in  his  Ma- 
jefty's name,  to  refcind  the  refolu- 
tion  which  gave  birth  to  the  circular 
letter  from  the  Speaker,  and  to  de- 
clare their  difapprobation  of,  and  dif- 
fent  to  that  rafh  and  hafty  proceed- 
ing. His  Majefty  has  the  fulleft  re- 
liance upon  the  affeftion  of  his  good 
fubjefts  in  the  MafTachufetts-Bay, 
and  has  obferved  with  fatisfaftion, 
that  fpirit  of  decency,  and  love  of  or- 
der, which  has  difcovered  itfelf  in  the 
conduft  of  the  moft  confiderable  of  its 
inhabitants.— If  the  new  affembly 
fliould  refufe  to  comply  with  his  Ma- 
jefty's reafonable  expedlation,  it  it 
the  King's  pleafure  that  you  fhould 
immediately  difTolve  them. 

Whitehall,  April  tt  , 

47.  f(>9.  Hillsborough.* 

This  letter  produced  univcrfal  ap- 

prehcn- 


11 


Ii     ' 


F*- 


^■MP 


#6f 


PRIOR      DOCUMENTS. 


prefcenfion  and  difcontent  not  oply  in     biy  feel,  as  the  difpleafure  of  thei|r 
-t^    «j-/r--t.../--.._  «--.     1..    »_    _ii     fovereign.     It  is  a  punidiment  which 

they  are  Aire  his  Majefty  will  never 
infli£l,  bat  upon  a  repre  fen  ration  of 
the  juftice  of  it,  from  his  fcrvants,  in 
whom  he  confides.  Your  Lordfhip 
will  allow  the  houfe  to  appeal  to  your 
own  candour,  upon  the  hardfliip  of 


the  MafTachufetts-Bay,  biu  In  all 
America.  A  demand,  attended  with 
a  fenalty  of  diiTolution,  feemed  a 
commancti  not  a  requifition,  leaving 
•o  deliberative  ordilcretionary  power 
in  the  aflcmbly ;  and  the  ground  of 
it  being  a   petition    to   the   King, 


gnarded  with  a  moft  explicit  declara-    their  being  made  to  fufTer  fo  fevere  a 
tion  of  the  fupreme  legjJlatjve  power    misfortune,  without  their  ever  being 


«f  Parliament,  it  wore  the  fevere  and 
(dreadful  appearance  of  a  penal  prohi- 
bition againfl  petitioning.  |t  was  in 
effeA  faying,  you  iball  not  even  pre- 
fume  to  complain ;  and  reducing 
them  belovyr  the  common  flate  of  Ha- 
iery,  in  which,  if  men  complain, 
with  decency,  they  are  heard,  unlefs 
their  maders  happen  to  be  nionllcrs. 
It  warmed  ntoderation  into  zeal,  and 
inflamed  zeal  into  rag«.     Yet  ftill 


called  to  anfwer  for  themfelves,  or 
even  made  acquainted  with  the  mat- 
ters of  charge  alledged  againll  them  | 
a  right,  to  which,  by  the  common 
rules  of  fociety,  founded  in  the  eter- 
nal laws  of  reafon  and  equity,  they 
are  juftly  entitled.  The  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives  of  this  province  have 
more  than  once,  during  the  adminif- 
tration  of  Governor  Bernard,  beer* 
under  the  necefllty  of  entreating  his 


tRere  appeared  a  difpofition  to  ex-    Majefty's   minifters  to  fufpcnd  their 
piefs  their  grievances  in  humble  peti-    further  judgment  upon   fuch  repre 


tjons.  All  the  alTemblies  on  the  con- 
tinent, in  anfwer  to  a  requifition  of 
Itmilar  iniport  to  that  already  men- 
tioned, aflerted  the  right  of  the  fub- 
jeA  to  petition  for  redrefs  of  grie- 
vances. They  joined  in  petitions, 
Sating  the  impoficion  of  taxes  upon 
them  without  their  confent,  and  the 
abolition  of  juries  in  revenue  caufes, 
as,  intolerable  grievances,  from  which 
they  prayed  relief. 

The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of 
JWaffachufetts-Bay  drew  up  a  letter 
to  the  Earl  of  Hiilfljoroujfh,  Sccre- 
nry  of  State,  in  which  they  vindi- 
cate their  condaft  from  the  afperfions 
thrown  upon  it  in  the  Governor's 
letters ;  anJ  add,  '  It  is  an  inexpref- 
fible  grief  to  the  people  of  this  pro- 
•jrince,  to  find  repeated  cenfures  fal- 
ling upon  them,  not  from  Minifters 
i)f  State  alone,  but  from  Majefty  itfe'f, 
grounded  on  letters  and  accufations 
trom  the  Governor,  a  fight  of  which, 
though  repeatedly  rcquefted  of  his 
E'f^ellency,  is  rcfufed.  There  is  no 
evii  of  this  life,  which  they  fo  fenfi- 


fqntations  of  the  temper  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  conduft  of  the  affembly, 
as  they  were  able  to  make  appear  to 
be  injurious.  The  fame  indulgence 
this  houfe  now  beg  of  your  Lordlhip; 
and  befcech  your  Lordlhip  to  patro- 
nize them  fo  far  as  to  make  a  favour- 
able reprefentation  of  their  conduft 
to  the  King  our  Sovereign  :  it  being 
the  highefl  ambition  of  this  houfe, 
and  of  the  people  whom  they  repre- 
fent,  to  fland  before  his  Majefty  in 
their  juft  ch'innilcr,  of  aiFedlionate 
and  loyal  fubjefts.' 

On  the  loth  of  June  a  feizure  was 
made  of  a  floop  faftened  to  the 
wharf,  with  an  armed  force,  and  the 
feizure  carried  by  violence  to  the 
Man  of  War.  That  this  feizure  was 
made  witli  every  circuniftance  of  vio- 
lence and  ini'ult  which  could  irritate 
a  mob,  iii  proved  by  the  oaths  of  i  j 
eye-witnefles,  whofe  credibility  has 
never  bfcn  impeached.  Unhappily 
the  irritation  fuccecded  but  too  well. 
The  colle.ilor  and  comptroller  who 
made   the   feizure   in   that  manner, 
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were  treated  with  great  indignity  and 
perfonal  injury  by  the  mob  *  . 

About  the  fame  time  the  Captain 
of  the  men  of  war  lying  in  the  har- 
bour at  Bofton,  preilbd  lome  fcamen 
belonging  to  the  town,  in  violation 
of  an  aft  of  Parliament  for  the  en- 
couragement of  trade  to  America, 
which  fays,  6  Anne,  chap.  27.  §  9. 
**  No  mariner,  or  other  perfoii, 
ion,  who  (hall  Icrve  on  board,  or  be 
retained  to  ferve  on  board,  any  pri- 
vateer, or  trading  fhip  or  vrifcl,  that 
fliall  be  employed  in  any  part  of 
America,  nor  any  mariner,  or  per- 
fon,  being  on  Ihore  in  any  part 
thereof,  ftiall  be  liable  to  be  impref- 
fed  oi"  taken  away,  by  any  officer  or 
officers  of  or  belonging  to  her  Ma- 
jefty's  (hips  of  war." 

The  inhabitants  of  Bofton,  to  pre- 
vent the  tumults  which  might  be  ap- 
prehended from  fo  dangerous  an  in- 
fra£lion  of  law,  were  afl'embled,  and 
drew  up  a  petition  to  the  Governor, 
praying  his  interpofition  to  prevent 
fuch  alarming  outrages.  The  Gover- 
nor, however,  refulcd  upon  various 
pretexts,  to  interfere. 

The  following  words  of  their  peti- 
tion will  (hew  to  what  ftate  of  alarm, 
anxiety,  and  defpair,  thefe  proceed- 
ings had  reduced  them.  *  Dutiful 
petitions,  fay  they,  have  been  pre- 
fered  to  our  moll  gracious  Sovereign, 
to  which  (tho'  to  the  great  confterna- 
tion  of  the  people,  we  now  learn 
they  have  been  cruelly  and  iniidu- 
oufly  prevented  from  reaching  the 
royal  prefence)  we  have  waited   to 

*  That  the  feizure  was  unjuft  ia  plain 
from  this,  that  they  were  obliged  to  rcllore 
the  veflVl,  afier  detaining  her  a  Img  time, 
not  being  able  to  find  any  evidence  to  fupport 
9  profecation.  The  fuits  too  for  enormous 
fomt  againft  a  nunnbcr  of  perfons,  brought 
in  the  court  of  admiralty,  being  found  in- 
fupportable,  were,  after  lung  concinuanee,  to 
the  great  expence  and  trouble  of  their  perfuns, 
drept>  by  a  declaration  of  the  King's  advo- 
cate that  his  Majefty  would  profecute  no  far- 
ther i  but  the  profecuted  could  ob>ain  no 
cods  or  damages,  for  (o  is  the  law. 
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receive  a  gracious  anfwcr,  with  the 
greatell  attention  to  the  public  peace, 
until  we  find  ourfelves  invaded  with 
an  armed  force,  fei/.ing,  imprcfling, 
and  imprilbning  the  perfons  cf  our 
fellow  fubjedls,  contrary  to  exprefa 
afts  of  Parliament.  Menaces  nave 
been  thrown  out  fit  on'y  for  barba- 
rians, which  alrc;idy  nH'cA  us  in  the 
moll  f'^nfible  manner,  and  threaten 
us  with  famine  and  defoiation,  as  all 
navigation  is  obllrudted,  upon  wiiich 
alone  our  whole  fupport  depends, 
and  the  town  is  at  this  crifis  in  a  fitua- 
tion  nearly  fuch  as  if  war  were  for- 
mally declared  againd  it. 

•  To  contend  againll  our  Parent 
State  is,  in  our  idea,  the  moft  ftiock- 
ing  and  dreadful  extremity ;  but 
tamely  to  relinqnilh  the  only  fecurity 
we  and  our  pofterity  retain  of  the  en- 
joyment of  our  lives  and  properties* 
without  one  ftruggle,  is  (0  humilia- 
ting and  bafe,  that  we  cannot  fup* 
port  the  refleflion.  We  apprehend. 
Sir,  that  it  is  in  your  option,  in  your 
power,  and  we  would  hope  in  your 
inclination,  to  prevent  this  dillreCed 
and  juftly  inccnfed  people  from  ef- 
fecting too  much,  or  from  the  fhame 
and  reproach  of  attempting  too 
little** 

The  riot  upon  the  feizure  of  thd 
floop  was  exaggerated  into  treafon 
and  rebellion.  The  commiffioners 
fled  from  the  town  in  pretended  fear 
of  their  lives ;  affidavits  were  taken 
in  fccret  and  ex  parte,  and  the  comp- 
troller Mr,  Hallowell  was  difpatched 
home,  to  give  adminiftration  the 
moft  horrible  idea  of  the  p^ople^ 
Governor  Bernard's  letters  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  contained  a  direft 
charge  of  treafon  againll  forty  per- 
fons, not  one  of  whom  was  prolc- 
cuted,  becaufe  the  whole  was  a  for- 
gery, calculated  to  meet  the  change 
of  fyftem  v/hich  Governor  Bernard 
has  fince  informed  us,  they  then 
knew  had  taken  place  at  London, 

and 
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and  encourage  the  rigorous  mrafures 
which  the  new  fyllem  was  to  puriue. 

Unhappily  it  fuccecdcd  too  well. 
Troops  were  fent  to  Bofton,  where 


fidence  in  and  refpeA  for  their  own 
legiflature.  The  Governor,  how- 
ever, thought  proper  to  refufe  them 
this  relief ;  they  therefore  fummoned 


they  landed  the  illofOftobcr  1768.     a  convention  of  deputies   from   the 


But  a  difficulty  now  arofc,  about 
quartering  the  troops  in  the  town 
contrary  to  an  aft  of  Parliament! 
The  Governor,  however,  foon  de- 
termined to  cut  the  knot  he  could 
not  untie.  He  therefore  ifTutd  a 
commilTion,  to  dil'penfe  with  the  law 
and  eftablifli  quarters  for  the  troops 
in  the  town.  I  fpeuk  from  his  own 
letter. 

Thus  the  people  faw  two  aiSls  of 
Parliament,  made  for  their  protec- 
tion, wantonly  and  with  impunity 
violated ;  while  thofe  which  were  to 
their  feelings  hichly  unjud  and  op- 
prefllve,  were  to  oe  rigoroufly  execu- 
ted with  a  military  force.  Nothing 
could  be  devifed  more  irritating,  ex- 
cept tl\e  manner  in  which  the  quar- 
tering the  foldiers  was  executed.  They 
filled  the  general  aflembly  room, 
the  court  houfe,  and  Fanueil  hall, 
where  the  town  meetings  were  affem- 
bled.  When  the  general  affembly 
met,  the  main  guard  was  planted 
with  a  number  of  field  pieces  at,  and 


(hftcrcnt  townfhips,  as  the  only  means 
of  compoiing  the  agitation  of  men's 
iriinds,  (from  which  they  otherwife 
expefted  the  worll  confequences,)  by 
their  confidence  in  perl'uns  deputed 
by  themfelvcs,  to  enter  into  a  wife 
.uul  cool  confideratioR  of  their  grie- 
vances, and  the  conftitutiotial  means 
of  obtaining  redrefs.  The  feledl 
men  of  Boflon  have  expre/Ted  thefe 
motives  in  the  follovHng  pafTage  of 
their  circular  letters—'  Deprived  ot 
t  ie  counfels  of  a  general  aftembly  in* 
this  dark  and  diiitcult  feafon,  the 
loyal  people  of  this  pre  vince  will,  we 
arc  perluaded,  immediately  perceive 
the  propriety  and  utility  of  tne  pro- 
pofcd  committee  of  convention,  and 
the  found  and  wholefome  advice  that 
may  be  pxpeftcd  frorri  a  number  of 
gentlcji  chofen  by  themfelves,  and 
in  whom  uiey  may  repofe  the  greatell 
confidence,  mull  tend  to  the  real  fer- 
vice  of  our  moft  gracious  Sovereign,  ■• 
and  the  welfare  of  his  fubj»dls  in  this  • 
province,   and  may  happily  prevent 


pointed  into  the  very  door  of  the  af-  any  fudden   and   unconnected   mca 

fembly  houfe.     Every  fpecies  of  in-  fures,  which,  in  their  prefent  anxiety, 

full  and  outrage  was,  as  if  purpofely,  and  even  agony  of  mind,  they  may 

praAifed   to   drive   the   people   into  be  in  danger  of  falling  ijito.' 
ibme  violent  aft,  which  fhould  juftil'y        The  convention  met  on  the  zzd  of 

the  letting  loofe  the  military  upon  September    1768,    and  drew  up  an 

them.  humble  petition  to  his  Majcily,  im- 

In  confequence  of  the  various  vio-  ploring  relief.     *  With  great  fmce- 

lations  of  thofe   laws  which  fhould  rity,  lay  they,   permit  us  to  aflure 


have  protefted  them,  the  minds  of 
the  people  were  in  the  moft  dange- 
rous flate  of  alarm  and  agitation. 
To  prevent  the  deftruftive  commo- 
tions  which   might  be  apprehended 


yi)ur  Majelly,  that  your  fubjefts  of 
this  province,  of  which  we  are  a 
part,  ever  have  acknowledged  and 
lUll  continue  to  acknowledge  your 
Majelly's  high  Court  of  Parliameat 


from  fuch  a  difpofition,  the  moderate  tlie  fupreme  legiflative  power  of  the 
and  well  difpofed  inhabitants  of  Bof-  whole  empire.  The  fuperin tending 
ton  petitioned  the  Governor  to  call  authority  of  which  is  clearly  admit - 
an  auembly,  that  the  popular  turbu-  ted  in  all  cafes  that  can  confift  with 
lencc  might  be  quieted  by  their  con-     the  fundamental  rights   of   nature, 

and 
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and  the  conflitution  to  which  your 
Majclty's  happy  fubjedh  in  all  parts 
of  your  empire  conceive  they  have  a 
jull  and  equitable  claim. 

'  Jt  is  therefore  with  the  deepell 
concern  that  your  humble  Aippliants 
^ould  reprefent  to  your  Majeiiy.  that 
your  Parliament,  the  reftitude  of 
whofe  intentions  is  never  to  be  quef- 
tioned,  has  thought  proper  to  puh 
divers  a£t$,  impofing  taxes  on  your 
Majefty's  fubjcdls  iu  America,  with 
the  ible  and  exprefs  purpofe  of  raifing 
a  revenue.  Ifyoar  Majcjdy's  fubjedts 
here  lliall  be  deprived  of  the  honour 
and  privilege  of  voluntarily  contri- 
buting their  aid  to  your  Majefty  in 
fupporting  your  government  and  au- 
thority in  the  province,  and  defend- 
ing and  fecuring  your  rights  and  ter- 
ritories in  America,  which  they  have 
always  hitherto  done  with  the  ntmoll 
chearfulnefs :  if  thefe  afts  of  Parlia- 
ment fliall  remain  in  force  ;  aiul  your 
Majelly'ii  Commoni  in  Great  Britain* 
Ihall  continue  to  exercife  the  power 
of  granting  the  property  of  their  fel- 
low fubjed';  in  this  province,  your 
people  muft  tlien  regret  their  unhap- 
py f.itc,  in  having  only  the  name  left 
of  free  iubjefts.* 

The  troops  which  had  landed  at 
Bollon  withotit  the  leall  oppofition, 
determined,  as  it  was  natural  to  ex- 
ped,  to  mr.ke  the  difturbance  they 
were  difappointed  in  not  finding. 
They  oftercd  a  variety  of  infults  to 
the  peaceable  inhabitants,  and  one 
of  their  officers  was  dcte£led  in  at- 
tempting to  excite  the  Negroes  to 
rebel ;  till  at  lad  a  party  ot  foldicrs 
under  the  command .ot  Captain  Pref- 
ton,  fired  upon  the  people  on  the  5th 
of  March  1769,  kilhng  fix,  and 
wounding  many  more.  So  intolera- 
ble an  outrage  affembled  the  people, 
who  were  lb  much  incenfed,  that  it 
v.'as  thought  prudent  for  the  troops  to 
evacuate  the  town. 

The  removal  of  the  troops  reftored 


the  tranquillity  of  the  town  and  the 
good-humour  of  the  people,  the  prin- 
cipal of  whom  exerted  themfelvea  to 
palliate  the  conduct  of  Captain  Pref- 
ton,  and  obtain  for  him  a  favourable 
trial.  To  this  end,  he  was  tried  fe- 
paratcly  from  the  foldiers,  and  he 
was  acquitted,  becaufe  no  evidence 
could  depofe  that  they  heard  him  eive 
orJers  to  fire. — Indeed,  the  noiH  of 
the  tumult  was  fo  great,  thalifhtf 
had  given  fuch  orders,  which  he 
denied,  none  could  have  heard  him 
but  the  fuldiers  among  whom  he 
flood.— When  the  foldiers  came  to 
be  tried,  they  pleaded  the  orders  of 
their  Captain,  wnich  they  duril  not 
difobey.  And  on  the  belief  of  thia 
as  a  truth,  the  humane  jury  acquitted 
them  alfo.  An  inflance  of  great 
temper  and  equity  in  a  people  fo  ex> 
»f'perated. 

It  was  not  however  intended  that 
the  quiet  of  the  town  and  province 
fhould  continue  long.  New  modes 
of  irritation  were  applied,  to  drive 
the  people  into  violence  and  defpair. 

Mr.  Robinfon,  one  of  thf  com-* 
mifTioners  who  had  attempted  to  af- 
faffinate  Mr.  Otis,  was  difpatched  to 
Knj;land  immediately  after  the  affair 
of  the  cth  of  March,  with  a  cafe  faid 
to  be  that  of  Captain  Preflon,  though 
diredlly  repugnant  to  what  he  had 
publifhed  under  his  own  hand.  This 
cafe  had  been  fecretly  drawn  up,  and 
was  as  fecittly  tranfmittcd.  The  pur- 
pofe of  it  was  to  throw  the  charge  of 
being  the  aggreflbrs  upon  the  people, 
and  that  the  foldiers  fired  upon  them 
in  their  own  defence,  and  to  fate  the 
cuflom-houfe  from  being  plundered* 
This  llatement  was  accompanied  by 
minutes  of  council  framed  by  the  Se- 
cretary himfelf,  and  fecretly  fworn  to, 
in  which  one  of  his  Majefty's  council 
was  reprefented,  as  declaring  that 
there  had  been  a  premeditated  defign 
and  plan  of  a  general  infurrei^tioi* 
formed  by  the  people,  of  which  this 
M  m  attack 
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attack  upon  the  guard  wai  the  firft 
Itep.     AbAird  n»  it  was  to  fuppoie 
that  the  people  had  planned  and  be- 
gan to  execute  an  infurre^^ion,  and 
yet  not  a  man  appear  in  arms,  for  n* 
Aich  thinp  was  pretended,   (Hll  the 
example  of'  the  Cuccefs  and  impunity 
with  which  Governor  Bernard  had 
accufed  them  fpcciiicully  of  tre.afon, 
without  being  able  to  prove  a  tittle  of 
it,  was  enoueh  to  encourage  Gover- 
nor Hutchinlon,   and  hit  Brother-in- 
law  the  Secretary,  to  repeat  a  fimilar 
charge  on  this  occnfion,  which  they 
knew   would  operate  for    the    time, 
and  being  made  fecretly,  they  trulled 
it  wou'd  not  be  known,  fo  as  to  meet 
a  refutation.    Mr.  Comniiilioncr  Ro- 
binfon  arrived  in   London,  and  his 
State,  Sec.  was  circulated  through  the 
minillry  and  members  of  parliament, 
and,  fupportecl  by  Wis  pcrfonal  appli^ 
cations,  inflamed  them   againft  the 
province.      In   the  mean    time,   the 
town  proceeded  to  draw  up  their  nnr- 
rative  of  the  aftuir  founded  upon  affi- 
davits taken  openly,  with  notice  given 
to  all  perfons  concerned  to  attend  and 
croi's-rxamine  the  witncfles.     Upon 
this  open  and  fair  enquiry,  it  appear- 
ed by  the  tcllimony  of  near  an  hun- 
dred pei'fons,  that  the  foldicrs  were 
the  aggrx-flbrs,  having  fifiid  upon  the 
people  without  fuificient  provocation, 
and  without  the  intervention  of,  or 
even  application  to  the  ciul   mngi- 
ilrate. 

It  was  not  until  Oftober  1770, 
that  the  rcprefentation  and  affidavit 
of  their  fecretary,  Mr.  Oliver,  reach- 
ed his  Majelty's  council  at  Bollon, 
in  a  pamphlet  which  had  been  pub- 
iilhed  in  London,  to  jullify  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  mihtary  on  the  5  th 
of  March  1769,  and  accufe  the  peo- 
ple. The  member  to  whom  he  had 
imputed  the  words,  which  were  cal- 
culated to  convey  the  idea  of  an  in- 
furreftion  having  been  planned  by  the 
people,  publicly  made  path,i  that  the 


Secretary  had  mirreprefented  hit 
words,  and  that  he  never  knew,  or 
heard,  or  even  thought  of  any  fuch 
Plan.  The  other  members  of  coun> 
cil  who  were  prefent  alfo  made  oath, 
that  Mr.  Oliver's  account  was  a  mif- 
reprclicntation  ;  and  the  council  came 
unanimoufly  to  the  following  refolu- 
tions;  "  That  Andrew  Oliver,  Efq. 
fecretary  of  this  province,  by  lecretly 
taking  minutes  at  council,  of  what 
was  faid  by  the  members  of  the  coun- 
cil, in  their  debates,  alfo  by  figning 
a  paper  containing  thoi'c  minutes, 
and  further  by  giving  his  depofition 
to  the  truth  of  it,  has,  in  ftach  and 
all  thofe  inltances,  aded  inconfiil- 
ent  with  the  duty  of  his  office,  and 
thereby  is  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
trulL 

Mr.  Oliver,  thus  ftigmatr/.ed,  wa» 
foon  after  appointed  lieuteuatu-ga> 
vernor  of  the  province.  Unhappily 
this  wore  the  appearance  of  reward- 
ing for  his  treachery  to  the  council 
and  his  enmity  to  the  people,  which 
tended  neceflarily  todiminifh  the  con- 
fidence and  refpefl  due  to  govern- 
ment, andtofpreaddifcontent  through 
the  province. 

On  the  13th  of  May  17^0,  Gover- 
nor Hutchinfon  held  the  alTembly  at 
Cambridge,  obliging  them  to  quit 
Bollon,  where  all  the  public  record* 
and  conveniences  for  carrying  on  bu- 
fmefs,  were  lodged.  The  two  Houfes 
remonllrated  againfl  this,  not  only 
as  highly  inconvenient  and  diftrelling 
to  them,  and  an  embarrafTment  to 
public  bufinefs,  but  an  infringempnt 
of  their  chartered  rights.  Notwith- 
flanding  this,  the  affembly  was  con- 
tinued there  for  two  feifions  without 
any  reafon  being  given  but  mere  will 
and  pleafure  (fignified  in  inihudtions 
from  the  miniiler)  and  then  it  was 
adjourned  to  Bollon,  not  as  an  ^A 
of  gracioufnefs,  but  of  caprice.  It 
was  impoflible  but  that  fuch  pro- 
ceedings muii  have  irritated  men's 

minds. 
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jhindi,  and  ratfed  Among  all  ranks 
of  people  a  fpiiit  of  difcontent  and 
diftruft.* 

The  proceedings  in  England  were 
not  more  conciliating. 

Governor  Bernard  had,  by  various 
falfe  and  inflammatory  reprcfentn- 
tions  concentered  upon  the  province 
the  whole  force  of  royal  and  parlia- 
mentary indignation.  He  had  ex- 
prefsly  accufed  certain  perfons  of  a 
treafonable  defign,  their  names,  as  he 
pretended,  being  enrolled  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  to  feize  the  cattle  and  turn  it 
againil  the  King's  troops. 

This  intelligence  produced  the  fol> 
lowing  addrels  from  the  Houfe  of 
Jaotds  to  the  King,  on  the  i;th  of 
December  1768,  concurred  in  by  the 
Commons  on  the  9th  of  February, 
1769. 

"  As  we  conceive,  that  nothing 
can  be  more  immediately  neceflary, 
either  for  the  maintenance  of  hisMa- 
jefty's  authority  in  the  faid  province, 
or  from  guardmg  his  Majefty's  fub- 
jefts  therein  from  being  further  de- 
luded by  the  arts  of  wicked  and  do- 
figning  men,  than  to  proceed  in  the 
mod  fpeedy  and  eiFe^ual  manner  for 
bringing  to  condign  punilhnient  the 
'  ^'hiet  authors  and  infiigators  of  the 
Jate  dilbrders,  to  befeech  his  Majcf- 
ty,  that  he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  direft  his  Majefty's  Governor  of 
Maflachufetts-Bay  to  take  the  moft 
efFeftual  methods  for  procuring  the 
fulleft  information  that  can  be  ob< 

•  The  Aflembly  of  South  Carolina  was 
•boiir  the  fame  time  removed  from  ChatUf- 
town  tu  Port  Royal,  a  remote  place  unfit  to 
accommodite  them.  This  method  of  harraf- 
fingaflemblies  into  the  mcafuresof  amininry, 
feems  bnrrowed  Irom  the  favourite  minifter  of 
tJenry  III.  who,  "  to  work  his  ends  (as  Gaf- 
coign  tells  us]  caufed  the  Parliament  to  fit 
in  vilUbut  It  remotii  fartiius  rigni,  where  few 
people,  propter  defe^um  hojpitii  tt  ■viUualium, 
could  attend,  and  by  fhiiting  that  allembly 
from  plnre  to  phce  to  enforce  (in  the  au  hor'» 
VrorJs)  •111!  pauco!  qui  remantbunt  de  eonmiDii- 
i#ti  itgr.if  con:cdt:ri  ngi  quamvis  ptffwia,'' 
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tained  touching  all  treafons,  or  mif- 
prifionsoftreafon,  committed  within 
his  government  fince  the  30th  day  of 
December  laft,  and  to  tranfmit  the 
fame,  together  with  the  names  of  the 
perfons  who  were  the  moft  ««lve  In 
the  cominiflion  of  fuch  offences,  to 
one  of  his  Majefty's  principal  fecrc- 
taries  of  ftate,  in  order  that  his  M.i- 
jefty  may  iffue  a  fpecial  con^miflion 
for  enquiring  of,  hearing  and  deter- 
mining the  laid  offences  within  thU 
realm,  purfuant  to  the  provifions  of 
the  ftatute  of  the  35  th  year  of  the 
reign  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth, 
if  his  Majefty  (hall,  upon  receiving 
the  faid  information,  fee  fufticienc 
ground  for  fuch  a  proceeding." 
Hh  Majefty's  an/'wer  ma  J : 

"  I  (hall  not  fail  to  give  thofe  or- 
ders which  you  recommend,  as  the 
inoft  ciFeflual  method  of  bringing  the 
authors  of  the  late  unhappy  diforders 
in  that  province  to  condign  punifti- 
roent." 

But  Governor  Bernard  thus  armed 
with  all  the  powers  of  government, 
was  unable  to  fubftantiate  his  accu- 
fation  ag^nft  a  finglc  perfon.  The 
purpofcs  for  which  the  accufation  was 
devifed  were  fully  anfwered.  An 
odium  had  been  fixed  upon  the  peo- 
ple, a  military  force  had  been  fent, 
which  promifed  to  create  the  very  re- 
bellion he  had  falfely  declared  to  ex- 
ift,  for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  that 
force. 

The  manner  in  which  he  proceed- 
ed in  his  endeavours  to  ftir  up  re- 
fiftance  and  create  diforders,  is  thus 
defcribed  in  the  narrative  of  the  town, 
and  whicl^  he  has  never  been  able  to 
con  trad  i^. 

'  Governor  Bernard,  without  con  • 
fultiug  the  council,  having  given  up 
the  Itate  houfe  to  the  troops  at  their 
landing,  they  took  poffeliion  of  the 
chambers  where  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  province  and  the  court  of  law 
held  their  meetings ;  and  (except  the 

Mm?.  council 
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^•funcil  chamber)  of  all  ^fi,  ^^^t^MENT*; 

«ade  the  lower  floor  of  ir»l     "''y*    P"^*  of  the  tovvn        '  ^°^*'"^  ^"  ••»" 
change..    They  hX-       1   r       «'    ^"•''•■«1«   anV       '  °'"^°"«d  many 

hy  mere  power.-lrhe  r^d  r  '  "^^'  ^^  ^as  exci  il^^h.  v'«""'"^'  ^"^^ 
*>on  after,  by  every  £1^°'''''"°^  to*"  to  take"!.'  ?.^'^'""^'  °^  "« 
^«hod,  but  a  fSie*;^^^'"  ?"d    and  property    S  ^''''  '"''•^^'^'^  «vea 

faftorv  houf^    ^„       .      °^  ^"^  manu-     ded  v-,,:  ^ "  ^'le^e  vvc-e  -i/ 

;77o.  and  ca,„e  ovtr'', "  p*^  I"":' 

'J  ?  P""io„  ,0  i,ri„"',^  erft"'- 

of  Jaw  •  anrl  t- k    •  ""  ^  ocJiance     fnn     f«       ^"•'cinor,    jy/j     HufrJi.'r. 

nty  of  the  proyfnce.'     ''"''^  ^"^'^°-    cordin.lv.  S,.-,7.^\":^'^^  ^'one  ..: 


^'^  the  iavv  courf  ?;;  h  °"r'  '"'^ 
»ve;e  held)  with  two  fi.u  "•""'>' 
pointed  to  the  alZu  J^  P'^'"' 
iituatJon  of  the  main  °"/'-  '^^"^ 
piece,  fecmed  to     "d4";;'  '"'  ^'^^^ 


^^ty  of  the  proyfnce.'     ''"''^  ^"^'^°-  cordingly.  .N^t^itl/^- '"^  ^'°"^  ^^- 

The  general  court,  ,t  the  firft  T  r  ''P^'^^'^'^d^h^^^^^^ 

/5on  after  the  arriva    of  It  /     ^^"  ^^^^mb],  even  knZ^       u''^  °'   ^J^^ 

viewed  it  in  this  St    .J  '''^''P''  '"ion    w.is  to   h.  I    ^  !''''' '^«'>  Pe- 

'o  Governor  Berna  d  to  r        "^P^""^  tranf.n^o.  ^vH    '''"•''    "'"^''   ^ ^^ 

dn  offence,  but  to '1      '^T'^  '"ch  the  aller.r^      • '^'"'^  '"   '""PPort  of 

^'•e  appearance  of  be  „l    i'^/"'^/^    ?"'«"  a    ufei    a/J'^t'  ^^  "^^  ^'^^^ 

^  -     ^'^^^^^^^fv^ovvJ^icrthe'^enS 

ded 
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ied  an  humble  prayer,  that  the  hear- 
ing might  be  deferred  till  convenient 
time  was  given  for  the  meeting;  of 'the 
aflembly  and  tranfmiffion  of  evidence : 
y«t  the  petition  was  ordered  peremp- 
torily to  a  hearing  onthe  jgth  of  Fe- 
bruary, when,  in  default  of  evidence, 
the  feveral  charges  in  it  we're  declat-ed 
groundlefs,  vexatious  and  fcandalous, 
and  that  the  petitioning  could  only 
be  with  a  view  of  keeping  iip  a  fpirit 
of  clamour  and  dilcontent  in  the  iaid 
province. 

Thus  the  people  had  the  grief  and 
mortification  to  find,  that  whether 
fhey  were  the  accufers  or  the  accufed, 
they  were  fure  of  being  cenfured  and 
condemned.  This  man  had  been  in- 
ftrumental  in  bringing  upon  them  the 
odium  of  difaffeftion  and  rebellion  ; 
fie  had  (hut  the  ear  of  the  King  and 
parliament  againrt  thfir  applications 
for  redrefs  of  grievances ;  he  had  con- 
tributed to  the  having  a  militaiy  force 
itnt  to  dragoon  them ;  he  had,  in 
violation  of  an  cxprefs  aft  of  parlia- 
ment, quaj'tered  thofe  troops  in  their 
iown,  with  every  circuniftdnce  of  in- 
folencc  and  outrage  ;  he  had  fubjedled 
them  to  the  intolerable  oppreflion  of 
being  dragged  three  thoufand  miles, 
upon  n  ere  fufpicion,  to  llruggle  for 
their  liv  "s  and  property,  without 
friends  and  without  witnefles,  againft 
all  the  force  of  minifterial  profecution. 
Yet  it  was  conceived  that  to  petition 
againft  fuch  a  man  could  only  flow 
from  faftious  motives,  and  becaufe 
his  own  agency  in  proroguing  the 
aflembly  rendered  it  impomble  they 
fhould  even  know  it  was  required  of 
them  to  fupport  their  charges  againft 
him,  thofe  charges  were  pronounced 
groundlefs  and  malicious.  With  the 
feelings  of  men  they  could  not  but  be 
fenfibly  affefted  by  thefe  proceedings, 
which,  to  fpeak  in  the  language  of 
the  poet,  preaching  to  ftoncs  would 
make  them  capable. 
"  To  heiiihten  the  co'.curing  of  thefc 
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tranfaftions,  orders  were  fent  in  177 1 
to  the  Governor,  to  refufe  his  affent 
to  any  tax  bill  which  (hould  include 
the  commiflioners  of  cuftoms.  Thefe 
gentlemen :,  whofe  ofhcious  and  incen- 
diary zeal'  againft  that  country  had 
raifed  them  to  office,  were  to  be  dif- 
tinguiflied  more  than  the  firft  men  in 
this  country,  by  an  exemption  from 
fharing  in  the  common  burdens  of  the 
community. 

In  1772,  the  Judges  falarlcs  were 
ordered  to  be  paid  out  of  the  extorted 
revenue,  .u  d  not  by  grants  from  the 
reprefentat.ves  of  the  people,  as  had 
been  the  conftant  ufage.  Nothing 
could  alarm  the  people  more  than 
this  eftabliftiment,  as  it  ftruck  at  once 
at  the  very  root  of  the  impartial  ad- 
minilhation  of  juftice.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  Bofton  fay  in  their  addrefs  to 
the  Governor,  that  "  as  the  judges 
hold  their  places  during  plea/ure ,  this 
eftab!i(hment  was  big  with  the  moi 
fatal  evils." 

Both  Governor  B^nard  and  Go- 
vernor Hutchinfon  had  repe^atedly  re- 
prefented  the  difcontent  and  oppofi- 
tion,  as  arifing  from  a  faftious  few 
in  Bofton ;  and  that  the  province  in 
general  were  averfe  to  their  meafures, 
and  fatisfied  with  their  fituation.  Tq 
afccrtain  the  general  fentiments  of 
th  ■  people,  a  committee  was  appoint- 
ed at  Bofton,  to  reprefent  their  fenfe 
of  grievances  to  the  reft  of  the  town- 
fliips,  and  take  their  opinion  upon 
them.  This  was  accordingly  done, 
the  2d  of  November  1772.  The 
reft  of  the  towns  concurred  moft  una- 
nimoully  in  the  fame  fenfe  of  grie- 
vances, and  defire  of  having  them  re- 
dreffed. 

On  the  6th  of  January  1773,  Go- 
vernor Hutchinlbn,  in  his  fpeech  to 
the  two  Houfes  of  Aflembly,  chal- 
lenges them  to  a  controverfy  upon  the 
fupreme  legiflative  authority  of  par- 
liament. The  aflembly,  in  their  an- 
fwer,  take  up  the  queilion  as  a  point 
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gf  argument  and  (pecuktion,  refuting 
kU  arguments,  and  controverting  his 
ceaclufions.  It  was  a  queAion^  which, 
•f  thcmfelvM,  they  had  never  ven- 
Mred  to  agitate,  and  they  entered 
m(o  it  nqwy  when  publicly  provoked 
to  it,  with  avowed  reludtance. — "  We 
4av€  the  highefl  refpe<a,"  fay  they, 
V  for  that  auguft  body  the  Parlia- 
PMHt,  and  do  not  prefume  to  pre- 
ji:ribe  the  exaft  limits  of  its  authority. 
Ifet,  with  the  Reference  that  is  due 
•ok,  we  are  humbly  of  opinion,  that 
as  all  h^man  r.uthority^  in  the  na- 
liwe  of  it,  IS  and  ought  to  be  limited, 
it  cannot  cpnflitutionally  extend,  for 
the  reasons  we  have  above  fuggefted, 
|o  lUe  levying  of  tax^s  in  any  form 
on  his  Majefty's  fubjfts  of  this  pro- 
»iace.  'Thefe  are  great  and  pro&und 
l|ueiUon$.  It  is  the  grief  of  this 
tloafc,  that  bv  the  ill  policy  of  a  late 
iujudicious  adminifiration,  America 
^as  been  driven  into  the  contem- 
plation of  them.  And  we  cannot 
but  exprefs  our  concern,  that  your 
Excellency  by  your  fpeech  has  re- 
duced us  to  the  unhaupy  alternative, 
cither  of  appearing  by  our  filence  to 
•cquiefce  in  your  Excellency's  fcnti- 
ments,  or  of  thus  freely  difcufling  this 
point." 

The  mod  charitable  conftruflion  of 
this  condufl;  in  the  Goveinor  is,  that 
it  was  prompted  by  indlfcreet  zeal ; 
tiie  moft  probable  conjefture  is,  that 
it  was  a  fnare  laid  for  the  two  Houfes 
Xo  draw  them  into  fuch  a  denial  of 
the  fupveme  legislative  authority  of 
this  country,  as  might  expofe  them 
to  its  utmoll  indignation.  Whether 
it  orofe  from  malice  or  indifcretion, 
molt  certainly  it  was  courting  the 
difcuffion  of  a  quelKon  which  com- 
mon feiife  and  common  honefty  would 
have  willied  to  cover  with  a  iacred 
fttid  impenetrable  veil.     But  the  two 

Jioufes,   thoi'.gh   compelled  into  the 
difcuHion  oi  the  right  as  a  fpeiulative 
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had  no  idea  of  drawing  it  into 
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qiiciljon  pradlically.  For  in  Marcl» 
foUowjng,  the  Houfe  of  Rrprefenta- 
tives  tranfmitted  a  letter  to  the  fecre- 
tary  of  Hate,  (the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth) in  which  they  this  ftate  the 
exercife  of  that  power,  which  was 
quefUonable  as  tp  the  right  and  grie- 
vous in  its  operation. 

'♦  Your  Lordfhip  is  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  feverai  adts,  by  which  the 
Britifli  Parliament  have  thought  pro- 
per,  within  a  few  years  pall,  to  raife 
a  revenue  in  America,  without  our 
confent.  The  many  and  weighty 
reafons  againft,  and  rhjeftions  to 
thofe  afts,  are  fo  well  known  and  un- 
derftopd  by  your  Lordfhip,  that  we 
fhall  not  take  off  your  attention  to 
the  great  affairs  ot  the  nation,  by 
particularly  mentioning  them  at  this 
time  :  we  only  beg  leave  to  f:\y  that 
we  apprehend  they  tend  to  injure  our 
commerce  and  fubvert  our  liberties, 
and  therefore  ar?;  unjuft,  impolitic, 
and  deftrudlive  of  the  real  intereft  of 
the  whole  empire." 

The  fame  temper  and  mojleration 
appears  in  the  letter  addrelTed  by  both 
Houfes  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth. 
Pro'vittce  of  the   Maj/hichu/eiti-Baji, 

7//«f  29th.  1773. 

My  lord* 

"  The  re-eftablifliment  of  the  union 
and  harmony  that  formerly  lubfilted 
between  Great-Britain  and  her  colo- 
nies is  earncftly  to  be  wilhed  by  the 
friends  of  both.  As  your  Lordfhip 
is  one  of  them,  the  two  Houfes  of  the 
Affembly  of  this  province  beg  leave 
to  addrels  you.  The  original  caufes 
of  the  interruption  of  tliat  union  and 
harmony  may  probably  be  found  in 
the  letters  fent  from  hence  to  adnii- 
nillration,  and  to  other  gentlemen  of 
influence  in  parliament,  fjnce  the  ap- 
pointment of  Sir  Francis  Bernard  to 
the  government  of  this  province  ;  and 
thtie  is  gn-at  reafon  to  apprehend, 
thdt  he  and  his  coadjutors  originally 

re- 
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commended  and  laid  the  plans  for  the  their  force,  and  there  appeared,  ua- 

ellablilhing  the   American    revenue,  der  the  influence  of  your  Loxd(hip,  a 

out  of  which  they  expc£led  large  fti-  difpolition  in  Parliament   to  repeal 

pends  and  appointments   for  them-  thofe  afts,  his  Excellency  Governor 

felves,  and  which,  through  their  in-  Hutchinfon,    in   his   fpeech    at    the 


ftrumentality,  has  been  the  occafion 
of  all  the  evils  that  have  fince  taken 
place. 

"  When  we  had  humbly  addreffed 
his    Majelly,    and    petitioned    both 
Houfcs  of  Parliament,    reprefenting 
our  grievances,  and  praying  for  the 
repeal  of  the  revenue  afts,   the  like 
inftruments,  and. probably  the  fame, 
exerted  themfelves  to  prevent  thofe 
petitions  being  laid  before  his  Ma- 
jefty  and  the  Parliament,  or  to  fruf- 
trate  the  prayer  of  them.     Of  this 
we  have  juft  had  fome  new  and  uncx- 
pedled  evidence  from  original  letters 
of  Governor  Hutchinfon  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor Oliver;    in   which 
the  former  particularly  and  exprefsly, 
by  his  letter  of  the   loth  of  Decem- 
ber 1768,  endeavoured,  in  co-opera- 
tion with  Governor  Bernard,  to  fruf- 
trate  a  petition  of  a  number  of  the 
council  for  the  repealing  thole  afts, 
and  to  procure  his  Majelly's  cenfure 
on   the   petitioners ;   and  the  letters 
of  the  latter,  by  the  difadvantageous 
idea  conveyed   by  them  of  the  two 
Houfes  of  AfTembly,  manifelUy  tend- 
ed to  create  a  prejudice  againft  any 
petitions  coming  fibm  a  body  of  fuch 
a  charafter;    and  his  letter  of  the 
nth   of   May    1768   in    particular, 
mentions  the  petition  of  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefeutativcs   to    his    Majelly, 
and    their    letters    to    divers    noble 
Lords,    with    I'uch   circumilances    as 
had  a  tendency  to  defei-  'ii'  petition, 
and  render  the  letters  'A  no  etfcft. 

••  It  is  now  manifeil,  my  Lord, 
what  praftices  and  arts  have  been 
ufed  to  miflead  adniinillration,  both 
in  the  firll  propofal  of  American  re- 
'  aue  a£ls,  and  in  the  continuance 
of  theni  :   .but   wiicn   they   had   loft 


opening  of  the  jail  feffion  of  the  ge- 
neral court,  was  pleafed  to  throw  out. 
new  matter  for  contention  and  de- 
bate, and  to  call  on  the  two  Houf«s* 
in  fuch  a  preifing  mai^ner  as  amount- 
ed to  little  Ihort  oi  a  challenge  b> 
anfwer  him.  Into  fach  a  dilemma 
were  they  brought  by  the  fpeech, 
that  they  were  under  a  neceffity  of 
giving  fuch  anfwers  to  it  as  they  did« 
or  having  their  conduft  conflrued 
into  an  acquiefcence  with  the  doc- 
trines contained  in  it,  which  would 
have  been  an  implicit  acknowledg- 
ment that  the  province  was  in  a  flattf 
of  fubjeftion  differing  very  little  from 
flavery.  The  anfwers  were  the  e£Fe6k 
of  neceflity,  and  this  neceflity  occa- 
fioned  great  grief  to  the  two  Houfes*.  . 
The  people  of  this  province,  my 
Lord,  are  true  and  faithful  fubjefts 
of  his  Majefty,  and  think  themfelves 
happy  in  their  conneftion  with  Great 
Britain. 

"  They  would  rejoice  at  the  refto- 
ration  of  the  harmony  and  good  will 
that  once  futlilled  between  the  pa« 
rent  ftate  and  them  :  but  ic  is  in  vain 
to  expeft  this  happinefs  during  the 
continuance  of  their  grievances,  and 
while  the  charter  rights,  one  after 
another,  are  wrclled  from  th.^m.  A- 
monjc  r  -i-fc  rights  is  the  fupporting 
of  the  officers  of  the  crown  by  grants 
from  tlie  affemblyj  and  lu  an  efpe- 
ciai  manner,  the  ''  orting  of  the 
judges  in  the  L  v     on  whofe 

judgment  the  prv>v»iijij  is  dependent 
in  the  moll  important  cafes,  of  life^ 
liberties,  and  property.  If  warrants 
have  not  /«t  W*n,  or  if  they  already 
have  been  JLa&i,  we  eirneltly  beg 
the  favour  of  your  L'jrdflii;,>'s  inter- 
pofuion  to  fuppreU  or  reciil  them. 

if 
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tions  IS  full  explained  in  the  follow- 
ing extradl  from  a  letter  of  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives,  to  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth. 

"  We  cannot  refrain  from  expreff- 
ihg  our  ftrohgell  apprehenfions,  that 
the  inllruftioiis  which  have  of  late  been 
given  to  the  governor  by  the  mini- 
ftry,  if  perfiUed  in,  will  entirely  de- 
Uroy  our  libjiticr,  and  fubvert  our 
happy  conlHtution,  In  purfuancc  of 
inilrudions,  the  garrifon  of  our  prin- 
cipal fortrefs,  Ca(lle-William,  has 
been  withdrawn,  and  a  garrifon  of 
his  Majelly's  regular  troops,  over 
whom  the  governor  has  declared  he 
has  no  contrOul,  placed  in  their  ftcad. 
By  this  means  the  governor  has  no 
longer  that  command  of  this  for- 
trefs, which  he  is  verted  with  by  the 
royal  charter.  Upon  this  occafion 
we  would  refer  it  to  your  Lordfliip's 
confjdeiation,  whether  the  crtablifli- 
ment  of  the  ofRce,  and  power  of  a 
military  commander  in  chief,  not 
fubordinate  to,  but  independent  of, 
uncontrouled  by,  and  in  fome  in- 
ftances  fnptrfeding  the  power  and 
authorities  already  granted  to  the 
governors  and  captains-general  of  the 
provinces,  wiih  a  jurifdidtion  extend- 
ing over  the  whole  continent  of 
Ameiica,  is  not  repugnant  to  law, 
and  to  the  principles  of  prudence 
and  iuunu  policy ;  and  mull  not  be 
very  alarming  to  all  tiioie  who  have 
any  reg  .rd  lor  the  libiTtics  of  the 
conllituticn  eithvT  of  Great-Britain, 
or  of  tiie  col'Miics. 

•'  By  virtue  of  inftruftions,  the 
hooourable  his  MajcJly's  cuundl  are 
forbid  to  m^-et  and  tranfirt  matters 
•of  ?  Dublic  concern,  as  a  council 
of  aavice  to  the  governor,  unlcfs 
called  by  the  governor;  and  if  they 
ihould  To  meet  at  any  time,  the  go- 
vernor is  ordered  to  negative  them  at 
the  next  cedion. 

"  Not^vithftanding  the  charter  ful- 
ly authorifcs  and  empowers  the  gene- 
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ral  court  to  impofe  and  levy  propor- 
tionable and  reafonable  rates  and 
taxes  upon  the  eftates  and  perfons  of 
all  and  every  the  proprietors  and  in- 
habitants of  the  province,  yet  the 
Governor  has  been  inilrudled  not  to 
give  his  confcnt  to  any  law  or  laws, 
by  which  the  commifTioners,  or  any 
perfon  employed  in  the  King's  fer- 
vice,  whofe  offices  have  no  peculiar 
relation  to  this  province,  Ihall  be, 
taxed.  This  we  conceive  is  repug- 
nant to  the  privilege  granted  by  char- 
ter, which  makes  the  general  court 
the  only  proper  judges,  who  are  to 
be  exempted  from  taxes. — By  in- 
ftruflion  alfo,  the  Governor  is  forbid 
to  give  his  confent,  upon  any  pre- 
tence whatever,  to  any  vote  or  order 
for  the  payment  of  any  falary  or  al- 
lowance to  any  perfon  or  perfons  ap- 
pointed to  negotiate  the  affairs  of  the 
province  in  (ircat  Britain,  other 
than  fuch  as  (hall  be  thereunto  ap- 
pointed by  an  ail  of  the  whole  legif- 
lature,  or  by  a  vote  of  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives,  to  which  the  Gover- 
nor and  council  refpedively  have 
given  their  concurrence.  Of  what 
fervice  can  fuch  an  agent  be  to  the 
province,  cfpecially  whiij  matters 
wiiich  fo  nearly  affedb  the  very  funda- 
mentals of  the  conftiiution  are  in 
difpute.  For  if  he  muft  receive  hie  ■ 
inllruftions  from  all  the  branches  of 
the  legiflature,  as  may,  and  un- 
doubtedly will  be  infilled  on,  can  it 
be  exp»dicd  they  will  agree  in  a  fee 
of  inltriu^ions  in  our  prefent  critical 
fituation  .'  If  it  fhould  be  faid  that 
either  branci  would  have  a  right  to 
in.'ruft  the  ^gent  fcparately,  yet  it 
may  happen,  rfpeciafly  if  the  agent 
be  equally  oh'igcd  to  ^./'"ije  his  in- 
flrudlions  from  t^,h  branch,  that  in 
the  moft  importati*  matters  the  in- 
ftriiftions  will  be  various  and  contra- 
didory,  which  mull  totally  deprive 
us  of  any  benefit  from  his  agency,  in 
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feating  us  of  every  valuble  purpofe, 
as  we  conceive,  that  might  accrue  to 
the  province  by  an  agent  at  the  court 
of  Great  Britain.  Moreover,  with 
fuch  an  agent,  under  the  direflion  of 
the  three  branches,  will  it  not  be 
utterly  im practicable  for  the  aflembly 
ever  to  lay  before  their  Sovereign 
their  complaints  againll  the  corrupt 
and  arbitrary  adminillration  of  a 
Governor  ?  Self-defence,  my  Lord, 
whether  it  regard  individuals  or  bo- 
dies of  men,  is  the  firft  law  of  na- 
ture. The  right  of  defence  includes 
all  means  rcquilite  and  proper  for 
that  defence,  and  confequently  a 
right  to  appoint  and  fupport  their 
own  defender.  It  mull  therefore  ap- 
pear, that  the  houfe  has,  more  efpe- 
cially  when  their  deareft  rights  are  at 
Itake,  a  clear  and  juft  right  to  ap- 
point an  agent  for  themfelves,  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  the  Gover- 
nor. 

"  It  mull  be  apparent  to  your 
Lordfliip,  that  while  our  judges  hold 
their  commiflions  during  ple.Tfure 
only,  if  they  are  to  receive  their  fup- 
port from  the  crown,  independent 
of  the  free  grants  of  the  people,  they 
will  be  dependent  on  the  crown  both 
for  their  places  and  fupport ;  and  we 
fhould  fubmit  to  your  Lordfhip's 
coniideration,  whether  this  he  not  a 
fituation  in  which  no  man  could  wifh 
to  be,  who  is  properly  ini]  lefl'ed 
with  a  fenfe  of  hunvui  depravity,  or 
who  has  a  due  regard  for  julHcc.  In 
fuch  a  cafe,  what  decifions  muft  the 
people  expect,  whe«  xht  difpute  lies 
between  prerogative  and  privilege? 

'*  We  beg  your  Lordfhip's  candid 
atte'ntion  to  the  unhappy  circum- 
ftances  of  the  province;  and  hope  the 
rtpreitntarico  we  have  made  of  our 
grievances  will  ps^  t  with  a  tavoura- 
blc  reception.  I'he  colonies  arc  far 
from  beine  infenfible  of  their  happi- 
nrfs,  iu  being  conncdled  with  ihe 
moiiicr  counuy,  and  of  the  mutual 
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benefits  derived  from  it ;  and  (hall  at 
all  times  cAeem  it  our  glory  to  culti- 
vate, as  far  as  our  influence  may 
extend,  the  warmeft  fentiments  of 
loyalty  and  affeAion  to  his  Majefly« 
and  to  promote  a  happy  union  and 
harmony  between  the  fubjefts  of 
Great  Britain  and  thofe  of  the  colo- 
nies. We  are  greatly  aggrieved. 
We  think  it  our  indifpenfable  duty 
to  point  out  to  your  Lordfhip  our  grie- 
vances J  we  have  fretjuently  done  it 
heretofore  to  admin iftration.  We 
have  failed  of  fuccefs.  Inftcad  of 
being  relieved,  our  grievances  have 
been  increafed.  Our  conftituents 
are  juAIy  and  univerfally  alarmed, 
and  filled  with  anxious  concern  at  the 
prefent  pofltue  of  affairs." 

It  is  proper  to  fay  a  fingle  word 
about  agency,  Mr.  De  Berdt  was 
appointed  by  the  Houfe  only,  7th 
November  1765  ;  he  was  admitted, 
without  the  lealt  queflion,  as  agent, 
at  the  Board  of  Trade,  under  dif- 
ferent adminiftrations,  and  Gover- 
nor Bernard  gave  his  afTent  to  a 
Bill  for  paying  his  falary  fo  late 
as  the  year  1768.  It  happened  to 
be  the  duty  of  the  agent  foon 
after  to  convey  the  complaints  of 
his  conllituents  to  the  throne,  both 
againll  the  minifter  and  the  go- 
vernor. In  this  bufmefs  a  faithful 
honeft  agent  was  found  exceedingly 
troublcfonie.  Such  reprcfentations 
were  therefore  made  by  the  gover- 
nor, and  fuch  inftrudlions  fenc  by 
the  minifter,  as  incapacitated  the 
Houfe  from  paying  their  agent,  un- 
lefs  they  would  have  one  approved 
of  by  the  very  perfons  againll  whom 
it  might  be  his  duty  to  aft.  This 
meafure  needs  no  comment.  It  is 
not  in  human  depravity  to  devife 
an  aft  of  more  grofs  injuftice,  than 
that  of  debarring  men  of  the  means 
of  defending  themfelves  when  ac- 
cufed,  or  of  complaining  when  in- 
jured. 

With 
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With  all  thefc  reoeated  difap- 
pointment^  and  accumulated  grie- 
vances rankling  in  the  minds  of 
the  people,  the  Houfe  of  Reprefen- 
tatives  received,  through  the  hands 
of  their  agent,  fome  original  let- 
ters written  by  their  Governor  and 
Lieutenant  Governor  to  perfons  of 
influence  in  England.  Thefe  let- 
ters contained  a  moft  unfavourable 
reprefentation  of  the  principles  and 
proceedings  of  the  people,  and  of 
their  reprefentatives.  They  called 
for  punilhment  upon  individuals, 
and  reftraints  upon  the  whole  by 
an  abridgement  of  their  liberties. 
The  means  of  altering  the  char- 
ter, and  of  new  modelhng  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  colony,  fo  as  to  ren- 
der the  crown  abfolute,  were  point- 
ed out  with  a  malignant  ability. 
Strong  injunftions  were  added  of 
the  ncceflity  of  finding  out  fome 
way,  •'  to  TAKB  OFF  the  original 
incendiaries,"  left  they  ihould  '•  con- 
tinue to  inftil  their  poifon  into  the 
minds  of  the  people." 

Thefe  letters  were  read  with  grief, 
aftoni(hment,  and  indignation.  The 
people  viewed  the  writers  of  them 
jn  the  moft  criminal  light.  They 
confidercd  them  as  the  intentional 
anthors  of  all  their  paft  calamities, 
and  the  enemies  of  their  future 
peace  and  happinefs.  What  aggra- 
vated the  crime  was,  that  t^efe  men 
were  their  countrymen,  had  always 
profefled  the  warmeft  wiflies  for  the 
welfare  of  the  province  and  of  the 
people  ;  and  in  confequence  of  thofe 
profeflions,  had  obtained  their  high- 
eft  confidence  and  refpeft.  This 
charafter  was  peculiarly  competent 
to  one  of  the  letter  writers.  He 
was  the  Strafford  of  his  time.  The 
fecret  manner  in  which  the  letters 
had  been  conveyed,  made  the  trea- 
chery tenfold  moi;e  terrible  and  piFen- 
five. 

The    Houfe   of  Reprcfentativca 
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voted  an  humble  petition  to  the 
King  for  the  removal  of  thefe  go- 
vernors, "  who  had  rendered  them- 
felves  juftly  obnoxious  to  the  people, 
and  entirely  loft  their  confidence."— 
His  Majcfty's  council  in  the  pro- 
vince refolved,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
it  would  be  for  his  Majcfty's  fervice, 
and  the  peace  of  the  province  to  re- 
move them. 

This  petition  was '  heard  before 
a  Comn^ittee  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Privy  Council,  where  an  illiberal 
lawyer  was  hired  and  permitted  to 
abufe  the  petitioners  and  their  agent, 
in  the  grofleft  terms  Icurrility  could 
invent  ;  and  the  Lords  reported, 
"  That  the  petition  was  ground- 
Icfs,  vexatious  and  fcandalous,  and 
calcuiatea  only  for  the  feditious  pur- 
pofes  of  keeping  up  a  fpitit  of  cla- 
mour and  difcontent  in  the  pro- 
vince. ^  That  nothing  had  been  laid 
before  them  which  did  or  could,  in 
their  opinion,  in  any  manner,  or  in 
any  degree  impeach  the  honour,  in- 
tegrity or  condudl  of  the  governor  or 
lieutenant  governor." 

It  is  curious  to  obferve  that  Mr, 
Hutchinfon,  in  his  hiftory,  has  de- 
fcribed  his  own  fituation  in  that  of 
Governor  Dudley,  in  the  year  1705. 
"  The  people  (("ays  he)  in  general, 
looked  upon  him  as  an  enemy,  nevn 
to  the  privileges  of  the  new  char- 
ter. Sir  Henry  .4Jhurft  procured  an 
original  letter,  wrote  by  the  gover- 
nor's fon  Paul,  who  was  then  Attor- 
ney general,  to  Mr.  Floyd,  and  fent 
it  to  New  England,  in  which  were 
thefe  expreflions,  the  go'uernment  and 
colltdge  are  difpofed  of  here  in  chimney 
corners,  and  private  meetings,  as  con- 
fidently as  can  he — This  count iy  nvi/l 
never  he  iva,rth  living  in,  for  gen- 
tlemen and  laivyers,  till  the  charter 
is  taken  away.  Copies  were  dif- 
perfed  about  the  province,  and  the 
letter  was  foon  after  printed." 

N  n  2  Sir 
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Sir  Henry  Afliurft  was  agent  for 
the  province,  and  a  man  of  high 
charafter,  credit,  and  honour.  Mr. 
Hutchinfon  pafTes  no  cenfure  on  this 
a^ion,  neither  does  it  appear  to  have 
been  cenfured  at  the  time.  Not  that 
Wedderburns  were  wanting,  but  that 
the  times  did  not  countenance  their 
fcurrility. 

In  December  1773,  a  large  quan- 
tity of  tea,  fhipped  by  the  Eall 
India  company,  with  the  duty  im- 
pofisd  by  Parliament  to  be  paid  in 
America,  arrived  at  Bofton.  All 
the  colonies  to  which  the  tea  under 
the  feme  circumftanccs  was  delUned, 
had  publicly  refolved  that  it  ihould 
not  be  admitted.  The  diredors  of 
the  Eaft  India  company  had  been 
forewarned  of  its  fate,  and  an  offer 
made  before  it  v/as  (hipped  to  pay 
the  duty  here.  But  the  tea  was 
deftined  to  produce  the  commotions 
it  occafioned,  and  the  offer  was  re- 
jefted.  The  people  met  in  Boflon, 
and  infifted  on  the  tea  being  lent 
back.  The  governor  retufed  to  per- 
mit the  fhip  to  return,  upon  which 
fome  perfons  in  difguife  dcilroyed 
it  in  the  night.  It  is  manifeft  that 
the  governor  intended  to  urge  them 
to  this  extremity,  or  elie  he  would 
have  afted,  as  General  Haldimand 
writes  he  cxpefted  Governor  Tryon 
would  do,  "  to  prevent  dangerous 
extremities,  rather  chufe  to  permit 
the  teas  Ihould  be  fent  back  to  Eng- 
land." The  fame  wis  permitted 
at  Philadelphia,  and  the  tea  artu- 
ally  fent  back  on  the  27th  ol  De- 
cember. General  Haldimand  declare* 
this  was  the  determination  of  every 
colony.  "  The  feveral  governors 
(fays  he)  of  other  provinces,  will 
undoubtedly  make  your  Lordlhip 
aci]uaiiited  with  the  oppofition  in- 
tended, and  made  in  their  refpec- 
ttvi,  governments  ag  inft  the  land- 
ing the  tea;  the  whole  proceeding 
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from  an  almolt  unanimous  refolutiott 
not  to  pay  any  new  duties  or  taxes 
laid  by  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain." 

Governor  Hutchinfon's  fon  and 
his  ncnr  relation  were  the  configriees 
of  the  tea,  and  the  perfons  moll  in- 
terellcd  in  the  fale  of  it.  As  the 
confjgnees  had  refiifcd  to  refign  the 
tea,  their  windows  were  broke  by 
the  mob.  Upon  this  they  applied  to 
his  Majefty's  council  for  protcdion, 
who  came  to  the  following  repoit 
upon  the  application. 

"  In  council  Nov.  27,  1773,  the 
petition  of  Richard  Clark,  Efq ; 
and  others  (to  whom  the  Eall  India 
company  have  configned  a  iji^antity 
of  their  tea)  being  referred  to  this 
day,  the  fame  was  taken  up  ;  and 
after  long  debates,  Mr.  Danforth, 
Mr.  Bowttoin,  Mr.  Dexter,  and  Mr. 
Winthrop,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee thereon,  who  reported,  and 
the  report  after  debate  was  referred 
for  further  conlideration  to  Monday 
next,  at  ten  o'clock,  A.M. 

"  Monday,  Nov.  29,  1773.  The 
faid  report  was  again  confidcred,  and 
after  fome  amendment  unanimoufly 
agreed  to.     It  is  as  follows : 

"  Previous  to  tlie  confideration 
of  the  petition  before  the  Board, 
they  would  make  a  few  obfervations 
occafior.ed  by  the  fubjcd  of  it.  The 
fituarion  of  things  between.  Great 
Britain  anti  the  (;olonics  has  been 
for  fome  years  pall  very  unhappy. 
Parliament  on  the  one  hand  has 
been  taxing  the  colonies,  and  they 
on  the  other  have  been  petition- 
ing and  rcmonftratitig  againll  it; 
apprehending  they  have  conllitution- 
ally  an  cxclufive  right  of  taxing 
ihemfelves,  and  that  without  fuch 
a  right  their  condition  would  be 
but  little  better  than  flavery,  Pof- 
fefled  of  thefe  fentiments,  every  new 
meafure  of  Parliament,   tending  to 
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cflabliih  and  confirm  a  tax  on  them, 
renews  and  increafes  thei^  diHrefs ; 
and  it  is  particularly  increafed  by  the 
Rft  lately  made,  empowering  the 
£a(l  India  company  to  ihip  their  tea 
to  America. 

"  This  aft  in  a  commercial  view 
they  think  introduitive  of  mono- 
pulies,  and  tending  to  bring  on 
them  the  extenfive  evils  theftce  arif- 
ing  :  but  their  great  objeftion  to 
it  is  from  its  being  manifeftly  in- 
tended (though  that  intention  is  not 
expreffed  therein)  more  eft'eftually 
to  fecure  the  payment  of  the  duty 
on  tea,  laid  by  an  aft  paiTed  in  the 
7th  year  of  his  prefent  Majcfty,  in- 
titled,  *  An  aft  for  granting  certain 
duties  in  the  Britiih  Colonies  and 
Plantations  in  America;*  which  aft 
in  its  operation  deprives  the  colo- 
nifts  of  the  right  above-mentioned 
(the  exclufive  right  of  taxing  them- 
felves)  which  they  hold  to  be  fo 
eJTential  an  one,  that  it  cannot  be 
taken  away,  or  given  up,  without 
their  being  degraded,  or  degrading 
tliemfelves  below  the  charafter  of 
men.  It  not  only  deprives  theip 
of  that  right,  but  enafts  that  the 
monies  arifing  from  the  duties  grant- 
ed by  it  may  be  applied  ♦*  as  his 
Majcily  or  his  fucceflbrs  fliall  think 
proper  or  neceffary,  for  defraying 
the  charges  of  the  adminiftration 
of  juftice,  and  the  fi-,pport  of  the 
civil  government,  within  all  or  any 
of  the  faid  colonies  and  planta- 
tions." 

"  This  claufe  of  the  aft  has  al- 
ready operated  in  fome  of  the  colo- 
nics, and  in  this  colony  in  particular, 
with  regard  to  the  fupport  of  civil 
government,  and  thereby  has  ope- 
rated in  diminution  of  its  charter 
rights,  to  the  great  grief  of  the  good 
people  of  it,  who  have  been,  and 
Hill  are,  greatly  alarmed  by  repeated 
reports,  that  it  is  to  have  a  further 
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operation  with  refpeft  to  the  defray- 
ing the  charge  of  the  adminillra-. 
tion  of  juftice,  which  would  not  only 
be  9  further  diminution  of  thofe 
rights,  but  tend  in  all  conftitutional 
queftions,  and  in  many  other  cafes 
of  importance,  to  bias  the  judges 
againft  the  fubjcft.  They  humbly 
rely  on  the  juftice  and  eoodncfs  of 
his  Maji'fty  for  the-  rcftitution  and 
prefcrv.ition  of  thofe  rights. 

"  This  ftiort  ftate  of  fafts  the 
Board  thought  neceffary  to  be  given, 
to  fhew  the  caufe  of  the  prefent  great 
uncafinefs,  which  is  not  confined  to 
this  neighbourhood,  but  is  general 
and  extenfive.  The  people  think 
their  exclufive  right  of  taxing  tliem- 
felves by  their  reprefentatives  in- 
fringed and  violated  by  the  aft  above- 
mentioned  ;  that  the  new  aft,  em- 
powering the  Eaft  India  company 
to  import  their  tea  into  America, 
confirms  that  violation,  and  is  n 
new  effort,  not  only  more  eiFeftu- 
ally  to  fecure  the  payment  of  the 
tea  duty,  but  lay  a  foundation  for 
the  enhancing  it ;  and  in  a  like 
way,  if  this  fljould  fucceed,  to  lay 
other  taxes  on  America ;  that  it  is 
in  its  attendants  and  confequences 
ruinous  to  the  Ubertics  and  proper- 
ties of  thenifelves,  and  their  pofte- 
rity ;  that  as  their  numerous  peti- 
tions for  relief  have  been  rejefted, 
the  faid  new  aft  demonftrates  an 
unwillingnefs  in  miniftry  that  par- 
liament fhould  grant  them  relief; 
that  this  is  the  fource  of  their  dif- 
trefs  that  borders  on  defpair ;  and 
that  they  know  not  where  to  apply 
for  relief. 

"  Thefe  being  the  fentiments  of 
the  people,  it  is  become  the  indif- 
penfiible  duty  of  the  Board  to  men- 
tion thtm,  that  the  occafion  of  the 
late  demands  on  Mr.  Clark  and 
others  (tlie  agents  for  the  Eaft  India 
company)  and  of  the  confequcnt  dif- 
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tarbances,  might  appear:  and  we 
mention  them,  not  to  juftify  thofe 
difturbances,  the  authors  of  which 
we  have  advifed  fhoald  be  profecuted, 
bqt  to  give  a  juft  idea  of  the  rife  of 
them. 

*•  On  this  occafion^  juftice  impels 
as  to  declare,  that  the  people  of  this 
town  and  province,  though  they  have 
a  high  fenfcr  of  liberty,  derived  from 
the  manners,  the  example  and  con- 
iiitutiun  of  the  mother  country,  have, 
till  the  late  parliumeniary  taxations 
of  the  colonies,  bccti  as  free  from 
difturbances  as  any  people  what- 
ever, 

"  This  ^-cprefentation  the  board 
thought  neceffary  (o  be  made  prior  to 
their  taking  notice  of  th'^  petition  of 
the  agents  above-mentioned ;  to  the 
confider^tion  of  which  they  now  pro- 
ceed. 

*'  The  petitioners  '  beg  leave  to 
refign  themfelves,  and  the  property 
committed  to  their  care,  to  his  Ex- 
cellency and  the  board,  as  guardians 
and  proteftqrs  of  the  people,  pray- 
ing that  meafures  may  be  directed  to 
for  the  landing  and  fecuring  the  tea, 
&c.'  With  regard  to  the  perfonal 
proteftion  of  tne  petitioners,  the 
board  have  not  been  informed,  that 
they  have  applied  for  it  to  -any  of 
the  jnftices  of  the  peace;  within  whofe 
department  it  is  to  take  cognizance 
of  the  cafe  of  the  petitioners,  and  of 
all  other  breaches  of  the  peace ;  they 
being  vefted  by  law  with  all  the  au- 
thority neceflary  tor  the  proteftion  of 
Jiis  Majefty's  fubjefts.  In  the  prin- 
cipal inftance  of  abufe,*  of  which 
they  complain,  the  board  have  alrea- 
..dy  advifed,  that  the  authors  fhould 
be  profecuted  according  to  law ;  and 
they  do  advife  the  fame  in  the 
either  inftances  mentioned  in  their  pe- 
tition. 

"  With  regard  to  the  tea  commit- ' 
ted  to  the  care  of  the  petitioners,  the 

•  Some  cf  tlicir  windows  were  broken, 
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board  have  no  authority  to  take  either 
that  or  any  other  merchandize  out  of 
their  care  j  and  (hould  they  do  it, 
or  give  any  order  or  advice  concern- 
ing it,  and  a  lofa  enfue,  they  appre- 
hend they  fltould  make  themfelves  re- 
fponfible  for  it.  With  re^e£l  to  the 
prayer  of  the  petition,  **  that  mea- 
fures may  be  direded  to  for  landine 
and  fecuring  the  tea,"  the  board 
would  obfervc  on  it,  that  the  duty  on 
the  tea  becomes  payable,  and  mull  be 
paid,  or  fecurea  to  be  paid,  on  its 
being  landed.  And  Ihould  they  di- 
reft  or  advife  to  any  meafure  for 
landing  it,  they  would  of  courfe  ad- 
vife to  a  meafure  for  procuring  the 
payment  of  the  duty,  and  therefore 
be  advifing  to  a  meafure  inconfillenc 
with  the  declared  fentimcnt  of  both 
Houfcs  in  the  laft  winter  fefiion  of 
the  general  court,  whicii  they  appre- 
hend to  be  altogether  inexpedient  aqd 
improper, 

"  The  hoard,  however,  on  this  oc- 
cafion  affure  your  Excellency,  that  as 
they  have  feen,  with  regret,  fome 
late  didurbances,  and  have  advifed  to 
the  profecuting  the  authors  of  them, 
fo  they  will,  in  all  legal  method9, 
endeavour,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  pow- 
er, to  prevent  them  in  future. 

*<  Whereupon  advifed.  That  his 
Excellency  renew  his  orders  to  i. 
Majefty's  juftices  of  the  peace,  fhtrifts^ 
and  other  peace  officers,  to  exert 
themfelves  to  the  utmoft  for  the  fe- 
curity  of  his  Majefty's  fubjedls,  the 
prefervation  of  peace  and  good  order, 
and  for  preventing  all  oftepces  againft 
the  law." 

On  the  iSth  of  February  177^^, 
the  whole  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives 
waited  on  the  governor  with  a  fecond 
petition,  for  the  removal  of  the  chief 
juftice,  who  had  rendered  himfelf  in- 
capable, by  accepting  a  falary  from 
the"  crown,  at  whofe  will  he  alfo  held, 
his  place.  They  fay,.  "  Your  Ex- 
ccllGocy  will  pl^afe  to  coijfider  that 
■  •■   ..  tjhis 
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this  Houfe  is  well  acc|uainted  with 
the  general  (enk  of  their  conlUtuents 
in  this  matter ;  and  we  ran  now  af- 
Aire  you,  that  the  continuance  of 
the  chief  julHce  in  his  place,  will 
increafe  the  unenfmefs  of  the  people 
without  doors,  and  endanger  the  pub- 
He  tranquility.  We  therefore  ear- 
neflly  intreac  your  Excellency,  that 
while  we  arc  in  this  inftance  cm- 
ploying  the  powers  with  which  we 
are  entruAed  m  promoting  the  tran- 
quillity and  good  order  of  govern- 
ment,  *  we  may,'  agreeably  to  your 
declaration  in  your  fpeech  to  both 
Houfes,  '  find  that  you  are  re<idy  to 
give  your  confent  to  a  requell  of 
the  Houfe  intended  for  that  and  other 
great  and  important  purpofes:'  and 
that  your  Excellency  will  immedi- 
ately take  every  ftep  for  the  removal 
of  the  chief  juftice  from  the  fuperior 
court." 

The  governor  returned  them  a  po 
fitive  denial,  accompanied  with  a  cu- 
rious piece  of  equivocation.  The 
Houfe  h.  '  prayed  that  he  would  take 
the  advice  of  his  Mnjcfty's  council 
upon  their  petition,  conformable  to 
the  charter. — To  which  lie  anfwers. 
That  though  he  was  by  charter  to 
aft  with  the  advice  and  afliilanrr  of 
his  council,  yet  the  fummonii,  if 
the  council  was  in  kis  dij'creiien.  'J  ^ 
was  the  prnteftive  provifion  of  tii 
charter  efFedlually  evaded. 

This  is  a  full  and  fair  ftate  of  the 
proceedings  in'  and  refpetting  the 
province  of  the  MafTachufetts-Bay, 
from  the  year  1762  to  1774. 

The  candid  reader  will  judge  what 
caufes  of  difcontent  have  been  given 
them,  and  whether  they  have  opera- 
ted beyond  their  natural  bounds,  li 
they  have  been  particularly  unquiet, 
they  have  alfo  been  particularly  irri- 
tated and  injureL  .magining  our- 
felves  in  their  fiuiac/  .  will,  I  be- 
lieve, prevent  us  fro-ii  feverely  ccn- 
furing  their  condi.-n. 
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It  is  manifefl  that  they  Imve  con-. 
Aantly  exprefTed  their  compjaints  in 
petitions  conceived  in  the  mofl  mea- 
fured  language  of  fubordinatiorr  and 
refpeft.  That  they  have  repeatedly 
acknowledged  tlte  fupreme  legiflative 
authority  of  parliament.  That  the 
only  inflance  in  which  they  feem  to) 
have  queftioned  it,  was  in  a  nnere  fpe- 
culative  difpute,  purpofely  provoked 
by  the  g-overnor.  That  the  conftant 
fubjeft  of  their  complaints  has  been 
the  having  their  money  taken  front 
them  without  their  confent ;  the  fub- 
Aituting  a  dependent  judge,  bribed 
by  being  paid  out  of  the  forfeitures, 
to  determine  in  all  caufes  of  revenue, 
by  the  rules  of  the  civil  law,  and 
without  a  jury ;  and  the  violation  of 
their  fccurity  in  the  due  adminidra- 
tion  of  government  and  of  juftice,  by 
rendering  the  governor  and  judges 
totally  dependent  on  the  crown.  Tliat 
their  wifh  Ii:\i  been  to  return  to  the 
ftate  in  which  they  were  before  the 
pafling  thefc  laws  and  fending  thefe 
]nftrudtions,  and  not  to  become  indc" 
pendent  of  Great-Qiri tain.  This  ap- 
pears not  only  from  their  repeated 
and  authentic  declarations,  but  from 
GovernorHutchinfon'f  letters.  'The 
enemies  of  government  (fo  is  he 
pleafed  to  ftile  the  Cot,  icil,  the  Houfe 
of  Rcji'^'-rentativcs,  an'  the  people) 
gave  ouc,  that  their  frier  ds  in  parlia- 
ment were  increafing,  am'  all  things 
wouIJ  be  iooa  on  the  old  f.  oting ;  in 
other  wordb,  that  all  adls  impofing 
duties  would  be  repealed,  the  coria- 
miffioners  board  diirol'cd,  thecuftoms 
put  on  their  old  fo(,  nj,  and  illicit 
trade  be  carried  on  vvith  little  or  no 
hazar  '  The  malignity  of  this  re- 
fleftio.'j  upon  the  people,  will  plainly 
appear  from  ilic  following  declara- 
tion of  Governor  Bernard,  whoie  tef- 
timony  in  their  favour  will  hardly  be 
queftioned.  *  1  do  not  pretend,  fays 
he,  that  this  province  is  emirtly  free 
from   the  breach  of  thofe  laws   (of 

trade,) 
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trade,)  but  only  tliat  fiich  breach,  if 
difcovered,  \%  furely  punijhed,!*  What 
more  can  be  faid  of  thtf  beft  country 
upon  earth  ?  Yet  Governor  Hutchin- 
fon  does  not  fcruple  to  charge  them 
with  having  b<*en  all  fmugglers,  and 
to  throw  an  odium  upon  their  ftrug- 
gling  for  their  rights  by  the  impu- 
tation of  their  fole  objefl;  Heing  to 
renew  that  illicit  trade  with  impu- 
nity. 

It  mull  alfo  appear  frOm  their  pro- 
ceedings, that  their  great  crime  has 
been  their  conftancy  in  petitioning 
for  redrefs  of  grievances }  which  has 
been  attempted  ro  be  reprefled,  even 
by  the  moil  uiijaiHfiable  mean.s  of 
refufing  them  an  agent  to  vindicate 
them  when  mifreprefented,  and  fup- 
port  their  complaints<      While  this 
Common  right  of  jufticc  is  denied 
them,  perfons  are  notoriouily  hired 
here  to  load  them  in  the  public  pa- 
pers with  every  fpecies  of  opprobri- 
um, falfhood,  and  abufe.     There  are 
two  things  which  dclerve   the  moft 
particular  attention  :   ift.  That  when- 
ever affidavits  were  taken  on  the  part 
of  the  people,   they  were   taken  in 
public,  with  fummonfes  to  all  perfons 
concerned  t^o  attend,  and  crofs  ex- 
amine the  wjtnelTes :  on  the  contrary, 
thofe  which  were  obtained  by  the  go- 
vernor and  commiflloners,  accufing 
the  people,  were  made  in  fecret,  the 
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are,  the  Governors  Bernard  and 
Hutchinfon :  the  former  of  whom 
has  long  laboured  under  an  accufa- 
tion  upon  oath  of  grofs  corruption 
in  his  office ;  the  latter  has  been  de- 
teaed  in  the  bafeft  plot  againft  their 
liberties ;  and  both  are  at  open  en- 
mity with  the  people,  having  been 
petitioned  againft  by  their  reprefen- 
tatives,  as  univerfally  odious^  How 
far  the  reprefentatives  of  men  fo 
circumftanced  can  be  prefumed  fair 
and  impartial,  or  deferve  credit, 
muft  be  left  to  the  candid  to  deter- 
mine. ^ 

We  have  feen  their  petitioi.  thei* 
intercepted,  or  treated  with  a  con- 
temptuous filence,  or  anfwered  with 
the  fevereft  cenfures.  Seven  years 
fupplication  has  brought  no  relief. 
And  now,  to  fill  up  the  meafure  of 
their  misfortunes,  their,port  is  llopt 
up,  their  charter  is  to  be  fubverted, 
and  a  lawlefs  army  Jet  loofe  upon 
them.  They  have  been  tried,  con- 
demned and  puniihed,  unheard  and 
unapprized  of  the  whole  proceeding. 
They  are  left  to  weep  over  their  ap- 
prehenfions,  realized  in  the  utter  fub* 
verfion  of  their  liberties.  This  ac- 
cumulation of  calamities  is  heaped 
upon  them,  becaufe  high,  and  ftrong 
refentments,  as  they  naturally  muft, 
have  followed  fevere  and  reiterated 
injuries :  becaufe  difcontent  has  arifen 


perfons  accufed  unapprized  and  to-    from  difappointed  and  defpifed  com 
"    '  <■  '  1-   -    .1         plaints;  and.  violence  from   inful^ed 

difcontent. 

Whoever  will  take  the  trouble  of. 
reading,  in  the  hiftory  of  this  moft 
iTieritorious  and  unhappy  people,  the 
unparalelled  hardfhips  with  which 
they  purchafed  thofe  liberties  we  have  , 
now  torn  from  them ;  and  view  the  de- 
plorable, the  defperate  fituation,  to 
which  they  are  now  rcduccd-^how- 
ever  obdurate,  however  prejudiced  he 
may  be,  he  muft  think,  at  leaft, 
one  human  tear  may  drop,  and  be  for- 
given, 
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tally  ignorant  of  the  proceeding,  they 
were  tranfmitted  in  fecret,  and  the 
injured  perfons   by   mere  accidents, 
and  after  they  had  operated  to  their 
hurt,  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
and  refuting  them.      The  inftances 
on  both  fides  will  be  found  in  the 
affidavits  taken  on  the  feizure  of  the 
floop  Liberty,   and  the  riot,  and  in 
Mr.  Oliver's  affidavit,  and  the  nar 
rative  of  the   town,    refpecling  the 
maftacre  on  the  5th  of  March.     2d. 
That  the  chief  and  almoll  only  con- 
tinual witnefles  againft  the  people. 
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